
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 

12:30 pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30 am-10:30 am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the 
birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to 
the proposed date of wedding. 

September 25, 2022 
Twenty Sixth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 

Used with permission. 



HOPES AND DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE 

 Synthesis Report of  Synodal Listening Sessions conducted by the 
Diocese of  San José, California  

Many participants dream of a Catholic Church where the spirit of "synodality" continues and 
grows. And they hope this "listening Church" will become more of a reality at the parish, 
diocesan, and global levels.  
Many participants dream of and hope for a more united and joyful Catholic Church that is 
growing and focuses on the commandments to love God and one another. This more united 
Catholic Church would be a vibrant community that includes divorced persons who have 
remarried, members of the LGBTQ community, and women ordained as deacons/priests. It 
would be a more welcoming Catholic Church that is more accessible and inclusive. 
 

It would be a caring Catholic Church that reaches out to those who are poor and struggling. It 
would be a more humble Catholic Church that is repentant and more effectively heals the 
wounds caused by the clergy sex abuse crisis and its treatment of other marginalized groups. It 
would be a Catholic Church that is more transparent, especially regarding financial 
accountability. Many participants dream of and hope for a Catholic Church that effectively 
engages with young people (especially teens and young adults). This engagement would need 
to start with understanding better the concerns of young people. Some expressed a desire for 
more effective faith formation and activities that make youth feel like members of the Catholic 
family.  
 

Some mentioned that this should be done through multi-parish and diocesan-wide 
collaboration. Many parents seek help and support, including more adult faith formation, to 
effectively share their faith with their children. Some recommended a more effective use of 
social media and technology to reach the youth and young adults. One of the most frequently 
mentioned hope is that the Catholic Church will fully recognize the role(s) of women when it 
comes to leadership, ordained ministry, etc. Related to this is a desire to see more utilization of 
the laity (both women and men) in leadership and shared decision-making in the Catholic 
Church. Some mentioned the lack of inclusive language in the liturgy. Another frequently 
mentioned dream is for more vibrant and relevant liturgies, especially the Eucharist.  
 

For many, this begins with a much more welcoming atmosphere, includes more meaningful 
homilies (perhaps using lay women and men sometimes), better music and sound systems, 
priests whose English is easily understandable, and more effective use of technology. Fewer 
participants expressed the hope that participants would be more reverent in their participation 
in the Eucharist. In at least one bi-lingual parish (Vietnamese and English), there is a desire 
for a bi-lingual celebration of the Eucharist because when it is only celebrated in Vietnamese, 
young people do not understand it.  
 

Many participants dream of a Catholic Church willing to re-think its beliefs and teachings 
about sexuality, especially regarding contraception, divorce, and LGBTQ+ issues. Some also 
mentioned a desire to allow priests to marry. Many participants hope for a Catholic Church that 
is more humble, fully transparent, and accountable. They want a more honest and complete 
assessment of the sex abuse scandal and a more authentic apology for the terrible harm it has 
caused. Some participants want the Vatican to display more accountability for past 
wrongdoings/coverups that have caused people to leave the Catholic Church and precluded 
people from joining. A few participants mentioned a desire to see the Catholic Church take a 
closer look at death with dignity for those with serious illnesses.  



HOPES AND DREAMS FOR THE FUTURE CONT…. 

 Some participants want a Catholic Church that emphasizes the tenets of the faith and why; 
leaves no grey areas; is faithful to the Gospel as articulated in traditional Catholic Church 
teachings; and does not bend to societal pressures.  

Most participants agree that the Catholic Church needs to continue improving its focus on the 
needs of the poor and vulnerable. Many would like to see more homilies that connect gospel 
values with current realities like climate change, racism, immigration, economic justice, 
capital punishment, the homeless, people with disabilities, etc.  

A few think the Catholic Church should stay clear of most social justice issues and “politics." 
Several participants dream of a Catholic Church that more effectively tells the story of the 
many good things the Catholic Church is doing, e.g., through Catholic Charities, Catholic 
Relief Services, and parish outreach programs through publicity and social media. Some 
participants want more faith formation, bible study, and catechesis programs for adults and 
children.  

Still, there seems to be a lack of consensus on the content for these programs. Some 
participants want more of an emphasis on "doctrine." In contrast, other participants 
recommend focusing more on the gospel commandment to love God and one's neighbor. 
Some participants feel the Catholic Church needs to be much more welcoming and then figure 
out how to better convey a message that it is welcoming. These participants believe a 
significant effort should be applied to amplify that welcoming message so all could hear.  

Some participants called for cross-parish and Diocesan resources to foster faith and social 
events that attract youth and young adults, as no single parish has enough resources to do this 
effectively. They want parishes to form people to become missionary disciples and give them 
the tools to do it effectively by creating more service/missionary programs (especially for 
young people). Overall, many participants see the need for a more profound and explicit 
formation on the principles of the Catholic faith and the encouragement to fidelity to the life of 
prayer and vocation for every Catholic. These participants see a need for more intentional 
outreach and evangelization. Others describe evangelism as a waste of time until the internal 
troubles and scandals are fixed. They see people leaving the Catholic Church because of these 
problems, so they must be addressed first. 

Conclusion  
 The response in the Diocese of San José to Pope Francis's invitation to participate in the 
preparation for the universal synod on synodality was mixed. Bishop Cantú created a universal 
synodal planning committee that met frequently and created a solid plan for parishes and 
other groups to sponsor listening sessions. The Diocese also taped a video of the bishop's 
invitation to the faithful of the Diocese, encouraging them to participate in a listening session. 
The diocesan website included a special section with resources for pastors and lay leaders to 
assist in implementing the listening sessions. This site also had links to the Vatican's and 
USCCB's websites. On the plus side, more than 2,000 members of the Diocese attended either 
in-person or virtual listening sessions, and almost all participants reported extremely positive 
feelings about this experience. The design of the listening sessions, along with a solid training 
program for facilitators and note-takers, created a safe and welcoming "space" for 
participants. It was not uncommon to hear someone say: "This is the first time the Church has 
ever asked me about what I think and believe." The level of deep sharing and honesty in the 
listening sessions was impressive. For these participants, the experience had a spiritual 
dimension that was deeply appreciated. (See next Page) 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Fridays. 8:30am-noon 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@stchrissj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 



OUR COMMUNITY 

Synodal Listening Conclusion  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many participants also expressed a desire to have this kind of 
"listening Church" experience continue in the life of their parish and 
the Diocese of San José. While acknowledging many sources of joy in 
their experience of belonging to the Catholic Church, participants 
were also not shy about pointing out its shortcomings. This is 
especially noteworthy because most participants in the listening 
sessions were highly educated and very engaged in their parish. 
There is a deep yearning for Catholic Church leadership to address 
these shortcomings in meaningful ways. Some expressed skepticism 
that their concerns would be taken seriously. Participants expressed 
a deep love for their parish, the Catholic Church, and a desire to be 
part of its efforts to engage others more effectively, especially the 
younger generations. But they are unsure how to do this and want 
Church leadership to help them figure out how to do it.  
 

On the more negative side, given the size of the diocese, which 
includes the 10th largest city in the United States, participation was 
very uneven. If responses to the survey done with the listening 
sessions are any indicator, 8 to 10 parishes (out of 54) had about 50% 
of all participants in listening sessions. A third of the parishes 
appeared not to have had any listening sessions, and others were less 
successful in attracting significant numbers of participants.  
 

Persons of color, members of the LGBTQ+ community, those with a 
high school education or less and low-income people were 
significantly underrepresented among those who participated. 
Finally, it should be noted that the Diocese of San José has begun 
the program for holding a diocesan synod next year that will discern 
the direction of the mission and ministry of the local church in Santa 
Clara County for years to come. The results of its participation in the 
universal synod on synodality, along with what we have learned 
about the process of creating a "listening Church," will be very 
helpful in planning and executing this diocesan synod.  

PRAY FOR THE ILL  
IN OUR PARISH 

 
Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Renato Silveira 

Diane Burgos 

Tom Holman 

Frank Dorsa 

Carol Kested 

Kit Pleck 

Tiffani Pratali 

Clare Maloney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 
 

John Aviles 
 

Reuel Santos 
 

Jon Jay Montemayor 
 

Louise Rizzi 
 

Mary Wilson 
 

Joseph Alvera 
 

Melvin Soares 
 

Joan Geiger 
 

Kevin Lichtenberg 
 

Donald Vitale 
 

John Mistagel 



ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

 

 

MARRIED COUPLES 
Looking for a romantic get-away? Whether you’ve 
been married just a few years or over 50 years, 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is one of the best 
and most affordable marriage enrichments availa-
ble anywhere. Take the time you need for each 
other and give yourselves the marriage you deserve 
and God desires for all couples to have. The next 
local experience is October 
28-30 at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan 
Bautista. For more information or to register visit 
wwme.org. For questions, call Ken & Claranne 
Schirle at 408-782-1413. 

 

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY 
Is God calling you to be a sister? Do you wonder 
what being a sister is all about? Come & see! The 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul invite 
you to join us for a Religious Vocation Discern-
ment Retreat in the Bay Area Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 2022. 
For single Catholic Women ages 18-40. For details 
email Sr. Lisa Laguna at srllaguna@doc1633.org 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Online registration is now open for the 2022-2023 
Faith Formation session. To register for classes, 
go to saintchris.com, click on Faith Formation 
and choose Grades 1-6 or Confirmation Year 1 and 
2. Please call our office at 408-264-8764 if you have 
any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
VOTE “NO” ON PROPOSITION 1 Proposition 
1 is a worst-case scenario for abortion in Califor-
nia. It is an expensive and misleading ballot 
measure that allows unlimited late-term abortions 
— for any reason, at any time, even moments be-
fore birth, paid for by tax dollars. Prop 1 isn’t 
needed. Sadly, California already has some of the 
most permissive abortion laws in the nation that 
would remain in effect without the amendment, 
including our current limit on late-term abortions 
that are permitted only for the life and health of 
the mother. Prop 1 destroys this common-sense 
limit. California does not limit state spending on 
abortion, and with thousands more traveling from 
other states, the cost will be in the hundreds of 
millions. Don’t hand lawmakers a blank check to 
pay for abortions, and don’t let them make Cali-
fornia an “abortion sanctuary.” To learn more, 
visit www.CAcatholic.org/Prop1  
 
Pray for the Defeat of Proposition 1 and to End 
Abortion As we enter Respect Life Month, the 
bishops of California are inviting all Catholics to 
engage in prayer and fasting to end abortion and 
for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit to form the 
minds and hearts of California citizens to defeat 
Prop 1. With that in mind, our bishops are hosting 
a Novena to Our Lady of the Holy Rosary to De-
feat Proposition 1 from September 29 to October 
7—see the Novena flyer and visit 
www.CAcatholic.org/Prop1 for the daily video 
messages. At the same time, please join our inter-
faith friends of 40 Days for Life from September 
28 to November 6 for their annual campaign to 
end abortion: www.40daysforlife.com .  

Altar Server Training 
Boys and girls currently in 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th 
grades who are interested in becoming an altar 
server are invited to attend the training to be held 
at the end of this month A parent must attend the 
first half hour of the first training session to help 
them understand the responsibilities of altar  
serving, scheduling, and the practical aspects of 
serving our parish as an Altar Server. 
1st Session— Parents must attend for 30 minutes. 
Friday, September 30th, from 4:00PM to 5:30PM in 
the Church. 
2nd Session  
Sunday, October 2nd, 2;00pm-3:30pm 
Space is limited! You MUST RSVP to  
loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org to confirm your  
reservation for the training sessions. 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner
Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

Contact me for a free Consultation!
Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert SystemThe Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




