
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 

12:30 pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Mon-Thur — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  9:30 am-10:30 am  
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the 
birth of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to 
the proposed date of wedding. 

October 2, 2022 
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THE GIFT OF SUNDAY 

 
Our world has been shaken in recent times by the deprivation of the bonds of communion. We 
have hungered for the times of joyful gatherings with each other. We have hungered for the 
ability to gather for worship, knowing what it means to be starved of the Sacraments. We have 
become sick with an anxious fear of death, growing at times forgetful of the promised rest of 
heaven. We have been led to question anew the relationship of humanity to the rest of the 
created world that provides goods we consume in order to live, but that also exposes us to 
deadly forces.  
 

Recently, our world has been undergoing a forced rest that has come upon us against our will, 
one that has arrested the normal routines of work and activity. This imposed rest has forced 
many of us to question the hectic pace of our work and world that had reached a fever pitch 
before our lives were brought to a stand-still. We need to reassess our priorities as children of 
God.  
 

“I will give you rest,” the Lord says.1 Ours is a world that seeks to understand anew, now more 
than ever, what is meant by authentic rest, authentic communion, and authentic worship. As 
we emerge from the deserts of deprivation, God invites us to become reacquainted, in the 
opportunity of a new beginning, with his original plan and desire for a world that needs true 
rest and true worship. We are invited to again come to know the meaning and the gift of 
Sunday. 
 
SUNDAY ORIGINATES AT THE DAWN OF TIME AND THE DAWN OF HUMANITY 
Sunday is the one day of the week dedicated uniquely to the Lord and to worship. As such, it 
has its origins in the pattern of creation itself. This is made known not only by the study of the 
natural world, but also by the revelation of God in the Sacred Scriptures.  
 

The natural world is filled with cycles and rhythms that govern every facet of life: the cycles of 
day and night, of seasons changing, of growth and decay, of birth and death. Many of the 
creatures of the animal world, especially humans, require a regular cycle of rest, or sleep, in 
order to live and flourish. Additionally, men and women uniquely require rest beyond the mere 
biological. We require a rest that re-centers, re-orients, and refocuses the body, mind, and soul 
on our Creator himself, so that we can be renewed by the regular reminder of our unique 
human vocation to know, love, and serve God completely.  
 
The Book of Genesis describes in inspired language the same reality that is made clear in the 
natural world. It speaks of God who made the earth after a pattern of days, thus allowing the 
passage of time itself, and the cycles of nature, to be a holy and sanctifying reality. The 
Scriptures show this most clearly by teaching that God rests on the seventh day of creation, 
revealing in sacred language the deepest purpose of the cycle of rest and renewal that extends 
across the fabric of the universe. This cycle exists in nature to open up a needed space of 
contemplation of God himself, in all his wonder, and to point with a fanfare of praise and 
rejoicing to the one who made all things good.  
 
Sunday, as a day of the Lord, originates at the dawn of time. It is inscribed in the created order. 
It is “inscribed by nature in the human heart to render God an outward, visible, public, and 
regular worship.”2 Without Sunday, all of creation loses its proper interpretive key and 
meaning.  



THE GIFT OF SUNDAY CONT…. 

 SUNDAY GROWS FROM A JOYFUL RELATIONSHIP 

In the context of the fundamental relationship of creation to Creator, most especially of 
humanity’s relationship to God who made us uniquely in his image and likeness, we can 
speak of the word “obligation.” Obligation arises out of love that unites persons in 
relationship. Love takes the shape of obligation as it awakens the persons in relationship to 
what they know they must do for the one they love. Love makes demands on the lover, which 
the lover freely, even joyfully undertakes because they know it is right and just. “In this is love: 
not that we have loved God, but that he loved us.” 

God is the source of all life. He is the one to whom all creation, most especially the human 
person, points in its wondrous pattern. As we reflect upon our relationship to the God who 
made us, we come to realize the duty we have to render him regular, outward praise and 
worship. This duty to worship is linked to the pattern of rest that God placed into the created 
order.  

For the Christian, Sunday is the day of obligation and worship because it is the day of 
rediscovery of love, by us the creatures, for God our creator who has blessed us so abundantly. 
Sunday obligation flowers into Sunday rejoicing for the believer who rightly understands the 
love of God, and his magnificent generosity. Worship flows from wonder. For all of the same 
reasons, deliberately choosing not to worship or observe Sunday without good reason is a 
failure of love and of duty. Such a failure constitutes a serious break in our relationship to God 
and to each other.  

THE HEART OF SUNDAY IS WORSHIP  

For Sunday to authentically be a remedy for the Fall of Eden, Sunday requires the act of 
worship. A day that exists solely for its own sake for the restful contemplation and adoration of 
God needs to originate in an activity that is also carried out solely for its own sake. Worship is 
the act of turning one’s heart, mind, body, and soul to face God directly. We focus on him 
intentionally, acknowledging the truth that he is our God, for whom we long, for whom our 
soul thirsts. 

We recognize with our whole selves, that He made us, and we belong to him.6 He alone, for 
his unbounded love, is worthy of our highest praise and adoration. Worship is an intentionally 
unproductive action by any measurements of our earthly existence. It is not supposed to 
“produce,” or “accomplish” anything in the realm of the merely material. In this way, our 
participation in an intentionally other-worldly activity, each week, rescues us from the slavery 
of production. Resting only in God, in the act of worship, immerses us in the true rest of 
heaven for which we long. This heavenly rest of the act of worship, the true remedy for the Fall 
of Eden, cannot be attained through any other earthly labors, good though they may be. A 
Sunday without worship cannot truly be a day of rest.  



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Fridays. 8:30am-noon 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Renato Silveira 

Diane Burgos 

Tom Holman 

Frank Dorsa 

Carol Kested 

Kit Pleck 

Tiffani Pratali 

Julie Dio 

Sech Fabic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 
 

John Aviles 
 

Reuel Santos 
 

Jon Jay Montemayor 
 

Louise Rizzi 
 

Mary Wilson 
 

Joseph Alvera 
 

Melvin Soares 
 

Joan Geiger 
 

Kevin Lichtenberg 
 

Donald Vitale 

Becoming Catholic/RCIA 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
The Mission and Ministry Center has the privilege to accompany 
members of the Saint Mary’s Community in their Sacramental 
preparation and their personal journeys of faith. Sacramental 
Preparation, called the Rite of Christian Initiative of Adults (RCIA), 
enables an individual to grow in faith while becoming a fully 
initiated member of the Roman Catholic Church through Baptism, 
Eucharist and/or Confirmation. The term RCIA stands for the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults that originated in the earliest 
traditions of the Church for welcoming new members into the 
Catholic community. RCIA consists of a series of stages of 
preparation, as well as rites (rituals), which take place over at least 
one academic year. You can sign-up for RCIA anytime but meetings 
take place from September through late April of each year. We are 
still planning our gatherings for this year, but we will 
have Information Meetings to explain more about the process and 
how it works.   
 
RCIA is for you if: 
You were never baptized OR are a baptized Christian but who wish 
to become a member of the Catholic Church.  
You are a baptized Catholic but are uneducated in the faith and wish 
to prepare to receive the Sacraments of Eucharist and Confirmation. 
 

You are active in your Catholic faith already and wish to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
You are baptized and confirmed, and simply want to explore the 
tradition and teachings again at this point in your life! 
  

The RCIA and Confirmation programs are designed not only to 
prepare participants for the Sacraments but to help them develop a 
deeper relationship with God. The preparation process can be easily 
summed up in five words: Pray, Question, Reflect, Serve, Together. 
Candidates meet weekly to pray, discuss a shared text, and build a 
community of support for each other on this journey of discernment 
and commitment. 
 

Together, we will participate in a retreat and put our faith into action 
using our talents by serving others. Each participant is asked to 
select a sponsor who provides guidance and support during the 
preparation process as well as the encouragement to continue to 
grow in faith afterward.  
 
R.C.I.A. classes are on Tuesday evening’s at 7:00pm in the Parish 
Center  



ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

 

 

MARRIED COUPLES 
Looking for a romantic get-away? Whether you’ve 
been married just a few years or over 50 years, 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is one of the best 
and most affordable marriage enrichments availa-
ble anywhere. Take the time you need for each 
other and give yourselves the marriage you deserve 
and God desires for all couples to have. The next 
local experience is October 
28-30 at St. Francis Retreat Center in San Juan 
Bautista. For more information or to register visit 
wwme.org. For questions, call Ken & Claranne 
Schirle at 408-782-1413. 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

Online registration is now open for the 2022-2023 
Faith Formation session. To register for classes, 
go to saintchris.com, click on Faith Formation 
and choose Grades 1-6 or Confirmation Year 1 and 
2. Please call our office at 408-264-8764 if you have 
any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
VOTE “NO” ON PROPOSITION 1 Proposition 
1 is a worst-case scenario for abortion in Califor-
nia. It is an expensive and misleading ballot 
measure that allows unlimited late-term abortions 
— for any reason, at any time, even moments be-
fore birth, paid for by tax dollars. Prop 1 isn’t 
needed. Sadly, California already has some of the 
most permissive abortion laws in the nation that 
would remain in effect without the amendment, 
including our current limit on late-term abortions 
that are permitted only for the life and health of 
the mother. Prop 1 destroys this common-sense 
limit. California does not limit state spending on 
abortion, and with thousands more traveling from 
other states, the cost will be in the hundreds of 
millions. Don’t hand lawmakers a blank check to 
pay for abortions, and don’t let them make Cali-
fornia an “abortion sanctuary.” To learn more, 
visit www.CAcatholic.org/Prop1  
 
Pray for the Defeat of Proposition 1 and to End 
Abortion As we enter Respect Life Month, the 
bishops of California are inviting all Catholics to 
engage in prayer and fasting to end abortion and 
for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit to form the 
minds and hearts of California citizens to defeat 
Prop 1. With that in mind, our bishops are hosting 
a Novena to Our Lady of the Holy Rosary to De-
feat Proposition 1 from September 29 to October 
7—see the Novena flyer and visit 
www.CAcatholic.org/Prop1 for the daily video 
messages. At the same time, please join our inter-
faith friends of 40 Days for Life from September 
28 to November 6 for their annual campaign to 
end abortion: www.40daysforlife.com .  

Join us for the First Annual  
Pumpkin Palooza!  

A night of fall fun for everyone on Friday,  
October 21. Event and ticket information available 
on our website,  
https://www.stchrisladiesguild.org/
pumpkinpalooza.html 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner
Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?

Contact me for a free Consultation!
Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert SystemThe Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




