
Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447  
Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

Office Hours: As announced in schedule 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.  
WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Check the bulletin or website for the current schedule  
 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
Contact the parish office for assistance 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
Friday 3:15 p.m., Saturday 4:00 p.m. 
and/or as announced or by appointment 
 
 

PARISH BULLETIN 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – September 22, 2019 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – September 29, 2019 

 

 
PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Administrative Assistant:  Joanna Mason 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-832-7175  joanna@johnxxiii.ca 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Head Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-9340  

 

Ministry Coordinator/Office Volunteer:  Lynda Hunt   Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7175  lynda@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Claude Precourt   
204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-898-1893  cfp3899@gmail.com 
  

Trustee:  William Gould          Fundraising and Development Committee    
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-832-7175   call if interested in serving  
 

Parish Stewardship Committee         Parish Pastoral Council 
Facilitator:  Loris Vendramelli        Facilitator:  Laurette Burch       
 204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FAITH FORMATION:  Catechism sessions for children (K to Grade 8) are held on Sunday mornings, September through May,  
from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.  Periodically other programs, workshops, and/or study sessions are offered for adults.  
Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information and/or to register. 

 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact the parish office for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 
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THE CANADIAN CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS (CCCB): will hold its 
annual Plenary Assembly at the NAV Centre in Cornwall, Ontario, 23-27 September, 2019. The 
Plenary Assembly is a gathering of approximately 90 Bishops from across Canada. The Most 
Reverend Lionel Gendron, P.S.S., Bishop of Saint-Jean-Longueuil and CCCB President, will preside 
over the meeting. The 2019 Plenary keynote address will be delivered by Archbishop Giampietro 
Dal Toso, President of the Pontifical Mission Societies.  As part of his address, Archbishop Dal Toso 
will speak to the Bishops of Canada on the upcoming Extraordinary Missionary Month (October 
2019) and its chosen theme "Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on a Mission in the World".  
Let us all remember the bishops of Canada in our prayers. 
 

2019 COLLECTION FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CHURCH IN CANADA:  The annual Collection for the Needs of 
the Church in Canada will be taken in parishes the weekend of September 28-29, 2019. In his message to pastors and 
collaborators in pastoral ministries, the Most Reverend Lionel Gendron, P.S.S., Bishop of Saint-Jean-Longueuil and President 
of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), reflected on his presidency and the work being accomplished by 
dioceses/eparchies, regional episcopal assemblies and the CCCB as a national Conference.  As part of their episcopal ministry, 
the Bishops are working together on important doctrinal and ethical questions; ecumenical initiatives and interreligious 
dialogue; international relations; evangelization, faith education and catechesis; strengthening relations with Indigenous 
peoples; questions of social justice, and the development of a culture of life and family. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SEASON OF CREATION: The Season of Creation is an annual celebration to protect creation that starts on September 
1st and ends on the Feast of St. Francis on October 4th. In 2015, Pope Francis wrote “Laudato Si”, an Encyclical letter pleading 
with us to take responsibility in the care of our world.  His Holiness proclaimed September 1st, the first day of the “Season of 
Creation”, to be the “World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.”  He invites us to “weep with the earth, our common 
home” and to do something concrete in the healing of creation according to Creator’s dream for all people and all creation. 
It is a day and a season to reaffirm our shared vocation as stewards of creation. 

 

 Blessing of the Animals 
Friday, October 4, 2019 at 6:15 p.m. 

 

A short prayer service will be held at 6:15 p.m. Friday evening, October 4th outside at the south 
door of Saint John XXIII Church to mark the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi and the conclusion of 
the Season of Creation.  You are encouraged to bring your pets and other small animals to the 
church for a blessing. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2019 GIFT OF LIFE CONFERENCE  
"Rekindle the Gift of Life, Fulfill God's Plan, Thrive":  A one-day pro-life 
conference sponsored by the Couples for Christ's Gift of Life Ministry with guest 
speaker: Sr. Helena Burns, FSP, to be held on Saturday, October 5, 2019 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. at Immaculate Conception Church, 181 Austin Street North.  Holy Mass at 
8:30 a.m. presided by Archbishop Richard Gagnon.  Tickets: $20/person, 14-17 years old $10; 13 years and under $5.  Note: 
no child minding available, please bring tumbler for ecological sustainability.  For more information please contact: 
ador.cabrera@gmail.com /vicky.sa.cabrera@gmail.com / 204-990-6855 / 204-880-6395. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OCTOBER 2019 is EXTRAORDINARY MISSIONARY MONTH (EMM) 
On the occasion of the 91st World Mission Sunday in October 2017, Pope Francis called for an Extraordinary Missionary Month 
in 2019.  In his message the Pope emphasizes that: “On 30 November 2019, we will celebrate the hundredth anniversary of 
the promulgation of the Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, with which Pope Benedict XV sought to give new impetus to the 
missionary task of proclaiming the Gospel”, thus responding to Jesus’s perennial command to “go into the whole world and 
proclaim the Gospel to every creature” (Mk 16:15). 

 

With this in mind, the words spoken by Jesus when he sent forth his disciples inspired the theme 
for the extraordinary missionary month: Baptized and sent: The Church of Christ on mission in 
the world. The Holy Father suggested this initiative with a double objective. On the one hand, the 
Pontiff wants “to foster an increased awareness of the missio ad gentes” (mission to the nations) 
and on the other hand, “to take up again with renewed fervour the missionary transformation of 
the Church’s life and pastoral activity.”  
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“Working for a just distribution of the fruits of the earth and human labour  
is not mere philanthropy.  It is a moral obligation.” — Pope Francis 

 

“Don't forget the poor.” —Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, to newly elected Pope Francis 
 

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATION ON PROTECTING MINORS FROM SEXUAL ABUSE 
 

Next month Sr. Nuala Kenny will be in the Archdiocese to speak on the dynamics of Clergy Sexual Abuse and the need for 
personal and ecclesial transformation.  Sr. Kenny is an acknowledged expert on the pathology of Clergy Sexual Abuse and was 

a consultant to the recently released document “Protecting Minors from Sexual Abuse: A Call to the 
Catholic Faithful in Canada for Healing, Reconciliation and Transformation” from the CCCB.  In addition 
to speaking to the clergy of the Archdiocese, Sr. Kenny will give two public sessions to which all the 
faithful of our local church are invited.  The session, “Healing the Church from Clergy Sexual Abuse: 
A Call to the Catholic Faithful” will be held on Wednesday, October 9 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Augustine’s 
Parish in Brandon and repeated on Thursday, October 10 at 7:00 p.m. at Petrus Hall, 2624 Inkster 
Boulevard, Winnipeg.  The Archbishop asks that members of Parish Pastoral Councils and Pastoral 
Leadership attend the session, as well as all other interested parishioners. 

 

_For other news and events in and around the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, please see information posted on 
bulletin boards at the north and south entrances of the church and/or go to the website: www.archwinnipeg.ca 

 

PARISH CATECHISM CLASSES 2019 – 2020 
 

Catechism classes are held on Sunday mornings from 10:15 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m.  Those who would like their children to take part in 
catechism classes are asked to complete a REGISTRATION FORM for 
each child.  A catechism registration fee helps to defray some of the costs 
of running our program.  Nevertheless, this requested fee should in no way be considered a reason to refrain from enrolling 
children for whose parents the fee would impose an undue hardship. 

 

As a rule, each Sunday children participating in our parish catechism program gather in the parish hall with their 
parents/guardians by 10:15 a.m. for some initial prayers and announcements.  Then children break into their various 
catechetical groups and proceed with their catechists to their designated classrooms.  Catechetical classes are divided into 
the following age groups:  SEEDS (Preschool), PROMISE (Kindergarten – Grade 1), GOOD NEWS (Grades 2-3), VENTURE 
(GRADES 4-6) and VISIONS (Grades 7-8).  Parents/guardians are asked to return to the parish hall by 11:15 a.m. to be ready 
to pick up their children.  Parents/guardians are to sign out their children before leaving the parish hall after class. 
 

WE STILL COULD USE THE HELP OF A FEW MORE VOLUNTEERS to serve as catechists, substitute catechists and assistants.  
If you are willing to assist in any way, please advise Sharon Camier (our Pastoral Assistant).  Let us all pray for the continued 
success of our faith formation program for children.  
 

 

HOW DO I BECOME CATHOLIC? 
Many avenues lead individuals to the Catholic Church.  The journey of faith can be a winding road.  Whatever path has led 
you to this time of searching or interest in becoming a baptized Christian or, if already baptized, making a profession into the 
full communion of the Catholic Church, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process that could be Good News 
for you in your journey of faith.  To help us make preparations for the RCIA in our parish, please let Fr. Robert and/or Sharon 
know if you might be interested in participating.  We have a limited number of packs of leaflets of the series Understanding 
Christian Initiation which we can give to those discerning whether they would like to begin participation in the RCIA process. 

 

PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
 

In recent years, the Archbishop has come on a bi-yearly basis to administer the Sacrament in our parish.  
Nevertheless, since there are enough potential candidates, Sharon and Fr. Robert have decided to begin 
preparation classes this fall for the conferral of the Sacrament in 2020.  Youth, their parents (and 
interested catholic adults not yet confirmed) who wish to prepare to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation in 2020 should contact Sharon Camier to express their interest in participating.                                
A Registration and Orientation Session has been scheduled for Sunday afternoon, October 20th at 1:15 p.m. downstairs in 
Room 12.  Full preparation classes will follow in early November. 



 4 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 2019 
 

The Annual Appeal Sharing God’s Gifts supports our Archdiocesan community through life-changing programs and ministries.  
It is a way for us to put our faith into action.  Every gift opens the door to a better tomorrow, a better life, and a more hopeful 
future.  Our Parish’s Appeal Target for 2019 is $26,790.  Thank you to all those who have contributed!  Although we have 
just reached our target, please remember that when a parish exceeds its target, donations in excess of the target are 
returned to the parish to be used towards local priorities.  Given that our parish had an operating shortfall over the summer 
months and still needs to catch up with Archdiocesan Assessment for both 2018 and 2019, we encourage parishioners to 
continue their contributions to Sharing God’s Gifts where possible.  Contributions to Sharing God’s Gifts may be forwarded 
through the parish office or directly to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.  Various payment options are available.  If you wish to 
contribute via cheque, please make your cheque payable to “Sharing God’s Gifts”.  Thank you for your continued support!  

 

 
Second Annual 

Saint John XXIII Parish  

Harvest Festival 
Saturday, October 19, 2019 
 

Fair and Bazaar 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
• Children’s activities 
• Talent Stage Area in Room 10 
• Lunch: hotdogs, hamburgers, potato chips, drinks 

(for a nominal charge) 
• FLEA MARKET sale in the parish hall 

o Baking table, Produce table, Crafts table, Rummage tables 
o Other tables available for rent re sale of various goods 

                 Contact the parish office for further details and to reserve tables ($20 per table) 
 

Eucharistic Celebration at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Annual Fundraising Dinner and Dance - TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE 
• Doors open 6:00 p.m., Refreshments / Cash Bar 
• Dinner at 7:00 p.m., Dance to follow 
• Dinner tickets:  Adult $40 each, Youth/Volunteer $20 each, Child (12 and under) $15 each 
• To obtain dinner tickets contact the parish office or one of the following persons: 

o Lynda Hunt, 204-837-4364, lynda.hunt@mymts.net 
o Margaret Strachan, 204-504-2185, margstrachan@gmail.com 
o Alfred and Marietta Gendive, 204-885-3210, acgendive@hotmail.com 

 

Saint John XXIII Fundraising Raffle 
• Tickets available through the parish office and assisting parishioners 
• Draw to take place at 9:30 p.m. on October 19, 2019     Licence Number: LGCA 7440-RF-32094 

 

Those who have taken out books of raffle tickets to sell are kindly asked to return monies collected  
and tickets stubs to the parish office no later than September 30, 2019 if possible.  Thank you. 

 

Further details regarding the Harvest Festival will be provided in the next parish bulletin October 6th.  In the 
meantime, we are looking for volunteers, especially our youth, to assist with such things as the following: 
 

• Cleaning up immediately after the Fair and Bazaar and setting tables and chairs for the dinner. 
• Assist with serving the buffet meal, assisting guests with meal trays, busing tables, washing dishes, etc. 
• Cleaning up at the end of the evening’s festivities. 
• If there are any parishioners who hold a current food handlers certificate, we would be most grateful if you would be 

willing to help out in guiding us to hold a safe and successful evening.  
• Those youth, and those young in spirit, who are willing to volunteer their time and assistance are entitled to obtain 

Dinner and Dance tickets available for Youth/Volunteer at $20.00 each.  Please contact Sharon Camier. 
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SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 22 – OCTOBER 6, 2019 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 

Sunday, September 22  TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
5:00 pm Saturday   MASS – Dominic and Cecile Capri+, requested by Tannena Korolyk 
9:00 am     MASS – Juanita Edwards+, requested by Margaret and Jerome Strachan 
10:15 am    Catechism Classes 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

 

 

Monday, September 23  MEMORIAL: SAINT PIUS OF PIETRELCINA (PADRE PIO), Priest 
Parish office closed Monday 

7:00 pm     Knights of Columbus Executive Meeting (in room 12) 
 

Tuesday, September 24  FERIAL 
10:00 am – 12:00 noon Office open in the morning 
10:00 am    Al-Anon Meeting (in room 12) 
5:00 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to attend a board meeting of the Manitoba Multifaith Council 
 

Wednesday, September 25 FERIAL 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon   
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – William D. Esperon Sr.+, requested by the Esperon family 
 

Thursday, September 26  FEAST: SAINT JEAN DE BRÉBEUF and SAINT ISAAC JOGUES, Priests, 
              and COMPANIONS, Martyrs, Secondary Patrons of Canada 

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon   
7:00 pm     MASS – In thanksgiving, requested by Laurette and Doug Burch 
7:30 pm     Parish Finance Council Meeting (tentative - in the Guadalupe Room) 
 

Friday, September 27   MEMORIAL: SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL, Priest 
9:30 am     Saint Charles Catholic School Christian Service Day  
       28 grade six students will be coming to Saint John XXIII Church in the morning to perform  

Christian Service by assisting in whatever way possible to “give back” to the community 
10:45 am    LITURGY OF THE WORD at Sturgeon Creek I Retirement Residence, 10 Hallonquist Drive 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 
4:00 pm     MASS – Fr. Raphael Glofcheski+ (bequest) 
 

Saturday, September 28  FERIAL 
5:00 pm     MASS – Marilyn Crakewich (health), requested by Linda Berry 

 

Sunday, September 29  TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
          The special collection for the Needs of the Church in Canada is taken up this weekend. 
       Please use special envelopes and make any cheques payable to the parish.  Thank you. 

 

9:00 am     MASS – Marion and Dave Wallace+, requested by the Poclen and Kolomic family 
10:15 am    Catechism Classes 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
1:00 pm     Knights of Columbus set-up for dinner 
6:00 pm     30th ANNUAL CHICKEN & RIB DINNER hosted by the St. James K of C (in the parish hall) 
 

 
Monday, September 30  MEMORIAL: SAINT JEROME, Priest, Doctor 

      Parish office closed Monday 
 

Tuesday, October 1   MEMORIAL: SAINT THÉRÈSE OF THE CHILD JESUS, Virgin, Doctor 
9:00 am     Recitation of the Rosary   
9:15 am     MASS – Deceased family members, requested by Laurette and Doug Burch 
10:00 am – 12:00 noon Office open in the morning 
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10:00 am    Al-Anon Meeting (in room 12) 
 

Wednesday, October 2  MEMORIAL: THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS 
10:30 am    MASS at Golden West Centennial Lodge, 811 School Road 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon   
1:00 pm     Knitting Group Gathering (in room 10) 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Deceased relatives, requested by Lena Gaspar 
7:30 pm      Fundraising and Development Committee Meeting (in the Guadalupe Room) 
 

Thursday, October 3   FERIAL 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon 
 

Friday, October 4    MEMORIAL: SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
9:00 am     Recitation of the Rosary   
9:15 am     MASS – In thanksgiving, requested by Zonia Patson 
9:45 am     Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  Office open in the morning and afternoon 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 
6:15 pm     BLESSING OF ANIMALS at the south entrance porch of the church 
 

Saturday, October 5   FERIAL 
5:00 pm     MASS – Carol Kess+, requested by Lorne and Eileen Kloepfer 

 

Sunday, October 6   TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
9:00 am     MASS – Eileen Hepple+, requested by Margaret and Jerome Strachan 
10:15 am    Catechism Classes 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

 

 
Archbishop Richard Gagnon’s post-synodal document Disciples on the Way 

outlines the challenges and opportunities which our first Archdiocesan Synod has placed before us.  The 
Archbishop encourages all of us “to read the document, to pray over it, to ponder it and to join with their 
fellow parishioners to implement it in their various parish communities.”  We soon will be reconstituting 
the membership of our Parish Pastoral Council (PPC).  The members of the PPC, with additional volunteers 
as needed, will work with the Pastor to discern and prepare an action plan for our parish to respond to 
various priorities outlined by the Synod.  This fall the Archdiocese will be providing orientation sessions 
and further guidance regarding Synod implementation.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reflection for Sunday, September 22, 2019 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Who’s the boss? 
A parish secretary worked at an urban church with five resident priests. One priest was 

retired, two had ministries elsewhere, and two were actively engaged in the parish itself. The 
secretary worked for all five men, handling incoming calls and written correspondence, crafting 
bulletins, running errands, even sewing the occasional loose button or laundering a stained 
sweater. No matter whose task she performed first, she never escaped the charge of favoritism, 
because anything more than one boss doesn’t work. If Jesus is our Lord, everything and 
everybody else takes a backseat. 
 

Today's readings: Amos 8:4-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 
“No servant can serve two masters.” 
 

“We have to serve God in God’s way, not ours.”  
— Saint Teresa of Ávila 
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Reflection for Thursday, September 26, 2019 
Feast of Saint John de Brébeuf and Saint Isaac Jogues, Priests,  
and Companions, Martyrs 
 

Witness with respect 
John de Brébeuf had a singular talent for languages and spent much of his 

time with the Huron people learning theirs, from his arrival to what was then 
part of “New France” in present-day Canada in 1625 to his martyrdom in 1649. 
He spent years studying the native language and culture and translating as best 
he could between two very different worldviews and sets of beliefs. Though the 
record of missionaries to the “New World” (“new” to them, that is) is a mixed 
one, we can honor the memory of those who with sincere hearts tried to 
communicate the love of Christ to people in language they could understand. 

 

Today's readings: Revelation 7:9-17; 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Luke 9:23-26 or John 12:24-26 
“Behold those who have come through the great ordeal” 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reflection for Sunday, September 29, 2019 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Try a little tenderness 
We hear folks wish out loud for more patience. In church circles, many voice the ambition 

to be more devout, loving, or kind. Cultivating a spirit of gentleness, however, is rare on the 
wish list. Why the oversight? Gentleness makes it onto a lot of Saint Paul’s checklists, including 
his nine fruits of the Holy Spirit. Paul was sensitive to this virtue, perhaps because he could be 
pretty rough on fellow Christians who disappointed him! What would happen if you spent one 
day choosing the softer look, the more careful word, the gentler touch? Try it and find out. 
 

Today's readings: Amos 6:1a, 4-7; 1 Timothy 6:11-16; Luke 16:19-31 
“Pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness.”	
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reflection for Wednesday, October 2, 2019 
Memorial of the Holy Guardian Angels 
 

Stand by me 
Today the church gives a shout-out to guardian angels. “Beside each believer stands an angel as 

protector and shepherd leading him [or her] to life,” is how the Catholic catechism puts it. Whether 
you picture a comforting winged angel at your shoulder, or see your guardian angel as more of a 
metaphor for God’s loving care, great comfort can be found by relaxing into this protection. 

 

Today's readings: Exodus 23:20-23a; Matthew 18:1-5, 10 
"My angel will go in front of you.” 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reflection for Saturday, October 4, 2019 
Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi 
 

Faithful to the end 
Saint Francis of Assisi gave us two kinds of crosses. One is the San Damiano Cross, depicting 

the Crucifixion and its witnesses. It replicates the cross Francis prayed to when God said, “Rebuild 
my church.” The other is the simple T-shaped tau cross, made of wood—reminding us to be 
flexible and humble—which is the final letter of the old Hebrew alphabet (as omega is in Greek, 
when we say Christ is “Alpha and Omega”). Francis loved the tau and used it as his seal. The 
prophet Ezekiel said that those faithful to God at the end would be marked with a tau. Remember 
this Beatitude: Those who are last will be first with God. 
 

Today's readings: Baruch 1:15-22; Luke 10:13-16 
“Will you be exalted to heaven?” 

 

The reflections above are reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE OF OUR COMMUNITY IN NEED OF HEALING AND COMFORT 
 

Max Armstrong, Darrell Aucoin, Gladys Barton, John Baziuk, Bill Camier, Marilyn Crakewich, René Defries, Alice Edwards, 
John Foucart, Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Tracy Kingsland, Amanda Klaasen, 
Marie Mangin, Yvonne Mason, Deb McEnturff, Frances Mijker, Zonia Patson, Cynthia Patterson, Shirley Payment,           
James Polz, Owen Robertson, Janice Skene, Marilyn Warren and Helen Yankoski.   
 

ST. JAMES KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #4557 
30TH ANNUAL CHICKEN & RIB DINNER on Sunday, September 29th at St. John XXIII Parish Hall at 

6:00 p.m.  All are welcome.  You may obtain tickets from Bob Smith, Frank Barnes, Richard Carlyle, Lorne 
Kloepfer and other K of C Council members.  Tickets are $15.00 per adult and children 12 and under 
$7.00.  Join us for fellowship and a great dinner!  We thank you for your continued support of the St. 
James Knights of Columbus. 

K OF C RAFFLE TICKETS:  K of C Grey Cup and ICCD raffle tickets are available from members of the St. James Knights of 
Columbus.  Grey Cup Raffle Tickets are $5.00 each and ICCD Raffle Tickets are 3 for $5.00. 
 

SPIRITUALLY ADOPTED BABY PROGRAM:  The Knights of Columbus of St. James Council have launched their 
Spiritually Adopted Baby Program.  A Pro-Life display was set up last weekend just inside the south church entrance along 
with lapel pins and mini-roses for donations if desired.  Those who choose to Spiritually adopt are asked to pray each day 
over the next nine months.  On or around Mother’s Day 2020 proceeds and donations will be taken to VILLA ROSA.  Villa Rosa 
is a prenatal and postnatal residence in Winnipeg.  Villa Rosa was founded in 1898 by the Misericordia Sisters to provide a 
safe environment where young women could find shelter during their pregnancies.  Any single, pregnant woman or new 
mother in need may access their services.  In conjunction with the Mother’s Day presentation, our Knitting Group is already 
hard at work making items for the layettes that also will be donated.  If you would like to learn more about the Spiritually 
Adopted Baby program, please contact Jeff Lutz of the Knights of Columbus at 204-888-0343. 
 

KNITTING GROUP:  The next gathering of the Knitting/Crocheting Group will be held on 
Wednesday, October 2nd from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. downstairs in Room 10.  All women and men who 
can knit or crochet are invited to participate.  We can provide materials and even teach you, if you 
wish.  Over the years we have been creating "welcome baby" layettes to support mothers and 
babies assisted by Villa Rosa or Thrive Community Support Circle and sometimes for other 
worthwhile causes.  We greatly appreciate donations of yarn and other sewing materials.  For the 
2019-2020 term, our group will continue to meet on alternating Wednesday afternoons.  For further 
information, you may contact Beverly Hewitt at 204-885-1202 or bevhewitt@mymts.net  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
Week of September 15 – 21, 2019   Jeffrey Penner (health), requested by Rose Marie Penner 
Week of September 22 – 28, 2019   Special intentions of Paul and Joyce Sadaya 
Week of September 29 – October 5, 2019 This week is still available for an intention 
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a 
loved one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish 
Office.  The offering to cover one week (from Sunday through Saturday) is $25.00.   
 
PAD / OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES FOR 2019:  Parishioners are encouraged to register for pre-authorized debit.  
Visitors may use “My Offering” envelopes available at the church entrance.  New parishioners are encouraged to contact the 
parish office to register for pre-authorized debit or regular offering envelopes.  Kindly remember that parish upkeep and 
other regular expenses continue throughout the entire year.  Thank you for your support and generosity. 
 

“The bread that you have stored up belongs to the hungry; the cloak that lies in your chest belongs 
to the naked; the gold that you have hidden in the ground belongs to the poor.” — Saint Basil the Great 

 
“Abraham was hospitable, and so the sight of Lazarus with Abraham was meant to reproach 

the rich man for his own inhospitality.” — Saint John Chrysostom 


