


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Dn 1:1-6, 8-20; Dn 3:52-56; Lk 21:1-4 
 

Tuesday:  Dn 2:31-45; Dn 3:57-61; Lk 21:5-11 
 

Wednesday:  Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28;  
 Dn 3:62-67; Lk 21:12-19 
 

Thursday:  Dn 6:12-28; Dn 3:68-74; Lk 21:20-28 
 Thanksgiving Day, Suggested:  
 Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-11; 1  
 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19 
 

Friday:  Dn 7:2-14; Dn 3:75-81; Lk 21:29-33 
 

Saturday:  Dn 7:15-27; Dn 3:82-87; Lk 21:34-36 
 

Sunday:  Jer 33:14-16; Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14; 
 1 Thes 3:12 — 4:2; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Christ The King 

The selection from the book of Daniel presented in 
today’s first reading was part of an attempt to weave a 
vision of ultimate success for the Jews under persecution. 
Exactly whom the author had in mind when he refers to 
“one like a Son of Man” is hotly disputed by scholars 
today. The fact is, we simply do not know if the author 
meant anyone in particular or if this is a collective, 
figurative image of Israel’s triumph. What we do know is 
that the early Christian community seized upon this 
passage and recognized it as a messianic prophecy, a 
foretelling of the ultimate triumph of Jesus as the Christ 
of God. The Lectionary’s juxtaposition of this text with 
today’s Gospel narrative of Jesus before Pilate is a 
wonderful example of how the liturgy “layers” passages 
with new meaning by inserting them in a particular 
context. 
The celebration of Christ the King allows us to hear these 
passages with a new depth of meaning in light of our 
contemporary understanding of how, in Jesus and his 
resurrection and ascension, we have seen the fulfillment 
of Daniel’s vision of ultimate deliverance. The veiled 
admission of Jesus before Pilate that he did indeed have a 
kingdom “not here” takes on new meaning against the 
cosmic vision of Daniel, who allows us to glimpse the 
“Ancient One” on his heavenly throne. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — One like a Son of man received 
dominion, glory, and kingship (Daniel 7:13-14). 
Psalm — The Lord is king; he is robed in majesty 
(Psalm 93). 
Second Reading — Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead (Revelation 1:5-8). 
Gospel — For this I came into the world, to testify to the 
truth (John 18:33b-37). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  King of the Universe 
Monday:  Thirty-fourth or Last Week in  
  Ordinary Time; St. Cecilia 
Tuesday:  St. Clement I; St. Columban; 
  Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro 
Wednesday:  St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and Companions 
Thursday:  Thanksgiving Day; 
  St. Catherine of Alexandria 
Saturday:  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Feast of Faith 

Procession 
“The Mass is ended, go in peace.” At the beginning of 
Mass, the ministers entered in solemn procession, an 
emblem of the diverse community that comes together 
around the altar each week to celebrate the Eucharist. As 
Mass ends, another procession forms, and the ministers 
go forth from the church. This concluding procession also 
acts as an emblem of the entire assembly, who, nourished 
by the Eucharist, will now go forth to our scattered homes 
and places of work to be a transforming leaven of the 
gospel in the world. At the beginning of Mass, the priest 
kissed the altar as a sign of greeting, a gesture of 
reverence for Christ. Now, the priest reverences the altar 
again, this time in a gesture of farewell. We gather our 
things and go forth as we entered—but not quite. Through 
our celebration of the Eucharist, we have renewed our 
commitment to service of Christ our King, and we go 
forth nourished, strengthened, renewed—changed. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

A Thankful Heart 
A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the 
parent of all the other virtues. 
                  —Cicero 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Despite the fact that the feast of Christ the King was established less than a century ago, it has already undergone a shift 
in focus. When Pope Pius XI established this feast in 1925, nationalism and fascism were on the rise. The pope intended 
that it be a “vehicle for spiritual teaching,” one that would recognize the ultimate authority of Christ over all political 
and social scheming. The last Sunday of October was chosen as the date for the feast because of its proximity to the 
feast of All Saints, those men and women who bore witness to Christ’s reign in so many different ways. 
The calendar reforms of 1969 moved the feast to the last Sunday of the liturgical year. There, in the context of 
November’s focus on the end times, Christ’s second coming at the end of all time is highlighted. The threefold cycle of 
readings also expands our imaginations in regard to this feast. In this year’s Gospel, Christ stands before Pilate, whose 
own power blinds him to the truth of the Lord’s kingdom. In a world where oppression still holds sway over too many 
people, this feast is somehow still as timely as when Pope Pius XI first established it. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
King of the Universe 
November 21, 2021 

 
Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, 

the firstborn of the dead 
and ruler of the kings of the earth. 

 
                                                       —Revelation 1:5 

What is Truth? 
 
When we celebrate Christ the King, we are not talking about political power. That is the only kind of king that 
Pilate recognized. Our first two readings describe in poetic terms what Christ's kingdom is like: a priestly king-
dom of glory and power that will never end. Pilate was judging the One who would one day judge him. He 
wanted to know if Jesus claimed to be a king, or if the Jews who wanted Jesus destroyed were behind the ru-
mors of kingship. Jesus does not deny his kingship; after all, he says his purpose in life is the Truth. If you 
were reading this in the Bible, you would see Pilate's response, "What is truth?" 
For Jesus (and for us), truth is the relationship between God and God's people. God is the source of the uni-
verse, the source of all life. Jesus came to show us the truth of God's love for all people. The divine kingdom is 
simply the way that we relate to God and each other. We join that kingdom, not by signing a membership list, 
but by living a life of love: Love for God and for each other. 
So why doesn't Jesus use all that power and glory to make everyone follow him? Because God asks us to be 
humble like Jesus. God doesn't force people to believe. That is another side of Truth: who God is and who we 
are. If you believe in God, you begin to see God in people whom you love, people who need our help, even 
people who don't like us. We even see God in the beauty and majesty of creation. A few years ago, when I 
heard that scientists were coming to accept that the universe was infinite, I was afraid that that would make 
people reject the idea of God. But then it occurred to me that an all-powerful God would make an infinite uni-
verse to show the divine glory. 
Today Jesus invites us to accept the truth and become members of his kingdom. The tax is what we freely 
choose to give; the army are those who freely give themselves in service to the poor, the sick, and those who 
are seeking God. And the laws of this Kingdom are simple--Love God with all your being and love your 
neighbor as yourself. And that's the Truth. 
 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 





 
Let us offer our prayers now to God, who rules the universe  

and yet loves each and every one of us and has freed us from our sins. 
 

For the holy Church of God as we proclaim  
Jesus Christ Lord of our lives,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For leaders of all nations to follow the example  
of Jesus, dedicate themselves to the truth,  

and serve all the people with whom they have  
been entrusted, especially the weakest and the least,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all who are oppressed by unjust rulers, for those  
who are persecuted for their religious beliefs and way of life,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the gift of repentance for our sins, and for the  
gift of forgiveness,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For our faith community as we seek to take our part  
in building up the reign of God,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  
COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our hearts;  

for all our intentions spoken and unspoken,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
Hear these prayers, O Lord our God, 

and graciously grant that we may 
have a share in your heavenly kingdom 

where you live and reign for ever and ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and King. 

 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  
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MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!
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Free professional ad design & my help!
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Call Traci Rush
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Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

919100 St Christopher Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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JOURNEY.
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation
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✔Ambulance
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24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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