


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18 
 

Tuesday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 
 

Wednesday:  Ezr 9:5-9; Tb:13:2, 3-4abefghn, 7-8; 
 Lk 9:1-6 
 

Thursday:  Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 9:7-9 
 

Friday:  Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1-4; Lk 9:18-22 
 

Saturday:  Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13; 
 Lk 9:43b-45 
 

Sunday:  Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8, 10, 12-14; 
 Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

The Meaning of Discipleship 
The geography of today’s Gospel is significant. Jesus is 
completing his ministry in Galilee and beginning his 
journey to Jerusalem, where he will meet both death and 
resurrection. The prediction of his death placed here is the 
second of three in Mark’s Gospel, and as usual it is the 
occasion for an important teaching on the part of Jesus. 
Today that lesson is tied to the need for his disciples to 
embrace a ministry of service. A play on words in 
Aramaic would have linked the words “child” and 
“servant,” thus turning Jesus’ gesture of placing a child in 
their midst into an illustration of his understanding of 
himself as the Servant of the Lord. It is that same 
awareness of the meaning of their ministry that Jesus (and 
Mark) wishes to instill in the disciples. Theirs must be a 
ministry of service if they are to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus. And that service might even require of them that 
they be “handed over” to death. What would have been—
in the culture of Jesus’ day—an ordinary discussion of 
social status (“who is the greatest”) becomes in Mark’s 
context a key insight into the meaning of discipleship for 
the disciples and for us. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — The wicked say: With revilement and 
torture let us put the just one to the test 
(Wisdom 2:12, 17-20). 
Psalm — The Lord upholds my life (Psalm 54). 
Second Reading — The wisdom from above is full of 
mercy and good fruits (James 3:16 — 4:3). 
Gospel — Whoever receives one child such as this in my 
name, receives me (Mark 9:30-37). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 
Sunday:  Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
  Catechetical Sunday 
Monday:  Ss. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, 
  Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, and Companions; 
  Sukkot (Jewish harvest festival) 
  begins at sunset 
Tuesday:  St. Matthew 
Wednesday:  Autumn begins 
Thursday:  St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
Saturday:  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Feast of Faith 
Doxology and Amen 
“Doxology” comes from a Greek word meaning “words 
of praise.” The Eucharistic Prayer ends with a doxology 
addressed to the triune God: “Through him, with him, in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.” It is an 
exclamation of praise, honor, and glory to God, reminding 
us that we receive everything from God through the Son, 
in the power of the Spirit. At the consecration, the priest 
held up the host and then the chalice for us to see and 
adore. During the doxology, the host and chalice are held 
up again, but this time they are held up and offered to 
God the Father. With the doxology, the Eucharistic Prayer 
ends, as it began, with words of praise addressed to the 
Father: truly, it is right and just to give God praise, and 
we assent to this in our whole-hearted acclamation, 
“Amen.” Never was more meaning packed into so short a 
word. This “Amen,” sometimes and fittingly called “the 
great Amen,” is our response to the entire Eucharistic 
Prayer. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



TTreasures From Our Tradition  
On the Byzantine calendar, September 23 is the feast of the Conception of John the Baptist. The Roman and 
Byzantine calendars have in common the other equinox- or solstice-derived dates of solemnities: December 
25, March 25, and June 24. Scholars see strong evidence in the writings of the early Church Fathers for the 
fixing of these dates from the imagined “anniversary” of Gabriel’s appearance to Zechariah at Yom Kippur, 
which was thought to have coincided with the equinox as a day of “at-one-ment” between light and darkness. 
The spiritual writer Origen held to this date. 
The annunciation to Zechariah then set the date six months later for Mary’s conception of Jesus (March 25), 
and then, of course, for the dates of the births of John (June 24) and Jesus (December 25). Is this “liturgical 
trivia?” Perhaps. But it’s also the best explanation we have for the dating of some of the most important 
festivals on our calendar. So even though the Roman Church doesn’t observe the Conception of John the 
Baptist, yesterday’s equinox can remind us of how our salvation history is closely attuned to God’s creation. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Twenty-fifth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 

September 19, 2021 
 

The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
for those who cultivate peace. 

                                                     —James 3:18 

What Makes You Happy? 
 
St. James message of peace is as true now as it was two thousand years ago. Where else do wars and terrorism 
come from, than people holding on to wealth, power, or hatred? But the message James shares, and that of Je-
sus in the gospel, is a simple call to be different. Neither of them condemns anyone. They call us to look at 
what we really want and what truly brings happiness. 
Jesus' disciples argued about who was greatest. Instead of slapping them down for their selfish pride, he looks 
at what they could be and calls them to a different attitude. To be truly happy, they must let go of pride and 
arrogance; they must learn that serving others is the only way to experience love and joy. 
We are no different today. We have to learn that having the latest gadget, the most expensive cell-phone, or the 
latest-model car are at best temporary delights. And that being admired by acquaintances is never as lasting as 
loving someone for themselves. Jesus offers even more: the joy of being loved by God and helping others to 
know Him. Think about Jesus' words to the disciples: He is the Son of God, yet he wants to lead us not just to 
himself, but to the Father. 
Can we learn to be more excited about what God has done for us than what we did to improve our home? Can 
we share our faith in God's mercy instead of bragging about our golf or bowling scores? Are we more interest-
ed in impressing members of the opposite sex, or treating all people with respect? 
St. James ends our second reading with a challenging statement: He says we ask but don't receive because we 
ask wrongly. How often do we desire things that won't really make us happy? Do we pray for things we don't 
really need? Would we ask God to punish those who hurt us, or to help us forgive them? Let us ask God to 
show us his love and to help those around us to experience it too. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 





 
Let us seek wisdom from above, and pray for the needs of all. 

 
For our Church as we proclaim Christ crucified  

and risen through our service to those who are lowest and least,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For an end to all war and violence in the world,  

starting with the policies of our own country,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For children throughout the world, for their safety,  

for enough food, for loving families,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all catechists and teachers of God’s holy word,  

for those who form our children, for those who work  
with catechumens, for those who minister to young adults  

And to the elderly,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For our community as we set aside ambitions so  

that we might serve those in need around us,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  

COVID-19, and for all who have died,  
especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts;  

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
Holy God, 

you want us to love you 
by loving the least among us. 

Grant us the grace to serve one another. 
We ask you to hear these our prayers 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
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Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET

“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: RushT@jspaluch.com

Call Traci Rush
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
Parishioner/ 

St. Christopher 
School Parent

408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

919100 St Christopher Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Malena M. Bischof
Realtor, DRE# 01510558

Alliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

(650) 380-0889
Parishioner

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166
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