"Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis
May his holy soul be on be on the right
side of God

Bishop Emeritus Patrick J. McGrath D.D., the second
Bishop of San Jose, who passed away on May 7, 2023
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May the blessings of light be upon you,
Light without and light within.
And in all your comings and goings,
May you ever have a kindly greeting
From them you meet on the road.

Sunday, May 21 2023—7th Sunday of Easter



THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

We had a great celebration last Sunday night as 72 of our young parishioners were confirmed by
Bishop Cantii. The Confirmation Mass was solemn and beautiful and I offer thanks to the many
who worked so hard to make it a wonderful celebration. In special way, we thank Bishop Cantu
for his presence and ministry at our parish, and musicians for adding such beauty to to
the celebration, and the ushers who did a great job helping our many visitors to St. Christopher
Parish

I also wish to thank our Religious Education Staff who helped to plan and prepare the candidates
for this important day. @ We also thank the many teachers and catechists who taught the
candidates over the years about Christ and His Church. They along with their parents who guide
them in the ways of the faith are to be commended. Finally, we thank the newly confirmed for
staying the course and committing to Christ as young adults.

This parish celebration of Confirmation gives the candidates strength in their faith and our
parish and Church hope for the future. Now these newly confirmed must continue to grow in the
faith and guide their lives by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. I ask you to continue to pray for them that
they will stay close to Christ and His Church and bear witness to the Lord in their lives. We en-
courage the confirmandi to to continue to get in involved in the life of the Church.

Pope Francis in one of his homily's to those that he confirmed said, “And here I come to my last
point. It is an invitation which I make to you, young confirmandi, and to all present. Remain
steadfast in the journey of faith, with firm hope in the Lord. This is the secret of our journey! He
gives us the courage to swim against the tide. Pay attention, my young friends: to go against the
current; this is good for the heart, but we need courage to swim against the tide. Jesus gives us
this courage! There are no difficulties, trials or misunderstandings to fear, provided we remain
united to God as branches to the vine, provided we do not lose our friendship with him, provided
we make ever more room for him in our lives.

This is especially so whenever we feel poor, weak and sinful, because God grants strength to our
weakness, riches to our poverty, conversion and forgiveness to our sinfulness. The Lord is so rich
in mercy: every time, if we go to him, he forgives us. Let us trust in God’s work! With him we can
do great things; he will give us the joy of being his disciples, his witnesses. Commit yourselves to
great ideals, to the most important things. We Christians were not chosen by the Lord for little
things; push onwards toward the highest principles. Stake your lives on noble ideals, my dear
young people.
What are the effects of the sacrament of Confirmation?

The effect of the sacrament of Confirmation is the special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, as it was
once granted to the Apostles on the day of Pentecost. Pope Francis tells us that it is the Spirit who
moves us to come out of our selfishness and to be a gift to others. For this reason, Confirmation
confers growth and depth to baptismal grace:

It introduces us more deeply into the divine filiation.

Grant a special power of the Holy Spirit in our lives to spread and defend the faith by word and
deed as true witnesses of Christ, to confess the name of Christ boldly and to never be ashamed of
the cross.

Increase in us the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

It unites us more firmly to Christ because it grants us the special strength of the gifts of the Holy
Spirit.

It makes our bond with the Church more perfect.

It unites us more strongly to the members of the mystical Body of Christ, which is the Church.
Thinking of the Church as a living organism, composed of people who walk together in communi-
ty with the bishop, who is the original minister of confirmation and who links us to the Church.



Pope Francis — Catechesis on Confirmation

In this third catechesis on the Sacraments, we pause to reflect on Confirmation or “Chrismation”,
which must be understood in continuity with Baptism, to which it is inseparably linked. These
two Sacraments, together with the Eucharist, form a single saving event — called “Christian initi-
ation” — in which we are inserted into Jesus Christ, who died and rose, and become new crea-
tures and members of the Church. This is why these three Sacraments were originally celebrated
on one occasion, at the end of the catechumenal journey, normally at the Easter Vigil. The path of
formation and gradual insertion into the Christian community, which could last even up to a few
years, was thus sealed. One travelled step by step to reach Baptism, then Confirmation and the
Eucharist.

We commonly speak of the sacrament of “Chrismation”, a word that signifies “anointing”. And,
in effect, through the oil called “sacred Chrism” we are conformed, in the power of the Spirit, to
Jesus Christ, who is the only true “anointed One”, the “Messiah”, the Holy One of God. The word
“Confirmation” then reminds us that this Sacrament brings an increase and deepening of baptis-
mal grace: it unites us more firmly to Christ, it renders our bond with the Church more perfect,
and it gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith, ... to confess
the name of Christ boldly, and never to be ashamed of his Cross (cf. Catechism of the Catholic
Church, n. 1303).

For this reason, it is important to take care that our children, our young people, receive this sacra-
ment. We all take care that they are baptized and this is good, but perhaps we do not take so
much care to ensure that they are confirmed. Thus they remain at a midpoint in their journey and
do not receive the Holy Spirit, who is so important in the Christian life since he gives us the
strength to go on. Let us think a little, each one of us: do we truly care whether our children, our
young people, receive Confirmation? This is important, it is important! And if you have children
or adolescents at home who have not yet received it and are at the age to do so, do everything pos-
sible to ensure that they complete their Christian initiation and receive the power of the Holy Spir-
it. It is important!

Naturally it is important to prepare those being confirmed well, leading them towards a personal
commitment to faith in Christ and reawakening in them a sense of belonging to the Church.

Confirmation, like every Sacrament, is not the work of men but of God, who cares for our lives in
such a manner as to mould us in the image of his Son, to make us capable of loving like him. He
does it by infusing his in us his Holy Spirit, whose action pervades the whole person and his
entire life, as reflected in the seven gifts that Tradition, in light of the Sacred Scripture, has  al-
ways highlighted. These seven gifts: I do not want to ask you if you remember the seven gifts.
Perhaps you will all know them.... But I will say them on your behalf. What are these gifts?  Wis-
dom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the Lord. And these gifts
have been given to us precisely with the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation. I
therefore intend to dedicate the catecheses that follow those on the Sacrament to these seven gifts.

When we welcome the Holy Spirit into our hearts and allow him to act, Christ makes himself pre-
sent in us and takes shape in our lives; through us, it will be he — Christ himself — who prays,
forgives, gives hope and consolation, serves the brethren, draws close to the needy and to the
least, creates community and sows peace. Think how important this is: by means of the Holy
Spirit, Christ himself comes to do all this among us and for us. That is why it is important that
children and young people receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. Dear brothers and sisters, let
us remember that we have received Confirmation! All of us! Let us remember it, first in order to
thank the Lord for this gift, and then to ask him to help us to live as true Christians, to walk  al-

ways with joy in the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Pope Francis.



SAINT CHRISTOPHER PARISH AND SCHOOL

PARISH OFFICE

Msgr. Allen Center
2278 Booksin Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Tel. 408-269-2226; Fax 408-269-2784
www.saintchris.com

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs, 8:30am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-3:30pm
Fridays. 8:30am-noon

Pastor
Rev. Christopher Bennett, ext. 302
Email: revbennett@sbcglobal.net

Parochial Vicars & Deacons
Rev. Paolo Gobbo, ext. 306,
Email: Fr.Paolo@stchrissj.org

Rev. Khoa Vu, ext. 321,
Email: khoa.Vu@dsj.org

Deacon Richard Noack, ext. 316
Email: deacon.richard@stchrissj.org

RCIA
Edward Dantes, ext. 317
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org

Parish Secretaries / Infant Baptism
Adrienne DiVittorio, ext. 309
Email: Adrienne.divittorio@stchrissj.org

Dennis Volkman, ext. 301
Email: dennis.volkman@dsj.org

Business & Facilities Manager
Frank Cetani, ext. 304
Email: Frank.cetani@dsj.org

Administrative Assistant / ADA
Gayle Blackford, ext. 319
Email: gbstchris@yahoo.com

Safe Environment
Sherry Riordan, ext. 313
Email: sherry.riordan@dsj.org

Pastoral Ministry
Loretta Pfaff, ext. 303
Email: Loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org

Youth & Young Adult Ministry

TBD

Outreach Office
Nancy Melander, ext. 310
Email: nancymelander@gmail.com

Faith Formation

Catechetical Ministry (408) 264-8764
Director: Edward Dantes, ext. 317
Email: edward.dantes@stchrissj.org

Diane Forst—Faith Formation Assistant ext. 315
Email: diane.forst@stchrissj.org

Irene Jacobs—Sacrament Coordinator, ext. 314
Email: irene.jacobs@stchrissj.org
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ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL
2278 Booksin Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125
Tel. 408-723-7223
www.stchris.us

Principal
Mt. Andrew Armann
Email: aarmann@stchris.us
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Office Administration
Mrs. Arlene Fukawa
Email: afukawa@stchris.us
©o
Angela Duncan
Email: aduncan@stchris.us




OUR COMMUNITY

PRAY FOR THE ILL
IN OUR PARISH

e
Bronson Phillips

Mike Fair
Zyliha Madzar
Jean Bell
Matt Kalambakal Family
Geraldine Abaya Markey
Cash Gregory Coprivezia
Tiffani Pratali
St. Sharon Skain S.N.D
Pat DeMarlo

Jo Bertaccini
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FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
L
Margaret Lozito
L
Joe Geraci
L
An Trinh
L
John Shay
L
Jeanne Randazzo
o)

Valerie Hudkins
o)

Ann Gullo
o)
Stephen Gullo
o)

Jose Hidalgo
o)

Gary Tassi
+

Aujelita Flores

2023 PILGRIMAGES TO THE HOLY LAND

This is my invitation to invite you to a once in a life time
experience to come with me in the Promised Land, the Holy
Land of God, Israel for an amazing journey. Join us for a journey
of a lifetime on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. The Scriptures
will come alive as you visit Our Lord’s homeland. It is an
encounter that has changed the lives of many pilgrims, and it is
an act of faith and prayer. Walk in the footsteps of Jesus.

Each day we will celebrate Mass and reflect on the gospel text
appropriate to the place we visit. This will be a pilgrimage of a
lifetime and it will forever change the way you read and
understand the Scriptures. We hope you will be able to join us on
what promises to be a grace-filled journey to the land from which
has come our salvation.

PILGRIMAGE HIGHLIGHTS
e Mt. Carmel & Haifa
e Nazareth—site of the Annunciation
* Cana—Renewal of Marriage vows
* Capernaum and Peter’s Primacy
¢ Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee
* Mount of Beatitudes
* Jericho & the Jordan River—-renewal of baptismal vows
* Bethlehem and Shepherds’ Field
e Mount of Olives and Garden of Gethsemane
* Mount Zion and the Upper Room
Jerusalem—Via Dolorosa, Church of the Holy Sepulchre
* Garden of Gethsemane
* The O1d City
e Western Wall

For more information please
contact Fr. Chris. revbennett@sbcglobal.net or you
can find the brochure on our webpage.
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WE NEED YOU!

ANNUAL '
DIOCESAN } ADA
APPEAL

A big Thank You to the 494 families who have al-
ready replied to the 2023 ADA. YTD pledges are cur-
rently $203,878.09. Which puts us at 89% of the way
to this year’s goal of $226,904. We are doing great,
however, we need everyone’s participation in order to
be successful. If you have not had a chance to return
your pledge form please do it soon (including gifts of
prayer) so we can avoid having to do a second mailing.
And remember, all funds over the $226,904 goal will
be rebated back to the parish. Please make your pledge
today.

Packets were sent to all of our parishioners in
January. Extra sets are available in the back of the
church or contact the parish office to have another
sent to you. God Bless.

Festival Pre-Sale Tickets available now!
Please visit https://www.stchrisfestival.com/tickets to
purchase
Available for purchase:
e Unlimited ride wristbands - Butler Amusements
e Travelers Fun Zone (TFZ)
9 Holes of Golf & 7 Other Fun Games
Daily and Unlimited Weekend Passes Available
e Tri-tip BBQ Tickets (Saturday)
e Chicken & Rib BBQ Lunch (Sunday)
e Food & Beverage Tickets (does not apply to Food
Truck offerings)
e Game Booth Tickets

Ticket Pickup Information
You will receive a confirmation email with your or-
der.

If you have any issues with ordering, please email
info@stchrishns.org.

Parish Families - Orders can be picked up after Sun-
day Mass starting May 14th or after school on June
8th-9th after school near the Science Building, or dur-
ing Festival at Ticket Booth Will Call.

General Public - Pickup your tickets at the Festival.
Go to Ticket Booth Will Call at the south end of the
Main Stage area.

Restoring our Church.

Dear Parishionerts,

Since the first dedication of St. Christopher’s on
June 2, 1957, many generations of families have
gathered at Saint Christopher Church to proclaim
their faith and praise God together. We are excited
to share our plans to restore our sacred sanctuary
and our entire sacred space to ensure that future
generations will continue to worship here, at Saint
Christopher Church.

Today, we find ourselves between a rich and
revered past and a future of great possibilities. It is
now our time to make an investment in the future.
Our community has always been a caring
community. We care about sharing the good news
of Christ with the world. We care about passing
the faith of Christ on to our children, teaching
them to share the FEucharist, prayers, and
confirmation.

Our sanctuary is where those needs are met and
where people hear the gospel proclaimed. It is
where generations have prayed and share,
Eucharist together, married, baptized their
children, and watched them grow to confirm their
own faith, and said farewell to their loved ones.

While our current space has been well cared for
over the last sixty five years, today we have an
opportunity to enhance and improve our Sacred
space in which we worship. After consulting with
Diocesan Art and Environment and Art committee
we envision:

Sanctuary remodel, floors and walls, new pews,
paint the whole church, put a new tabernacle back
in the center of the sanctuary.

Remove the wood from the wall at replace with
sheetrock and install Hearing Assistance System.

We already have $200,000 toward the project to
help us achieve this goal, I ask each family to
prayerfully consider the sacrificial gift they are
able to make. If every registered family in our
Parish donated $500, we would come close to our
goal. However, knowing that some in our
community are on fixed incomes, I am hopeful
that those who are financially able, will consider
donating a larger amount, such as $10,000 or even
more to help us achieve our goal.

Thank you for your past and present support of St.
Christopher Parish. Please join with me and pray
for the success of restoring our Church.

Blessings,

Fr. Chris




COMMUNITY IN WILLOW GLEN FOR SENIORS

A CHRISTIAN SPONSORED CARING

Lincoln Glen

INDEPENDENT LIVING - ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE -« SKILLED NURSING CARE

A Caring Community
for Senlors

Willow Glen
1712A Meridian Ave.

(408) 723-7111

Call Dana « rarishioner
www.DannasFowers.com

No Buy-In Fees or Leases Required!

408-265-322

Lacated In a quiet residential neighboerhood, Lincoln Glen
has provided “A Caring Communily for Senlors” since 1969
4 Levels of Care in a Lovely Park-Like Setting
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NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

329.95/“"’0 billed quarterly

Q

Call Today!

Medical Alert System—

* One Free Month

* No Long-Term Contract
* Price Guaraniee

« Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

St. Christopher Church, San Jose, CA

B 4C 05-4259



catholicmatch’

California
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Catering:
WWW.ARMADILLOWILLYS.COM |

CatholicMatch.com/myCA ]

878 Blnssum H:ll Rd.

San Jose

408-224-7427
800-585-7427

Ana Maria Russo
Parishioner
BRE 01859690

INTERG

1567 Meridian Avenue
San Jose, CA 95125

Phone 408-691-5837
arusso@intero.com
anamariarusso.agent.intero.com

Cathalic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

£ Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY,

& Call us today at 860-399-1785 or emall

2 gileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Donate your vehicle before January 1st, and you
may qualify for a 2022 tax deduction.
5t. Vincent de Paul of Santa Clara County.

Learn more about helping
others at www.svdp.org
or call 1-800-322-8284

Place Your Ad Here and

Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

CREATOR
STUDID

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

www.plumbperfect.sj.com

Plumbing
408.210.8754

Parishioner

TOSCHI

Aesthetic & General Dentistry
One Visit Implants
One Visit Crowns
Invisalign

Steven M. Toschi p.ns.

T (408) 978-7991 F (408) 265-1940
steve@drtoschi.com www.drtoschi.com
1660 Willow Street, Suite 1
San Jose, California 95125

Aliance Bay Realty

Planning on Buying or Selling a Home?
Contact me for a free Consultation!
Malena M Bischof guatosnresosiosss

Text/Call (650) 380-0889
Email Malena.Bischof@gmail.com
% Learn More hitp://melsbayarearealestate.com

ZANOTTO'S

WILLOW GLEN MARKET

ZANOTTO’S WILLOW GLEN MARKET

Locally Owned
Authentic Honey Baked Ham for Easter

Fine Wines, Great Produce,

“Because ‘Every Day Is Special” Quality Meats
1421 Foxworthy Ave. www.zanottosmarkets.com
(408) 264-0103 troyt@anottos.com

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Christopher Church, San Jose, CA

Farishioner

WE'RE HIRING'

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
+ Paid training
* Some travel
* Work-life balance

* Full-Time with benefits
= Sgrve your community

NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com

A 4C 05-4259



