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HOSANNA is the first word. It means “Grant salvation!” or “Save, we pray!” Itis a
salutation, exultation, jubilation, celebration word, a good word for greeting a leader, a
lord, a hero, a popular person. “Hosanna!” gets Holy Week off to a rousing start. In the
beginning, they are enthusiastic: '""Hosanna, Son of David, alleluia king, prophet.'" There
are flowers, trumpet blasts, nervous animals, dancing children, cloaks, colors, royal
purple. In the end, he is hanging on the cross: '"Away with him, get lost, impostor, fall
dead, perish." Gall, pain, sweat, spittle, the dark smell of blood on the earth, wailing,
mourning, and he himself shouting: '"Lama, lama Sabatini?" ('""My God, my God, why
have you deserted me?")

What a radical change, from the flowers to the mud, from the headlines to a cold, humid
cave. How often has this story repeated itself in human history? Is it not, in a way, our
very own story, the story of every country, every person, every presidency, of the whole
world? All the good intentions at the beginning, the new life, the fresh start, the first
blessings, are often hemmed in by betrayal and sin, pride and greed, lust and ill-will. He
underwent it all. When they shouted alleluia, even some in his company said: '""Tell them
to be quiet." He underwent it all when he stood before his judges. He underwent it all
when they pressed his last drop of courage, his last drop of blood, out of his body and he
shouted: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" But there was no help that
time. He bent his head and died.

If Jesus had remained dead, if his death were the end of his story, there would be no
Christ to follow, there would be no Church, no Christianity. It is only because God raised
Jesus from the dead that he is a success. His success, his role as Christ, his name of 'Lord'
were given to him after his death. Indeed, without the resurrection, there would be no
Gospels, because there would be no 'good news' to tell. But Christians do not see Jesus
from the purely human perspective and in the light of mere human history; they see him
with the eyes of faith and in the light of his resurrection.

The lesson which all Christians should draw from Jesus’ suffering which leads to success
is that there can be no limit to the service which they are invited to render to their fellow
human beings. If Jesus served others to the point of death, so should his disciples.

Can a true disciple of Jesus - to whom Jesus says 'If anyone would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me' - really be successful by human
standards?

How successful are you in following the Lord?




In Christian tradition, Holy Week retells the story that begins with Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem and ends in Resurrection Sunday, or Easter. But it’s
really more than just a revisiting of an ancient narrative. It’s an intensely
theological journey that speaks deeply about God’s initiating work of
love in and through Jesus, for the sake of the world. In a way, this story
summarizes God’s mission in the world.

On Palm Sunday, Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, inspiring misplaced hope,
disillusionment, and disinterest. The ones crying “Hosanna” very likely anticipated a
Messiah of their own design, one who would come in the kind of power that would expel
the Romans and re-establish Israel as its own nation. Others would catch on, turning away
from this would-be Messiah riding humbly on a donkey rather than galloping in with troops
and weapons. The Romans seem to be disinterested, because they take no action against
this peasant who seems to present no threat to the empire.

Palm Sunday shows that God’s intentions are played out in ways that are counter to what
people anticipate. The work of God often scandalizes human expectation. Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday of Holy Week are considered days to reflect on a variety of events that lead
up to Maundy Thursday, the day that commemorates what we have come to call The Last
Supper.

At the table of Jesus on Maundy Thursday, Jesus engages his disciples, first of all, in a very
human way—he eats with them. It’s a basic thing that human beings do. In that meal, Jesus
shares a common humanity through a common meal. It is also a theologically symbolic
meal in two ways. First, it is a meal that takes the symbols of the Jewish Passover and
reframes them in what God is about to do in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Second,
the meal is celebrated at a table that not only represents all of Israel (12 disciples, 12 tribes
of Israel), but also represents the entire broken world that God loves. The disciples
represent a humanity that is simultaneously devoted, confused, misdirected, cowardly, and
treacherous. Yet they are all invited to Jesus’ table, regardless of their lack of pious
qualifications.

On Friday Jesus experiences that which is inevitable for all human
beings: Death. We recognize that in this death something more is
happening than just the expiration of a life. Something in this death
changes the landscape of the entire cosmos. Yet, on the surface, it
appears that once again sin and death have had their way with another |,
righteous person. And, indeed, they have. =




Saturday is when all goes silent. It is the day of sadness and disillusionment. It is a day of
doubts and heartbreaks. It is the place where the dark night of the soul is born. It is its own
kind of sacred space, one which will, at one time or another, be inhabited by all. And yet it
remains part of the week that we call Holy.

I"‘ N7
On Sunday the tomb opens and Jesus is raised from the grave. Sin and & /ﬁ
death did their work on Friday, but it was all undone on Sunday. Sin and W | |
death continue to do their work in the world, but it is clear that they do /\ T~
not have the last word. In the Resurrection of Jesus he is reborn, so to | r / '
speak, by the Spirit and in him the people of God are reborn and re- \
launched into the world. In this new life is the possibility of new life for all, /

a life where hope trumps fear.

Holy Week is an atonement week, where the events of these last days sum up all that God
is doing in the world. God fully identifies with us in the very human life, suffering and death
of Jesus. God’s rescue mission for the world comes to us as God’s preferences and
intentions rather than in the framework of military or political power. The table of Jesus
shows God’s invitation to be broad and generous, preparing places for even the least of the
righteous. And in the Resurrection we have new life, in this age and in the age to come.

May God richly bless you in this Holy Week. May the reality of what God has done in and
through Jesus Christ be a story that reconstructs the story of your life, and through your
new life may God bring blessing to all the families of the earth.

The Sacred Triduum

Holy Thursday March 29,
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8:00 p.m.

Good Friday March 30

8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 12:00 Noon — 1:00 p.m. Time for Reflection
1:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 2:00 p.m. Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
5:30 p.m. Soup Supper 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday March 31,
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer  8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil



Easter at St. Christopher
2018

Sacrament of Reconciliation
March 27th, Tuesday at 7:00pm

March 29th, HOLY THURSDAY
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8:00 p.m.

March 30th—GOOD FRIDAY
12— Noon —1:00p.m. Time for Reflection
1:00pm—-Stations of the Cross
2:00pm—Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
5:30pm-7:00pm—Soup Supper
7:00pm—-Stations of the Cross

March 31st—HOLY SATURDAY
8:00pm EASTER VIGIL

April 1st—EASTER SUNDAY
6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00a.m and 12:30p.m
No 6:00 p.m. Mass
Add’l Masses in Healy Hall for 8:00, 9:30, 11:00a.m

A DA2G

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL

A big Thank You to the 654 families who have al-
ready replied to the 2018 ADA. With your support
we have reached our goal of $222,522 that was set by
the Diocese. If you have not yet responded to ADA
your participation is more important now than ever.
Why? Because all money donated over and above
our goal is 100% rebated back to the parish.

Extra ADA envelopes can be found in the back of the
Church as well as in the Parish Office. Or you can
call the Parish Office at 269-2226 to have one mailed
to you. Again, thank you all for your support and
God Bless you and your family.

Hécorjci Lieition

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE

Please bring your families to our St. Christopher
Lenten Reconciliation service on Tuesday, March
27™ at 7pm in the Church. It is a wonderful
opportunity to join our sisters and brothers in Christ
in asking for forgiveness and healing in preparation
for Easter.

EASTER FLOWERS IN
MEMORY OF LOVED ONES
The envelopes for Easter flower )
donations are placed near the entrances -
to the church. The name of your loved
one will be placed in the bulletin.

Gilbert Catano, Sarah Carolyn DeCarli, Donald
DeCarli, Steven DeCarli, Bernice DeCarli, Agnes
Wallace, Edward Wallace, Mary Ann Wallace, Don-
ald Wallace, Karen Wallace, Helen Blackford, Danny
Blackford, Eva Hazen, Eleanor Alexander, Eugene,
Marie, & Dino Kubiak, Suzanne Fournier, Sylvia
Rankin, Joseph Rynewicz, Anita & Pedro Roa, El-
wood & Josephine Lausten, Louis & Carrie Lausten,
Giuseppe & Lena Zinola, Josephine Emmite, Frank
& Rose Emmite, Ignazio & Giulia Filice, Frank Em-
mite, Bud Cabral, Manuel & Evelyn Perry, Marlene
Williamson, Jean Taddie, Harry Amoroso, Ramona
Zuniga, William Simon, Paul & Mary Sue Simon,
Bill & Loretta Bunce, John, Lena, James & Vernon
Hickey, David Muller, Renate Duran, Susi Burdick,
Carlos Escalfullery, Deceased members of the Harper
and Levin Families, Eva Moses, Nicole, Damen, An-
sha, Natrini, Jim, Jo, Janette, Jen, & Sukhndor

Good Friday
“Soup Supper”
Friday, March 3oth
5:30 — 7:00 pm
Healy Hall

Bring the whole family!

A variety of vegetarian soups, warm garlic
bread, cookies and refreshments will be served.

Come enjoy a delicious simple soup dinner
with friends, family and fellow parishioners.

Monetary donations are appreciated at the door
and proceeds go directly to the St. Christopher
Community Outreach Program.

Please note that drinking is not encour-
aged in observance of Good Friday.

Volunteers for help are welcome!

Please contact:
Kerry Murphy @ 408-300-3185

Parish office will be closed

Monday, April 2nd to Friday April
6th in observance of the Easter Hol-
iday, and will re-open on Monday,
April 9th. During that week Mon-

day-Friday there will gnly be an

8:30am Mass No 6:30am Mass.

Have a happy and safe holiday!!

Please save your white Callalilies
'\ from your yards for Holy Thursday
decorations in the church and for
the Altar of Repose. We will have
=\ buckets set out at the front entrance
. to the church on Thursday, March
/ 29th to put the flowers in by 9 am.
Thank you.




E-
INTENTI ONS
SATURDAY, MARCH 24

Yvonne Pine, Paul Tedesco, Paula Belshaw,
Lorraine Dipaolo, Harold Alphonse

4:30

SUNDAY, MARCH 25

Yvonne Pine, Ed & Evelyn Brandon

Yvonne Pine, Michael Giammona,

Erlinoa Mercado

Yvonne Pine, Shirley Khor, Elizabeth Bedard
Yvonne Pine, Bill Simon, Sam Imelli,
Maietto Family, Gina Piazza,

Arthur & Mary Volkman

Yvonne Pine, Violante Martignetti

Yvonne Pine

6:30
8:00

9:30
11:00

12:30
6:00

Ladies’ Guild

Ladies' Guild is seeking women of our parish and
school to serve on the Executive Board. Positions
are available for 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice Presi-
dent, Treasurer or Secretary.

In addition, Ladies' Guild is seeking 7 women to be
on the Elections Committee to vote for the new Ex-
ecutive board. We need 3 Ladies' Guild members
(school or non-school) and 4 board members (2
from school and 2 non-school).

For more information about these positions, visit
www.stchrisladiesguild. org/join-the-board or con-
tact Vicki Marchant, Ladies' Guild Parliamentarian,
at vixcancook@gmail.com or 650-222-2279.

Pray for the'ill in our Parish

Jeri Irvin Roz LeFevre
Louise Romeo Roy LeFevre,
Shelly Erkel Martha Gregersen,

Mary Seebach Sleeper
Patti Ernsberger
Monroe Legg
Bill Percy

Charles Gregersen,
Dave Oliverio,
Al Trznadel

IN REMEMBRANCE
Let us pray for all who have died, that
they may rejoice with the
Risen Lord, especially:

Carol Rita Jaech,
and Luisa Castillo

Girethemeternal est

1.8 Paluch Co, Ic.

The April meeting and luncheon will be held April 6, 2018
one week earlier. Chicken Pot Pie will be served The
price is $8.00. Please send you money to Lore McCoy by
March 30, 2018.Also at this meeting the election of
officers for 2018-2019 will be held.

Remember the Casino Bus trip to Cache Creek is April 4,
2018. There are still seats available .Contact Pat
DeMarlo for more information.

God Bless and have a very HAPPY EASTER.!

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus

12-Days: September 4 to 15, 2018
UNDER THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTION OF: + i+

BisHOP PATRICK J. MCGRATH +*ll *
DIOCESE OF SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

& REV. CHRISTOPHER BENNETT

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

«» Cana - Renewal of Marriage vows

«%* Nazareth - Site of Annunciation

«* Boat Ride on Sea of Galilee

< Mt of Beatitudes & Capernaum

++ Jordan River - Baptismal vow renewal
+» Bethlehem - birthplace of Jesus

«* Jerusalem - Mt of Olives & Mt Zion
<+ Upper Room & Garden of Gethsemane
< Via Dolorosa & Holy Sepulchre

<+ Plus much, much more

Pricing, Color Brochure and Registration available after November 15, 2017

To be placed on the priority mailing list to receive your full color
brochure and registration form please contact:

Sene gty Rev. Christopher Bennett
St. Christopher Parish
1576 Curtner Ave, San Jose, CA 95125

%_! Phone: 408-269-2226 ext. 202

e Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net Tkt

Travel Armarpemmenss by

Fyl
Starting April 2nd, the side walks in
front of the Msgr. Allen center will be
repaired. You will only be able to enter
the parking lot on the Curtner Ave. side.




A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING e ASSISTED LIVING

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC

for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible
stories and the teachings of Jesus.

This s a new music collection or MEMORY CARE * SKILLED NURSING CARE
preschool children and those who are Lincoln Glen

in early grade school. A Caring C it _ . '

I — aring Community No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

LM} worto ugrary puBLicaTioNs Located na quiet residentilneighborhood, Lincoln len
Mo £ 08-265-3222 ekt ity
Food, Housing, Healing & Hope

Catholic Charities 408.468.0100
Of Santa Clal'a County WwaathohCChar1t1esSCC org/donate-now

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise. Prices begin at $1045
per couple which includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary
offered. Deposit of only $350 per person will reserve your cabin.

Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,  qrae Tt

’ : Apostieship of
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785 e

San Jose’s Oldest Chrysler & Je Dealer " Grow Yél;r NBvs»mess,‘Adverﬂse Here,

IS NOW THE NEWEST DODGE DEALER! Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

@ DODGE www.jspaluch.com

Malena Mejorada Bischof

N°‘”y(§;‘;’)“38“ﬂ},“_‘;'§;‘;5ig“”*all Marcy Kwiatkowski

CHRYSLER

malena.bischof @gmail.com
Jeep Call Me Today to Schedule an appointment! 92 5 0239 o 140 1 -
Hablo Espaiiol

www.normandinchrysler.co

ORMANDIN 408)266-9500 IRk Bk EE
(CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE /4 VR e T T Medical Aler ystom
, s e~

OBSESSIVE PERFECTIONISM * One Free Month
NEW CONSTRUCTION & MAJOR REMODELS : ¢ No Long-Term Contract

e Price Guarantee
e Easy Self Installation

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Commercial

YOUR
ELECTRICIAN

Residential

Repairs

The Most Complete
FNDEILAN  REONRl ontine National JOHN ;
Remodeling
Directory of GUERRA JR. §senice
408559.3439 | Lick B-546024 | MaggetiConstruction.com Check It Out Today! Catholw Pamsbes Servicing the Bay Area Emer
gency
40 YEARS  JSenvice

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET

Available

JND

» lssal
Locally Owned '
ZANO"O S .  An ideal companion ELECTRONICS Lighting
Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter for personal prayer. & ELECTRICAL [speciist
WILLOW GLEN MARKET Fine Wines, Great Produce, In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
“Because ‘Every Day Is Special” Quality Meats CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95 408-773-7886
1421 Foxworl‘hy Ave. www.zanottosmarkets.com vgmpummuapcmpus II
(408) 264-0103 troyt@zanottos.com 800-566-6150 + wwwwlpmusic.com | Smmasas2iZ2

919100 St Christopher Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805
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Rocky Morrella [l Cntrcy

water softeners

Randazze s ‘ Turning
s 65?

drinking water systems  pEDICARE OPTIONS BROKER
service & sales at Med}care Advantage Plans I_ i cense d S in ce ’ 972
ibl q - Medicare Supplement Plans
sensible prices e i s BRE# 00429025

discount to parishioners Explained at No Cost or Obligation

408-978-5355 K% Steve Armstrong

Licensed Independent Agent
Rick & Maria Randazzo (CA Lic #0L09597)

1898Curtner Avenue * San Jose, CA 95124
408.398.1936 Email: Rocky@RockyMorrella.com
& Each office is independently owned and operated  [R

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Order f th 408-499-1001 Wilow Glon ———
i < Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
He arirn e'i.orsgn:ixpgrtS' Byyf)aljl'\f'vﬁl tg: g#gtt’eeg ?goave' 1712A Meridian Ave. and Present It The Next Time You I
licensed insurance agent. (408) 723_7] 'I 'I Patronize One of Our Advertisers :
HARRIS Medicare has neither Il Cqll Dana  Parishioner !
reviewed nor endorsed this
CONMMUNICATIONS [ nformation. www.DannasFlowers.com an !
clarity

Qnouble Hearling YOU'VE GOT
the Phone? ATEAM TO

Clarity phones

W ampiity your calis | | EAN ON

Can't Hear Your TV?

our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

|
Thank you for advertising in :
1

FAMILY
DENTISTFIY

Clarity TL100 Listener Amplifies TV Senior care that lets you
(888) 883-5629 live in your home. O N E \b) PA R I S H MARK A. WATSON, DDS
www_harriscomm_com Learn more about On Lok Lifeways—call today! Grow in your faith, Parishioner

1-408-260-5563 TTY 1-415-292-8898
ON LOK

FREE $20 Harris Communications

gift card with purchase! find a Mass, and

Promo code CHRIS (expires 11/1/-20]8) /\:@ Lifeways" e on o‘kLifeways.org connect with your (408) 35 6' 1 166

Catholic Communify

f(O e ;1IN Phe Wagon Bf:=t=1=8] catholicmatch

California

Vietnamese CuiSine Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM
408-440-0105
1712-1 Meridian Ave.

Aesthetic & General Dentistry,
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns
‘ Invisalign

. CatholicMatch.com/myCA
Steven M. ToschiD.Ds. San Jose, CA 95125
T (408) 978-7991 F (408) 265-1940 BOITANO, SARGENT & LILLY  (parishionen
- C Certified Public Accountants
steve@drtoschi.com www.drtoschi.com o _ —
1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 Jpecielidng itnccouiting Tk SAN JOSE

Wealth Planning for Individuals,
Business, Trusts & Estates

(408) 287-2123

San Jose, California 95125

College or retirement? i 15 % Off

Find out how to afford both. (408) 630-0101 Direct

My level of service will help you

\ Plumbing I
y@, @ 408.210.8754 I
Joe Sam ‘Vmce Don Maria www.plumbperfect.sj.com :
Lima Campagna Lima Lima Campagna  Ci ampagna Parishioner I
Lima-Campagna-Alameda Mission Chapel | 5IMON MORRIS. D.D.S ! : D’Ambrosio
, U.D.o.
“ ’ ] ider” Fp- _— . Broker Associat
San Jose’s Premier Funeral Provider” Fp-1949 Pediatric Dentistry | 1445 Foxworthy Ave. | Cr:BReEr# ;222::
600 S. 2nd St., San Jose, CA 95112 » 408-288-9188 356-9101 I San Jose, CA |
Parishioners ¢ Alumni Serving Our Community Parishioner : (408) 264-5781 : ﬁ INTERO
I REAL ESTATE SERVICES,
|
achieve your goals! |  WITH COUPON |
| Expires 6/11/18 I “The D'Ambrosio family has
Brian Kiernan B e it ANSO W o it any e s, | erioyed being a pat of the
A =% 1165 Lincoln Avenue on holidays, daily dinner specials, = \Willow Glen fabric for many
4 0 8 ° 5 0 6 ° 4 0 I 7 7Y Suite 320 : family dinner deals, or party trays : years with Giorgio's. | look

3 a -098- hour specials, or
brian.kiernan@cbnorcal.com ¥ AN408-998-3045 to go, happy hour specials, .
@ www.edwardjones.com gift certificate purchases. I forward to continuing that

' www.BrianServesNorcal.com Canot be used I tradition in Real Estatel”
COI.DI.Ilel,L Edward]ones annot be used for groups over |

BANKEGR A Parishioner BRE#01487861 MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING  Member SIPC I_ 6 or with split checks. _I wwwM|keSe||sS|||conVal|ey com

919100 St Christopher Church (A) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805
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