
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 

12:30 pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
Holy Days 

7:00 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30 am-10:30 am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the 
birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to 
the proposed date of wedding. 

May 29, 2022 
The Ascension of the Lord 

Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 

Used with permission. 



Pope Francis is not the first pope to address environmental issues. Pope St. John Paul II taught on nu-
merous occasions about a duty of stewardship toward nature. For example, in his 1991 encycli-
cal Centesimus Annus, John Paul II wrote about nature as a gift from God and the need for humans to 
cooperate with God in promoting the rightly ordered flourishing of the environment (CA 37). Fur-
ther, Centesimus Annus outlined a connection between natural ecology and “human ecology” (CA 38), 
anticipating the concept of integral ecology in Laudato Si’. Pope Benedict echoed these same teachings 
during his papacy, for example, in his 2009 encyclical Caritas in Veritate (see CV 48-52). 
 

As outlined in Laudato Si’, its vision of an integrated approach to concern for all people and the environ-
ment has roots in Scripture and the history of Catholic thought, in particular in the tradition of Catholic 
Social Teaching, tracing back to the late 19th century. Further, Catholic scholars and activists have been 
outspoken on the connection between social and environmental issues for many years. 
 

What is unique about Laudato Si’ is how Pope Francis develops and expands on these themes at length 
in a highly prominent way, devoting an entire encyclical to the topic at a time when the wider world is 
also becoming actively engaged in the pursuit of environmental sustainability. 
 

What does Laudato Si’ say about climate change? 
Climate change is one of the most prominent topics associated with Laudato Si’, both because the encyc-
lical speaks in detail about the moral imperative to address it and because the threat of the climate crisis 
has grown only more severe since the encyclical’s publication. 
Laudato Si’ affirms the “very solid scientific consensus” that climate change is occurring as well as the 
evidence that human activity is the primary driver of this warming (LS 23). Climate change is “one of the 
principal challenges facing humanity in our day” (LS 25). 
 

Further, the encyclical stresses that existing efforts to reduce climate change have been deeply inade-
quate. This is because “many of those who possess more resources and economic or political power 
seem mostly to be concerned with masking the problems or concealing their symptoms” (LS 26). 
In turn, several ways to address the climate emergency and biodiversity crisis are outlined. These include 
a drastic reduction in carbon emissions and those of other greenhouse gases, the development of renewa-
ble energy sources and related storage capacity, and a transition to energy efficient methods of produc-
tion and transportation (LS 26). For example, a switch from coal and oil to solar and wind power would 
embody these recommendations. The increased protection of tropical forests is also discussed (LS 38-
39). 

What does Laudato Si’ say about the poor? 
One key theme of Laudato Si’ is that efforts to reduce climate change and help people in poverty should 
not be pitted against each other, but instead pursued as a unified project. 
It would be wrong to cut emissions in a way that harms the marginalized in society or places an unman-
ageable burden on very poor countries. As the encyclical states, “We are faced not with two separate cri-
ses, one environmental and the other social, but rather with one complex crisis which is both social and 
environmental. Strategies for a solution demand an integrated approach to combating poverty, restoring 
dignity to the excluded, and at the same time protecting nature” (LS 139). 
Low-income countries are expected to suffer the worst effects of climate change and need financial assis-
tance in making the transition to sustainable practices (LS 25). Accordingly, there is a duty for rich coun-
tries to take the lead in reducing their own emissions and in providing funds to developing countries 
seeking to do the same (LS 170-173). Laudato Si’ also notes how climate change will cause a rise in the 
number of migrants leaving homes destroyed by environmental degradation and calls on people to wel-
come and support these environmental refugees (LS 25). 

HOW DOES LAUDATO SI’ RELATE TO PAST CATHOLIC TEACHING? 



Continued... 

 What is Laudato Si’ asking people to do? 
Chapter six of Laudato Si’ outlines steps a person can take in the process of ecological 
conversion. These include prayer and contemplation, learning more about nature, observance 
of the Sabbath day of rest, and reduced participation in materialistic forms of consumer 
culture. A step as simple as giving thanks at mealtime (LS 227) can be a reminder of integral 
ecology and an individual’s relation to God, nature, and other people. 
Most Catholics have positive memories and experiences of nature but may not have connected 
these with their faith, so the advice in this section can be helpful in linking spirituality with 
environmental awareness. 
 

In addition, Laudato Si’ is clear that many environmental problems extend beyond individuals 
to broader economic and political systems. This is a fact that can be challenging to think 
about. 
Even if every reader of the encyclical became environmentally engaged in their personal 
mindset and lifestyle, this would not be enough to stop problems like the climate crisis and 
pollution. That is because the main decisions impacting the availability of renewable energy 
and sustainable practices are not made by individuals, but by governments and large 
corporations. 
 

Accordingly, it is important for people of faith to get involved in politics and work strategically 
for positive change. Some of this can happen at the local level through the formation of 
renewable energy cooperatives and similar initiatives (LS 179). Other work can be done 
through non-governmental advocacy groups, such as the Laudato Si’ Movement. In addition, 
the encyclical calls on Catholics to enter the arena of national and international politics, 
pushing back against the incentive for leaders to prioritize short-term gains and instead 
advocating for policies that support the disadvantaged and advance the long-term common 
good (LS 178). 

What does Laudato Si’ predict for the future? 
Laudato Si’ describes a wide spectrum of possibilities for the coming century. It is bracing in 
its discussion of the threats facing humans and the environment. 
Many of the problems surveyed would have been much easier to address 30 or 40 years ago and 
are now already causing widespread harm. However, the encyclical also offers hope – both in 
specific policies it recommends and in its promise of integral ecology a new, more fulfilling 
outlook on politics, the economy, and everyday life. 
As the encyclical states, “All is not lost. Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also 
capable of rising above themselves, choosing again what is good, and making a new start, 
despite their mental and social conditioning” (LS 205). 
 

For this reason, “although the post-industrial period [of the last few decades] may well be 
remembered as one of the most irresponsible in history, nonetheless there is reason to hope 
that humanity at the dawn of the twenty-first century will be remembered for having generously 
shouldered its grave responsibilities” (LS 165). We can also consider that ecological conversion 
is not a purely human process, but an encounter with God leading to a grace-filled change of 
heart and mind. It is this kind of experience which Laudato Si’ recommends as a way for 
people of faith to begin moving toward a better and more caring world. 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-3:00pm  
Fridays. ( 9:00-12:00Noon) 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.org 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 311,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Chuck Tully, ext. 304 
Email: chuck.tully@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Clarissa Barela—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: clarissa.barela@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mrs. Sally Douthit 
Email: sdouthit@stchris.us  

 
Co-Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Ed Bertaccini 

Maria Garcia  

Joe Geraci 

Halen McClean 

Bernie Filingeri 

Mercedes DeCarli 

Linda Kent-Jansons 

Susan Chavez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 
 

Ninfa Bondi 
 

Irene Chacon 
 

Gina Bozzo 
 

Kevin Lichtenberg 
 

Amul Jobalia 
 

Don & Carol DeCarli 
 

Jacqueline Neu 
 

William Neu 
 

Norman Botelho 
 

Sr. Michelle O’Connell 
 

Marie Ann Gliozzo 

Becoming A Catholic. (R.C.I.A.) 
The RCIA is offered to those who have never been baptized in any 
Christian church but may also benefit those already baptized who 
desire to become Catholic. The non-baptized who are suitably 
prepared are joyfully received into the Catholic Church by the 
reception of the three Sacraments of Initiation, namely, Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Most Holy Eucharist. This takes place at the 
Easter Vigil in their local Catholic parish. 
 

If you are interested in becoming Catholic or simply finding out more 
about the RCIA, you should contact our parish office and make an 
appointment to speak to one of our priests or our RCIA coordinator. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
EVER THOUGHT OF BEING A CATECHIST? As we prepare to 
return to the classrooms with social distancing protocols in the Fall, 
we are in need of substitute catechists. Part of our adherence to the 
County Health Order is to ensure that anyone (catechist included) 
who is not feeling well should remain at home and not enter our 
facilities. Therefore, more than ever, we need to have back-ups. This 
is a wonderful opportunity for you to dip your toe into this ministry, 
obtain the training required, and join our catechetical team!  If the 
Spirit is speaking to you to share the gift of your faith please email 
edward.dantes@stchrissj.org  for more information.  

 

Lector 
The Lector Ministry makes a truly satisfying and meaningful contri-
bution to Eucharistic celebrations at Saint Christopher Church. When 
one answers the call to be a minister of the word, one enters a deeper 
relationship with the word of God as revealed in sacred scriptures.  
The lector takes upon themselves the duty and privilege of bringing 
the printed word to life—making it flesh.  The ministry as a lector 
gives voice to God’s healing and challenging words as it goes forth 
irrevocably to the ends of the earth, achieving the purpose for which 
God sent it.  In a very real sense, the lector becomes a prophet—one 
who speaks for God. Please consider becoming a Lector. For more 
information please Contact: 
Loretta Pfaff at 1-408-269-2226 ext. 303 or email Loret-
ta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 

Hospitality 
People experience the presence of Jesus Christ in the world through 
the ministry of the Church. The first task of the parish community is 
to reach out to all people in Christian love and service. Christian hos-
pitality draws people together, opens them to participation, and sets 
the tone for the liturgy. Hospitality is important because it is the first 
thing that people will hopefully experience when they walk through 
our church’s doors. First impressions make a lasting impact, so we 
need to “Receive all guests as Christ.” Please consider becoming a 
Hospitality Minister. For more information please Contact: 
Loretta Pfaff at 1-408-269-2226 ext. 303 or email Loret-
ta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 



 
 

Christian Meditation  
 As taught by  

Father John Main O.S.B.  
Thursday, June 2nd at 7:30pm  

 

“Be still and know that I Am God”.  In preparation for the 
Feast of Pentecost you are warmly invited to participate in 
the ancient tradition and practice of silent Christian medita-
tion which brings us to that place of inner silence where “we 
are simply being with God who is in us in the Holy Spirit 
whom Jesus has given us” (John Main).   We will be meeting 
in Church at 7:30pm on Thursday, June 2nd. Our time to-
gether will include a short reflection, a poem, a reading and 
some gentle music. We will listen to a recording of John 
Main for about 10 minutes and meditate together for 20 
minutes. We will conclude with candlelight prayers.   
Christian meditation is a prayer of faith, “It is more im-
portant to experience its power in our lives than to try to 
understand or explain it”, so let us deepen our spiritual life 
by joining together to meditate as we await the beautiful 
Feast of Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
This invitation is extended with much love to all who have 
come to previous meditations and also to anyone who has 
never meditated before. 
All are welcome – no experience required. 
 
 

 
 

Join us for Community, Fun and Food at the 62nd 
St. Christopher’s Festival 

June 10-12 
 

FINAL CALL FOR FESTIVAL SPONSORSHIP 
- BRONZE and FESTIVAL CLUB STILL 

AVAILABLE 
We would like to thank those who have showed their incred-
ible generosity and have signed up as sponsors of our 62nd 
Festival. A special shout out to all of our major tier sponsors 
listed below. We have had 50+ sponsors across all sponsor-
ship tiers!!!  Again we thank you for your continued support 
to the St Christopher Community!!! 
 

FINAL CALL FOR FESTIVAL SILENT  
AUCTION 

Thank you to those who have submitted donation experienc-
es so far to make this a great silent auction.  Below is a pre-
view of some of the headlining items that will be available 
for bidding or signup! 
 

- Liars Dice Tournament  
- Drip & Sip by MadFit 
- Washeroo Tournament 
- San Jose Earthquakes VIP experience 
- 2 San Francisco 49ers experiences 
- San Jose Sharks Experience 
Golf at CordeValle 
 
 

 
 

St. Lucy, Class of  1972-50th Reunion 
Saturday, June 25th  2022 at Andre Raiche’s House 
RSVP to Kathy (Wischmann) Turner at: 
kathyturnersc@gmail.com 

ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

Men of St. Christopher Parish and School, 
Are you looking for more ways to get involved in the  
St Christopher Community? Would you like to be a part of 
the decision making process and execution of HNS 
events throughout the year? 
 

The Holy Name Society (HNS) is made up of the men of 
St. Christopher Parish and School. The HNS Board is the 
leadership arm of the Society, responsible for hosting  
various events throughout the year in support of parish 
and school needs. These events include but are not  
limited to: 

Charity & Giving Back 

 Food Pantry Drives 
● Goodwill Donation and Collection Drives 
● Thanksgiving meals for the Unhoused 
 

Community Building 

 Donut Sunday 
● SJSU or SJ Earthquakes Tailgates 
● Movie Nights 
● Christmas Under the Stars 
● Mickie & Minnie Welcome Back to School 
 

Fundraising 

 Annual Festival in June 
● Christmas Tree Lot 
● Golfland Family outing 
● Night at TopGolf 
 

If you have interest in joining the HNS Board in 2022-23, 
Go to: https://www.stchrishns.org/  and complete the HNS 
Board Application, and submit it by June 17, 2022. Thank 
you for your consideration! 
 

Sincerely, 
The Holy Name Society 
Holy Name Society of St. Christopher Parish  
2278 Booksin Ave, San Jose, CA 95125 
 
 
Calling high school or college students to play 
soccer with our sisters, postulants, priests, and 
seminarians for the 2nd Annual Vocation Soccer 
Cup on July 30th at Archbishop Mitty High School 
in San Jose. Register to play at dsj.org/soccer cup. 
Registration deadline is May 31st. Help promote 
Vocation Soccer Cup with social media images.  
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
Online registration is now open for the 2022-2023 
Faith Formation session. To register for classes, 
go to saintchris.com, click on Faith Formation and 
choose Grades 1-6 or Confirmation Year 1 and 2. 
Please call our office at 408-264-8764 if you have 
any questions. 
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zanotto’s  willow glen market
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

willow glen market

“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
Parishioner/ 

St. Christopher 
School Parent

408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Malena M. Bischof
Realtor, DRE# 01510558

Alliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

(650) 380-0889
Parishioner

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




