
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 

pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Monday-Thursday — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
1st Saturday of the Month 

9:00am Mass with the anointing of the sick 

   
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  10:00am-11:00am 
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the birth 
of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to the 
proposed date of wedding. 

October 23, 2022 
Thirtieth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 

Used with permission. 



POPE FRANCIS ON THE HOLY MASS  

 
The Second Vatican Council was deeply inspired by the desire to lead Christians to understand 
the greatness of faith and the beauty of the encounter with Christ. For this reason it was 
necessary first of all to implement, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an appropriate renewal 
of the Liturgy, because the Church continually lives of it and renews herself thanks to it. 
 

A central theme that the Council Fathers emphasized was the liturgical formation of the 
faithful, indispensable for a true renewal. It is precisely this renewal as well as the purpose of 
this series of catecheses that we are beginning today: to grow in our understanding of the great 
gift that God has given us in the Eucharist. 
 

The Eucharist is a wondrous event in which Jesus Christ, our life, makes himself present. 
Participating in the Mass “is truly living again the redemptive passion and death of Our Lord. It 
is a visible manifestation: the Lord makes himself present on the altar to be offered to the 
Father for the salvation of the world” (Homily at the Domus Sanctae Marthae, 10 February 
2014).  
 

The Lord is there with us, present. So often do we go there, look at things, talk amongst 
ourselves while the priest is celebrating the Eucharist … and we do not celebrate close to Him. 
But it is the Lord! If today the President of the Republic were to come, or some very important 
world personage, it is certain that we would all be close to him, that we would want to greet 
him. But think: when you go to Mass, the Lord is there! And you get distracted. It is the Lord! 
We have to think about this. “Father, it’s that the Masses are dull” — “But what are you saying, 
that the Lord is dull?” — “No, no. Not the Mass, the priests” — “Ah, may the priests convert, 
but it is the Lord who is there!” Do you understand? Do not forget it. “Participating in Mass is 
living again the redemptive passion and death of Our Lord”. 
 

Now let us try asking ourselves a few simple questions. For example, why do we make the sign 
of the Cross and perform the Penitential Rite at the beginning of Mass? And here I would like to 
add another side note. Have you seen how children make the sign of the Cross? You do not 
know what they are doing, whether it is the sign of the Cross or an outline. They do this 
[gesturing]. Children must be taught how to make the sign of the Cross properly. This is how 
the Mass begins; this is how life begins; this is how the day begins. This means that we are 
redeemed by the Lord’s Cross. Watch the children and teach them how to make the sign of the 
Cross properly. And those Readings, during Mass, why are they there? Why are there three 
Readings on Sunday and two on the other days? Why are they read? What do the Readings at 
Mass mean? Why are they read and what is their purpose? Or, why does the priest presiding at 
the celebration say at a certain point: “Lift up our hearts”? He does not say: “Lift up your cell 
phones to take a photo!”. No, that’s bad!  
 

I tell you, it makes me sad when I am celebrating here in Saint Peter’s Square or in the Basilica 
to see many cell phones lifted up, not only by the faithful but also by some priests and even 
bishops! But please! Mass is not a spectacle: it is going to encounter the Passion and 
Resurrection of the Lord. This is why the priest says: “Lift up our hearts”. What does this 
mean? Remember: no phones. 
It is really important to return to the basics, to rediscover what is essential, through what we 
touch and see in the celebration of the Sacraments. The question of the Apostle Saint Thomas 
(cf. Jn 20:25), seeking to see and touch the nail wounds in Jesus’ body, and the desire to be able 
in some way to “touch” God in order to believe in him. What Saint Thomas asks of the Lord is 
what we all need: to see him, to touch him so that we may be able to know him.   



POPE FRANCIS ON THE HOLY MASS CONT…. 

 
The Sacraments meet this human need. The Sacraments, the Eucharistic celebration in a 
particular way, are signs of God’s love, the privileged ways for us to encounter him. 
Thus, through these catecheses that we are beginning, I would like to rediscover with you the 
beauty that is hidden in the Eucharistic celebration and that, once revealed, gives full meaning 
to each person’s life. May Our Lady accompany us on this new stretch of road. T  

Why do we go to Mass on Sundays? 

The Sunday celebration of the Eucharist is at the heart of the Church’s life (cf. Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, n. 2177). We Christians go to Sunday Mass to encounter the Risen Lord, 
or better still to allow ourselves to be encountered by him, to hear his Word, to nourish 
ourselves at his table, and thus to become the Church, that is, his mystical living Body in the 
world. 

From the first hour, Jesus’ disciples understood this; they celebrated the Eucharistic encounter 
with the Lord on the day of the week that the Hebrews called “the first of the week” and the 
Romans called “day of the sun”, because on that day Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to 
the disciples, speaking with them, eating with them, giving them the Holy Spirit (cf. Mt 28:1; 
Mk 16:9, 14; Lk 24:1, 13; Jn 20:1, 19), as we have heard in the Gospel reading.  

The great outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost also happened on a Sunday, the 50th day after 
Jesus’ Resurrection. For these reasons, Sunday is a holy day for us, sanctified by the 
Eucharistic celebration, the living presence of the Lord among us and for us. Thus, it is the 
Mass that makes Sunday Christian. The Christian Sunday revolves around the Mass. For a 
Christian, what is a Sunday in which the encounter with the Lord is lacking? 

There are Christian communities which, unfortunately, cannot enjoy Mass every Sunday; they 
too, however, on this holy day, are called to reflect in prayer in the name of the Lord, listening 
to the Word of God and keeping alive the desire for the Eucharist. 

Some secularized societies have lost the Christian sense of Sunday illuminated by the 
Eucharist. This is a shame! In these contexts it is necessary to revive this awareness, to recover 
the meaning of the celebration, the meaning of the joy, of the parish community, of solidarity, 
of the rest which restores body and soul (cf. ccc, nn. 2177-2178). Of all these values, the 
Eucharist is our guide, Sunday after Sunday. For this reason the Second Vatican Council 
wished to emphasize that Sunday “is the original feast day, and it should be proposed to the 
piety of the faithful and taught to them so that it may become in fact a day of joy and of 
freedom from work” (Constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium, 106). 

The Sunday abstention from work did not exist in the early centuries: it is a specific 
contribution of Christianity. According to biblical tradition Jews rest on the Sabbath, while in 
Roman society a day of the week was not provided for abstention from servile labour. It was 
the Christian awareness of living as children and not as slaves, inspired by the Eucharist, 
which has made Sunday — almost universally — the day of rest. 

Without Christ we are condemned to be dominated by everyday weariness, with its worries, 
and by fear of the future. The Sunday encounter with the Lord gives us the strength to 
experience the present with confidence and courage, and to go forth with hope. For this reason 
we Christians go to encounter the Lord on Sunday, in the Eucharistic celebration. 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Fridays. 8:30am-noon 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Renato Silveira 

Diane Burgos 

Tom Holman 

Frank Dorsa 

Carol Kested 

Kit Pleck 

Tiffani Pratali 

Julie Dio 

Sech Fabic 

Andrew (A.J.) Sundquist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 
 

Mark Polomik 
 

John & Ann Giammona 
 

Steven Phelan 
 

Mary Kay Dalzochio 
 

John Aviles 
 

Reuel Santos 
 

Jon Jay Montemayor 
 

Louise Rizzi 
 

Mary Wilson 
 

Pope Francis on the Holy Mass  
Eucharistic communion with Jesus, Risen and ever-Living, 
anticipates the Sunday without sunset, when there will be no more 
weariness nor pain, nor sorrow nor tears, but only the joy of living 
fully and forever with the Lord. Sunday Mass also speaks to us of this 
blessed repose, teaching us to entrust ourselves during the course of 
the week to the hands of the Father who is in heaven. 
How can we respond to those who say that it is of no use going to 
Mass, even on Sunday, because the important thing is to live well, to 
love our neighbour? It is true that the quality of Christian life is 
measured by the capacity to love, as Jesus said: “By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn 
13:35); but how can we practice the Gospel without drawing the 
energy necessary to do so, one Sunday after another, from the 
inexhaustible source of the Eucharist? We do not go to Mass in order 
to give something to God, but to receive what we truly need from him. 
We are reminded of this by the Church’s prayer, which is addressed to 
God in this way: “although you have no need of our praise, yet our 
thanksgiving is itself your gift, since our praises add nothing to your 
greatness but profit us for salvation” (Roman Missal, Common 
Preface iv). 
In conclusion, why do we go to Mass on Sundays? It is not enough to 
respond that it is a precept of the Church; this helps to preserve its 
value, but alone does not suffice. We Christians need to participate in 
Sunday Mass because only with Jesus’ grace, with his living presence 
within us and among us, can we put his commandment into practice, 
and thus be his credible witnesses.” 

Heavenly Father, 
In your loving mercy, 

you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, anointed by the Spirit, 
to redeem the world through his Paschal Mystery. 

The disciples on the road to Emmaus 
pleaded with the Lord, “Stay with us.” 
Promising to remain with his church, 

and to nourish us as the Bread of Life and Cup of Salvation, Jesus left 
us the Sacrament of Salvation in the Eucharist. 

Stir up in our hearts a lively faith 
in Jesus’ real, loving, and saving presence, and may the Eucharist 

become the pattern of our lives. 
As a pilgrim church may we be nourished and strengthened 

at the Eucharistic table, and so “do unto others” in love 
as you have loved us. 

Through the intercession of St. Joseph and St. Clare, may we remain 
in your love through the Sacrament of your Love.  Amen. 



ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

 

ST. CHRISTOPHER PARISH  
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

 

 

 

All children from 3rd grade through 8th grade are  
encouraged to join our Parish Children's Choir. The 
children's choir sings once a month at the Sunday 9:30 
a.m. Mass. Our First Sunday this year will  
be November 6th, 2022. 
We are pleased to have a wonderful new director this 
year - Mrs. Mindy Dickens who is a very experienced 
and talented director and music teacher.  We’re excited 
to have Mrs. Dickens lead a new year of joyful singing 
with our children. 
Rehearsals will be held at 8:00 a.m. in Walsh Hall 
the same morning of the monthly Mass. However, we 
will have two rehearsals before the first day the choir 
sings:   
Sunday, October 23rd & Sunday, October 30th  
8am in Walsh Hall 
This will help the children be prepared for their first 
mass singing in choir. 
If your child would like to be part of the choir, email 
Loretta Pfaff, with you and your child’s name, Grade, 
phone #, and Email address to  
loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org.   

This year Saint Christopher Church is sponsor-
ing a Parish wide food and toy drive for the holi-
day season. This will benefit our parish outreach pro-
gram. Parish members can bring their food to mass 
on Sunday, November 6 before the morning masses 
or to the church office during the week.  Food items 
needed: Pasta sauce, canned pasta, mashed potato 
mix, stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, canned pasta, 
chili, soup, boxed or bagged cookies, canned meat, 
Rice-A-Roni, Mac & cheese, pasta. Grocery gift 
cards are also appreciated. The Toy Drive will be 
held on Sunday , Dec. 4 during the morning masses. 
Toys are needed for boys and girls ages 4 to 12. Gift 
cards for grocery stores, Target, Walmart, TJ Max, 
etc. are also appreciated. A check may also be made 
out to Saint Christopher Outreach. For more infor-
mation please call Nancy Melander at 408-269-2226 

 
 
 
 
Christian Meditation  

As taught by Father John Main O.S.B. 
Thursday October 27th at 7:30pm 

 

“Be still and know that I am God”.  In anticipation 
of the Feasts of All Saints and All Souls you are 
warmly invited to participate in the ancient tradition 
and practice of silent Christian meditation which 
brings us to that place of inner silence where “we are 
simply being with God who is in us in the Holy Spir-
it whom Jesus has given us” (John Main). We will be 
meeting in Church at 7:30pm on Thursday, October 
27th.  “The communion of saints” will be a source of 
strength and inspiration for us, as we draw nearer to 
our own loved ones who have passed beyond the 
limit of our sight, knowing that we are all together in 
God. We will especially hold in our hearts all who 
have died recently and all who are deeply grieving at 
this time. 
 
Our time together will include a short reflection, a 
poem, a reading and some gentle music. We will lis-
ten to a recording of John Main for about 10 minutes 
and meditate together for 20 minutes. We will con-
clude with candlelight prayers. Christian meditation 
is a prayer of faith, “It is more important to experi-
ence its power in our lives than to try to understand 
or explain it” so let us deepen our spiritual life by 
joining together to meditate as we await the beautiful 
feasts of All Saints and All Souls. 
  
This invitation is extended with much love to all who 
have come to previous meditations and also to any-
one who has never meditated before. 
All are welcome – no experience required. 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact me for a free Consultation!

Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert SystemThe Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




