
Mass Times 
 

Saturday-Sunday 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday Masses: 
 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 

pm, and 4:00 pm 
Sunday Mass in Courtyard— 
 8:30 am 9:30 am and 10:30 am 

   
 

Daily Mass: Mon-Fri—9:00 am 
Monday-Thursday — 6:30 pm. 

 

   
1st Saturday of the Month 

9:00am Mass with the anointing of the sick 

   
Holy Days 

6:30 am 9:00 am 12:noon and 7:00 pm 
 

   
Confessions 

First Saturday  10:00am-11:00am 
& by appointment 

 

Infant Baptisms 
Preparation can begin before or after the birth 
of your child.  
Call 408-269-2226 for more info. 
 

Weddings  
Couples, please contact a priest at  
408-269-2226 at least six months prior to the 
proposed date of wedding. 

January 22, 2023 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Newsletter 

"St. Christopher" © Jen Norton 
www.JenNortonArtStudio.com 
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1. “He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Lk 24:45).  This was one of the final 
acts of the risen Lord before his Ascension.  Jesus appeared to the assembled disciples, broke 
bread with them and opened their minds to the understanding of the sacred Scriptures. To them, 
amid their fear and bewilderment, he unveiled the meaning of the paschal mystery: that in ac-
cordance with the Father’s eternal plan he had to suffer and rise from the dead, in order to bring 
repentance and the forgiveness of sins (cf. Lk 24:26.46-47). He then promised to send the Holy 
Spirit, who would give them strength to be witnesses of this saving mystery (cf. Lk 24:49). 
The relationship between the Risen Lord, the community of believers and sacred Scripture is es-
sential to our identity as Christians. Without the Lord who opens our minds to them, it is impos-
sible to understand the Scriptures in depth. Yet the contrary is equally true: without the Scrip-
tures, the events of the mission of Jesus and of his Church in this world would remain incompre-
hensible. Hence, Saint Jerome could rightly claim: “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 
Christ” (Commentary on the Book of Isaiah, Prologue: PL 24,17B). 
 

2. At the conclusion of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, I proposed setting aside “a Sunday 
given over entirely to the word of God, so as to appreciate the inexhaustible riches contained in 
that constant dialogue between the Lord and his people” (Misericordia et Misera, 7). Devoting a 
specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the word of God can enable the Church to experience 
anew how the risen Lord opens up for us the treasury of his word and enables us to proclaim its 
unfathomable riches before the world. Here, we are reminded of the teaching of Saint Ephrem: 
“Who is able to understand, Lord, all the richness of even one of your words? There is more that 
eludes us than what we can understand. We are like the thirsty drinking from a fountain. Your 
word has as many aspects as the perspectives of those who study it. The Lord has coloured his 
word with diverse beauties, so that those who study it can contemplate what stirs them. He has 
hidden in his word all treasures, so that each of us may find a richness in what he or she contem-
plates” (Commentary on the Diatessaron, 1, 18).  
 

With this Letter, I wish to respond to the many requests I have received from the people of God 
that the entire Church celebrate, in unity of purpose, a Sunday of the Word of God. It is now com-
mon for the Christian community to set aside moments to reflect on the great importance of the 
word of God for everyday living. The various local Churches have undertaken a wealth of initia-
tives to make the sacred Scripture more accessible to believers, to increase their gratitude for so 
great a gift, and to help them to strive daily to embody and bear witness to its teachings. 
The Second Vatican Council gave great impulse to the rediscovery of the word of God, thanks to 
its Dogmatic Constitution Dei Verbum, a document that deserves to be read and appropriated 
ever anew. The Constitution clearly expounds the nature of sacred Scripture, its transmission 
from generation to generation (Chapter II), its divine inspiration (Chapter III) embracing the Old 
and New Testaments (Chapters IV and V), and the importance of Scripture for the life of the 
Church (Chapter VI). To advance this teaching, Pope Benedict XVI convoked an Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops in 2008 on “The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church”, and then 
issued the Apostolic Exhortation Verbum Domini, whose teaching remains fundamental for our 
communities.[1] That document emphasizes in particular the performative character of the Word 
of God, especially in the context of the liturgy, in which its distinctively sacramental character 
comes to the fore.[2] 
It is fitting, then that the life of our people be constantly marked by this decisive relationship with 
the living word that the Lord never tires of speaking to his Bride, that she may grow in love and 
faithful witness. 
 

3. Consequently, I hereby declare that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the 
celebration, study and dissemination of the word of God. This Sunday of the Word of God will 
thus be a fitting part of that time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds 
with the Jewish people and to pray for Christian unity 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD   POPE FRANCES 

 



 

2023 PILGRIMAGES TO THE HOLY LAND 

This is my invitation to invite you to a once in a life time experience to come with 
me in the Promised Land, the Holy Land of  God, Israel for an amazing journey. 
Join us for a journey of  a lifetime on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. The Scrip-
tures will come alive as you visit Our Lord’s homeland. It is an encounter that has 
changed the lives of  many pilgrims, and it is an act of  faith and prayer. Walk in the 
footsteps of  Jesus. 
 

Each day we will celebrate Mass and reflect on the gospel text appropriate to the 
place we visit.  This will be a pilgrimage of  a lifetime and it will forever change the 
way you read and understand the Scriptures.  We hope you will be able to join us 
on what promises to be a grace-filled journey to the land from which has come our 
salvation.  
 

PILGRIMAGE HIGHLIGHTS 

• Mt. Carmel & Haifa  

• Nazareth–site of  the Annunciation 

• Cana–Renewal of  Marriage vows 

• Capernaum and Peter’s Primacy 

• Boat ride on the Sea of  Galilee 

• Mount of  Beatitudes  

• Jericho & the Jordan River–renewal of  baptismal vows 

• Bethlehem and Shepherds’ Field  

• Mount of  Olives and Garden of  Gethsemane  

• Mount Zion and the Upper Room 

 Jerusalem–Via Dolorosa, Church of  the Holy Sepulchre 

• Garden of  Gethsemane  

• The Old City 

• Western Wall 

For more information  please  
contact Fr. Chris.  

revbennett@sbcgloba.net  or you 
can find the brochure on our 

webpage. 



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL 

 

Outreach Office 
Nancy Melander, ext. 310 
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com 
 
Faith Formation 
Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764 
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315 
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org 
 

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator,  ext. 314 
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 

2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-723-7223 
www.stchris.us 

 
Principal 

Mr. Andrew Armann 
Email: aarmann@stchris.us 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Office Administration 
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa 

Email: afukawa@stchris.us 
  

Angela Duncan 
Email: aduncan@stchris.us 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Msgr. Allen Center 
2278 Booksin Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125 
Tel. 408-269-2226;  Fax 408-269-2784 
www.saintchris.com 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm 
Fridays. 8:30am-noon 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302 
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net 
 

Parochial Vicars & Deacons 
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,  
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org 
 

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,  
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org 
 

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316 
 Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org 
 
RCIA 
Edward Dantes, ext. 317 
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org 
 
 

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism 
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309 
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org 
 

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301 
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Frank Cetani, ext. 304 
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org 
 

Administrative Assistant / ADA 
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319 
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com 
 

Safe Environment 
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313 
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org 
 

Pastoral Ministry 
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303 
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
TBD 



OUR COMMUNITY 
PRAY FOR THE ILL  

IN OUR PARISH 

 
Rick Held 

Cash Gregory Coprivezia 

Tiffani Pratali 

Tom Holman 

Sr. Sharon Skain S.N.D 

Pat DeMarlo 

Jo Bertaccini 

Randi Myers 

Tom Holman 

Carol Kested 

Julie Dio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Samuel Marroco 
 

Pope Benedict XVI  
 

Ro semarie Sunseri 
 

Angela Rapisarda 
 

Josephine Oliverio 
 

Erick Montoya 
 

Gino Maragoni 
 

Edward Bertaccini 
 

Betty Leland 
 

Robert Riordan 
 

Elaine Keiser 

Sunday of  the word of  God 
 

This is more than a temporal coincidence: the celebration of 
the Sunday of the Word of God has ecumenical value, since the 
Scriptures point out, for those who listen, the path to authentic and 
firm unity. 
 
The various communities will find their own ways to mark 
this Sunday with a certain solemnity. It is important, however, that in 
the Eucharistic celebration the sacred text be enthroned, in order to 
focus the attention of the assembly on the normative value of God’s 
word. On this Sunday, it would be particularly appropriate to highlight 
the proclamation of the word of the Lord and to emphasize in the 
homily the honor that it is due. Bishops could celebrate the Rite of 
Installation of Lectors or a similar commissioning of readers, in order 
to bring out the importance of the proclamation of God’s word in the 
liturgy. In this regard, renewed efforts should be made to provide 
members of the faithful with the training needed to be genuine 
proclaimers of the word, as is already the practice in the case of 
acolytes or extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. Pastors can 
also find ways of giving a Bible, or one of its books, to the entire 
assembly as a way of showing the importance of learning how to read, 
appreciate and pray daily with sacred Scripture, especially through the 
practice of lectio divina. 
 
4. The return of the people of Israel to their homeland after the 
Babylonian exile was marked by the public reading of the book of the 
Law. In the book of Nehemiah, the Bible gives us a moving 
description of that moment. The people assembled in Jerusalem, in the 
square before the Water Gate, to listen to the Law. They had been 
scattered in exile, but now they found themselves gathered “as one” 
around the sacred Scripture (Neh 8:1). The people lent “attentive 
ears” (Neh 8:3) to the reading of the sacred book, realizing that in its 
words they would discover the meaning of their lived experience. The 
reaction to the proclamation of was one of great emotion and tears: 
“[The Levites] read from the book, from the law of God, clearly; and 
they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. And 
Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is 
holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep’. For all the people 
wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go 
your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to him for 
whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not 
be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength’” (Neh 8:8-10). 
These words contain a great teaching. The Bible cannot be just the 
heritage of some, much less a collection of books for the benefit of a 
privileged few. It belongs above all to those called to hear its message 
and to recognize themselves in its words. At times, there can be a 
tendency to monopolize the sacred text by restricting it to certain 
circles or to select groups. It cannot be that way. The Bible is the book 
of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and 
division towards unity. The word of God unites believers and makes 
them one people. 
 
5. In this unity born of listening, pastors are primarily responsible for 
explaining sacred Scripture and helping everyone to understand it. 
Since it is the people’s book, those called to be ministers of the word 
must feel an urgent need to make it accessible to their community. 



Lector 
The Lector Ministry makes a truly satisfying and 
meaningful contribution to Eucharistic celebra-
tions at Saint Christopher Church. When one an-
swers the call to be a minister of the word, one en-
ters a deeper relationship with the word of God as 
revealed in sacred scriptures.  The lector takes up-
on themselves the duty and privilege of bringing 
the printed word to life—making it flesh.  The 
ministry as a lector gives voice to God’s healing 
and challenging words as it goes forth irrevocably 
to the ends of the earth, achieving the purpose for 
which God sent it.  In a very real sense, the lector 
becomes a prophet—one who speaks for God. 
Please consider becoming a Lector. For more in-
formation please Contact: 
Loretta Pfaff at 1-408-269-2226 ext. 303 or email 
Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org 

ST. CHRISTOPHER CALENDAR 

WE NEED YOU! 

Restoring our Church. 
Dear Parishioners, 
Since the first dedication of St. Christopher’s on 
June 2, 1957, many generations of families have 
gathered at Saint Christopher Church to proclaim 
their faith and praise God together. We are excited 
to share our plans to restore our sacred sanctuary 
and our entire sacred space to ensure that future 
generations will continue to worship here, at Saint 
Christopher Church. 
 

Today, we find ourselves between a rich and 
revered past and a future of great possibilities. It is 
now our time to make an investment in the future. 
Our community has always been a caring 
community. We care about sharing the good news 
of Christ with the world. We care about passing 
the faith of Christ on to our children, teaching 
them to share the Eucharist, prayers, and 
confirmation.  
 

Our sanctuary is where those needs are met and 
where people hear the gospel proclaimed. It is 
where generations have prayed and share, 
Eucharist together, married, baptized their 
children, and watched them grow to confirm their 
own faith, and said farewell to their loved ones. 
 

While our current space has been well cared for 
over the last sixty five years, today we have an 
opportunity to enhance and improve our Sacred 
space in which we worship. After consulting with 
Diocesan Art and Environment and Art committee 
we envision: 
 

Sanctuary remodel, floors and walls, new pews, 
paint the whole church, put a new tabernacle back 
in the center of the sanctuary. 
Remove the wood from the wall at replace with 
sheetrock and install Hearing Assistance System. 
 

We already have $200,000 toward the project to 
help us achieve this goal, I ask each family to 
prayerfully consider the sacrificial gift they are 
able to make.  If every registered family in our 
Parish donated $500, we would come close to our 
goal.  However, knowing that some in our 
community are on fixed incomes, I am hopeful 
that those who are financially able, will consider 
donating a larger amount, such as $10,000 or even 
more to help us achieve our goal.  
Thank you for your past and present support of St. 
Christopher Parish. Please join 
with me and pray for the success 
of restoring our Church. 
Blessings,  
 
           Fr. Chris 

Grief  Support Group 
 

If you are going through a loss, one of the best ways 
to heal is to share your grief with those who are go-
ing through a similar experience.  St. Christopher’s 
Grief Ministry is offering a 5 week grief support 
group in the Marian Rm. of the Msgr. Allen Center 
starting on Mondays, February 27 thru March 27 
from 1:15pm-2:30pm.   The group is open to anyone 
going through loss, such as a death, divorce, or hav-
ing to put partner in care facility from Alzheimer’s.  
The group will be led by Sandy Foehr and Mariana 
Giacalone, members of St. Christopher’s grief min-
istry.  Anyone attending needs to be Vaccinated & 
Boosted. 
 

 Call Sandy at  408-807-0503 or email her at:  
tyedyesandy@gmail.com  to sign up or if you have 
questions.   
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A Caring Community 
for Seniors

408-265-3222
Located in a quiet residential neighborhood, Lincoln Glen 

has provided “A Caring Community for Seniors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING 
COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE • SKILLED NURSING CARE

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

Our Law Firm - Your Law Firm

Bill Kaufman
Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts

Construction Law & Real Estate Law
                            Parishioner/ 

                           St. Christopher 
                         School Parent

            408.356.3000
smwb.com/Lawyer-William-Kaufman

983 University Avenue, Ste. 104C
Los Gatos, CA 95032

Flowers for all your
special occasions

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111
Call Dana  Parishioner
www.DannasFlowers.com

D’anna’sFlowers & Gifts

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System
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SIMON MORRIS, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

356-9101
Parishioner

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET
Locally Owned

Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce, 

Quality Meats

www.zanottosmarkets.com

troyt@zanottos.com

WILLOW GLEN MARKET
“Because Every Day Is Special”

1421 Foxworthy Ave.

(408) 264-0103

Plumbing
408.210.8754

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Parishioner

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact me for a free Consultation!

Malena M Bischof Realtor®/DRE#01510558 

Alliance Bay Realty                   Parishioner
Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
Learn More http://melsbayarearealestate.com

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns

Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi D.D.S.
 T (408) 978-7991  F (408) 265-1940
 steve@drtoschi.com  www.drtoschi.com

1660 Willow Street, Suite 1 

San Jose, California 95125

TOSCHI
Aesth

Donate your vehicle before January 1st, and you 
may qualify for a 2022 tax deduction. 

St. Vincent de Paul of Santa Clara County.

Learn more about helping
others at www.svdp.org
or call 1-800-322-8284

Real Texas
BBQ.
Locally
Owned.

WWW.ARMADILLOWILLYS.COM

878 Blossom Hill Rd.
San Jose

408-224-7427
Catering: 800-585-7427

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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