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 CHRISTMAS AT ST. CHRISTOPHER’S 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH  2:00PM 

CONCERT & SING A LONG 
Singers Around the Bay,  Rhythm and Truth Band,  

Children’s Choir with Nativity Scene 
Join us in Healy Hall for Fellowship, Cocoa & Cookies 

& a Photo op with Santa Claus 
Come enjoy an afternoon of Christmas joy with  

family and friends. All are welcome! 



 

S t .  Chris topher  Church 

Good morning, even if the day is a little unpleasant. But if the soul is joyful it is always a good day. So, 
good day! Today the Audience is taking place in two places: a small group of sick people is in the 
Hall, due to the weather, and we are here. But we see them and they see us on the jumbo screen. Let 
us greet them with a round of applause. 
We are continuing with the catechesis on the Mass. To what does listening to the Bible readings, 
which are elaborated upon in the homily, respond? It responds to a right: the spiritual right of the Peo-
ple of God to receive abundantly from the treasury of the Word of God (cf. General Introduction to the 
Lectionary, 45). When we go to Mass, each of us has the right to receive in abundance the Word of 
God read well, said well and then, explained well in the homily. It is a right! And when the Word of 
God is not read well, not preached with fervour by the deacon, by the priest or by the bishop, then the 
faithful are deprived of a right. We have the right to hear the Word of God. The Lord speaks for every-
one, Pastors and the faithful. He knocks at the heart of those who participate in the Mass, each one in 
his or her condition of life, age, situation. The Lord comforts, calls, brings forth sprouts of a new and 
reconciled life. And this is through his Word. His Word knocks at the heart and changes hearts! 
 
Therefore, after the homily, a moment of silence allows the seed received to settle in the soul, so that 
intentions to heed what the Spirit has suggested to each person may sprout. Silence after the homily. A 
good moment of silence must be observed there, and each one should ponder what he or she has 
heard. After this silence, how does the Mass continue? The personal response of faith is integrated in 
the Church’s Profession of Faith, expressed in the Creed. We all recite the Creed in the Mass. Recited 
by the entire assembly, the Symbolum manifests the common response to what is heard together from 
the Word of God (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 185-197).  
 
There is an essential nexus between listening and faith. They are 
linked. Indeed, this — faith — does not arise from human imagina-
tion, but, as Saint Paul recalls, “comes from what is heard, and what is 
heard comes by the preaching of Christ” (Rom 10:17). Thus, faith is 
nourished by what is heard and leads to the Sacrament. In this way, 
reciting the Creed enables the liturgical assembly to “call to mind and 
confess the great mysteries of the faith … before these mysteries are 
celebrated in the Eucharist” (General Instruction of the Roman  
Missal, 67). 
The Symbolum of Faith joins the Eucharist to Baptism, received “in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”, and   
recalls that the Sacraments are understood in the light of the faith of 
the Church. 
(continue on page 5) 

Liturgy of  the Word: III Creed & Universal Prayer 

catecheses on the Eucharistic  



ADVENT REFLECTION 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John the Baptist is one of the patrons of the Advent season. He is the prophet who reminds us that if 
God is to come into our society we have to want his coming, we must prepare the way. We must pre-
pare for the Second Coming of Christ, like a gardener prepares his garden for new crops. In order for 
plants to grow we first must remove the weeds. 

     Planting seeds, and watching them grow with the help of rain and sunshine can help us understand 
the message of sacred scripture. God is the gardener, and we are the fruit-trees he has planted. A  
healthy tree will grow good fruit; but some apple trees grow wild and sour, producing only bitter crab-
applies, good for very little. John the Baptist warned the people of his day, and the warning holds 
good for our generation too, that the axe will be laid to the root of the trees: each one of us must face 
our personal death and judgement. The useless tree, which bears either bad fruit, or none at all, will 
be thrown in the fire; the good tree, presumably, has a higher future, like being used in building a fine 
house. In the other picture of judgement painted by the John the Baptist, Christ will separate the 
wheat from the chaff, storing the grain, but burning the rubbish on the dump-heap. 

 

What sort of fruit does God want from us? Are we actually making an honest effort to produce this 
good behaviour in our personal life? Each of us has a struggle to wage within ourselves, in order to 
remain faithful to Christ, and bear good fruit. Are we willing to do what is needed, to improve our 
yield of goodness in God's sight? To prune away useless leaves (too proud/greedy/fond of drink/
racism/discrimination of others etc.), and remain closely united to the true vine, Christ. What have 
you planted in your garden lately? Is your garden still full of weeds? 

 
HOW CAN I GROW SPIRITUAL DURING ADVENT?  

Spiritual growth can be achieved by these effective methods:  

 Seek silence: shut off the TV, radio, and social media  

 • Pray and read the Scriptures: take time every day to pray to God. 
The more you pray, the more you will feel Him begin to influence you.  

 • Go to Confession and Daily Mass: Encounters with Christ through His Scriptures and His Sacra-
ments are no different than the encounters described in Scripture.  

 • Show Mercy: Practice the Corporal Works of Mercy – Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 
shelter the homeless, clothe the naked, visit the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead. • 
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are: Admonishing the sinner, instructing the ignorant, counseling 
the doubtful, comforting the sorrowful, bearing wrongs patiently, forgiving all injuries, and pray-
ing for the living and the dead  

 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Fridays. 8:30am-noon 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Sr. Sharon Skain S.N.D 

Pat DeMarlo 

Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Diane Burgos 

Tom Holman 

Carol Kested 

Tiffani Pratali 

Julie Dio 

Sech Fabic 

Andrew (A.J.) Sundquist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 
 

John Nguyen (Hoang) 


Dolores Caldo Bautista 
 

Jean Sanfilippo 
 

Julia Gowen 
 

Carolyn DeLong 
 

Sr. Cecilia Wallace S.N.D 
 

Rosemarie Muluaney 
 

Hoang Ngo 


Mark Polomik 
 

John & Ann Giammona 
 

Restoring our Church. 
Dear Parishioners, 
     Since the first dedication of St. Christopher’s on June 2, 1957, many 
generations of families have gathered at Saint Christopher Church to 
proclaim their faith and praise God together. We are excited to share 
our plans to restore our sacred sanctuary and our entire sacred space 
to ensure that future generations will continue to worship here, at 
Saint Christopher Church. 
 

Today, we find ourselves between a rich and revered past and a future 
of great possibilities. It is now our time to make an investment in the 
future. Our community has always been a caring community. We care 
about sharing the good news of Christ with the world. We care about 
passing the faith of Christ on to our children, teaching them to share 
the Eucharist, prayers, and confirmation.  
 

Our sanctuary is where those needs are met and where people hear the 
gospel proclaimed. It is where generations have prayed and share, 
Eucharist together, married, baptized their children, and watched 
them grow to confirm their own faith, and said farewell to their loved 
ones. 
 
While our current space has been well cared for over the last sixty five 
years, today we have an opportunity to enhance and improve our 
Sacred space in which we worship. After consulting with Diocesan Art 
and Environment and Art committee we envision: 
Sanctuary remodel, floors, and walls. 
New Pews  
New Floors 
Paint the Whole Church 
Put a New Tabernacle back in the center of the sanctuary. 
Remove the wood from the wall at replace with sheetrock. 
Hearing Assistance System 
We already have $200,000 toward the project to help us achieve this 
goal, I ask each family to prayerfully consider the sacrificial gift they 
are able to make.  If every registered family in our Parish donated 
$500, we would come close to our goal.  However, knowing that some 
in our community are on fixed incomes, I am hopeful that those who 
are financially able, will consider donating a larger amount, such as 
$10,000 or even more to help us achieve our goal.  
Thank you for your past and present support of St. Christopher Parish. 
Please join with me and pray for the success of restoring our Church. 
 Blessings, 
Fr. Chris 



Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 

pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

  


Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Monday-Thursday — 6:30 pm. 

 

  
1st Saturday of the Month 

9:00am Mass with the anointing of the sick 

  
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

  
Confessions 

First Saturday  10:00am-11:00am 
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the birth 
of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to the 
proposed date of wedding. 

ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

Saint Christopher Outreach will be sponsoring chil-
dren again for Christmas. We are in need of toys and 
gift cards for over 200 children. 
The Toy Drive will be held on Sunday, Dec. 4 during 
the morning masses. 
Toys are needed for boys and girls ages 4 to 12. Gift 
cards for grocery stores, Target, Walmart, TJ Max, 
etc, are also appreciated. A check may also be made 
out to Saint Christopher Outreach. For more infor-
mation please call Nancy Melander at 408-269-2226. 

NEEDED MINISTERS TO THE  
SICK & HOMEBOUND 

Can you spare one hour per week to bring Eucharist 
to those who are ill or homebound and cannot attend 
Church? If so, consider becoming a Eucharistic  
Minister to the Sick.  This is a wonderful ministry in 
which you are able to offer those who are isolated by 
illness, injury or old age, the opportunity to be part 
of the larger community of St. Christopher.  Please 
call Loretta Pfaff at 408-264-5114 or email at  
loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 

 
 
 
 

Christian Meditation  
As taught by Father John Main O.S.B. 

Tuesday, December 6th at 7.30pm 
 

“Be still and know that I am God”. Come and ex-
perience the light and the love and the peace of 
Christ that shines within our hearts.  You are warmly 
invited to join us in Church at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 
December 6th to participate in the ancient tradition 
and practice of silent Christian meditation which 
brings us to that place of inner silence where “we are 
simply being with God who is in us in the Holy Spir-
it whom Jesus has given us” (John Main).  Christian 
meditation is a prayer of faith, “It is more important 
to experience its power in our lives than to try to un-
derstand or explain it” so let us deepen our spiritual 
life by joining together to meditate during the beauti-
ful Advent season of hope, peace, joy, and love 
which will lead us to a humble stable at Bethlehem 
and the wonder and joy of the Nativity. 
 

Our time together will include a short reflection, a 
poem, a reading, and some gentle music. We will 
listen to a recording of John Main for about 10 
minutes and meditate together for 20 minutes. We 
will conclude with candlelight prayers. This invita-
tion is extended with much love to all who have 
come to previous meditations and also to anyone 
who has never meditated before. 
All are welcome – no experience required 
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-231-0805
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MARK A. WATSON, DDS
Parishioner

(408) 356-1166

SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact me for a free Consultation!

Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Mortgage • Refinance Loans 
Conventional • USDA • FHA • VA

First Time Home Buyer Programs Also Available
**Mention this add to waive the application fee!

Direct line: 408-807-9130

Donate your vehicle before January 1st, and you 
may qualify for a 2022 tax deduction. 

St. Vincent de Paul of Santa Clara County.

Learn more about helping
others at www.svdp.org
or call 1-800-322-8284

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




