
Holy Family Catholic Church 
307 Black Oak Ridge Road 
Seymour, Tennessee  37865 

 

Diocese of Knoxville 

Office Contacts 
Pastor—Fr. Gilbert M. Diaz 
  FrG@holyfamilyseymour.org  
 

Deacon—Deacon Dean Burry  865-579-9196 
   Deacon Gil Campos 865-805-9040 
 

Office Manager—Patricia Hosea 865-573-1203 
  secretary@holyfamilyseymour.org 

After Hours Emergency Number     865-310-5699   
 

  Sacramental Ministry 
Mass Schedule 
 Saturday Vigil:  5:30pm 
 Sunday:  8:00am and 10:30am 
 Mon, Tues, Thurs  8:30am & Wed 7:00pm 
 Holy Days: 7:00pm Vigil & 8:30am 
 1st Friday of the Month: Mass 8:30am followed by 
 Adoration 9:00am-5:30pm & Benediction 5:30pm  
 

Reconciliation 
 Saturday 4:30 to 5:00pm (or by appointment) 
 

Anointing of the Sick-Contact the office 865-573-1203  
 

Communion for the Sick and Home Bound- 
 Contact the office 865-573-1203 or Claudia Burton 573-0056 
 

Baptism-Contact Deacon Dean Burry (865)579-9196,  

 one month in advance. 
 

1st Communion-Contact Office (865)573-1203 
 

Confirmation-Contact Office (865)573-1203 
 

RCIA-Contact Deacon Gil Campos  (865)805-9040  
 

Marriage-Contact Fr. Gilbert (865)573-1203 or Deacon Dean 

 Burry (865)579-9196, four months in advance for preparation 
 and scheduling **registered parishioners only 
 

Annulments-Contact  Fr. Gilbert  M. Diaz (865)573-1203 
    Deacon Gil Campos (865)805-9040 

Parish Contacts 
Parish Council—Meeting 3rd Monday of every other month 
Parish Chair   Erik Preske   
    865-607-2209, pcchair@holyfamilyseymour.org 
Administration   Juan Rivera 
    Charlie Robinson 
Education   Misti DeGroot 
Parish Life    
Social Action   Scott Hosea 
Liturgy/Spiritual Life  Fr. Gilbert Diaz, 
    Deacon Dean, Deacon Gil 
Communications  Owen Poveda 
Family Life    
Recorder   Misti DeGroot 
Advisor    Daniel Warrensford  
 

Finance Council Chair:  Kathy Taylor   
 

Coordinator of Religious Ed/CCD 
  Todd DeGroot      865-719-8744                                                      
                    cre@holyfamilyseymour.org 

Youth Ministry - Vacant 
  Call the office  865-573-1203 
   

Facilities Management/Custodial 
  Charlie Robinson  865-983-3448 
  Office   865-573-1203 
Knights of Columbus - Council #12961 
  Warren Hager    865-850-8254 
 

Ministry Contacts 
Liturgy Committee Secretary 
     Karen Burry 865-579-9196 
 

Readers Deacon Gil Campos 865-805-9040  
 

Extraordinary Ministers Of Holy Communion 
  Deacon Dean Burry 865-579-9196 
 

Ushers Juan Rivera  865-850-5229 
 

Altar Servers Deacon Dean Burry  865-579-9196 
 

Music/Choir—   Kris Rucinski  865-232-4636 
                                   ksrucin@gmail.com  

Office Information 
Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs–9:00am to 2:00pm 

 

865-573-1203, FAX 865-579-3645 
Website: www.holyfamilyseymour.org 

 

MyParishApp: text APP to 88202 enter 37865 

 

St. Vincent de Paul ——–———865-360-5202 
  svdp@holyfamilyseymour.org 

mailto:ksrucin@gmail.com


From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

“What goes up must come down.” By Sir Issac Newton 
  

     “A woman saw a little girl in the street playing with filthy trash. The child was poorly dressed 
and malnourished. The woman became angry and said to God, “Why do you let a thing like that 
happen in the world you created? Why don’t you do something about it?” God replied, “I did do 
something about it I created you.” The story invites me to ask myself: How seriously do I take 
Jesus’ command to transform our world into the kind of place God created it to be?” 
     Sir Issac Newton is considered one of history’s greatest scientists along with Einstein. If people 
remember anything that Newton said, it is probably this un-profound statement: “What goes up 
must come down.” These six words are found in our modern culture, but there is always a “flip” 
side to this saying which has also proven nearly irresistible. For example, in the world of finance 
and stock market jargon, one often hears brokers and advisors proclaim, “What goes down must 
come up.” This is meant to persuade nervous investors that a downward market represents not 
trouble but rather a great opportunity because it will eventually rise. 
     The saying “What goes down must come up” might also provide some insight into the 
theological truth expressed in the doctrine of Jesus’ “ascension” into heaven. Newtonian physics 
tells us that Jesus didn’t actually “ascend” (since moving off our globe can mean only going “out” 
- not “up”), but this teaching is clearly not about vertical propulsion, so to speak, but rather about 
exaltation: In the ascension, the crucified and resurrected humanity of Jesus is taken up completely 
into God’s glory. 
     Very simply, Jesus was taken up into the glory of God as the Son of God who is seated at the 
right hand of the father, a sign of equal standing. Clearly, Jesus’ ascension is outside of time and 
space. Also, very clear is what St. Paul speaks of in Phil 2:7 which affirms that an 
“emptying” (Kenosis) of the divine status, but not his divine nature, enabled Jesus to take on the 
role of a true servant. This plunge into the full human nature begins with Jesus’s incarnation and 
culminates in the “low point” (his death on the cross) where Jesus feels so far removed from God 
that he speaks of “abandonment.” 
     The point of today’s solemnity is that Jesus came down but “what goes down must come up.” 
Humanity throughout history has been knocked down only to rise up out of its periphery in 
moments of crisis. As in the case of the corona virus, humanity feels knocked down but we will 
rise above this moment of crisis. In the meantime, as a baptized people we must do all that we can 
to raise up those who feel abandoned, alone, suffering from human hunger to the level of human 
dignity. 
     “For the early Christians, there were two great signs of God’s saving activity that would bring a 
new life: the resurrection of Jesus from death to new life and the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit 
on the community. In our Gospel, Jesus compares this outpouring of God’s Spirit (the power of 
life associated with breathing) to a baptismal washing that not only purifies the person but 
signifies one’s desire to change one’s ways and be more closely united with God’s saving activity. 
Once empowered by the indwelling of God’s holy presence, the disciples will be able to carry on 
the mission and ministry of Jesus in our world.” 
     When Jesus ascends, he promises the Holy Spirit to help us continue his work. In our 2nd 
reading, St. Paul prays that our hearts be enlightened to know God and God’s actions for us. 
Finally, in our Gospel, Jesus sends us to make disciples of others, and if need be raise up those 
who have been knocked down. “What goes up must come down.” However, “what goes down 
must come up.” 

 
-Fr Gilbert 



MASS  

at Holy Family will resume again MAY 30th & 31st with 
Confessions being heard Sat. 4:30 - 5:00 (in the church) 

 

We will have all 3 masses  
(5:30 Sat, 8:00 & 10:30 Sun) in the FLC. 

1-The elderly, vulnerable, or those not 
comfortable going out in public should not 
attend mass.  The Bishop’s dispensation of 
attending mass in person is still in effect. 

2-Parishioners are encouraged to wear a 
protective face mask throughout the mass. 

3-Each Mass will be limited to 100 people, due 
to capacity restraints. 

4-There will be 6 feet social distancing between 
each family group. 

5-NO Holding hands during the ‘Our Father’  
6-We will omit the sign of peace. 
7-Holy Communion will be distributed, but 

with certain restrictions. 
8-If possible, parishioners should bring their 

own hand sanitizer. 
 

 

The Ascension does not mark the 

end of Jesus' relationship with His 

Church but the beginning of a new 

way of His relating to the world - 
in and through His Church. This 

way includes every one of us who 

now bear His name. When viewed 

with the eyes of living faith the Ascension can 

begin to change the way we view ourselves and live 
our daily lives. The Ascension invites us to reflect 

on who Jesus is - and who we are empowered to 

become in Him, beginning now and opening up 

into the life to come. He is indeed the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. (John 14:6) The Feast of the 

Ascension of the Lord Jesus helps to explain the 

Christian vocation and unveils the horizon which 

opens before us as we continue to live our lives 
now in this Way called Christianity. (cf Acts 9:2, 

11:26) It points to the ongoing plan of redemption 

for each of us. It gives us a glimpse of the loving 

plan of God for the whole of creation. This Feast 
also points us toward a deeper understanding of the 

Feast of Pentecost which we will soon celebrate. 

The very Breath of God, His Holy Spirit, has been 

breathed into the Body of Christ, the Church - and 

into each one of us as members of that Body. 

               The Ascension of the Lord                                        May 24, 2020 
 

Today as we celebrate the feast of the 
Ascension we are reminded that Christ’s 
saving work on earth continues through 
his disciples…and now through us. 

Is there a family you know who needs assistance? 
Please call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that 
together we can bring peace to those who are hungry. 

Society of  St. Vincent de Paul     865-360-5202   
svdp@holyfamilyseymour.org  

 

Pray for the Sick: 
 

Please call Claudia Burton 
573-0056 to be added 

 

Abby, John Andres, Ed Bigelow, Lyman Blanton,   
Rudy Croft, Irene Damphier, Kevin Evans,            

Donna Haskett, Peggy Hood, Denise & Donald Graph, 

Dorothy Jenkins, Roger Jessup, Archbishop Kurtz, 
Regina Long, Hennie & Maggie Mauer,  

Jeanette Ormazabal, MaryLu Shipstad, Pat York,  

Ted Zwolinski,  

Please don’t forget to keep all those affected by the 
Corona virus in your prayers as well. 

 

Happy Memorial Day!!! 
 

The office will be closed this Monday in observance of 
the holiday! 

 

Bottles for Babies are available for 
pickup in the church vestibule.  
Please fill and return by Father’s Day.  
All donations go to support our local 
Women’s Care Center. 

 

CROSS is still accepting food 
donations. They are in desperate 
need of 1 lb. boxes of pasta and 

canned pasta meals (raviolis, spaghetti O’s, 
beefaroni).  The food can be dropped off at 
CROSS or at the church office. 
 

Thank you for your continued support 
of our parish!! 

 

Holy Family Collections Report 
 

Collections - week of  5/10 $6133.39 
 
 

Collections - week of  5/17 $5062.44 

Saint of the week 
Sometimes Jesus withdraws from us so that we may 
not attach ourselves too much to the joys of sense. 
When He withdraws, however, He sends the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter, who sustains, helps, and consoles us. 
 

 - St. Joseph Marello (1844-1895),  Feast Day May 30 
  Bishop, Catechist, Spiritual Director 



 
 
 

Empowering and protecting the poor and vulnerable through: 
 Columbus Home Children’s Services -Housing for Special Populations-
Outreach to those in Hardship -Counseling & Education. 

For information or help, go to www.ccetn.org for services 
And contact information in your community. 

Knights of Columbus 
George S. Kurtz Council 12961 

 

Giving every Catholic man  
the opportunity to serve. 

 

Contact: Grand Knight Warren Hager (865)850-8254 
Meeting: First Wednesday of  every month, 

Following 7:00 p.m. Mass - church lower level 

ALL SAINTS PARISHONER 

CHARLES W. KITE 
Former IRS Tax Attorney 

Wills Trusts POAs 
Estates  Tax Problems  
Business Formations 

Commercial Transactions 
(865) 604-7605 

ckite0804@gmail.com 

Macon Memories 
Antiques and Collectibles  

Now carrying  religious items with  
proceeds going to Holy Family 

Anita Miller-Parishioner 
213 East Macon Lane 
Seymour, TN 37865 

(865)712-8252 
http://anitasantiquesart.vpweb.com/ 

Christians Reaching Out Serving Seymour 

There is always a need at CROSS to help stock their 

shelves with food for local families.  Would you like to 

be a volunteer or do you need assistance call 

865-579-6192 or go visit C.R.O.S.S. at 406 Boyds 

Creek Hwy Seymour TN  37865 and see all the good works 

they do. Open M,T,W, 10-2  Th, F, 10-12 

May Our Lady of Fatima Statue Come into Your Home? 

Parishioners speak of miracles, both little and 
large, happening when her statue has been 

present in their homes. 
Our lady has brought feelings of peace, possibilities and 

hope where there was confusion, chaos and despair. 
A beautiful novena booklet accompanies her to be prayed 

during each of the nine days she is in your home. 

To receive “OUR LADY” into your home, please contact 
Claudia Burton at 573-0056. 

Pregnancy & Adoption services, including post-abortion 
counseling, available 24/7/365 by calling 1-877-990-4673 

Do you have a need for a 
Notary? 

We have a Notariy in the 
office. 

 

Please stop by during 
office hours for all of 
your Notary needs.  

 
 

Please support these generous supporters of the 

Confirmation/CROSS Garden!! 

Tenn Nails 
Professional Nails Care 

     Acrylic Nails       Sculptured Nails 
     Pink & White     Silk Wrap 
     Gel Powder         Spa Pedicure 

Walk-Ins Welcome 
10721 Chapman Hwy, Ste #4A 

Seymour, TN 37865 
Mon-Fri 9:30-7pm  Sat-8:30-4pm 

865-609-0080 

  
 
 

Jennie Brewer Williams 
Owner 

10231 Chapman Hwy 
Seymour, TN 

(865)773-0830 
https://www.facebook.com/

mamaskountrykitchenseymour/ 


