
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 

12:30 pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30 am-10:30 am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the 
birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to 
the proposed date of wedding. 

September 4, 2022 
Twenty Third Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 

Used with permission. 



Joys People Experience in the Catholic Church  

 
Synthesis Report of  Synodal Listening Sessions conducted by the 

Diocese of  San José, California  
 

Participants in the synodal listening sessions sponsored by the Diocese of San José described 
a rich variety of experiences of joy as part of their faith life. For most participants, their joy 
comes from the experience of connectedness and community as part of the assembly at Mass 
and participation in sacramental life. For many, the rich diversity of the Catholic Church and 
the way she welcomes people, regardless of background, language, or traditions, is a source of 
joy.  
 

Several reflected on the ethnic richness of the diocese as a whole and how the diocese and 
many parishes unite the community through multicultural and bilingual celebrations. Many 
find joy as well as strength, hope, and solidarity in celebrating and praying as a family and in 
community with others, especially during challenging times. A recurring theme is that joy 
comes from gathering with other parishioners before and after Mass, at parish celebrations, 
and in parish groups, such as men's and women's groups, youth groups, Couples for Christ, 
and Cursillo, which amplify people's sense of belonging and support in a parish. Small faith-
sharing groups and Bible study groups were mentioned frequently.  
 

These offer solace and joy and the opportunity to discuss their Christian faith openly with 
other believers, something that is difficult and, at times, impossible to do in the secular world. 
A few participants mentioned delight in being part of the Catholic Church's long history, 
which has endured many challenges through the millennia, most recently the pandemic. Many 
participants expressed great joy in being invited to serve in their parish, both in Mass as a 
liturgical minister and in pastoral and social ministries. For most respondents, serving in a 
ministry is a natural extension of their personal relationship with Christ. Their joy in ministry 
comes in many forms.  
 

For some, it is in the ministry of accompaniment, whether that is journeying with 
catechumens; educating children in the faith; giving (or receiving) spiritual direction; or 
visiting the sick, the homebound, and the incarcerated. For others, it involves serving and 
ministering to parish youth. Still, others find it in reaching out to God's people beyond parish 
or Diocesan boundaries: feeding the hungry, helping the homeless, assisting refugees, 
advocating for the sanctity of life, and caring for our common home As mentioned above, the 
celebration of the Eucharist is one of the most important sources of joy for many participants.  
 

Receiving and celebrating the other sacraments was also a source of joy. Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament is also a significant, joyful experience for some. Many discovered a new 
appreciation for receiving the Eucharist after hungering for it during the pandemic. A few 
people expressed gratitude for the opportunity to receive Holy Communion on the tongue. 
Many people shared the joy of celebrating life events through the sacramental life of the 
parish. This is especially true for parents and grandparents who witness their children and 
grandchildren being raised in the faith and receiving the Sacraments of Initiation. Receiving 
the sacraments as a family is a blessing for many. Others love praying the Rosary and 
celebrating holy days, such as Ash Wednesday, and Marian feasts, such as Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.  



Joys People Experience in the Catholic Church (Cont.) 

 Many find joy in their personal relationship with Jesus, including the forgiveness of sins. Some 
expressed great appreciation for the Catholic Church's teachings on how to live and how to 
die, particularly for the traditions around the Sacrament of the Sick. Livestreamed liturgies 
brought people together during the pandemic. They continue to connect the sick and 
homebound, often reaching beyond parish boundaries. Participants described the joy of 
experiencing strong and uplifting liturgies that include good music and homilies that resonate 
with peoples' lives and unpack the readings in meaningful ways. 

 Many are happy with the availability of Masses in their native languages. Some participants 
noted their delight in the prayerful environment of the parish building, which fosters 
recollection and silent prayer. Many participants spoke gratefully about their own growth in 
their faith life. Some participants seemed even more excited about accompanying new 
inquirers along the instruction path, meeting in small communities with catechumens through 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) and welcoming them into the Catholic 
Church. Some participants said spiritual retreats and spiritual direction from priests were a 
source of joy that changed their perceptions and deepened their faith.  

Eighth-grade participants said they experience joy in the opportunities to pray and be 
themselves in faith, religion class, and community prayer at Mass and morning assembly. 
Many high school and college students take joy in communal experiences of liturgies, prayer, 
and the sacraments. Focus on Jesus' and the Catholic Church's social teachings animates their 
faith life. Other high school and college students found joy in their individual experiences of 
prayer during the height of the pandemic when community was less accessible.  

Many college students viewed the Newman Center as a welcoming place to gather for events 
and to make friends For many participants, the leadership and pastoral care exhibited by Pope 
Francis is a source of joy. Participants find joy in his core message of inclusivity, his teachings 
on social justice, his care for the planet and marginalized peoples, and his openness to listen. 
Some participants mentioned their joy in seeing the Catholic Church advocate for the rights of 
all, locally and universally. Several participants said they experience joy when working for 
social justice and serving in various contexts, such as teaching English as a Second Language 
to immigrants and faith sharing with prisoners. In the eyes of many participants, the joy and 
witness of faith by good parish priests and men and women religious is vital to the life of the 
faithful. Many participants feel joy when priests welcome them to Mass and stay afterward to 
talk.  

Others are inspired by the personal sacrifices the clergy make for their parish and 
parishioners. When priests and religious are involved with the parish community and religious 
education, the joy of their vocation becomes contagious. Some participants said experiencing 
Christ through the wonder of creation gives them joy. Others found joy in positive Catholic 
media, such as publications and podcasts. Several participants were thankful for Bishop 
Robert Barron's Word on Fire.  



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Summer Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am-12:00pm  
Fridays. (Closed) 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@stchrissj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Joe Geraci 

Ceclia Humecke 

Mercedes DeCarli 

Pete Guy 

Tiffani Pratali 

Paul Sandigo 

Erich Franco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 

Joseph Alvera 
 

Melvin Soares 
 

Joan Geiger 
 

Kevin Lichtenberg 
 

Donald Vitale 
 

John Mistagel 
 

Mary Wilson 
 

Lina Veglia 
 

Suzanne Castaneda 
 

Elsie Fery 
 

Donald Bedell 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please Support Options United, Helping Women in Need In today’s 
world, Catholics are called to support unborn children and their 
mothers so that no woman feels she has no choice but abortion. Do 
you know someone facing an unexpected or difficult pregnancy, in 
need of prenatal care, or support with young children? Share the 
Options for Pregnancy helpline: 877-398-7734, staffed by Options 
United trained call responders, or visit 
www.optionsforpregnancy.com This critical support service connects 
women and families to the 170+ pregnancy centers and other life-
affirming resources across the state, but it can only be provided with 
your help. The bishops in all twelve of our California dioceses have 
endorsed this pioneering service and are united in asking you to 
prayerfully consider making a monthly donation of any size at 
www.optionsunited.com/one  
 
VOTE “NO” ON PROPOSITION 1 Sadly, California is presently 
one of the most permissive states in the nation for abortion. 
Proposition 1 promotes an unlimited expansion of abortion here, 
while its defeat would keep all abortion laws as they are, including 
our common-sense limits on late-term abortions. Our bishops are 
calling us to unite in prayer and action to defeat Prop 1. Please visit 
www.CAcatholic.org/Prop1 to find answers to common questions 
and resources to help defeat this misleading, expensive, and 
unnecessary ballot initiative. [Check with the parish Prop 1 
coordinator to find out whether there are any parish advocacy or 
fundraising activities that need to be announced, such as: breakfast 
or other fundraising activity in support of Options United, voter 
registration, etc.]  

Becoming A Catholic. (R.C.I.A.) 
The RCIA is offered to those who have never been baptized in any 
Christian church but may also benefit those already baptized who 
desire to become Catholic. The non-baptized who are suitably pre-
pared are joyfully received into the Catholic Church by the reception 
of the three Sacraments of Initiation, namely, Baptism, Confirmation 
and the Most Holy Eucharist. This takes place at the Easter Vigil in 
their local Catholic parish. 
 

If you are interested in becoming Catholic or simply finding out more 
about the RCIA, you should contact our parish office and make an 
appointment to speak to one of our priests or our RCIA coordinator. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 



ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR 

Lector 
The Lector Ministry makes a truly satisfying and 
meaningful contribution to Eucharistic celebra-
tions at Saint Christopher Church. When one an-
swers the call to be a minister of the word, one en-
ters a deeper relationship with the word of God as 
revealed in sacred scriptures.  The lector takes up-
on themselves the duty and privilege of bringing 
the printed word to life—making it flesh.  The 
ministry as a lector gives voice to God’s healing 
and challenging words as it goes forth irrevocably 
to the ends of the earth, achieving the purpose for 
which God sent it.  In a very real sense, the lector 
becomes a prophet—one who speaks for God. 
Please consider becoming a Lector. For more in-
formation please Contact: 
Loretta Pfaff at 1-408-269-2226 ext. 303 or email 
Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 

WE NEED YOU! 

Extraordinary Ministry of  the Eucharist  
Being a Minister of Holy Communion is humbling 
and beautiful.  Here is the opportunity to serve the 
deep hunger of people to find the presence of 
Christ.  This is our ministry and our privilege. The 
presence of the risen Christ which you bring, both 
in the sacrament and in yourself, is a presence 
characterized by a deeply spiritual, realistic love – a 
love that seeks the good of others – a love that nev-
er ends.  
Please consider becoming a Minister of the 
 Eucharist.  For more information please Contact: 
Loretta Pfaff at 1-408-269-2226 ext. 303 
loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 

 

 

 

LADIES’ GUILD EVENT 
 

All women of the St. Christopher community are 
welcome to join the Ladies' Guild Lobster Feed & 
Fundraiser - A Night for Ladies & Lobster on 
Wednesday, September 21 from 5:00PM - 8:00PM 
in the St. Christopher Parking Lot. 
 

Purchase your tickets here: https://
www.stchrisladiesguild.org/lobsterfeed.html. 
 

Tickets are $125 per person, includes lobster, 
shrimp, potatoes, sausage, corn, artichokes, fresh 
baked baguette, 2 drink tickets, and 5 raffle tick-
ets. *Senior tickets are $85 per person, if you are 
60+. For questions, please contact  
info@stchrisladiesguild.org. 

CALLING TO BECOME AN ALTAR SERVER 
It’s slowly and carefully, becoming the time to call 
upon our children to come back to church and to 
be engaged in the life of the parish by becoming 
an Altar Server. We would like to call upon boys 
and girls who have received already the 1st Holy 
Communion to register for this program. Parents, 
please, help your children to do so if they express 
such a desire to become an Altar Server.  
PLEASE, submit the names of your children to 
the Parish Office.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
 

St. Christopher’s Grief Ministry is offering a 6 
week grief support group in the Marian Room of 
the Msgr. Allen Center starting on Mondays, Sep-
tember 12th through October 17th from 1:15pm-
2:30pm.  The group is open to anyone going 
through loss, such as a death, divorce, or having to 
put a partner in care facility from Alzheimer’s.  
Everyone attending needs to be Vaccinated & 
Boosted. Call Sandy at  408-807-0503 or email her 
at: tyedyesandy@gmail.com to sign up or if you 
have questions.   

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY 
Is God calling you to be a sister? Do you wonder 
what being a sister is all about? Come & see! The 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul invite 
you to join us for a Religious Vocation Discern-
ment Retreat in the Bay Area Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 2022. 
For single Catholic Women ages 18-40. For details 
email Sr. Lisa Laguna at srllaguna@doc1633.org 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Online registration is now open for the 2022-2023 
Faith Formation session. To register for classes, 
go to saintchris.com, click on Faith Formation 
and choose Grades 1-6 or Confirmation Year 1 and 
2. Please call our office at 408-264-8764 if you have 
any questions. 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner
Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

Contact me for a free Consultation!
Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert SystemThe Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




