
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Sat: Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 
Sun: 7:00 am , 8:00 am, 9:30.am, 11:00 am, 

12:30pm, and 4:00 pm 

Sunday  Courtyard—8:30 am  9:30am  
and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
Holy Days 

7:00 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30am-10:30am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after 
the birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months   prior 
to the proposed date of  
wedding. 

March 13, 2022 
Second Sunday 

Of Lent 
Newsletter 



1. Our conversion is an impossible task 
Yes, you read that correctly, it is impossible. It is not and never will be within our capabilities. To convert 
means to let Someone else take part. We definitely can’t do it by ourselves, we need God to do His part. 
We need Him to walk alongside us and heal us. Our conversion is nothing if not a process through 
which, little by little, we become beggars of God’s grace. Our life is as a field hospital: as the doctor 
(Christ) comes by, He heals those who are wounded.  
 
2. Conversion requires us to change the way we look at things 
We are used to looking at ourselves and our reality from a very limited and human perspective. When we 
look at things from love and hope, we discover realities that are not so easy to perceive otherwise. So let’s 
ask for the Blessed Virgin Mary’s help to see through her eyes, with a gaze that’s grown mature in the 
faith. After the crucifixion and death of her Son, when she holds Him in her arms, Mary is able to see the 
Resurrected One. Changing our gaze means learning to see that our very limitation is the place of our 
salvation. Yes, that’s right, the unexpected can rise up from within hopelessness. God can do great things 
in us if we let our fragility make room for his presence.  

3. Look at things like a child of God 
It’s not the same to look at life from the perspective of an orphan child as it is looking at life from the 
perspective of a daughter or a son. Imagine how different it is for a child to face the difficulties of life 
alone, versus doing so accompanied by his or her father. Our condition is one of being children of God 
the Father, dependent on His love. If we were made according to the model of Christ, then we ought to 
be like Him, children of God, as He Himself is. Our life will be more free insofar as we seek that filial re-
lationship. In our everyday life, it will do us good to ask ourselves: What am I looking at? …To the evil in 
ourselves and the world, or to the presence of Christ in us?  
 
4. Let us convert to beauty 
To direct our gaze to Christ means to live seduced by His beauty, this de-centers us from our-
selves. Again, this relates to the penitential posture and outward focused gaze of Lent. When we allow 
ourselves to be amazed by a superior greatness, we stop thinking so much about what happens to us, 
what makes us sad, etc. It’s a matter of not letting our daily activities deaden our openness to the grace 
and amazement of the constant lights that God puts in our lives. Consider human love: when a young 
man falls in love with a girl, he lives captivated by her beauty and forgets a little about himself. Likewise, 
whoever loves Christ lives in the contemplation of His beauty and reorients his or her gaze from anything 
which isn’t Him.  
 
5. Become aware, again and again, of the treasure you’ve found 
n other words, being aware of who Christ is in our lives, of what He means to us. Going back to this mo-
ment in our lives: We were walking in the field of our life when suddenly we found a treasure. We sold 
everything we had and bought the field where it was buried, because it was more valuable than every-
thing we already had. To convert means to be capable of seeing reality as a whole: although the “field” of 
our life might have many defects, it hides an invaluable treasure that we wouldn’t change for anything. 
This is what’s worth the most.  
 
6. Live today 
The devil removes us and distracts us from what actually is going on. He prevents us from seeing the 
present. The devil surrounds us with our sins from the past or the uncertainties of the future. By contrast, 
God acts in our reality, in our present. There’s nothing more real than the present. We must grow in our 
faith to realize that, even if our present seems painful, if we move away from it due to hopelessness, dis-
trust, or oblivion, we could miss what God is giving us.  

LET US NOT GROW TIRED!  



 
7. Accept who you are 
We are pilgrims who—knowing we are on a journey— don’t close our eyes when we find a 
desert, and we know that it won’t have the last word. Many times we walk as if there was only 
sand and there was no sight of the horizon. At other times, we are scandalized by our own 
weakness, or the weakness of those around us. Lent can certainly seem like this. Yes, it’s true, 
we are sinners who need the constant help of grace, but we’re also beloved children of God. He 
lives with us and our life is open to holiness and happiness.  
 
8. Don’t live on events alone, but live on The Real event 
It’s the gaze that returns and looks at Christ, and remembers Christ, alive and present when 
He seems absent, or when everyone else seems to forget Him. It’s the gaze of Mary, that seeks 
to be in tune with the heart of her Son. In difficult times, or even when everything’s going fine, 
we should  ask ourselves: What good does God want me to get from these present 
circumstances? Since in every situation, no matter how painful it is, there is Christ’s 
Resurrection, the singular real and true event that fills our lives, and reality itself, with 
meaning and hope.  
 
9. Learn to live with losing and accept being defeated by others 
Give up the gifts to keep the giver. Give up what one has in one’s arms to be able to embrace 
the Father. This is precisely the spirit with which we give up some “good” for the 40 days of 
Lent. Accept going to God with our empty hands, because He wants our hands, not hands full 
of stuff and encumbrances, but just our hands. As Christians, we believe that when a failure 
befalls us, it is because God wants to triumph. When darkness comes, it’s because He wants to 
be the Light.  
 
10. Believe that the Cross is the tree of life 
As Christians, we are called to carry the cross. Jesus never said otherwise. Rather, He affirmed 
this point many times. The cross has always been, is, and always will be the way, the place, the 
occasion, the instrument of our salvation. To live complaining of the cross as if it was an 
obstacle is to live as if we weren’t Christians. The Lord, who carried his own cross, and was 
wounded for our sins, is on the cross. Truly, He is present on each and everyone of our 
crosses.  
 
11. Recognize your concrete place in the Church 
We’re not the center of the story, therefore, we must live as members of the Church. We must 
not focus only on ourselves, nor on what happens to us. Neither should we sanctify ourselves 
however we please, making up our Christian walk as is most comfortable for us on a whim. We 
must know and be faithful to the place God has put us in for the sake of our own happiness.  
 
12. Live Lent in hope 
Live Lent (and beyond) waiting for the Lord to work a miracle. Our human life is 
characterized by our necessity to be saved. No one can prevent the spring from blooming, nor 
the storm from calming. Ask yourself: What are my defeats? Because they are the very seed 
that will make grow the new life of God’s grace. Deep down below our fall are Jesus’ hands. 
He has put Himself so far down beneath the surface, so that there can be no fall so horrible He 
can’t rescue us from. He has put Himself before hell. Our life consists of growing in 
proportion with what we expect, in accordance with our hope. 

LET US NOT GROW TIRED! CONT. 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-3:00pm  
Fridays. ( 9:00-12:00Noon) 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.org 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 311,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Chuck Tully, ext. 304 
Email: chuck.tully@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Clarissa Barela—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: clarissa.barela@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mrs. Sally Douthit 
Email: sdouthit@stchris.us  

 
Co-Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris. 



OUR COMMUNITY 

PRAY FOR THE ILL  
IN OUR PARISH 

 
Maria Garcia  

Peter Crisham 

Sim Vu  

Jeanne Scullion  

Erica Caasi 

Allyson Mandry 

Jacqueline Tran 

Larry Flynn, Jr. 

Hien Huynh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 
 

Michael James Gowan 
 

Val Mazzurca 
 

Mary Lang 
 

Meghan Valez 
 

Marybarbara Schaefer Zorio  
 

Antonina Baronessa 
 

Vivian Belasco 
 

Elvia Gonzalez 
 

Katrina Sanchez-Travis 
 

Paul Bayarena 

Grief  Support Group 
 

If you are going through a loss, one of the best ways to heal is to 
share your grief with those who are going through a similar 
experience.  St. Christopher’s Grief Ministry is offering a 5 week 
grief support group in the Marian Rm. of the Msgr. Allen Center 
starting on Mondays, April 25 through May 23rd from 1:15pm-
2:30pm.   The group is open to anyone going through loss, such as 
a death, divorce, or having to put partner in care facility from 
Alzheimer’s.  The group will be led by Sandy Foehr and Mariana 
Giacalone, members of St. Christopher’s grief ministry.  Anyone 
attending needs to be Vaccinated & Boosted. 
 

 Call Sandy at  408-807-0503 or email her at:  
tyedyesandy@gmail.com  to sign up or if you have questions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING SOON... 
Registration for the 2022-2023 Faith Formation Program will be 
available online soon.  
Please visit the Saint Christopher Church website (click on Faith 
Formation) or call the Faith Formation Office at 408-264-8764 if 
you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Becoming A Catholic. (R.C.I.A.) 
 

The RCIA is offered to those who have never been baptized in any 
Christian church but may also benefit those already baptized who 
desire to become Catholic. The non-baptized who are suitably 
prepared are joyfully received into the Catholic Church by the 
reception of the three Sacraments of Initiation, namely, Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Most Holy Eucharist. This takes place at the 
Easter Vigil in their local Catholic parish. 
 
If you are interested in becoming Catholic or simply finding out 
more about the RCIA, you should contact our parish office and 
make an appointment to speak to one of our priests or our RCIA 
coordinator. We look forward to hearing from you 



ADORATION ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR 

 

St. Christopher’s Annual Festival 
 

Heads up, Everyone!  Good news!   
 

The Annual Festival is on this year (barring any 
setbacks with COVID). We’ve all missed it and it’s 
great news that it’s coming back this year.  It will 
be held, as usual, in June, more details with dates 
and times to come in future weeks.  The festival is 
a great time for all ages- from little ones through 
seniors.  There’s always something for everyone to 
enjoy from delicious food to games and rides.  It’s 
a wonderful time to catch up with fellow parish-
ioners, old friends, and their families and enjoy 
good conversation and fun.   
 

 
 

Highlights Lent 
 

Monday –Friday 
Mass at 9:00am Mon-Friday 

Mass at 6:30pm Mon -Thursday 
No 6:30pm mass on  

Wednesday during Lent 
 

 
 

Lenten  Series  
Monday, March 14 Bible study at 7:00pm  

in the Msgr Allen Center. 
 

 
 

Wednesday During Lent 
Adoration of the Blessed sacrament  
with a reflection on the Eucharist.  

Closing with Benediction. 
6:30-8:30pm 

 

 
 

Thursday, March 24th   
Evening of Meditation  

 

 
 

Fridays during lent 
Stations of the Cross 

7:00pm. 
Stations of the Cross in Church 

 

 

What is Eucharistic Adoration?  

Understood simply, Eucharistic Adoration is ador-
ing or honoring the Eucharistic Presence of 
Christ. In a deeper sense, it involves "the contem-
plation of the Mystery of Christ truly present be-
fore us".  
During Eucharistic Adoration, we "watch and 
wait", we remain "silent" in His Presence and 
open ourselves to His Graces which flow from the 
Eucharist ... By worshiping the Eucharistic Jesus, 
we become what God wants us to be! Like a mag-
net, The Lord draws us to Himself and gently 
transforms us. In its fullest essence ... Eucharistic 
Adoration is "God and Man reaching out for each 
other, at the same time!" 
 

The Eucharist is: Jesus truly present - Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity! At the moment of Con-
secration, during the Mass, the "gifts" of bread 
and wine are transformed (transubstantiated) into 
the actual Body and Blood of Christ, at the Altar. 
This means that they are not only spiritually trans-
formed, but rather are actually (substantially) 
transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 

The elements retain the appearance of bread and 
wine, but are indeed the actual Body and Blood of 
Christ. This is what is meant by Real Presence: 
the actual, physical presence of Jesus in the Eu-
charist.  This liturgy is designed to "acknowledge 
Christ's marvelous presence in the Sacrament and 
invites us to the spiritual union with Him that cul-
minates in sacramental communion.  



Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET

“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103
919100 St Christopher Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: RushT@jspaluch.com

Call Traci Rush
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
Parishioner/ 

St. Christopher 
School Parent

408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

919100 St Christopher Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Malena M. Bischof
Realtor, DRE# 01510558

Alliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

(650) 380-0889
Parishioner

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166




