
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Sat: Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 
Sun: 7:00 am , 8:00 am, 9:30.am, 11:00 am, 

12:00 Noon, and 4:00 pm 

Sunday  Courtyard—8:30 am  9:30am  
and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
Holy Days 

7:00 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30am-10:30am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after 
the birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months   prior 
to the proposed date of  
wedding. 

March 6, 2022 
First Sunday 

Of Lent 
Newsletter 



The liturgical season of Lent has its origins in the catechumenate, the initiation process for converts to 
Christianity in the early centuries. The final phase of preparation was the 40 days preceding the Paschal 
Triduum in which the catechumens intensified their prayer and preparation. This period was eventually 
extended to all the faithful as a season to renew one’s relationship with God. With the implementation of 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) in recent decades, the Church has reinstituted the cate-
chumenate. We can now celebrate a number of optional rites within Lent for those adults seeking to enter 
into full communion with the Church at the Easter Vigil. 
 

While many people associate Lent with deprivation—“giving up” things as disciplines for the season—
the deprivation is not the point! Our goal is growth in relationship with God. In fact, the English word 
“Lent” has its roots in an Old German word for springtime. The deprivation can be seen as a simplifying, 
a stripping back, to allow a new springtime in our relationship with God. 
 

The Sunday readings in Lent reflect the themes of the season and are intended to take us on a journey of 
growth, renewal, and resurrection. The first and second readings are sometimes connected only themati-
cally to the gospel passage. 
 

The Lenten Sunday readings for March/April 2022 are from Year C,  
featuring the Gospel of Luke and the Gospel of John  
 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY: TEMPTATION IN THE DESERT 
A ~ Matthew 4:1 - 11, B ~ Mark 1:12 - 15,  C ~ Luke 4:1 - 13 
We begin the Sundays of Lent by reflecting on Jesus’ temptation in the desert. These passages invite us 
to reflect on the temptations we each face, and to ponder how our own “desert” experience this Lent – 
through fasting, almsgiving, and extra prayer – can help us return to the essentials of our relationship 
with God. Our first readings harken back to the earliest days of salvation history, urging us to return once 
again to the destiny God promised us long ago. 
 
THIRD, FOURTH & FIFTH SUNDAYS 
The gospel readings in Year A are all extended stories from the Gospel of John. On the 3rd Sunday, we 
hear of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman at the well, and on the 4th Sunday, we hear about Je-
sus healing the man born blind. On the 5th Sunday, we hear of Jesus’ raising Lazarus from the dead. 
Each story challenges us to broaden our understanding of who Jesus Christ is for us, and how that under-
standing reorients our lives. If there are adults in the parish preparing for baptism at the Easter Vigil and 
the parish plans to celebrate optional rites called "The Scrutinies," a parish may choose to use these 
readings during the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of Years B and C. 

What are the “Scrutinies”?  
These very special rites are celebrated on the middle three Sundays of Lent, at liturgies where the Elect 
are present.  The Elect are those in our midst who are preparing for Baptism.  Part of their journey to the 
font is that they have been received among us, the Rite of Acceptance, and they have been enrolled in the 
Book of the Elect in the Rite of Election.  Even if these rites are not celebrated at the liturgy we attend, or 
not celebrated in our parish or congregation at all, it can be wonderful to reflect upon the journey these 
Elect are making during Lent, as an inspiration and source of renewal for us in our journey. 
 

These are ancient rites and they may, at first, seem strange to us.  But they are profoundly rooted in our 
human experience.  We need to examine (scrutinize) how we are, the areas of our lives where we are 
tempted, or seriously sin - in what we do and what we fail to do.  We really need healing and the strength 
that can come from the support of our sisters and brothers.  

THE SEASON OF GROWTH & RENEWAL 



Office of  the Bishop 

 
Lifting of  the Dispensation of  the Sunday Obligation 

 

Brothers and Sisters in the Diocese of San José, 
Since the time of Adam and Eve, suffering has been part of the human experience. The 
pandemic has certainly added a great deal of suffering worldwide. As we understand in our 
faith, suffering will never be eliminated completely until Jesus Christ returns; however, we are 
called to mitigate unnecessary suffering where possible. Thus, we live with a certain amount of 
discomfort and inconvenience, but always with the joy and hope that we are in solidarity with 
each other and with Christ’s suffering and caring for with most vulnerable among us. 
Public health experts have been preparing the public for the endemic phase of the Covid-19 
disease. With an endemic disease, the virus remains present at a lower level of infection as the 
population gains greater immunity. Thus, we integrate the health risks of Covid-19 into our life 
calculations. 
Thank goodness, more than 80% of residents of Santa Clara County have been fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19. With these improving circumstances, therefore, effective March 6, 2022, the 
First Sunday of Lent, the dispensation of the Sunday and Holy Day obligation will conclude for 
all Catholics within the Diocese of San José. The faithful who are healthy and without 
significant risk factors or other serious reasons should fulfill these obligations joyfully and 
conscientiously, continuing to abide by safety protocols. 
At the same time, I remind everyone that the Church has always provided exceptions to the 
Sunday and Holy Day obligation. Anyone with a “serious reason” or “grave cause” is excused 
from the obligation. In the case of this pandemic, “serious reason” and “grave cause” would 
include: anyone who is sick, symptomatic, or tested positive for or has been recently exposed to 
COVID; anyone who is confined to their home, a hospital, or nursing facility; anyone caring for 
someone who is ill or immunocompromised; or being at high-risk for contracting COVID-
19 (Canon 1245; CCC 2181). Catholics are encouraged to consult with their pastor if they are 
unsure about their personal situation. 
Anyone who isn’t able to go to Mass should continue to keep the Lord’s Day holy with 
intentional time in prayer, including engagement in the readings for the day, which may be 
enhanced through watching a pre-recorded or livestreamed Mass and making a spiritual 
communion. 
Regarding the importance of Sunday worship, the Catechism states: “The celebration of 
Sunday observes the moral commandment inscribed by nature in the human heart to render to 
God an outward, visible, public, and regular worship ‘as a sign of his universal beneficence to 
all.’ Sunday worship fulfills the moral command of the Old Covenant, taking up its rhythm and 
spirit in the weekly celebration of the Creator and Redeemer of his people” (CCC 2176). 
I invite those of us who are able to return safely to participate in the Sunday Eucharist in their 
parish. Let us continue to make the Lord’s Day a true celebration of thanksgiving for God’s 
love, mercy, and redemption. I am grateful to everyone who has worked so hard to keep our 
parishes and schools running so that our mission could continue. Despite the challenges and 
darkness of this pandemic, we continue to bring the light of Christ to others as seen in our 
liturgies, visits to the homebound, prayer groups, faith formation, adoration, and much more. 
Thank you to all the volunteers, staff, and clergy who have creatively nurtured our parish and 
school communities! 
 
Be assured of my prayers, 
 
Most Reverend Oscar Cantú 
Bishop of San José 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-3:00pm  
Fridays. ( 9:00-12:00Noon) 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.org 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 311,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Chuck Tully, ext. 304 
Email: chuck.tully@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Clarissa Barela—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: clarissa.barela@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mrs. Sally Douthit 
Email: sdouthit@stchris.us  

 
Co-Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris. 



OUR COMMUNITY 

PRAY FOR THE ILL  
IN OUR PARISH 

 
Maria Garcia  

Peter Crisham 

Sim Vu  

Jeanne Scullion  

Erica Caasi 

Allyson Mandry 

Jacqueline Tran 

Larry Flynn, Jr. 

Hien Huynh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 

 
Marjorie Agnes Morrella 

 
Vivienne M. Fontaine 

 
Michael James Gowan 

 
Val Mazzurca 

 
Mary Lang 

 
Meghan Valez 

 
Marybarbara Schaefer Zorio  

 
Antonina Baronessa 

 
Vivian Belasco 

 
Elvia Gonzalez 

 

Grief  Support Group 
 

If you are going through a loss, one of the best ways to heal is to 
share your grief with those who are going through a similar 
experience.  St. Christopher’s Grief Ministry is offering a 5 week 
grief support group in the Marian Rm. of the Msgr. Allen Center 
starting on Mondays, April 25 through May 23rd from 1:15pm-
2:30pm.   The group is open to anyone going through loss, such as 
a death, divorce, or having to put partner in care facility from 
Alzheimer’s.  The group will be led by Sandy Foehr and Mariana 
Giacalone, members of St. Christopher’s grief ministry.  Anyone 
attending needs to be Vaccinated & Boosted. 
 

 Call Sandy at  408-807-0503 or email her at:  
tyedyesandy@gmail.com  to sign up or if you have questions.   
 
 
 
 
 
Rosary  
 

The Knights of Columbus Bishop O’Dowd Council is inviting   St 
Christopher’s parishioners to join us in saying the rosary during 
Lent every night at 8:00 PM. The information to participate is 
included in the forwarded email.  
DAILY ROSARY 
Every day 8:00 PM 
https://us02web.zoom.us or Phone (669) 900-6833 
Meeting ID: 891 3125 2139 
Passcode: Knights 
 
 
 
 
 

Becoming A Catholic. (R.C.I.A.) 
 

The RCIA is offered to those who have never been baptized in any 
Christian church but may also benefit those already baptized who 
desire to become Catholic. The non-baptized who are suitably 
prepared are joyfully received into the Catholic Church by the 
reception of the three Sacraments of Initiation, namely, Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Most Holy Eucharist. This takes place at the 
Easter Vigil in their local Catholic parish. 
 
If you are interested in becoming Catholic or simply finding out 
more about the RCIA, you should contact our parish office and 
make an appointment to speak to one of our priests or our RCIA 
coordinator. We look forward to hearing from you 



T  I    S  S . C  C  

 
 
 
 

 
The entire Catholic Church is called to   
participate in the upcoming Synod of  

Bishops! The upcoming Synod is entitled:  
“For a Synodal Church: Communion, 

 Participation, and Mission.”    

 
Our first listening session will be on  

Saturday March 5, in the Kindergarten 
Courtyard from 9:30-10:30am 

Zoom on March 8,and 10  
From 

7:00-8:00pm 
Please sign up on Flock notes for  

these sessions.   

 
Highlights Lent 

 

Monday –Friday 
Mass at 9:00am Mon-Friday 

Mass at 6:30pm Mon -Thursday 
No 6:30pm mass on  

Wednesday during Lent 
 

Lenten  Series  
Tuesdays during Lent 

March 15, 22, 29.  
By Zoom 7:00pm-8:30pm 

 
Wednesday During Lent 

Adoration of the Blessed sacrament with a 
reflection on the Eucharist. Closing with 

Benediction. 
6:30-8:30pm 

 
 

Thursday  
24, of March 

Evening of Reflection 
 

 
Fridays during lent 

Stations of the Cross 
7:00pm. 

Stations of the Cross in Church 
 

JESUS AND THE PEOPLE  

Christ, Crucified and Risen, is the High Priest 
who takes part in our weaknesses and who, 
through the sacrifice of himself unites humanity 
with God the Father. In his self-gift, Christ breaks 
down the wall that in the temple separated the 
chosen people from the pagans. There is no    
longer any separation; the possibility of walking 
the road of new life is open to everyone. 

Beside Christ, the Mother of God, a figure of the 
Church who gathers the water and blood that flow 
from the pierced side of her Son, symbol of the 
sacraments. A dove is hidden inside the chalice. 
We contemplate the gift of the Holy Spirit who 
makes us participate at the life of God himself, the 
filial life, the life of communion.  

Mary-Church, united to Christ, offers the chalice 
to the centurion, a "pagan" who in reality is the 
first believer. Behind him opens up a crowd of 
people who, then, will also be clothed with Christ, 
indeed, woven into the Body of Christ.  

The priestly stole reminds us that, by assuming 
human nature, Christ has opened to all humanity 
the possibility of becoming sons and daughters 
and of living life as communion, as peace, as 
reconciliation. 

“Being a synodal Church means being a Church 
that is the sacrament of Christ’s promise that the 

Spirit will always be with us.”  



Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET

“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103
919100 St Christopher Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: RushT@jspaluch.com

Call Traci Rush
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
Parishioner/ 

St. Christopher 
School Parent

408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

919100 St Christopher Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Malena M. Bischof
Realtor, DRE# 01510558

Alliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

(650) 380-0889
Parishioner

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166




