
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 

pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Monday-Thursday — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
1st Saturday of the Month 

9:00am Mass with the anointing of the sick 

   
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  10:00am-11:00am 
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the birth 
of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to the 
proposed date of wedding. 

November 6, 2022 
Thirty-Second Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 
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St .  Chris topher  Church 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning! 

Today I would like to enter the vibrant heart of the Eucharistic celebration. The Mass is com-
posed of two parts: the Liturgy of the Word and the Eucharistic Liturgy. They are so closely 
connected to each other that they form one single act of worship (cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
n. 56; General Instructions of the Roman Missal, n. 28). The celebration, introduced by several 
preparatory rites and concluded by others, thus forms a single body and cannot be    separated, 
but for clarification I will try to explain its various moments, each of which is capable of touch-
ing and engaging a  dimension of our humanity. One must know these holy signs in order to     
experience the Mass fully and to enjoy all of its beauty. 

Once the people are gathered, the celebration opens with the Introductory Rites, including the 
Entrance of the celebrants or the celebrant, the Greeting — “The Lord be with you” or “Peace 
be with you” —, the Act of Penitence — “I confess”, with which we ask forgiveness for our sins 
—, the Kyrie Eleison, the Gloria Hymn and the Collect Prayer: it is called the “collect prayer”, 
not because the collection of offerings takes place then: it is the Collect of the prayer intentions 
of all peoples; and that Collect of the peoples’ intention rises to heaven as a prayer.  

Their purpose — that of these Introductory Rites 
— is “to ensure that the faithful who come togeth-
er as one establish communion and dispose them-
selves to listen properly to God’s word and to cele-
brate the Eucharist worthily” ( General Instruc-
tions of the Roman Missal, n. 46). It is not a good 
habit to look at your watch and say: “I am on 
time; I arrive after the sermon and this way I fulfil 
the precept”. Mass begins with the sign of the 
Cross, with these Introductory Rites, because 
there we begin to adore God as a community. And 
for this reason it is important to make sure you do 
not arrive late, but rather early, in order to prepare 
the heart for this rite, for this community celebra-
tion.  

Normally, while the entrance hymn is sung, the 
priest, with the altar servers, approaches the altar in procession, and salutes it with a bow and, 
in a sign of veneration, kisses it and, when there is incense, incenses it. Why? Because the altar 
is Christ: it is the figure of Christ. When we look at the altar, we are looking exactly at Christ. 
The altar is Christ. These gestures, which could pass unobserved, are highly significant, be-
cause they express from the very beginning that the Mass is an encounter of love with Christ, 
who, by offering his Body on the Cross, became “the Priest, the Altar and the Lamb” (cf. Pref-
ace v of Easter).  

Liturgy of  the Word and the Eucharistic  

catechesis on the Eucharistic  



POPE FRANCIS ON THE HOLY MASS CONT…. 
 Normally, while the entrance hymn is sung, the priest, with the altar servers, approaches the altar 

in procession, and salutes it with a bow and, in a sign of veneration, kisses it and, when there is 
incense, incenses it. Why? Because the altar is Christ: it is the figure of Christ. When we look at 
the altar, we are looking exactly at Christ. The altar is Christ. These gestures, which could pass 
unobserved, are highly significant, because they express from the very beginning that the Mass is 
an encounter of love with Christ, who, by offering his Body on the Cross, became “the Priest, the 
Altar and the Lamb” (cf. Preface v of Easter). The altar, in fact, as a symbol of Christ, is “the cen-
ter of the thanksgiving that is accomplished through the Eucharist” (General Instructions of the 
Roman Missal, n. 296); and the whole community [gathers] around the altar, which is Christ, not 
to look at each other, but to look at Christ, because Christ is at the center of the community; he is 
not distant from it. 
 

Then there is the sign of the Cross. The presiding priest traces the sign on himself and all the     
members of the assembly do likewise, knowing that the liturgical act is performed “in the name of 
the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. And here I will mention another tiny subject. Have 
you seen how children make the sign of the Cross? They do not know what they are doing: some-
times they make a design, which is not the sign of the Cross. Please, mom and dad, grandparents, 
teach the children, from the beginning — from a tender age — to make the sign of the Cross 
properly. And explain to them that it is having Jesus’ Cross as protection. The Mass begins with 
the sign of the Cross. The whole prayer moves, so to speak, within the space of the Most Holy 
Trinity — “In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” —, which is the space of 
infinite communion; it has as its beginning and end the love of the Triune God, made manifest 
and given to us in the Cross of Christ. In fact his Paschal Mystery is the gift of the Trinity, and the 
Eucharist flows ever from his pierced Heart. When we make the sign of the Cross, therefore, we 
not only commemorate our Baptism, but affirm that the liturgical prayer is the encounter with God 
in Jesus Christ, who became flesh, died on the Cross and rose in glory for us. 
 

Thus, the priest offers the liturgical Greeting with the expression: “The Lord be with you” or 
something similar — there are several; and the assembly responds: “And with your spirit”. We are 
in a dialogue; we are at the beginning of the Mass and we must think about the significance of all 
these gestures and words. We are entering a “symphony”, in which various tones of voice reso-
nate, including moments of silence, in view of creating “harmony” among all the participants, 
which is to acknowledge that they are animated by a unique Spirit and for the same aim. Indeed, 
by the priest’s “Greeting and the people’s response, the mystery of the Church gathered together is 
made manifest” (General Instructions of the Roman Missal, n. 50). In this way we express the 
common faith and the mutual wish to abide with the Lord and to live in unity with the entire com-
munity. 
 

And this is a prayerful symphony which is being created, and it immediately presents a very mov-
ing moment, because the presiding priest invites everyone to acknowledge their sins. We are all 
sinners. I do not know, perhaps someone among you is not a sinner.... If someone is not a sinner, 
raise your hand, please, so we can all see. But there are no hands raised, okay: you have good faith! 
All of us are sinners; and for this reason at the start of Mass we ask forgiveness. It is the Act of 
Penitence.    
 

 It is not a matter of only thinking about the sins committed, but much more: it is the invitation to 
confess our sins before God and before the community, before our brothers and sisters, with  hu-
mility and sincerity, like the tax collector at the Temple. If the Eucharist truly renders present the 
Paschal Mystery, meaning Christ’s passing from death to life, then the first thing we have to do is 
recognize our own situation of death in order to rise again with him to new life. This helps us  un-
derstand how important the Act of Penitence is. And we will return to this theme in the next  cat-
echesis. We are going to explain the Mass step by step. But please: teach the children to make the 
sign of the Cross properly, please!   POPE FRANCIS 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Fridays. 8:30am-noon 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Sr. Sharon Skain S.N.D 

Pat DeMarlo 

Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Diane Burgos 

Tom Holman 

Carol Kested 

Tiffani Pratali 

Julie Dio 

Sech Fabic 

Andrew (A.J.) Sundquist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 

 
 

Sr. Cecilia Wallace S.N.D 
 

Rosemarie Muluaney 
 

Hoang Ngo 
 

Mark Polomik 
 

John & Ann Giammona 
 

Steven Phelan 
 

Mary Kay Dalzochio 
 

John Aviles 
 

Reuel Santos 
 

Jon Jay Montemayor 

All Souls 
The traditions of the Feast of All Souls began independently of the Feast of 
All Saints. The Feast of All Souls owes its beginning to seventh century 
monks who decided to offer the mass on the day after Pentecost for their 
deceased community members. The first saint to start the celebration on 
this day was St. Odilo, in 998. Christians have been praying for the Holy 
Souls in Purgatory from the time of the Apostles. In the late tenth century, 
the Benedictine monastery in Cluny chose to move their mass for their dead 
to November 2, the day after the Feast of all Saints. This custom spread and 
in the thirteenth century, Rome put the feast on the calendar of the entire 
Church. The date remained November 2 so that all in the Communion of 
the Saints might be celebrated together. 
 
In the book of Ecclesiastes, we hear the words, “There is an appointed time 
for everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens. A time to be 
born, and a time to die…. a time to weep, and a time to laugh, a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance.” ring the month of November, we as a Church 
remember those who have died. Perhaps it is due to the falling leaves and 
the colder temperatures that our thoughts turn to the death made necessary 
to bring us new life.  
I don’t believe we have to wait until we get to Heaven to experience what 
these feasts celebrate. In the funeral liturgy we are reminded, “Life is 
changed, not ended.” People live not only in our memories, but also in our 
presence. Is not prayer a communication, not only with God, but with the 
saints and souls? These feasts invite us to do more than remember. They 
invite us to see and join that great multitude, that cloud of witnesses here 
and now. They give us a glimpse of what we might mean by “All.” 
 
When you have had a loved one go to be with the Lord, do not feel like 
you're the only person who has had this experience. There is an Eastern 
legend about a Hindu woman whose only child had died. She went to a 
prophet to ask for her child back. The prophet told her to go and obtain a 
handful of rice from a house into which death had not come. If she could 
obtain the rice in this way, he promised to give her the child back. From 
door to door, she asked the question, "Are you all here around the table -- 
father, mother, children -- none missing?" But always the answer came 
back that there were empty chairs in each house. As she continued, her 
grief and sorrow softened as she found that death had visited all families. 
 
 Yes, death is universal; our painful experience is not the only one of its 
kind. Because God is faithful, because Jesus Christ is alive, so is your loved 
one and mine. Remember the Word of Jesus, “I am indeed going to prepare 
a place for you, and then I shall come back to take you with me, that where 
I am you also may be. Let us remember all our loved ones who have gone 
before us, especially member of saint Christopher's Parish. May the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen  



ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Novena to Our Lady of the Holy Rosary  
to Defeat Proposition 1 

 

1. Daily Novena Prayer 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, ✠ and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Our dearest Mother Mary, 
behold us, your children, as we humbly come in prayer 
before you. 
In you, the Author of Life assumed the fullness of hu-
man nature, redeeming us  by sacrificing his life for 
our salvation, obtaining for us participation in eternal 
life through the Holy Spirit. 
 

With you, we treasure every human life created in 
God’s image, and we grieve for any action or social 
structure that undermines that dignity. 
We come before you today, led by the Holy Spirit and 
united as one family in your Son, to offer this Novena 
as a spiritual bouquet, with confidence in the power of 
your intercession before our Almighty God and Father. 
 

May he hear and grant our earnest request that the 
hearts of voters in our state be moved to reject and de-
feat Proposition 1, and may we be guided by the Holy 
Spirit to rebuild and strengthen a culture of life in the 
hearts and minds of all we encounter. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Conclude by reciting a decade of the Rosary  

 
 
 

The Layette Program 
 

The Layette Program, runs through the Diocese of San Jose, is 
starting their annual collection drive now.  The Diocese carefully 

identifies and supplies NEW layettes for mothers who do not have 
the resources to provide basic clothing needs for their newborns. 

 

What is a Layette?  Layette is the collection of clothing, linens and 
toiletries essential for the babies first few months. 

 

We are currently collecting the following items: 
 NEW Clothing Size 0-6 Months 
 NEW Sleep Sacks and Onesies 
 Newborn Diapers 
 Monetary donations (which are tax deductible) are 

greatly  welcome and can be dropped off at the Par-
ish Office.   

 

Checks should be made payable to:  
“Diocese of San Jose Layette Fund”  
 

Online Monetary Donations can also be made on the Ladies’ 
Guild Website (www.stchrisladiesguild.org) under “Ladies’ Guild 
Ministries”  

 

COLLECTION BOX LOCATIONS: 
- THE MSGR. ALLEN CENTER (Parish Office) 

- ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL OFFICE (Interior Entrance) 
 

The Layette Tea has not resumed due to Covid. 
 

Annual Layette Drive collections will end Saturday, 
December 4, 2022. 

 

For more information or questions, please contact: 
Amy Corbett 408-639-4875  
Chris Mobeck 408-921-9495 
Sandra Smith 408-891-0250 

Saint Christopher Outreach will be sponsoring chil-
dren again for Christmas. We are in need of toys and 
gift cards for over 200 children. 
The Toy Drive will be held on Sunday, Dec. 4 during 
the morning masses. 
Toys are needed for boys and girls ages 4 to 12. Gift 
cards for grocery stores, Target, Walmart, TJ Max, 
etc, are also appreciated. A check may also be made 
out to Saint Christopher Outreach. For more infor-
mation please call Nancy Melander at 408-269-2226. 

Boys and girls currently in 3rd,4th, 5th, 6th, 7th or 8th 
grades who are interested in becoming an altar server 
are invited to attend the training to be held on Friday,  
November 11th at 10am.   We ask that a parent at-
tend the first 15 minutes of the training session (if at 
all possible) to help them understand the responsibilities 
of altar serving, scheduling, and the practical aspects of 
serving our parish as an Altar Server. 
 

There is now only one session which runs about 75 
minutes.  Please sign up by sending an email to 
lorettapfaff@stchrissj.org or  call 408-264-5114. 

Let us know your child’s name, grade, and your email 
and phone number. 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact me for a free Consultation!

Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

https://www.oneparish.com

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert SystemThe Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




