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 CHRISTMAS AT ST. CHRISTOPHER’S 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH  2:00PM 

CONCERT & SING A LONG 
Singers Around the Bay,  Rhythm and Truth Band,  

Children’s Choir with Nativity Scene 
Join us in Healy Hall for Fellowship, Cocoa & Cookies 

& a Photo op with Santa Claus 
Come enjoy an afternoon of Christmas joy with  

family and friends. All are welcome! 



St .  Chris topher  Church 

“Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning! 
We are continuing the catecheses on the Holy Mass, and with this catechesis we shall focus on the 
Eucharistic Prayer. The rite of the presentation of the bread and wine having concluded, the Eucha-
ristic Prayer begins, which qualifies the celebration of the Mass and constitutes its central moment, 
ordered to holy Communion. It corresponds to what Jesus himself did, at the table with the Apostles 
at the Last Supper, when “he gave thanks” over the bread and then over the cup of wine (cf. Mt 
26:27; Mk 14:23; Lk 22:17, 19; 1 Cor 11:24): his thanksgiving lives again each time we celebrate the 
Eucharist, joining us to his sacrifice of salvation. 
 
And in this solemn Prayer — the Eucharistic Prayer is solemn — the Church expresses what she 
achieves when she celebrates the Eucharist and the reason why it is celebrated; rather, she makes 
communion with Christ truly present in the consecrated Bread and Wine. After inviting the people 
to lift up their hearts to the Lord and to give him thanks, the priest pronounces the Prayer aloud, in 
the name of all those present, addressing the Father through Jesus in the Holy Spirit. “The meaning 
of the Prayer is that the entire congregation of the faithful should join with Christ in confessing the 
great deeds of God and in the offering of Sacrifice” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 78). 
And in order to join oneself one needs to understand. For this reason, the Church has wished to cel-
ebrate Mass in the language that the people understand, so that each one may join him or herself in 
this praise and in this great prayer with the priest. In truth, “The sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice 
of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1367). 
 
In the Missal there are different formulations of the Eucharistic Prayer, all constituted of character-
istic elements, which I would like to recall now (cf. ogmr, 79; ccc, 1352-1354). They are all very beau-
tiful. First and foremost there is the    Preface, which is the act of thanksgiving for the gifts of God, 
in particular for sending his Son as Saviour. The Preface concludes with the acclamation of the 
“Holy”, normally sung. It is beautiful to sing the “Holy”: “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”. It is beautiful to 
sing it. The whole assembly joins its voice to that of the Angels and Saints to praise and glorify God.  
 
There is then the invocation of the Spirit, that by his power he     
consecrate the bread and wine. We invoke the Spirit, that he come 
and that Jesus may be in the bread and wine. The action of the Ho-
ly Spirit and the efficacy of the very words of Christ uttered by the 
priest make truly present, under the form of bread and wine, his 
Body and his Blood, his sacrifice offered on the Cross once and for 
all (cf. ccc, 1375). Jesus was most clear about this. We have heard 
how Saint Paul, in the beginning, repeated Jesus’ words: “This is 
my body; this is my blood”. “This is my blood; this is my body”. It 
was Jesus himself who said this. 

Eucharistic Liturgy: II) Eucharistic Prayer 

catecheses on the Eucharistic  



catecheses on the Eucharistic  

 We should not have odd thoughts: “But, how come something that…”. It is the Body of Jesus; it ends 
there! Faith: faith comes to our aid; by an act of faith we believe that it is the Body and Blood of Jesus. 
It is the “mystery of faith”, as we say after the consecration. The priest says: “Mystery of faith”, and we 
respond with an acclamation. Commemorating the Lord’s death and Resurrection, in expectation of 
his glorious return, the Church offers the Father the sacrifice which reconciles heaven and earth: she 
offers the paschal sacrifice of Christ, offering herself with him and asking, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, to become “one body, one spirit in Christ” (Eucharistic Prayer iii; Sacrosanctum Concilium, 48; 
ogmr, 79f). The Church wishes to be joined to Christ and become one body and one spirit with the 
Lord. This is the grace and the fruit of sacramental Communion: we are nourished of the Body of 
Christ to become, we who eat of it, his Body living today in the world. 
 
This is the mystery of communion; the Church is united to Christ’s offering and his intercession, and in 
this light, “in the catacombs the Church is often represented as a woman in prayer, arms outstretched 
in the praying position. Like Christ who stretched out his arms on the cross, through him, with him, 
and in him, she offers herself and intercedes for all men” (ccc, 1368). The Church which praises, which 
prays. It is beautiful to think that the Church praises, she prays. There is a passage in the Book of The 
Acts of the Apostles; when Peter was in prison, it says the Christian community: “prayed earnestly for 
him”. The Church that prays, the prayerful Church. And when we go to Mass it is to do this: to be a 
prayerful Church. 
 
The Eucharistic Prayer asks God to welcome all his children in the perfection of love, in union with the 
Pope and the Bishop, mentioned by name, a sign that we celebrate in communion with the universal 
Church and with the particular Church. The prayer, like the offering, is presented to God for all the 
members of the Church, living and departed, in expectation of the blessed hope of sharing the eternal 
inheritance of heaven, with the Virgin Mary (cf. ccc 1369-1371). No one and nothing is forgotten in the 
Eucharistic Prayer, but every thing is attributed to God, as is recalled by the doxology which concludes 
it. No one is forgotten. And if I have someone, relatives, friends, who are in need or have departed from 
this world to the other, I can name them at that time, interiorly and silently, or write the name so it may 
be said aloud. “Father, how much do I have to pay to have my name said there?” — “Nothing”. Is this 
understood? Nothing! One does not pay for Mass. Mass is Christ’s sacrifice, which is freely given. Re-
demption is freely given. If you want to make an offering, do so, but it is not paid for. It is important to 
understand this. 
 
This codified formulation of prayer, perhaps we may feel it to be somewhat distant — it is true, it is an 
ancient formula — but, if we truly understand the significance, then we will certainly participate better. 
Indeed it expresses all that we fulfil in the Eucharistic celebration; moreover, it teaches us to cultivate 
three attitudes that should never be lacking in Jesus’ disciples. The three attitudes: first, learn “to give 
thanks, always and everywhere”, and not only on certain occasions, when all is going well; second, to 
make of our life a gift of love, freely given; third, to build concrete communion, in the Church and with 
everyone. Thus, this central Prayer of the Mass teaches us, little by little, to make of our whole life a 
“Eucharist”, that is, an act of thanksgiving.” 
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OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Sr. Sharon Skain S.N.D 

Pat DeMarlo 

Ed & Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Diane Burgos 

Tom Holman 

Carol Kested 

Tiffani Pratali 

Julie Dio 

Sech Fabic 

Andrew (A.J.) Sundquist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED 
 

Keith Gregorie 
 

Bianca Lupo 
 

John Nguyen (Hoang) 
 

Dolores Caldo Bautista 
 

Jean Sanfilippo 
 

Julia Gowen 
 

Carolyn DeLong 
 

Sr. Cecilia Wallace S.N.D 
 

Rosemarie Muluaney 
 

Hoang Ngo 
 

Putting Ourselves in the Christmas 
Manger 

 
One of  my cherished Christmas memories as a child, was setting up 
our family nativity set. My grandmother helped me when I was real 
little, but as I grew up it became a memorable activity, and one I still 
enjoy. And each year I am confronted with two questions: Do I put the 
baby Jesus out before Christmas? And, do I put the three wise men out 
before the Epiphany? Recently, I have placed them all in their rightful 
place from the start, but I know some people who keep an empty crib 
until Christmas Eve and others who slowly inch the wise men closer 
and closer to the stable.  
 
Setting up a nativity scene and making choices about just where to put 
the shepherds and the sheep and how and when to display the wise 
men can help us in our spiritual lives. It can allow us to enter more 
deeply into the mystery of  the nativity – to put ourselves in the scene. 
It can be a very powerful meditation – one that many of  the saints 
liked to do. St. Ignatius of  Loyola encourages us to meditate on the 
nativity in this way: to imagine the road from Nazareth to Bethlehem; 
considering how long, how wide, whether it is level or through valleys 
or over hills; how the stable looks, how large, how small, how low, how 
high. And then to look at Jesus, and Mary, and Joseph and imagine 
ourselves there with them and to imagine what they are doing and 
what are they saying.  
 
How are they feeling? Joyous, exhausted, or scared? During this 
Christmas season, we can put ourselves into the nativity scene and we 
can ask ourselves some important questions: The wise men followed 
the star, they didn’t know exactly where they were going, but they 
took a risk. Are we willing to take a risk for God?  
 
Maybe the risk it to discern a vocation to the priesthood; or to have 
another child; or consider a leadership role in your parish. The wise 
men also brought gifts of  gold, frankincense, and myrrh. What gifts 
do we bring? Are there other gifts we need to develop? Are there gifts 
that we need to give to others? Maybe as of  late we have been slow to 
share the gift of  faith with our families, our co-workers and friends.  
 
Or maybe we have been selfish with our time and need to spend some 
quality time with a spouse, a child, a grandparent. During this holy 
season we have a wonderful opportunity to place ourselves into the 
manger scene right there with Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and the three 
kings.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners 
 

I hope you are doing well and have found the 
season of Advent to be a time of hopeful reflec-
tion as we prepare for the coming of Christ in 
Christmas. 
 

As you may be aware, the steeple of St. Christo-
pher church is home to a cellular base station 
owned by AT&T that was installed in 1999. 
AT&T contacted the parish earlier this year to 
schedule a time when they could complete mod-
ifications to the current system. My staff has 
been working with them to schedule a time 
when there would be minimal disruption to the 
parish and school. To that end, the work will                 
be performed over the school’s Christmas break 
during the weeks of Dec. 19 and 26. 
 

Blessings, 
Fr. Chris 

ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR WE NEED YOU! 

Christmas Mass Times: 
CHRISTMAS EVE, SATUDAY, DEC 24 

4:00 pm  Church   
4:00 pm—Presentation High Gym 

4:00pm—Healy Hall  
6:00pm—Church    
9:00pm—Church  

Midnight—Church  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY, SUNDAY, DEC 25 
6:30:am—Church 
8:00am—Church 

8:30am—KCourtyard  Outdoor 
9:30am—Church  

9:30am—KCourtyard  Outdoor 
10:30am—KCourtyard  Outdoor 

11:00 am—Church  
12:30 pm—Church 

Restoring our Church. 
Dear Parishioners, 
Since the first dedication of St. Christopher’s on 
June 2, 1957, many generations of families have 
gathered at Saint Christopher Church to proclaim 
their faith and praise God together. We are excited 
to share our plans to restore our sacred sanctuary 
and our entire sacred space to ensure that future 
generations will continue to worship here, at Saint 
Christopher Church. 
 

Today, we find ourselves between a rich and 
revered past and a future of great possibilities. It is 
now our time to make an investment in the future. 
Our community has always been a caring 
community. We care about sharing the good news 
of Christ with the world. We care about passing 
the faith of Christ on to our children, teaching 
them to share the Eucharist, prayers, and 
confirmation.  
 

Our sanctuary is where those needs are met and 
where people hear the gospel proclaimed. It is 
where generations have prayed and share, 
Eucharist together, married, baptized their 
children, and watched them grow to confirm their 
own faith, and said farewell to their loved ones. 
 

While our current space has been well cared for 
over the last sixty five years, today we have an 
opportunity to enhance and improve our Sacred 
space in which we worship. After consulting with 
Diocesan Art and Environment and Art committee 
we envision: 
 

Sanctuary remodel, floors and walls, new pews, 
paint the whole church, put a new tabernacle back 
in the center of the sanctuary. 
Remove the wood from the wall at replace with 
sheetrock and install Hearing Assistance System. 
 

We already have $200,000 toward the project to 
help us achieve this goal, I ask each family to 
prayerfully consider the sacrificial gift they are 
able to make.  If every registered family in our 
Parish donated $500, we would come close to our 
goal.  However, knowing that some in our 
community are on fixed incomes, I am hopeful 
that those who are financially able, will consider 
donating a larger amount, such as $10,000 or even 
more to help us achieve our goal.  
Thank you for your past and present support of St. 
Christopher Parish. Please join 
with me and pray for the success 
of restoring our Church. 
Blessings,  
 
           Fr. Chris 
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Number of bulletins  
800 

 
Please include a Fed Ex tracking number 

gbstchris@yahoo.com 


