


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-5; Jn 14:6-14 
 

Tuesday:  Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-13ab, 21; 
 Jn 14:27-31a 
 

Wednesday:  Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-5; Jn 15:1-8 
 

Thursday:  Acts 15:7-21; Ps 96:1-3, 10; Jn 15:9-11 
 

Friday:  Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-10, 12;  
 Jn 15:12-17 
 

Saturday:  Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-3, 5;  
 Jn 15:18-21 
 

Sunday:  Acts 10:25-36, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1-4; 
 1 Jn 4:7-10 or 1 Jn 4:11-16; Jn 15:9-17 
 or Jn 17:11b-19 

Bearing Fruit 

Few of us, even when we meditate on the image of the 
vine and branches, stop to really think about how God 
“prunes” us. For some there is the danger of thinking that 
we are already producing fruit for the kingdom, in deed 
and truth as John says, perhaps raising a family, being 
active in our parish, and so on. But even those branches 
which are bearing fruit, the Gospel tells us, can be pruned 
to produce still more. Today Saul, freshly “pruned” by his 
conversion, arrives in Jerusalem and meets resistance. 
Since he had been persecuting Christians, this was only 
natural. But even after he is accepted and begins to bear 
fruit, he meets further adversity, and his letters are filled 
with many accounts of how his trials “pruned” him to 
produce greater fruit for the kingdom. Like him, as long 
as we remain in Christ we will continue to bear fruit and, 
when the will of the Father determines it is time to prune 
us, the strength of the true vine must enable us to endure 
it. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Barnabas reported to the apostles how 
Saul had seen the Lord on the way (Acts 9:26-31). 
Psalm — I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your 
people (Psalm 22). 
Second Reading — This is God’s commandment: that 
we may believe and love (1 John 3:18-24). 
Gospel — I am the true vine; whoever remains in me will 
bear much fruit (John 15:1-8). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Monday:  Ss. Philip and James 
Wednesday:  Cinco de Mayo 
Thursday:  National Day of Prayer 
Friday:  First Friday 

Feast of Faith 

The Homily 
The ambo, or pulpit, is a special place—it is the place for 
God’s word. That is why it is not used for all the spoken 
words of the Mass, even important words like the collects 
and the blessing. The ambo is only used for the scripture 
readings, and for the homily and the prayer of the faithful. 
The homily is part of the Liturgy of the Word. It flows 
from the readings we have just heard, and helps us to 
understand the way in which God is speaking to us today. 
The homily is not a lecture, a catechism lesson, or a 
speech. It is more like an exhortation; it has an urgency 
about it, for it calls us to find ourselves in the scripture, to 
live the faith we profess, to see our world by the light of 
the Gospel. The homily, in itself a response to God’s 
word, demands a response from us. There are many styles 
of preaching and many ways to respond to the scriptures. 
But whether the homily is weak or strong, an open ear and 
an open heart can find in it an abundance of spiritual 
nourishment. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Holiest Flower 
Mary is the lily in God’s garden. 
           —St. Bridget of Sweden 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
The season of First Communions is here, and invitations pour in as the new communicants, mostly seven 
years old, gather extended families for their first reception of the Eucharist. Recently, the celebrations are 
often on Sundays, in the regular gatherings of the faith community. There, it becomes clear that First 
Communion is meant to initiate a regular pattern of reception, and that there is to be a second, third, 
hundredth, thousandth celebration. 
Eastern Catholics and Orthodox children follow a different plan, since they are given a taste of the consecrated 
wine at their baptism as infants. We Western Christians delay until “the age of reason,” but many years ago, 
Communion was not for children at all. Twelve to fourteen was the typical time for Roman Catholics to 
receive for the first time, and in those days this was a transition into the adult world of work and marriage. 
The custom did not begin to shift to childhood until reforms set in place by Pope St. Pius X began to take hold 
in the 1920s. If you are going to a First Communion, you can give thanks that the table of the Lord is today 
open so much more lavishly than before. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 2, 2021 

Let us love not in word or speech 
But in deed and truth 

                   —1 John 3:18 

Living in Shame? 

In the reading from St. John's first letter, he talks about our hearts condemning us. (1 John 3:20) He is referring 
to the shame we feel when we do something sinful. When he says God is greater than our hearts he means that 
even when we know we have sinned, even if we feel unworthy to be forgiven, God is still a forgiving God, 
who doesn't wait for us to be "worthy." He patiently waits for us to ask for his mercy, to want his forgiveness. 
So when we confess our sins, we need not doubt that we are forgiven. 
But sometimes we feel shame when we have done nothing wrong. It may be something simple, like sneezing 
in the quiet part of a symphony. Or perhaps something more serious, such as when you accidentally hurt some-
one. That is when it is good to remember that God knows what happened and still loves us. 
The best way to remember this is by living as God commands, by loving God and our neighbor. If you believe 
in Jesus, you love God, because you trust that God sent his Son to save us. So we know that God forgives us 
even before we ask him to. If you love your neighbor, then you reach out to the person you hurt, instead of 
hiding in shame, and try to help them. 
When we stop living in shame and start living in love, we know that the Lord lives in us. And as both the sec-
ond reading and the gospel point out, we can ask for whatever we need and receive it. For when God lives in 
us and we live in him, we won't ask for anything trivial or selfish. His Spirit teaches us how to pray with confi-
dence and faith. We pray as Jesus taught in the Lord's Prayer: "Thy will be done." Our love and trust in God 
will help us to accept whatever God sends our way. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  

Pride 
What better proof of your pride could you have given 
than to claim you were not proud? 
          —St. John Climacus 

Christianity 
Christianity is the spirit of Jesus Christ at work in the 
world. 
       —Anonymous 





 
As branches of the one true Vine, we call on the name of our God,  

who never fails to answer our prayers. 
 
 

For the mission work of the Church throughout the  
world, and for the safety of all who proclaim the Good News, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For peace in the world, for a safe return home for  
refugees, and for cooperation and generous  

sharing of resources among nations,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those who feel they are being pruned by  
the Master Vinegrower through illness or other  

challenges in their lives,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those newly baptized this Easter season,  

newly grafted to the Vine, as they thrive and  
bear fruit through their vital witness to the Good News,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all who have no place to call home to,  
for those who are unemployed or underemployed,  

and for those who go to bed hungry or in pain every night,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from COVID-19,  

and for all who have died, especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts;  

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
O God, 

we have been grafted onto the vine of Christ by our Baptism. 
Grant us the grace to grow ever closer to him 

that we may bear fruit to the glory of your name. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord. 

 
 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

Pr
ay

er
 o

f t
he

 F
ai

th
fu

l 





Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET

“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103
919100 St Christopher Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
Parishioner/ 

St. Christopher 
School Parent

408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032



If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

919100 St Christopher Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Malena M. Bischof
Realtor, DRE# 01510558

Alliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

(650) 380-0889
Parishioner

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

Rocky Morrella III
BROKER

Licensed Since 1972
BRE# 00429025

1898 Curtner Avenue ■ San Jose, CA 95124
408.398.1936 Email: Rocky@RockyMorrella.com

Each office is independently owned and operated

HALLMARK
REALTY

“A Place For All”
2951 MONTEREY ROAD
SAN JOSE, CA 95111

408.269.5490

Italian Food & Pizzeria
STEAK • SEAFOOD • PASTA

15% Off
With Coupon

Not valid with any other offer, on
Holidays, daily dinner specials,

family dinner deals, or party 
trays to go, happy hour specials 

or gift certificate purchases.
Cannot be used for groups over 

6 or with split checks.
Expires 6/30/21

408-264-5781
www.GiorgiosItalianFood.com

1445 Foxworthy Ave. San Jose

MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


