
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 

pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Monday-Thursday — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
1st Saturday of the Month 

9:00am Mass with the anointing of the sick 

   
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  10:00am-11:00am 
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the birth 
of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to the 
proposed date of wedding. 

November 13, 2022 
Thirty-Third Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 

Used with permission. 



St .  Chris topher  Church 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning! 

Resuming the catecheses on the Eucharistic celebration, let us consider today, in the context of the Intro-
ductory Rites, the Penitential Act. In its sobriety, it favours the attitude with which we are prepared to 
worthily celebrate the holy mysteries, that is, by acknowledging our sins before God and our brothers and 
sisters, acknowledging that we are sinners. In fact the priest’s invitation is addressed to the whole com-
munity in prayer, because we are all sinners. What can the Lord give to one whose heart is already filled 
with self-importance, with one’s own success? Nothing, because a presumptuous person is incapable of 
receiving forgiveness, as he is satisfied by his presumed righteousness. Let us consider the parable of the 
Pharisee and the tax collector, where only the latter — the tax collector — returns home justified, that is, 
forgiven (cf. Lk 18:9-14). One who is aware of his own wretchedness and lowers his gaze with humility 
feels God’s merciful gaze set upon him. We know through experience that only one who is able to 
acknowledge his mistakes and apologize receives the understanding and forgiveness of others. 

Listening in silence to the voice of our conscience allows us to recognize that our thoughts are far from 
divine thoughts, that our words and our actions are often 
worldly, guided, that is, by choices contradictory to the 
Gospel. Therefore, at the beginning of Mass, as a commu-
nity, we perform the Penitential Act through a formula of 
general confession, recited in the first person singular. 
Each one confesses to God and to his brothers and sisters 
to having “greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my 
words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to 
do”. Yes, even in omissions, that is, in having neglected to 
do the good I could have done. We often feel that we are 
good because — we say — “I did no harm to , anyone”. In 
reality, it is not enough to refrain from doing harm to our 
neighbour; we must choose to do good, by seizing oppor-
tunities to bear good witness that we are disciples of Je-
sus. It is good to emphasize that we confess to being sin-
ners both to God and to our brothers and sisters: this 
helps us understand the dimension of sin which, while 
separating us from God, also divides us from our brothers and sisters, and vice versa. Sin severs: sin sev-
ers the relationship with God and it severs the relationship with brothers and sisters, relationships within 
the family, in society and in the community: sin always severs; it separates; it divides. The words we say 
with our mouth are accompanied by the gesture of striking our breast, acknowledging that I have sinned 
through my own fault and not that of others. Indeed, it often happens that, out of fear or shame, we point 
a finger to blame others.  

The Penitential Act 

catecheses on the Eucharistic  



POPE FRANCIS ON THE HOLY MASS  
 It costs us to admit being at fault, but it does us good to confess it sincerely. Confess your own sins. I 

remember an anecdote that an elderly missionary used to tell, of a woman who went to confession 
and started speaking about her husband’s failings. Then she moved on to talk about her mother-in-
law’s failings and then the sins of her neighbours. At a certain point, the confessor said to her: “But, 
madam, tell me: have you finished? — Very well: you have finished with the sins of others. Now start 
telling your own”. Tell your own sins! 
 

After the confession of sins, we ask the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Angels and Saints to pray to the Lord 
for us. In this too, the communion of Saints is valuable: that is, the intercession of these “companions 
and life examples” (cf. Preface of 1 November) supports us on the journey toward full communion 
with God, when sin will be abolished once and for all. 
 

In addition to “I confess”, the Penitential Act can be performed with other formulae, for example: 
“Have mercy upon us, O Lord, / for we have sinned against thee. / Show us thy mercy, O Lord, / 
and grant us thy salvation” (cf. Ps 123[122]:3; Jer 14:20; Ps 85:8). Especially on Sundays, the blessing 
and sprinkling of water may be performed as a reminder of Baptism (cf. General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal, 51), which washes away all sins. It is also possible, as part of the Penitential Act, to 
sing the Kyrie eleison: with the ancient Greek expression, we praise the Lord — Kyrios — and im-
plore his mercy (ibid., 52). 
 

Sacred Scripture offers us luminous examples of “penitent” figures who, coming back into them-
selves after having committed sin, find the courage to take off the mask and open themselves to the 
grace that renews the heart. Let us think of King David and the words attributed to him in the Psalm: 
“Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy steadfast love; according to thy abundant mercy blot 
out my iniquity” (cf. 51[50]:1-2). Let us consider the prodigal son who returns to the father: “God, be 
merciful to me a sinner” (Lk 18:13). Let us also think of Saint Peter, of Zacchaeus, of the Samaritan 
woman. Measuring ourselves with the fragility of the clay of which we are molded is an experience 
that strengthens us: as it makes us take account of our weakness, it opens our heart to invoke the di-
vine mercy which transforms and converts. And this is what we do in the Penitential Act at the begin-
ning of Mass.” 

The Song of  Gloria & the Collect Prayer 
“Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good Morning! 
Over the course of the series of catecheses on the Eucharistic celebration, we have seen that the Peni-
tential Act helps us to strip ourselves of our presumptions and to present ourselves to God as we truly 
are, conscious of being sinners, in the hope of being forgiven. 
It is in the very encounter between human misery and divine mercy that the gratitude expressed in 
the “Gloria” comes alive; “a very ancient and venerable hymn in which the Church, gathered together 
in the Holy Spirit, glorifies and entreats God the Father and the Lamb” (General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal, 53). 
 

The beginning of this hymn — “Glory to God in the Highest” — recalls the song of the Angels at Je-
sus’ birth in Bethlehem: a joyful heralding of the embrace between heaven and earth. This song also 
engages us, gathered in prayer: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good 
will”. 
 

After the “Gloria” or in its absence, immediately following the Penitential Act, prayer takes on a par-
ticular form in the oration known as the “collect”, through which the very character of the celebration 
is expressed, with variations according to the days and time of the year (cf. ibid., 54). With the invita-
tion “let us pray”, the priest encourages the people to recollect themselves with him in a brief silence, 
so that they may be conscious that they are in God’s presence and so that all can formulate within 
their own heart the personal petitions with which they are participating in the Mass (cf. ibid., 54). The 
priest says “let us pray” and then there is a brief silence, and each one thinks about the things they 
need, that they wish to ask for in the prayer. (continue on page 5) 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Fridays. 8:30am-noon 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Sr. Sharon Skain S.N.D 

Pat DeMarlo 

Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Diane Burgos 

Tom Holman 

Carol Kested 

Tiffani Pratali 

Julie Dio 

Sech Fabic 

Andrew (A.J.) Sundquist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 

 
 

Julia Gowen 
 

Carolyn DeLong 
 

Sr. Cecilia Wallace S.N.D 
 

Rosemarie Muluaney 
 

Hoang Ngo 
 

Mark Polomik 
 

John & Ann Giammona 
 

Steven Phelan 
 

Mary Kay Dalzochio 
 

John Aviles 

Pope Francis on the Holy Mass  Cont... 
The silence is not confined to the absence of words but rather to 
preparing oneself to listen to other voices: the one in our heart and, 
above all, the voice of the Holy Spirit. In the Liturgy, the nature of 
sacred silence depends on the moment in which it takes place: 
“within the Act of Penitence and again after the invitation to pray, all 
recollect themselves; but at the conclusion of a reading or the homily, 
all meditate briefly on what they have heard; then after Communion, 
they praise and pray to God in their hearts” (ibid., 45).  
 
Thus, before the opening prayer, silence helps us to recollect 
ourselves and to contemplate why we are there. This, then, is the 
importance of listening to our heart, so as to then open it to the Lord. 
Perhaps we have experienced days of toil, of joy, of pain, and we want 
to tell the Lord about it, to invoke his help, to ask that he be at our 
side; we may have relatives and friends who are ill or who are 
undergoing difficult trials; we may wish to entrust to God the future of 
the Church and the world. And this is the purpose of the brief silence 
before the priest; collecting everyone’s petitions, he expresses aloud to 
God, on behalf of all, the common prayer, which concludes the 
Introductory Rites by offering the “collect” of the individual petitions. 
 

 I strongly recommend that priests observe this moment of silence and 
not rush: “Let us pray”, and let there be silence. I recommend this to 
priests. Without this silence, we run the risk of neglecting the 
recollection of the soul. 
 

The priest recites this plea, this collect prayer, with outstretched arms. 
It is the prayerful manner practiced by Christians ever since the first 
centuries — as attested in numerous frescoes in the catacombs in 
Rome — to imitate Christ with his arms outstretched on the wood of 
the Cross. And there, Christ is both the One praying and also the 
Prayer! In the Crucifix, we recognize the Priest who offers God the 
worship He cherishes, namely, filial obedience. 
 

Prayers in the Roman Rite are concise but rich in meaning. One can 
have beautiful meditations on these prayers. Very beautiful! Returning 
to meditate on these texts, even outside the Mass, can help us 
understand how to address God, what to ask and which words to use. 
May the Liturgy become for all of us a true school of prayer.” 

St. Christopher's Faith Formation would 
like to invite our entire Faith Formation 
program and St. Christopher School 2nd 
and 8th grade Sacramental students and 
parents to attend the Advent Retreat on 
Thursday, November 17 from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. at Healy Hall. Please contact Ed 
Dantes and Diane Forst at (408) 264-8764 to 
inform us on the number in your party who 
will be attending by Tuesday, November 15.  
Thank you and God bless! 



ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

 

2nd Collection for  
Archdiocese for the Military Services 

 

This ministry benefits those who serve in all six 
branches of the U.S. Armed Forces, Veterans, and 
their families.  It is the mission of this Archdiocese 
that they be able to seek sacramental preparation for 
baptism, confirmation, first communion, penance, 
and marriage; to benefit from consultation with a 
priest, and to receive the sacrament of penance as 
they defend our rights of freedom and speech, and 
face constant transition and uncertainty.  

Next week our special collection will support the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development.  More 
than 37 million people in the United States live in 
poverty.  This collection supports programs that em-
power people to identify and address the obstacles 
they face in bring permanent and positive change to 
their communities.  Learn more about the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development at 
www.usccb.org/cchd 

 
 
 

The Layette Program 
 

The Layette Program, runs through the Diocese of San Jose, is 
starting their annual collection drive now.  The Diocese carefully 

identifies and supplies NEW layettes for mothers who do not have 
the resources to provide basic clothing needs for their newborns. 

 

What is a Layette?  Layette is the collection of clothing, linens and 
toiletries essential for the babies first few months. 

 

We are currently collecting the following items: 
 NEW Clothing Size 0-6 Months 
 NEW Sleep Sacks and Onesies 
 Newborn Diapers 
 Monetary donations (which are tax deductible) are 

greatly  welcome and can be dropped off at the Par-
ish Office.   

 

Checks should be made payable to:  
“Diocese of San Jose Layette Fund”  
 

Online Monetary Donations can also be made on the Ladies’ 
Guild Website (www.stchrisladiesguild.org) under “Ladies’ Guild 
Ministries”  

 

COLLECTION BOX LOCATIONS: 
- THE MSGR. ALLEN CENTER (Parish Office) 

- ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL OFFICE (Interior Entrance) 
 

The Layette Tea has not resumed due to Covid. 
 

Annual Layette Drive collections will end Saturday, 
December 4, 2022. 

 

For more information or questions, please contact: 
Amy Corbett 408-639-4875  
Chris Mobeck 408-921-9495 
Sandra Smith 408-891-0250 

Saint Christopher Outreach will be sponsoring chil-
dren again for Christmas. We are in need of toys and 
gift cards for over 200 children. 
The Toy Drive will be held on Sunday, Dec. 4 during 
the morning masses. 
Toys are needed for boys and girls ages 4 to 12. Gift 
cards for grocery stores, Target, Walmart, TJ Max, 
etc, are also appreciated. A check may also be made 
out to Saint Christopher Outreach. For more infor-
mation please call Nancy Melander at 408-269-2226. 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact me for a free Consultation!

Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Mortgage • Refinance Loans 
Conventional • USDA • FHA • VA

First Time Home Buyer Programs Also Available
**Mention this add to waive the application fee!

Direct line: 408-807-9130

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




