
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 7:00 am , 8:00 am, 9:30.am, 11:00 am, 

12:30pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30am and 10:30 am 

  


Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

  
Holy Days 

7:00 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00pm 
 

  
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30am-10:30am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the 
birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to 
the proposed date of wedding. 

March 20, 2022 
Third Sunday 

Of Lent 
Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
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True history and legend are intertwined when it comes to St. Patrick. It is known that he was born in 
Scotland and was   kidnapped and sold in Ireland as a slave. He became fluent in the Irish language be-
fore making his escape to the continent. Eventually he was ordained as a deacon, then priest and finally 
as a bishop. Pope Celestine then sent him back to Ireland to preach the gospel. Evidently he was a great 
traveler, especially in Celtic countries, as innumerable places in Brittany, Cornwall, Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland are named after him. Here it is where actual history and legend become difficult to separate.  
 

Patrick is most known the world over for having driven the snakes from Ireland. Different tales tell of his 
standing upon a hill, using a wooden staff to drive the serpents into the sea, banishing them forever from 
the shores of Ireland. One legend says that one old serpent resisted, but the saint overcame it by cun-
ning. He is said to have made a box and invited the reptile to enter. The snake insisted the box was too 
small and the discussion became very heated. Finally the snake entered the box to prove he was right, 
whereupon St. Patrick slammed the lid and cast the box into the sea. While it is true there are no snakes 
in Ireland, chances are that there never have been since the time the island was separated from the rest of 
the continent at the end of the ice age.  

As in many old pagan religions serpent symbols were common, and possibly even worshipped. Driving 
the snakes from Ireland was probably symbolic of putting an end to that pagan practice. While not the 
first to bring Christianity to Ireland, it was Patrick who encountered the Druids at Tara and abolished 
their pagan rites. He converted the warrior chiefs and princes, baptizing them and thousands of their 
subjects in the Holy Wells which still bear that name. According to tradition St. Patrick died on 17 March 
in A.D. 493 and was buried in the same grave as St. Bridget and St. Columba, at Downpatrick, County 
Down.  

When Was the First St. Patrick’s Day Celebrated? 

Since around the ninth or 10th century, people in Ireland have been observing the Roman Catholic feast 
day of St. Patrick on March 17. The first St. Patrick’s Day parade took place not in Ireland but in Ameri-
ca. Records show that a St. Patrick’s Day parade was held on March 17, 1601 in a Spanish colony in what 
is now St. Augustine, Florida. The parade, and a St. Patrick’s Day celebration a year earlier were orga-
nized by the Spanish Colony's Irish vicar Ricardo Artur. More than a century later, homesick Irish sol-
diers serving in the English military marched in New York City on March 17, 1772 to honor the Irish pa-
tron saint. Enthusiasm for the St. Patrick's Day parades in New York City, Boston and other early Ameri-
can cities only grew from there. 

In 1848, several New York Irish Aid societies decided to unite their parades to form one official New 
York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Today, that parade is the world ‘s oldest civilian parade and the larg-
est in the United States, with over 150,000 participants. Each year, nearly 3 million people line the 1.5-
mile parade route to watch the procession, which takes more than five hours. Boston, Chicago, Philadel-
phia and Savannah also celebrate the day with parades involving between 10,000 and 20,000 participants 
each. 

SAINT PATRICK 

I arise today,  
Through the strength of heaven:  
Light of the sun, radiance of the moon.  
Splendor of fire, speed of lightning,  
Swiftness of wind, depth of sea,  
Stability of earth and firmness of rock.  
I arise today,  Through God's strength to 
pilot me: God's might to uphold me, 
God's wisdom to guide me,  

God's eye to look before me, God's 
ear to hear me, God's word to speak 
for me, God's hand to guard me,  
God's way to lie before me, God's 
shield to protect me.  
From the snares of devils, from    
temptation of vices, From everyone 
who shall wish me ill, Afar and near, 
alone and in a multitude.     St. Patrick 



Saint Joseph Table 

 The tradition of the “St. Joseph Table” of food (“la tavala di San Giuseppe”) has its origins in 
Sicily. Legends from the Middle Ages attributed the end of a devastating drought to a prayer-
devotion that the Sicilian people made to St. Joseph. This celebration is a symbolic “thank you” 
and renewal of the Sicilian people’s devotion to Saint Joseph. It is a shared celebration with the 
entire community where the riches of food are given as alms to the poor: Traditional etiquette is 
that no one can be turned away from this table.  As it is a living tradition, it has many 
interpreters and many food entries have been added and deleted along the way but two 
constants remain: no meat and sesame-coated breads in symbolic shapes. 
A St. Joseph’s Day “Table” or “Altar” is a makeshift shrine-cum-dinner-festival held in one’s 
home, or more recently a church hall or club hall.  This table is rife with symbolism, particularly 
the decorative breads.  
 

 The Latin Cross: The ultimate symbol of our Lord’s suffering and salvation. 

 The Bambino: The baby Jesus to whom St. Joseph was foster father. 

 St. Joseph’s Staff: Legend has it that St. Joseph’s staff blossomed into a lily, a symbol both of 
life and death. 

 St. Joseph’s Purse: This symbol is a reminder to give alms to the poor during Lent. 

 A Sheaf of Wheat: Wheat is a reminder that, when a single, tiny grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it bears much more food at harvest time—and that the early spring harvest 
of greens is almost here. 

St. Joseph himself: He is always represented in profile and hunched over with a cane, 
symbolizing that he was (according to tradition) an old man, while Mary was a much younger 
woman. 

 St. Joseph’s Beard:  This is actually just the Sheaf of Wheat turned upside down, but young 
children delight when their fathers and grandfathers hold their beard up to their face. It is 
another reminder of Joseph’s wisdom and old age. 

 Heart: A symbol of devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
that flourished throughout Italy in general and Sicily in particular in the 19th century. 

The Crown of Thorns: This is in remembrance of Christ’s passion and a reminder that, despite 
the day’s feasting among Lent’s fasting, Lent is still a season of sorrow—but of hope, too! 
 
The St. Joseph’s Day altar, in addition to the breads above, contains a plethora of non-meat 
dishes due to the fact that St. Joseph’s Day always falls during the penitential season of Lent, 
and meat is forbidden on the Fridays between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday. The very 
first “greens” of springtime, dandelions and cardones (“burdock”), are sprinkled on pizza. Fish 
and seafood from both the Mediterranean and Adriatic Seas, especially anchovies and sardines 
(from “Sardinia”, another Italian island), are served on Foccaccia (Italian flat-bread), and 
Biscotti Di Camillo (a twice-baked Italian toast-bread). Other St. Joseph’s Day staples include 
eggplant Caponata, excellent for dipping with Italian bread; as well as Pasta con Sarde, Egg 
frittas, bean dishes, olives, and especially lentils.  
 

Happy St. Joseph’s Day 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-3:00pm  
Fridays. ( 9:00-12:00Noon) 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.org 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 311,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Chuck Tully, ext. 304 
Email: chuck.tully@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Clarissa Barela—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: clarissa.barela@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mrs. Sally Douthit 
Email: sdouthit@stchris.us  

 
Co-Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris. 



OUR COMMUNITY 

PRAY FOR THE ILL  
IN OUR PARISH 

 
Maria Garcia  

Peter Crisham 

Sim Vu  

Erica Caasi 

Allyson Mandry 

Jacqueline Tran 

Larry Flynn, Jr. 

Hien Huynh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 

DIED 
 

Michael James Gowan 
 

Val Mazzurca 
 

Mary Lang 
 

Meghan Valez 
 

Marybarbara Schaefer Zorio  
 

Antonina Baronessa 
 

Vivian Belasco 
 

Elvia Gonzalez 
 

Katrina Sanchez-Travis 
 

Paul Bayarena 

Grief  Support Group 
 

If you are going through a loss, one of the best ways to heal is to 
share your grief with those who are going through a similar 
experience.  St. Christopher’s Grief Ministry is offering a 5 week 
grief support group in the Marian Rm. of the Msgr. Allen Center 
starting on Mondays, April 25 through May 23rd from 1:15pm-
2:30pm.   The group is open to anyone going through loss, such as 
a death, divorce, or having to put partner in care facility from 
Alzheimer’s.  The group will be led by Sandy Foehr and Mariana 
Giacalone, members of St. Christopher’s grief ministry.  Anyone 
attending needs to be Vaccinated & Boosted. 
 

 Call Sandy at  408-807-0503 or email her at:  
tyedyesandy@gmail.com  to sign up or if you have questions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING SOON... 
Registration for the 2022-2023 Faith Formation Program will be 
available online soon.  
Please visit the Saint Christopher Church website (click on Faith 
Formation) or call the Faith Formation Office at 408-264-8764 if 
you have any questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Becoming A Catholic. (R.C.I.A.) 
 

The RCIA is offered to those who have never been baptized in any 
Christian church but may also benefit those already baptized who 
desire to become Catholic. The non-baptized who are suitably 
prepared are joyfully received into the Catholic Church by the 
reception of the three Sacraments of Initiation, namely, Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Most Holy Eucharist. This takes place at the 
Easter Vigil in their local Catholic parish. 
 
If you are interested in becoming Catholic or simply finding out 
more about the RCIA, you should contact our parish office and 
make an appointment to speak to one of our priests or our RCIA 
coordinator. We look forward to hearing from you 



SCHOOL ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR 

St. Christopher’s Annual Festival 
 

Heads up, Everyone!  Good news!   
 

The Annual Festival is on this year (barring any 
setbacks with COVID). We’ve all missed it and it’s 
great news that it’s coming back this year.  It will 
be held, as usual, in June, more details with dates 
and times to come in future weeks.  The festival is 
a great time for all ages- from little ones through 
seniors.  There’s always something for everyone to 
enjoy from delicious food to games and rides.  It’s 
a wonderful time to catch up with fellow parish-
ioners, old friends, and their families and enjoy 
good conversation and fun.   
 


 

Highlights Lent 
 

Monday –Friday 
Mass at 9:00am Mon-Friday 

Mass at 6:30pm Mon -Thursday 
Mass at Noon on Wednesday 

No 6:30pm Mass on  
Wednesday during Lent 

 


 

Lenten Series  
Monday, March 14 Bible study at 7:00pm  

in the Msgr Allen Center. 
 


 

Wednesday During Lent 
Adoration of the Blessed sacrament  
with a reflection on the Eucharist.  

Closing with Benediction. 
6:30-8:30pm 

 


 

Thursday, March 24th   
Evening of Meditation  

In the church at 7:30pm 
 


 

Fridays during Lent 
Stations of the Cross 

7:00pm. 
Stations of the Cross in Church 

 

 

TEACHER JOB FAIR ON SATURDAY, 
MARCH 26, 2022. 

Santa Clara University and the DSJ Department of 
Catholic Schools invites prospective teachers to a 
Teacher Job Fair at Santa Clara University, Guada-
lupe Hall (500 El Camino Real) from 10 am to 
noon. Principals from some of our 26 elementary 
and six high schools will be on hand to talk with 
you about openings for the 2022-2023 school year. 
Representatives from the Department of Catholic 
Schools will answer questions about the applica-
tion process. New teachers and those returning to 
teaching (Pre-K through 12th grade) are welcome. 
Join our excellent schools for a faith-filled experi-
ence!  
Register at https://bit.ly/3sNzQnl.  
Share invite image in social media. 
 
 
 
40 Hours for the Lord: May 6-8, 2022, Spend time 
with Jesus, asking Him to bless our Diocese for 
more vocations to the priesthood and consecrated 
life candidates. Opening Mass on Friday, May 6 at 
our Lady of Guadalupe until the closing Mass on 
Sunday, May 8 with Bishop Oscar Cantú. 

Year of Prayer Themes & Resources - To begin to 
prepare ourselves for the Universal Synod and our  
Diocese for our 50th Jubilee , Bishop Oscar Cantú 
invite us all – laity, religious, and clergy – to par-
ticipate in a Year of Prayer to convoke the Holy 
Spirit in our discernment process. The Holy Spirit 
inspires, strengthens, and guides the Church, and 
we need to listen prayerfully to the Spirit’s 
promptings so that our Diocese might embark on 
a journey of faith that is “ever ancient, ever new.” 
Visit https://www.dsj.org/year-of-prayer/ for 
more details.  



Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET

“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103
919100 St Christopher Church (B) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!
email: RushT@jspaluch.com

Call Traci Rush
925.239.1401

www.jspaluch.com

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
Parishioner/ 

St. Christopher 
School Parent

408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032



Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.

They make your bulletin possible.

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

919100 St Christopher Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-675-5051

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Catholic Cruises and Tours
and The Apostleship of the Sea
of the United States of America
Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email

eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your
FAITH
ON A

JOURNEY.

(CST 2117990-70)

Malena M. Bischof
Realtor, DRE# 01510558

Alliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

(650) 380-0889
Parishioner

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

FREE Shipping

FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as

$19.95
a month

✔Ambulance
✔Police 
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL NOW! 800.809.3352 GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS, Lowest Price Guaranteed!

MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166




