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 5684 Groveport Road, Groveport, OH  43125                 Website:—https://groveportstmary.org 

SAINT 
MARY 

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

  

Website— https://groveportstmary.org     
Facebook— https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961                  

May 24, 2020 
Ascension Sunday 

Sunday Readings:            

MAY 24, 2020 
STAFF 

Fr. John M. Reade 
Priest 
614-497-1324 
FrJohn@groveportstmary.org 

Donna Lesko 
Parish Secretary 
614-497-1324 
Dlesko@groveportstmary.org 

Andrea Maier 
Director of Religious  
   Education 
614-497-1437 
Amaier@groveportstmary.org 

Pushkar Baum 
Parish Bookkeeper 
Acct@groveportstmary.org 
614-497-1324 

Lisa Leonard 
Organist/Choir Director 
614-497-1324 
lisaleonard22@aol.com 

Urgent Pastoral Care  
Fr. John Reade 
740-503-2827 

Office Hours  
Monday—Closed 
Tues thru Fri—Closed 
Sat-Sun — Closed 

 

 Acts 1:1-11     Psalm 47     Ephesians 1:17-23    Matthew 23:16-20  

 

https://groveportstmary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961
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  Worship  
Eastertide Worship   

  
Masses     

Most Public Masses and Gatherings    Saturday May 23     The Ascension of the Lord   
Suspended until Pentecost May 30/31  Private Mass   David Hetterscheidt by Judy   

Exception: Memorial Day Mass    Sunday May 24      The Ascension of the Lord   
May 25 Noon - Special health safety  Private Mass   Carrie Billiter by Parents   

This Mass is offered for those who          

Gave their lives for Country and 
   Monday May 25       Memorial Day   

Workers who died in Batttle against COVID  Noon Public Mass   Died for Country and battle against COVID +   

     Tuesday May 26      St. Philip Neri, preist   
For Daily Mass:  Private Mass  Rosella, Frederick & Fred Herb   

Bshp Barron Daily Mass - WordonFire.com    Wednesday May 27   St. Augustine, Canterbury, Bishop   
EWTN: www.EWTN.com & TV Chnl 385  Private Mass   IMO Doris Balsimo (Birthday)   

     Thursday May 28      Easter weekday   
Pray Daily for  Private Mass   Sean Ambruster by Hetterscheidt Family   

* COVID-19 Victims & their families    Friday May 29      Easter weekday   
* Healthcare workers & COVID scientists  Private Mass   IMO Doris Balsimo    

* Civic leaders who direct public practice    Saturday   May 30     Pentecost  

  5 pm Mass   David Hetterscheidt by Family   

 Be Heathy    Sunday May 31     Pentecost    

  Be Holy  8:30 am Mass   Parish  
  

    Be Safe     11 am Mass   Stan Carter by Pam & Jerry Scott   

 

Ascension Prayer 

Dear Lord Jesus Christ, right before your Ascension in-

to heaven you told your apostles to be His witnesses to 

the ends of the earth upon receiving the Holy Spirit. May 

I be similarly inspired to spread your Gospel message in 

word and deed, according to your will for me. And may I do 

so prudently and joyfully, with your help, your guidance, 

and your grace! And remembering this glorious event, help 

me to seek what is above, Heaven, where you are seated at 

the right hand of God the Father!   Amen 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Great Solemnity of Pentecost Next Week with Public Worship 

Next weekend Saint Mary Church and all the parishes of our Diocese resume public worship.   What better 
time than on the feast of the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Apostolic Church.  We need this refreshing breeze! 

Our Mass schedule will pick up where we left off.  The Vigil Mass of Pentecost will be on Saturday, May 30 at 
5pm.  Sunday Masses will be 8:30 and 11am.  The precautionary procedures for worship must be carefully fol-
lowed. 

We expect reduced attendance as we resume worship with new precautionary requirements.  The key di-
rective is: be safe.  If you are not well or in an “at risk” category or insecure ... you should stay home and worship 
by Internet or TV.  Bishop Brennan has dispensed the Faithful from the usual Mass Obligation through September 
13.  Based on attendance during this resumption period, it may be wise to consolidate Masses.  But for now, we’ll 
use our pervious schedule. 

Special Mass on Memorial Day – Noon Monday May 25 

     Using the pandemic precaution procedures, Saint Mary Parish will emerge from our 
seclusion on Monday, May 25 at Noon for a Public Memorial Day Mass.  This Mass is 
primarily to honor all who have given their lives in defense of our Country.  In addition 
the Mass Intentions will include the workers who have died caring for COVID victims.  

Special Procedures When Masses Resume 

Considerable efforts are being made to develop proper precautions for the resumption of public worship on 
Pentecost. (Also for the Public Memorial Day Mass.)  Our Bishop’s directions are based on great efforts in consul-
tation within the Diocese and the larger Church in Ohio and beyond.  Likewise, in developing specific procedures 
for our parish, I conferred with several persons involved in our Mass liturgies.   

I recently summarized the corresponding Saint Mary procedures in an email “Blanket Letter.”  I also attached 
to that Letter a full, detailed list of procedures in the sequence of the Mass liturgy.  If you did not receive this Let-
ter and would like to be added to the address list, please let me know by email: frjohn@groveportstmary.org.  Al-
so, check the Parish website: http://www.groveportstmary.org. 

Opportunities for Confession 

     During May special arrangements for Confessions are in effect.   At Saint Mary, Groveport Confession times 
during May are Mondays: 10am to Noon and 5 to 7pm.  An advance appointment is necessary (call/text Fr. 
John: 740-503-2827). 

     After Pentecost, in June and July, etc., we return to Saturdays at 4pm and by appointment.  Careful pandemic 
precautions will still apply. 

PSR, First Communion and “May” Mary Crowning – June 20 

     First Communion and the Mary May Crowning will be on the Memorial of The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, June 20 at 11am.  This is primarily for the youth and their families who will sit with proper spacing in 
different areas of the church pews. 

mailto:frjohn@groveportstmary.org
http://www.groveportstmary.org.
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Matthew 28:16-20: In this closing scene from Matthew’s Gospel, the disciples still have doubts, but as soon as they see Jesus, they 

recognize him. His message to them is to baptize and teach, inviting all nations to become disciples. 

How can we reach out to others, to people “of all nations”? 
How is Jesus still with us? 
How can we make Jesus alive on earth? 

  May 24, 2020   The Ascension of the Lord 

REFLECTING on the GOSPEL as a Family 

Website: https://groveportstmary.org    Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961 

https://groveportstmary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961
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IRONY ... The Ascension during Pandemic Restrictions 

This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.  Some dioceses continue to 
celebrate this feast on its traditional 40th day of Easter ... May 21.  Most dioceses in the USA, in-
cluding the Diocese of Columbus, transfer the feast to the Seventh Sunday of Easter ... May 24.  
Why?  ... for the practical reason of “catching” more people when they gather for Sunday Mass.  And 
that’s an irony in this year of pandemic shutdown!  There aren’t any people to “catch” this Sunday 
while we continue with restrictions on gathering for public worship.  Oh well ... it’ll make sense 
again next year, as it did last year. 

Another irony is more fundamental.  On the Ascension of Our Lord we honor the significance of 
the Incarnation.  From his Mother’s womb Jesus Christ assumed human nature and became one of 
us.  When we talk of God’s Incarnation in Jesus, we usually think of the Nativity and his time of walk-
ing this earth.  The Incarnation has a gruesome aspect as we see Jesus’ body tortured to death on the 
Cross.  The Risen Christ by Scripture’s witness is physically human in glorified manifestation.  All 
very physical ... very incarnational. 

 We sometimes think of the Lord’s Ascension to the Father in Heaven as a departure ... leaving his 
humanity in order to return to being pure spirit ... as if the Incarnation were over.  Not so.  Our 
Catholic Faith proclaims that the Risen Christ in his glorified humanity is present in the Holy Trinity.  
By the Incarnation ... the fullness of the divine nature descended into human form.  And also by the 
Incarnation glorified humanity ascended to God in heaven.  That means our human nature that was 
imparted to the Son of God in Mary’s womb is incorporated in the Trinity ... now and for Eternity. 

While we are not yet given to understand the nature of Heaven and Eternity, it’s clear that hu-
man nature ... our glorified physicality ... is present.  Yet, here we are in a time in human history 
when our physicality is in significant danger.  We’re forced to make radical adjustments to our rou-
tines because of threats to bodily health.  It seems ironic that this year as we come to Ascension ... a 
feast of the Lord’s bodily presence in God and in our Communion ... we are in the midst of this pan-
demic threat.  Yet, it is also a cause for renewed Hope.  COVID-19 will be controlled and pass, 
though not as easily as some may claim.  But in Christian Hope we know that God ultimately con-
trols outcomes.  In this life we labor on for the health of human persons in our earthly communities, 
mindful that our Human Person is now in the Divine Community of the Blessed Trinity. 

How does the COVID Shut Down Impact my Catholic Life? 

If you haven’t already, please go to YouTube https://youtu.b/QqRIm6QSuQY and watch an excel-
lent 11-minute talk by Bishop Robert Barron.  He points to three important aspects of the Catholic 
understanding of “Church” and how each impacts us in this time of “sheltering-in.”  Please find en-
couragement from his talk especially as we near the time to reopen for public worship.  Let’s look 
forward to our Pentecost Masses next Saturday and Sunday! 

 

 

https://youtu.b/QqRIm6QSuQY

