
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Sat: Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 
Sun: 7:00 am , 8:00 am, 9:30.am, 11:00 am, 

12:00 Noon, and 4:00 pm 

Sunday  Courtyard—8:30 am  9:30am  
and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
Holy Days 

7:00 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30am-10:30am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after 
the birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months   prior 
to the proposed date of  
wedding. 

February 27, 2022 
Eight Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 



“As this great season of Lent begins, we are signed on the forehead with ashes to remind us that Lent 
has begun. The ashes call us to repent and believe in the gospel, we may have left the Church with great 
plans and promises: plans aimed at wiping out all our bad habits and shortcomings; promises to pray 
more, to eat less and, perhaps, to be more generous with the goods we have been given.  Every year we 
promise   ourselves that this Lent will be different. We repeat the ritual of giving-up or taking-on.  Do you 
ever wonder what effect, if any, it has on us? Often our efforts don’t bear fruit, not    because we don’t try 
hard enough or because we don’t put enough time and effort into our    strategies for self-renewal but, 
because our efforts are misdirected.  
 

Lent isn’t about the things I do; it is primarily about what God does. Lent centers more on what we can 
do for others than on what we will give up, since this would seem more in tune with "...and be faithful to 
the gospel." Lent  helps us to see our God, as a God of  love  who sets us free from sin and leads us out to 
a new life of freedom. It  is another way to help us recognise what God has done and continues to do in 
the history of salvation, universal and personal. Lent is a time to stand in the light of God’s love, to re-
joice in the wonders God does for us.  This is the true meaning of penance; turn towards God first so that 
we can then turn from sin.  Only then can we see ourselves and each other as God sees us.  Only then can 
we respond to God and live as God wants us to live.   
According to Matthew:  
 

Then the King will say to those at his right hand, "Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was 

sick and you visited me, I  was in prison and you came to me."                                                  
 (Mt. 25:34-36)   

So, the question should not be what am I giving up for Lent, but what am I doing for Lent? 

ASH WEDNESDAY  

"For dust you are  and to dust you shall return. 
Reflection 

The liturgical use of ashes originated in the Old Testament times. Ashes symbolized mourning, mortality 
and penance. In the Book of Esther, Mordecai put on sackcloth and ashes when he heard of the decree of 
King Ahasuerus to kill all of the Jewish people in the Persian Empire (Esther 4:1). Job repented in sack-
cloth and ashes (Job 42:6). Prophesying the Babylonian captivity of  Jerusalem, Daniel wrote, "I turned to 
the Lord God, pleading in earnest prayer, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes" (Daniel 9:3).  
 
Jesus  made reference to ashes, "If the miracles worked in you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have reformed in sackcloth and ashes long ago" (Matthew 11:21).  In the Middle Ages, the priest 
would bless the dying person with holy water, saying, "Remember that thou art dust and to dust thou 
shalt  return."  The Church adapted the use of ashes to mark the  beginning of the penitential season of 
Lent, when we remember our mortality and mourn for our sins. In our present liturgy for Ash Wednes-
day, we use ashes made from the burned palm branches distributed on the Palm Sunday of the previous 
year. The priest blesses the ashes and imposes them on the foreheads of the faithful, making the sign of 
the cross and saying, "Remember, man you are dust and to dust you shall return," or "Turn away from 
sin and be faithful to the Gospel." As we begin this holy   season of Lent in preparation for Easter, we 
must remember the significance of the ashes we have received: We mourn and do penance for our sins. 
We again convert our hearts to the Lord, who   suffered, died, and rose for our salvation. We renew the 
promises made at our baptism, when we died to an old life and rose to a new life with Christ. Finally, 
mindful that the kingdom of this world passes away, we strive to live the kingdom of God now and look 
forward to its fulfillment in heaven.  



General Characteristics of  the Liturgy in Lent  

 What is the liturgy of Lent like? It has a particular character, marked by restraint 
and sobriety. There is a certain austere beauty about Lent. Many expressions of 
joyful celebration that are usually found in the liturgy are suppressed during Lent. 
The alleluia is not sung. The Gloria is also omitted (except for the solemnities of 
the Annunciation and St. Joseph). There is no sprinkling with holy water at the 
beginning of Mass. Musical accompaniment for songs and hymns is scaled back. 
Church decorations are kept to a minimum. The readings and prayers of the 
liturgy call us to deep conversion. The color purple, signifying penitence, is used 
for the vestments and for any hangings in the church. Those preparing for 
Baptism are brought to the forefront as special rites for them are celebrated on certain Sundays 
of Lent, and even on weekdays. Their presence reminds us that we are all on a spiritual journey 
together that leads to Easter.  
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday  
The forty days of Lent begin on Ash Wednesday, with readings that call us to repentance. 
“Blow the trumpet in Zion! proclaim a fast, call an assembly;” the reading from Joel 
announces. In the liturgy of Ash Wednesday, the priest or minister traces the sign of the cross 
on our forehead with blessed ashes. The ashes are made by burning palm fronds from the 
previous year’s Palm Sunday liturgy. They remind us of our mortality and of the need to turn to 
God and live according to the Gospel. This simple ritual makes a profound statement about 
life, death, and Christian faith. The practice of putting on ashes at the beginning of Lent 
originated in the Rhineland in the tenth century and came to Rome in the twelfth. The 
symbolism of putting on ashes is much older, however, going back to the Old and New 
Testaments. Ashes are a sign of mourning and sorrow, penitence and grief. To “put on 
sackcloth and ashes” is to become like one who is performing public penance for the 
forgiveness of sins. The liturgy of Ash Wednesday calls all believers to conversion.  
 
The First Sunday of  Lent  
Each Sunday in Lent brings before us one or another aspect of the drama of salvation. The 
Gospel for this first Sunday, in all three years of the Lectionary cycle, tells of Jesus’ time in the 
desert, where he was tempted by Satan and yet chose to follow God’s way. It is a crucial 
confrontation. The Spirit  brings Jesus into the desert, just as the Spirit guides the Church into 
the season of Lent. For adults and older children preparing for Baptism, this is a very special 
time. On or near the First Sunday of Lent, the diocesan bishop or his delegate celebrates the 
Rite of Election with those catechumens who are preparing to be baptized at Easter. The Rite 
of Election is part of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). This rite and all the rites 
of the catechumenate are based on ancient Christian practices. Because the Rite of Election 
normally takes place in a diocesan setting, most parish communities with catechumens will 
celebrate a Rite of Sending. The catechumens are recognized and affirmed. After the Rite of 
Election they are known as the Elect, because they have been elected or chosen by God and the 
Church to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist at the Easter 
Vigil. The whole Church is called to be specially mindful of the Elect throughout Lent, to pray 
for them and to walk with them toward the sacraments. Their presence reminds us of the 
importance of our own Baptism, which we will renew at Easter.  



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-3:00pm  
Fridays. ( 9:00-12:00Noon) 
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Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
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OUR COMMUNITY 

PRAY FOR THE ILL  
IN OUR PARISH 

 
Maria Garcia  

Peter Crisham    

Sim Vu  

Marybarbara Zorio  

Jeanne Scullion  

 
Erica Caasi 

Allyson Mandry 
Jacqueline Tran 
Larry Flynn, Jr.  
Kerry Hamilton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Marjorie Agnes Morrella 
 

 
 

Vivienne M. Fontaine 
 

 
Michael Gowan 

 
Val Mazzurca 

 

 
Vivienne M. Fontaine 

 

 
Mary Lang 

 

 
Meghan Valez 

 
 
   

 

Why we receive the ashes 
Following the example of the Ninevites, who did penance in 
sackcloth and ashes, our foreheads are marked with ashes to 
humble our hearts and reminds us that life passes away on Earth.  
We remember this when we are told “Remember, Man is dust, and 
unto dust you shall return.” Ashes are a symbol of penance made 
sacramental by the blessing of the Church, and they help us develop 
a spirit of humility and sacrifice. The distribution of ashes comes 
from a ceremony of ages past. Christians who had committed grave 
faults performed public penance.  
 
On Ash Wednesday, the Bishop blessed the hair shirts which they 
were to wear during the forty days of penance, and sprinkled over 
them ashes made from the palms from the previous year. Then, 
while the faithful recited the Seven Penitential Psalms, the penitents 
were turned out of the church because of their sins — just as Adam, 
the first man, was turned out of Paradise because of his 
disobedience.  
 
The penitents did not enter the church again until Maundy 
Thursday after having won reconciliation by the toil of forty days’ 
penance and sacramental absolution. Later, all Christians, whether 
public or secret penitents, came to receive ashes out of devotion. In 
earlier times, the distribution of ashes was followed by a penitential 
procession. 
 
The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm 
Sunday celebration of the previous year. The ashes are christened 
with Holy Water and are scented by exposure to incense. While the 
ashes symbolize penance and contrition, they are also a reminder 
that God is gracious and merciful to those who call on Him with 
repentant hearts. His Divine mercy is of utmost importance during 
the season of Lent, and the Church calls on us to seek that mercy 
during the entire Lenten season with reflection, prayer and 
penance. 

 

Mass Times on Ash Wednesday 
7:00am 

9:00am 

12:00 Noon 

5:00pm 

7:00pm 

Ashes will be distributed  
at all Masses 



T  S  P  S . C  C  

 
  
 
 
 

The entire Catholic Church is called to   
participate in the upcoming Synod of  

Bishops! The upcoming Synod is entitled:  
“For a Synodal Church: Communion, 

 Participation, and Mission.”    

 
Our first listening session will be on  

Saturday March 5, in the Kindergarten 
Courtyard from 9:30-10:30am 

Zoom on March 8,and 10  
From 

7:00-8:00pm 
Please sign up on Flock notes for  

these sessions.   

 
Highlights Lent 

 

Monday –Friday 
Mass at 9:00am Mon-Friday 

Mass at 6:30pm Mon -Thursday 
No 6:30pm mass on Wednesday during 

Lent 
 

Lenten  Series  
Tuesdays during Lent 

March 15,22,29.  
By Zoom 7:00pm-8:30pm 

 
Wednesday During Lent 

Adoration of the Blessed sacrament with a 
reflection on the Eucharist. Closing with 

Benediction. 
6:30-8:30pm 

 
 

Thursday  
24, of March 

Evening of Reflection 
 

 
Fridays during lent 

Stations of the Cross 
7:00pm. 

Stations of the Cross in Church 
 

Every session of the Second Vatican Council      
began with the prayer ‘Adsumus Sancte Spiritus’, 
the first word of the original Latin, meaning, ‘We 
stand before You, Holy Spirit’, which has been 
historically used at Councils, Synods and other 
Church gatherings for hundreds of years, and is 
attributed to St. Isidore of Seville (c. 560 – 4 April 
636). As we embrace this Synodal Process, this 
prayer invites the Holy Spirit to be at work in us so 
that we may be a community and a people of 
grace. 
 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 
All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Universal Synod Pope Francis has called for a uni-
versal synod with local and universal components. 
We, in the Diocese of San Jose, will participate in 
this universal synod in the Spring of 2022.  

Pope Francis outlined two fundamental questions 
to guide the Synod on Synodality or “journeying 
together.” How does this ‘journeying together’ 
take place today on different levels (from the local 
level to the universal level), allowing the Church 
to proclaim the Gospel? And “What steps is the 
Spirit inviting us to take to grow as a synodal 
Church?” In the coming weeks ahead, you will be 
invited to participate in some  listening sessions. 
Please keep parish community and Diocese  in 
prayer as we walk with the Holy Father during 
this Universal Synod. 



Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET

“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103
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