
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 

12:30 pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

  


Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

  
Holy Days 

7:00 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

  
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30 am-10:30 am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the 
birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to 
the proposed date of wedding. 

August 14, 2022 
Twentieth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 

Used with permission. 



Who is Saint Christopher? 

 Saint Christopher is one of the most popular Catholic Christian heroes of the Faith. He is a 
saint, indeed listed as a martyr. He may have also been named Reprobus. He apparently died 
under the Roman Emperor Decius, in 251 AD. Most Catholics refer to him as Saint Christopher 
anyway, and his medals and the popular devotions to him are among the most common in 
Catholic piety. Other than his listing as a martyr, there are no primary sources referring to St. 
Christopher, only stories and traditions which have been passed down. According to these 
accounts, St. Christopher was extremely tall, and by some accounts he was even a giant!  
 

He was surely a man of significant physical stature. But, more importantly, he was a spiritual 
giant and a sure model and inspiration for the Christian faithful. Christopher decided one day 
that he wanted to serve the greatest king he could. He presented himself before his local ruler 
and entered service, until he noticed the king cross himself at the mention of the devil, 
revealing that the king believed the Devil to have more power.  
 

St. Christopher then decided to serve the Devil. During his search, he encountered a band of 
thieves, whose leader referred to himself as the Devil. But when this leader avoided a Christian 
cross out of fear, St. Christopher learned there was someone even more powerful than the Devil.  
 

St. Christopher found a hermit who taught him all about Christ, the King of Kings. The hermit 
suggested that he spend his life in prayer and fasting, a thing which St. Christopher, a large and 
probably often hungry man found difficult, he objected. The hermit suggested he then find 
something else that would please Christ. St. Christopher offered to work at a nearby river, and 
help travelers across. The fording was dangerous and many with less strength people had 
drowned. The hermit advised St. Christopher this would please Christ.  
 
One day, a child approached St. Christopher by the river and asked to be helped across. St. 
Christopher obliged. However, as he entered midstream, the river rose and the child's weight 
grew and became extremely heavy. It was only by great exertion that St. Christopher safely 
delivered the child to the other side. When St. Christopher asked the child why he was so heavy, 
the child explained that He was the Christ and when St. Christopher carried Him, he also 
carried the weight of the whole world on his shoulders. The child then vanished. Other legends 
state that St. Christopher traveled after this experience and evangelized thousands of people. 
Arriving in Lycia in Asia Minor, and witnessing to Christians there who were being martyred. 
At that time, St. Christopher was detained and ordered to offer a sacrifice to the emperor. When 
he refused, it was decided to attempt to persuade him with money and women. Two women 
were sent to seduce him, but instead he converted them to Christianity. After this, it was 
decided to have him killed, but various attempts to assassinate him failed. Eventually, he was 
arrested and beheaded . 
 

The name "Christopher" means Christ-bearer, and may allude to the legend of the man 
carrying the Christ Child across the river. Saint Christopher also did not become popularized in 
the Church until the 7th century, about three centuries after his supposed death. We know of 
his popularity because around the 7th century, churches and monasteries began to be named 
after him. St. Christopher is the patron saint of travelers and of children. His feast day is July 25. 
Because he is not officially recognized by the Church, he has no date of beatification or 
canonization. Despite these technicalities, it is widely thought that he was real and that he 
continues to intercede on behalf of Christians, especially children, today.  



     The Assumption of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Today, Catholics and many other Christians celebrate the feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. This significant feast day recalls the spiritual and physical departure of 
the mother of Jesus Christ from the earth, when both her soul and her body were taken into the 
presence of God. 
 
Venerable Pope Pius XII confirmed this belief about the Virgin Mary as the perennial teaching 
of the Church when he defined it formally as a dogma of Catholic faith in 1950, invoking papal 
infallibility to proclaim, “that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, having 
completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” 
 
His Apostolic Constitution “Munificentissimus Deus” (Most Bountiful God), which defined 
the dogma, contained the Pontiff's accounts of many longstanding traditions by which the 
Church has celebrated the Assumption throughout its history. 
 
The constitution also cited testimonies from the early Church fathers on the subject, and 
described the history of theological reflection on many Biblical passages which are seen as 
indicating that Mary was assumed into heaven following her death. 
 
Although the bodily assumption of Mary is not explicitly recorded in Scripture, Catholic 
tradition identifies her with the “woman clothed with the sun” who is described in the 12th 
chapter of the Book of Revelation. 
 
The passage calls that woman's appearance “a great sign” which “appeared in heaven,” 
indicating that she is the mother of the Jewish Messiah and has “the moon under her feet, and 
on her head a crown of twelve stars.” Accordingly, Catholic iconography of the Western 
tradition often depicts the Virgin Mary's assumption into heaven in this manner. 
 
Eastern Christians have also traditionally held Mary's assumption into heaven as an essential 
component of their faith. Pius XII cited several early Byzantine liturgical texts, as well as the 
eighth-century Arab Christian theologian St. John of Damascus, in his own authoritative 
definition of her assumption. 
 
“It was fitting,” St. John of Damascus wrote in a sermon on the assumption, “that she, who 
had kept her virginity intact in childbirth, should keep her own body free from all corruption 
even after death,” and “that she, who had carried the creator as a child at her breast, should 
dwell in the divine tabernacles.” 
 
In Eastern Christian tradition, the same feast is celebrated on the same calendar date, although 
typically known as the Dormition (falling asleep) of Mary. Eastern Catholic celebration of the 
Dormition is preceded by a two-week period of fasting which is similar to Lent. Pius XII, in 
“Munificentissimus Deus,” mentioned this same fasting period as belonging to the traditional 
patrimony of Western Christians as well. 
 
The feast of the Assumption is always a Holy Day of Obligation for both Roman and Eastern-
rite Catholics, on which they are obliged to attend Mass or Divine Liturgy.  



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Summer Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-12:00pm  
Fridays. (Closed) 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.org 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 311,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@dsj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Joe Geraci 

Ceclia Humecke 

Bernie Filingeri 

Mercedes DeCarli 

Susan Chavez 

Halen McClean 

Maria Garcia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 

Italo Oliverio 
 

Mary Wilson 
 

Lina Veglia 
 

Suzanne Castaneda 
 

Elsie Fery 
 

Donald Bedell 


Ninfa Bondi 


Irene Chacon 
 

Gina Bozzo 


Kevin Lichtenberg 


Amul Jobalia 
 

Becoming A Catholic. (R.C.I.A.) 
The RCIA is offered to those who have never been baptized in any 
Christian church but may also benefit those already baptized who 
desire to become Catholic. The non-baptized who are suitably 
prepared are joyfully received into the Catholic Church by the 
reception of the three Sacraments of Initiation, namely, Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Most Holy Eucharist. This takes place at the 
Easter Vigil in their local Catholic parish. 
 

If you are interested in becoming Catholic or simply finding out more 
about the RCIA, you should contact our parish office and make an 
appointment to speak to one of our priests or our RCIA coordinator. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
 
EVER THOUGHT OF BEING A CATECHIST? As we prepare to 
enter another year for our program in the Fall, we are in need of  
2 co-catechists and 5 volunteer aides to serve our ministry on specific 
Sundays (TBD) once a month from 2pm to 4 pm running from 
September 2022 through the end of the academic year in May 2023. If 
you have any questions or feel that you are called to serve in our 
ministry, please reach out to Edward Dantes at 
edward.dantes@stchrissj.org or call (408) 264-8764 (ext. 317). 

ATTENTION FESTIVAL COORDINATORS AND VOLUNTEERS! 
Thank you for all the hard work and the many hours you put in to 
make this year’s Festival such a great success.  It was wonderful to 
see so many people enjoying themselves.  It was a blessing for our 
entire our parish community.  I am most grateful to all who helped 
out. 
By the way, please return your lanyard and badge to the parish office.  
It can put in the mail slot if no one is in the office.  You can also re-
turn it to the basket marked “BADGES” in the vestibule of the 
Church. 
Gratefully, Fr. Chris 

 

Lector 
The Lector Ministry makes a truly satisfying and meaningful contri-
bution to Eucharistic celebrations at Saint Christopher Church. When 
one answers the call to be a minister of the word, one enters a deeper 
relationship with the word of God as revealed in sacred scriptures.  
The lector takes upon themselves the duty and privilege of bringing 
the printed word to life—making it flesh.  The ministry as a lector 
gives voice to God’s healing and challenging words as it goes forth 
irrevocably to the ends of the earth, achieving the purpose for which 
God sent it.  In a very real sense, the lector becomes a prophet—one 
who speaks for God. Please consider becoming a Lector. For more 
information please Contact: 
Loretta Pfaff at 1-408-269-2226 ext. 303 or email Loret-
ta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 



ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR 

WE NEED YOU!  
 

Extraordinary Ministry of  the Eucharist  
Being a Minister of Holy Communion is hum-
bling and beautiful.  Here is the opportunity to 
serve the deep hunger of people to find the pres-
ence of Christ.  This is our ministry and our privi-
lege. The presence of the risen Christ which you 
bring, both in the sacrament and in yourself, is a 
presence characterized by a deeply spiritual, real-
istic love – a love that seeks the good of others – a 
love that never ends.  
Please consider becoming a Minister of the 
 Eucharist.  For more information please Contact: 
Loretta Pfaff at 1-408-269-2226 ext. 303 
loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 
CALLING TO BECOME AN ALTAR SERVER 
It’s slowly and carefully, becoming the time to call 
upon our children to come back to church and to 
be engaged in the life of the parish by becoming 
an Altar Server. We would like to call upon boys 
and girls who have received already the 1st Holy 
Communion to register for this program. Parents, 
please, help your children to do so if they express 
such a desire to become an Altar Server.  
PLEASE, submit the names of your children to 
the Parish Office.  

 
Pope Francis, through the Sacred Penitentiary has granted all members of the faithful, during the Cen-
tenary Celebrations of the Legion of Mary, a PLENARY INDULGENCE properly fulfilled under the 
usual conditions - performance of the prescribed act: 

Visit a Church where the Legion of Mary officially exists (Saint Christopher)  
*Note: During the visitation, the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed must be recited devoutly. 

Sacramental Confession, Holy Communion, prayer for the intention of the Holy Pontiff and a firm 
amendment of a contrite heart and detachment from sin. Granted during the Centenary Anniversary 
of the Legion of Mary from September 7, 2021 - September 7, 2022. 

Legion of Mary members from Saint Christopher will be available after the 8:00 through 12:30 Sunday 
masses on August 31 with additional information for all interested parishioners.  Information will also 
be made available in the vestibule of the church. 


 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Online registration is now open for the 2022-2023 
Faith Formation session. To register for classes, 
go to saintchris.com, click on Faith Formation 
and choose Grades 1-6 or Confirmation Year 1 and 
2. Please call our office at 408-264-8764 if you have 
any questions. 
 

 

 
Legion of Mary Announcement 

Plenary Indulgence 

Granted to the Faithful by Pope Francis in Recognition of the  

Legion of Mary’s Centenary Anniversary 

Married Couples 
Looking for a romantic get-away? Whether you’ve 
been married just a few years or over 50 years, 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is one of the best 
and most affordable marriage enrichments availa-
ble anywhere. Take the time you need for each 
other and give yourselves the marriage you deserve 
and God desires for all couples to have. The next 
local experience is October 
28-30 at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan 
Bautista. For more information or to register visit 
wwme.org. For questions, call Ken & Claranne 
Schirle at 408-782-1413. 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner
Malena M. Bischof
Realtor, DRE# 01510558

Alliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

(650) 380-0889
Parishioner

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert SystemThe Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




