
Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447  
Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

Office Hours: As announced in schedule 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.  
WEEKDAY LITURGIES 

Check the bulletin or website for the current schedule  
 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
Contact the parish office for assistance 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
Friday 3:15 p.m., Saturday 4:00 p.m. 
and/or as announced or by appointment 

 
 

PARISH BULLETIN 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – November 17, 2019 
SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE – November 24, 2019 

 

 
PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Administrative Assistant:  Joanna Mason 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-832-7175  joanna@johnxxiii.ca 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Head Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-9340  

 

Ministry Coordinator/Office Volunteer:  Lynda Hunt   Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7175  lynda@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Claude Precourt   
204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-898-1893  cfp3899@gmail.com 
  

Trustee:  William Gould          Fundraising and Development Committee    
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-832-7175   call if interested in serving  
 

Parish Stewardship Committee         Parish Pastoral Council 
Facilitator:  Loris Vendramelli        Facilitator:  Laurette Burch       
 204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net    
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

FAITH FORMATION:  Catechism sessions for children (K to Grade 8) are held on Sunday mornings, September through May,  
from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.  Periodically other programs, workshops, and/or study sessions are offered for adults.  
Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information and/or to register. 

 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact the parish office for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 



 2 

Excerpts from the Message of His Holiness Pope Francis 

THIRD WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – 17 November 2019 

 

The hope of the poor shall not perish for ever 
  

1. “The hope of the poor will not perish for ever” (Ps 9:19). 
These words of the Psalm remain timely. They express a profound truth that faith impresses above all on the hearts of the 
poor, restoring lost hope in the face of injustice, sufferings and the uncertainties of life. 

The Psalmist describes the condition of the poor and the arrogance of those who oppress them (cf. 10, 1-10). He invokes 
God’s judgment to restore justice and overcome evil (cf. 10, 14-15). In his words, we hear an echo of age-old questions. How 
can God tolerate this disparity? How can he let the poor be humiliated without coming to their aid? Why does he allow 
oppressors to prosper instead of condemning their conduct, especially in the light of the sufferings of the poor? 

The Psalm was composed at a time of great economic development that, as often happens, also led to serious social 
imbalances. The inequitable distribution of wealth created a significant number of poor people, whose condition appeared 
all the more dramatic in comparison with the wealth attained by a privileged few. The Psalmist, observing the situation, 
paints a picture as realistic as it is true. 

It was a time when arrogant and ungodly people hounded the poor, seeking to take possession even of what little they 
had, and to reduce them to bondage. The situation is not much different today. The economic crisis has not prevented large 
groups of people from accumulating fortunes that often appear all the more incongruous when, in the streets of our cities, 
we daily encounter great numbers of the poor who lack the bare necessities of life and are at times harassed and exploited. 
The words of Book of Revelation come to mind: “You say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing. You do not realize 
that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked” (Rev 3:17). The centuries pass, but the condition of rich and poor 
remains constant, as if history has taught us nothing. The words of the Psalm, then, are not about the past, but about our 
present, as it stands before God’s judgement. 

2. Today too, we must acknowledge many new forms of bondage that enslave millions of men, women, young people 
and children. 

Daily we encounter families forced to leave their homeland to seek a living elsewhere; orphans who have lost their 
parents or were violently torn from them by brutal means of exploitation; young people seeking professional fulfilment but 
prevented from employment by shortsighted economic policies; victims of different kinds of violence, ranging from 
prostitution to the narcotics trade, and profoundly demeaned. How can we overlook, too, the millions of immigrants who fall 
victim to any number of concealed interests, often exploited for political advantage, and are refused solidarity and equality? 
And all the homeless and ostracized persons who roam the streets of our cities? 

How many times do we see poor people rummaging through garbage bins to retrieve what others have discarded as 
superfluous, in the hope of finding something to live on or to wear! They themselves become part of a human garbage bin; 
they are treated as refuse, without the slightest sense of guilt on the part of those who are complicit in this scandal. 
Frequently judged parasites on society, the poor are not even forgiven their poverty. Judgment is always around the corner. 
They are not allowed to be timid or discouraged; they are seen as a threat or simply useless, simply because they are poor. 

To make matters worse, they can see no end to the tunnel of extreme poverty. We have come to the point of devising 
a hostile architecture aimed at ridding the streets of their presence, the last places left to them. They roam from one end of 
the city to the other in the hope of getting a job, a home, a sign of affection… The least offer becomes a ray of light; yet even 
where justice might be expected to prevail, they meet with violence and abuse. Forced to work endless hours under a burning 
sun to gather seasonal fruits, they receive ridiculously low pay. They labour in unsafe and inhuman conditions that prevent 
them from feeling on a par with others. They lack unemployment compensation, benefits, or even provision for sickness. 

The Psalmist describes with brutal realism the attitude of the rich who rob the poor: “They lie in wait that they may seize 
the poor… and drag them off in their net” (cf. Ps 10:9). As in a hunt, the poor are trapped, captured and enslaved. As a result, 
many of them become disheartened, hardened and anxious only to drop out of sight. In a word, we see before us a multitude 
of poor people often maligned and barely tolerated. They become for all effects invisible and their voice is no longer heard 
or heeded in society. Men and women who are increasingly strangers amid our houses and outcasts in our neighborhoods.  
[…] 

6. In closeness to the poor, the Church comes to realize that she is one people, spread throughout many nations and 
called to ensure that no one feels a stranger or outcast, for she includes everyone in a shared journey of salvation. The 
situation of the poor obliges us not to keep our distance from the body of the Lord, who suffers in them. Instead, we are 
called to touch his flesh and to be personally committed in offering a service that is an authentic form of evangelization. 
Commitment to the promotion of the poor, including their social promotion, is not foreign to the proclamation of the Gospel. 
On the contrary, it manifests the realism of Christian faith and its historical validity. The love that gives life to faith in Jesus 



 3 

makes it impossible for his disciples to remain enclosed in a stifling individualism or withdrawn into small circles of spiritual 
intimacy, with no influence on social life (cf. Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 183). 

Recently, we were saddened by the death of a great apostle of the poor, Jean Vanier, whose dedication opened up new 
ways of showing solidarity with the marginalized and working for their advancement. God gave Jean Vanier the gift of 
devoting his entire life to our brothers and sisters with grave disabilities, people whom society often tends to exclude. He 
was one of those saints “next door”; thanks to his enthusiasm, he gathered around himself great numbers of young people, 
men and women, who worked daily to give love and restore a smile to many vulnerable persons, offering them a true “ark” 
of salvation from marginalization and solitude. His witness changed the life of countless persons and helped the world to 
look differently at those less fortunate than ourselves. The cry of the poor was heard and produced an unwavering hope, 
creating visible and tangible signs of a concrete love that even today we can touch with our hands.  

7. “The option for those who are least, those whom society discards” (Evangelii Gaudium, 195) is a priority that Christ’s 
followers are called to pursue, so as not to impugn the Church’s credibility but to give real hope to many of our vulnerable 
brothers and sisters. Christian charity finds concrete expression in them, for by their compassion and their willingness to 
share the love of Christ with those in need, they are themselves strengthened and confirm the preaching of the Gospel. 

The involvement of Christians in this World Day of the Poor and especially in the events of everyday life, goes beyond 
initiatives of assistance. Praiseworthy and necessary as the latter may be, they should have the goal of encouraging in 
everyone a greater concern for individuals in any kind of distress. “Loving attentiveness is the beginning of true concern” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 199) for the poor and the promotion of their genuine welfare. It is not easy to be witnesses of Christian 
hope in the context of a consumerist culture, a culture of waste concerned only for the spread of a shallow and ephemeral 
wellbeing. A change of mentality is needed, in order to rediscover what is essential and to give substance and verve to the 
preaching of the kingdom of God. 

Hope is also communicated by the sense of fulfilment born of accompanying the poor not for a brief moment of 
enthusiasm, but through a constant commitment over time. The poor acquire genuine hope, not from seeing us gratified by 
giving them a few moments of our time, but from recognizing in our sacrifice an act of gratuitous love that seeks no reward. 

8. I ask the many volunteers, who merit recognition for being the first to see the importance of such concern for the 
poor, to persevere in their dedicated service. Dear brothers and sisters, I encourage you to seek, in every poor person whom 
you encounter, his or her true needs, not to stop at their most obvious material needs, but to discover their inner goodness, 
paying heed to their background and their way of expressing themselves, and in this way to initiate a true fraternal dialogue. 
Let us set aside the divisions born of ideological and political positions, and instead fix our gaze on what is essential, on 
what does not call for a flood of words, but a gaze of love and an outstretched hand. Never forget that “the worst 
discrimination which the poor suffer is the lack of spiritual care” (Evangelii Gaudium, 200). 

Before all else, the poor need God and his love, made visible by “the saints next door”, people who by the simplicity of 
their lives express clearly the power of Christian love. God uses any number of ways and countless means to reach people’s 
hearts. Certainly, the poor come to us also because we give them food, but what they really need is more than our offer of a 
warm meal or a sandwich. The poor need our hands, to be lifted up; our hearts, to feel anew the warmth of affection; our 
presence, to overcome loneliness. In a word, they need love. 

9. At times, very little is needed to restore hope. It is enough to stop for a moment, smile and listen. For once, let us set 
statistics aside: the poor are not statistics to cite when boasting of our works and projects. The poor are persons to be 
encountered; they are lonely, young and old, to be invited to our homes to share a meal; men women and children who look 
for a friendly word. The poor save us because they enable us to encounter the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the eyes of the world, it seems illogical to think that poverty and need can possess saving power. Yet that is the 
teaching of the Apostle, who tells us: “Not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God” (1 Cor 1:26-29). Looking at things from a human standpoint, we fail to 
see this saving power, but with the eyes of faith, we see it at work and experience it personally. In the heart of the pilgrim 
People of God there beats that saving power which excludes no one and involves everyone in a real journey pilgrimage of 
conversion, to recognize the poor and to love them.  […] 

If the disciples of the Lord Jesus wish to be genuine evangelizers, they must sow tangible seeds of hope. I ask all 
Christian communities, and all those who feel impelled to offer hope and consolation to the poor, to help ensure that 
this World Day of the Poor will encourage more and more people to cooperate effectively so that no one will feel deprived of 
closeness and solidarity. May you always treasure the words of the prophet who proclaims a different future: “For you who 
revere my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings” (Mal 3:20 [4:2]). 
 
From the Vatican, 13 June 2019        FRANCIS 
Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua             © Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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“Perseverance is the sister of patience, the daughter of constancy, the friend of peace, 
the cementer of friendships, the bond of harmony, and the bulwark of holiness.” 

— Saint Bernard of Clairvaux 
 

SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 17 – DECEMBER 1, 2019 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 

Sunday, November 17  THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – “WORLD DAY OF THE POOR” 
               *** Catholic Women’s League Membership Drive Weekend*** 

5:00 pm Saturday   MASS – Shirley Benedicto+ and José Maria+, requested by Juanito Tamayo 
9:00 am     MASS – Deceased members Strachan family, requested by Margaret and Jerome Strachan 
10:15 am    Catechism Classes (gather and pickup children in the parish hall) 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

 

 

Monday, November 18  FERIAL 
Parish office closed Monday 

7:00 pm     Knights of Columbus Executive Meeting (in room 12) 
 

Tuesday, November 19  FERIAL 
9:00 am     Recitation of the Rosary   
9:15 am     MASS – Tirso Palencia+ & Ma. Paz Solmirano+, req. by Gileen Gabriel & Dianna Jardeleza 
10:00 am – 12:00 noon Office open in the morning 
10:00 am    Al-Anon Meeting (in room 12) 
5:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to attend a board meeting of the Manitoba Multifaith Council 
 

Wednesday, November 20 FERIAL 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon   
1:00 pm     Knitting Group Gathering (in room 10) 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Glen Harper+, requested by Mona Harper 
 

Thursday, November 21  MEMORIAL: THE PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon  
2:00 pm     MASS at Heritage Lodge LTC, 3555 Portage Avenue  

   – Fr. Raphael Glofcheski+ (bequest) 
 

Friday, November 22   MEMORIAL: SAINT CECILIA, Virgin, Martyr 
10:45 am    MASS at Sturgeon Creek I Retirement Residence, 10 Hallonquist Drive 
          – Carol Arnason+, requested by Sharon and John Camier 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon   
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 
 

Saturday, November 23  FERIAL 
10:00 am    SYNOD IMPLEMENTATION WORKSHOP at Good Shepherd Parish, Portage la Prairie 
 

 

5:00 pm     MASS – Manuel Sigue+, requested by Joy Sigue 
 

Sunday, November 24  SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
9:00 am     MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

        10:15 am    Catechism classes (gather and pick up children in the parish hall) 
11:45 am    MASS – Albin Joseph Polz+, requested by Gwen and Malcolm Broughton 
1:15 pm     Confirmation Preparation Session (in room 12) 
 

 

Monday, November 25  FERIAL 
      Parish office closed Monday 
 

Tuesday, November 26  FERIAL 
10:00 am – 12:00 noon Office open in the morning 
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10:00 am    Al-Anon Meeting (in room 12) 
10:30 am    MASS with St. Charles Catholic School at St. Charles Church (All welcome) 
 

Wednesday, November 27 FERIAL 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office open in the afternoon   
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Lavinia Novak+, requested by Larrie and Florence Pushka 
 

Thursday, November 28  FERIAL 
      Parish office closed Thursday 

 

Friday, November 29   FERIAL 
9:00 am     Recitation of the Rosary   
9:15 am     MASS – Harold and Christopher Patson+, requested by Zonia Patson 
10:00 am – 4:00 pm  Office open 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy (in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm  RUMMAGE SALE (in the parish hall) 

 

Saturday, November 30  FEAST: SAINT ANDREW, Apostle 
5:00 pm     MASS – Leon and Agnes Precourt+, requested by Claude and Pat Precourt 

 

Sunday, December 1   FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – LECTIONARY CYCLE YEAR A  
9:00 am     MASS – Adam West+, requested by Daniela Loredana 
10:00 am    Children’s Choir Practice (in the main worship space) 
10:30 am    Catechism Classes (gather first in church and pickup children after class in the parish hall) 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

 

 

Reflection for Sunday, November 17, 2019 
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Readings: Malachi 4.1-2; 2 Thessalonians 3.7-12; Luke 21.5-19 
 

A FRIGHTENING PICTURE – by Gerald Darring  
As we approach the end of the liturgical year, today’s liturgy paints a 

frightening picture of the end time: nation rising against nation, plagues 
and famines, fearful omens and great signs, persecutions and trials. The 
biblical “day of the Lord” will be a time “when all the proud and all 
evildoers will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire.” 

There is no biblical basis for a hope in inevitable progress. Nowhere 
in the Bible does it say that things will gradually get better until at last the 
kingdom is present, and in fact it is closer to the biblical truth to say that 
things will get worse before they get better. 

Consider, for example, the matter of deaths caused by war: in the 
18th century, about 4 million people died in wars; in the 19th century, 
about 8 million people died in wars; in the 20th century, nearly 100 million 
people died in wars. 

We know that the Lord comes to rule the earth with justice. The 
scales will be balanced in the end, and in the meantime we must live out 
our faith that God’s plans for us are peace and not disaster. 
 

“In today’s world, including the world of economics, the prevailing picture is one destined to lead us more quickly toward 
death rather than one of concern for true development which would lead all toward a more human life.” 

- John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 1987, paragraph 24 
 

The above reflection is an excerpt from To Love and Serve: Lectionary Based Meditations, by Gerald Darring 
 

THE WORD AMONG US DAILY MEDITATIONS FOR CATHOLICS 
Copies of the Advent 2019 issue are available in the parish office.  Price $5.00 each CAD. 

The most popular and best value for parishioners!  Daily Scripture readings and prayers from the Liturgy. 
Daily meditations.  Canadian Edition with CCCB approved Mass readings. 
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Advent is just around the corner! 
Living with Christ 

SUNDAY MISSAL 2019 – 2020 
Now Available at the parish office - Price $6.00 each 

 

New English translation of the Roman Missal, COMPLETE Scripture readings for Sunday Masses, Musical 
acclamations by Canadian composers, Reflections for all Sunday liturgies, Monthly Calendar of Saints, 
Inspiration from the Saints, Papal Prayer Intentions for each month of the year, Guide to celebrating the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Prayers for various occasions, Hymns, Living with Christ is completely edited and 
produced in Canada.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Reflection for Sunday, November 24, 2019 
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
 

Readings: 2 Samuel 5.1-3; Colossians 1.12-20; Luke 23.35-43  
 

PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION   
WITHIN THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS – by Ron Rolheiser 

 

“Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” 
(Lk 23:43) 

 

When I was a child, as part of our family prayer, we used to pray 
for a happy death. In my young mind, I had a certain conception of what 
that might look like. A happy death would be to die inside of grace, 
cradled warmly in the loving arms of family and church, fully at peace 
with God and others, having had time to speak some final words of love 
and gratitude. 

Not many people get to die like that. Accidents, unfortunate 
circumstance, and the complexity of human relationships conspire so 
that often people die in less-than-ideal situations—angry, 
compromised, unforgiving, bitter, immature, unreconciled. Sometimes too the very cause of death speaks of lack of peace: 
drunkenness, an overdose of drugs, depression, recklessness, suicide. Death often catches people before they have had time 
to do and say the things that should have been done and said. Invariably there is some unfinished business. 

We all know examples of this:  a man dead in an accident whose last words to his family were ones of anger; a woman 
dead of an overdose who hasn’t talked to her family in years; a colleague dead by his own hand, a friend who dies bitter, 
unable to forgive; or even simply the loved one who’s taken away before he or she has had the chance to speak some last 
words of love and farewell. Rarely do people die with no unfinished business. 

The pain of this can linger for a long time. I remember providing counseling, in my early years of priesthood, for a man 
in his fifties who still carried pain and guilt from his mother’s death more than forty years previous. He had been taken to his 
mother’s bedside in the hospital, but wasn’t aware that she was dying. She had asked him to give her a hug and he, a child, 
frightened and reticent, had backed away. The next day she died and thus his last memory of his mother was his refusing to 
hug her. When I met him it was forty years later and he still hadn’t made peace with that. 

Many of us have had persons die who were close to us, and with whom we had unfinished business: a hurt that was 
never reconciled, an injustice that was never rectified, a bitterness that never softened. Death had now separated us and the 
unfinished business remained precisely unfinished and we are left saying: “If only there was another chance!” 

Well, there is another chance. One of our wonderful, albeit neglected, Christian doctrines is our belief in the communion 
of the saints. It’s a doctrine that’s enshrined in the creed itself and it asks us to believe that we are still in vital communication 
with those who have died. Moreover, it tells us that the communication we now have with them is free from many of the 
tensions that colored our relationship with them while they were still alive. 

Hence, to believe in the communion of saints is to believe that we can still tend to unfinished business in our 
relationships, even after death. Simply put, we can still talk to those who have died and we can, even now, say the words of 
love, forgiveness, gratitude, and regret that ideally we should have spoken earlier. Indeed, inside the communion of saints 
the reconciliation that always eluded us while that person was alive can now more easily take place.  
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Why?  Because inside the communion of saints, after death, our communication is privileged. Death washes clean. It 
clarifies perspective and takes away a lot of relational tensions. Why do I say this? Both because our faith and our experience 
teach us this. 

For example, all of us have experienced situations inside a family, a friendship circle, a community, or a group of 
colleagues, where a bitter difference grows up and festers so that eventually there is an unresolvable tension. Things have 
happened that can no longer be undone. Then someone in the family or community dies and that death changes everything. 
In a strange way the death brings with it a clarity, a peace, and a charity which, prior to it, were not possible. Why is this? It’s 
not simply because the death has changed the chemistry of the group or because, as we may simplistically conclude, the 
source of the tension or bitterness has died. It happens because, as Luke teaches in his Passion narrative, death can wash 
things clean. Death releases forgiveness, in the same way Jesus forgave the good thief as he died upon the cross. 

This can be an immense consolation to us. What we can’t bring to wholeness in this life can, if we are attentive to the 
communion of saints, be completed afterwards. We still have communication, privileged communication, with our loved ones 
after death. Among the marvels of that lies the fact that we still have a chance after death to fix the things we were powerless 
to mend before death took a loved one away. 
 

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser.  
Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio Texas.  

He can be contacted through his web site, www.ronrolheiser.com. 
 

Artwork – Ecce Homo by Caravaggio, 1605/6 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
Week of November 17 – 23, 2019  Erin Penner (health), requested by Rose Penner 
Week of November 24 – 30, 2019  Godofredo Avila+, requested by Catherine Neameyer  
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a 
loved one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish 
Office.  The offering to cover one week (from Sunday through Saturday) is $25.00.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE OF OUR COMMUNITY IN NEED OF HEALING AND COMFORT 
 

Max Armstrong, Darrell Aucoin, Gladys Barton, John Baziuk, Bill Camier, Marilyn Crakewich, René Defries, Alice Edwards, 
John Foucart, Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Tracy Kingsland, Amanda Klaasen, 
Marie Mangin, Yvonne Mason, Deb McEnturff, Frances Mijker, Zonia Patson, Cynthia Patterson, Shirley Payment,           
James Polz, Owen Robertson, Janice Skene and Helen Yankoski.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS TREE APPEAL 2019  
Given overwhelming support last year and inquiries already being received this year, 

we once again are soliciting donations for our second “Memorial Christmas Tree Appeal”. 
Those who have lost loved ones are invited to make a minimum donation of $25 towards 
each ornament to be placed on the large Christmas tree which will be located in the 
sanctuary near the altar this Christmas. If we run out of space on the large tree, further 
ornaments may be placed on trees around the Christmas manger scene in the Guadalupe 
Room.  

The names of your departed loved ones will be specially printed onto ribbons to be 
attached to each Christmas tree ornament. Immediately following Mass on Wednesday 
evening, December 18th, we plan to place all the ornaments donated onto our Memorial 
Christmas Trees and officially turn on the Christmas tree lights.  
A special Mass intention will be offered on Christmas Day, December 25th for the repose 
of the souls of all those remembered on our Memorial Christmas Trees.  

The ornaments will remain on the Christmas trees throughout the entire Christmas Season until Sunday, January 12, 
2020 which is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. If they wish, at the end of the Christmas Season those who have 
contributed to the Memorial Christmas Tree Appeal may take home the ornaments they have donated.  

For Memorial Christmas Tree Appeal envelopes and further information, please stop by the parish office after Sunday 
liturgies or during regular office hours. Thank you for your support.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS OUTREACH AND FUNDRAISERS:  At the time of the printing of this bulletin details have yet 
to be confirmed for other various charitable and fundraising efforts to take place during the coming Advent and Christmas 
seasons.  Formal announcements and pertinent details of these will be made to the community by the beginning of Advent. 



 8 

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE is the voice of catholic women expressing their values and 
promoting dignity and justice for all.  The St. James Assiniboia CWL has a year planned with many exciting 
speakers and projects.  Please consider becoming a part of our organization.  Our membership drive is being 
held at Saint John XXIII Parish on November 16 and 17.  There will be representatives of the CWL available 
to answer your questions before and after each Mass that weekend.  Cost of yearly membership is $30.00.  
During registration we will begin holding a SOCK DRIVE for the End Homelessness Winnipeg Expo. 
 

ST. CHARLES CATHOLIC SCHOOL SUPPORT 
In order to satisfy our obligation to support Saint Charles Catholic School (SCCS), we are making a concerted effort to 

solicit and encourage donations specifically earmarked to SCCS especially to help cover tuition bursaries.   
 

If you are willing to make a special monetary contribution to the support of Saint Charles Catholic School, please use 
a “DONATION (specify) ……..” envelope available in the pamphlet rack at the south church entrance or from the parish office.  
Please make cheques payable to St. John XXIII Parish and specify that your donation is for “ST. CHARLES SCHOOL”.   

 

 

PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:  Our next Confirmation Preparation Session is 
scheduled for Sunday afternoon, November 24th at 1:15 p.m. downstairs in Room 12.  Youth, their parents (and interested 
catholic adults not yet confirmed) who wish to prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2020 and have not yet 
registered should contact Sharon Camier a.s.a.p. and do their utmost to join us on November 24th. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PROPHETS OF HOPE:  Life's Vision and the Knights of Columbus of St. Emile Parish are hosting the International Speaker 
& Filmmaker Kevin Dunn for an evening exposing the ethical landslide around assisted dying laws throughout the world and 
what we can do to protect ourselves and others from falling prey to the ideology that says some lives are no longer worth 
living.  Kevin Dunn is an award-winning filmmaker and international speaker whose works on the dignity of the human person 
have touched the hearts and minds of thousands around the world.  In his new presentation: Prophets of Hope: Living, Dying 
and the Power of Presence, he shares the most powerful moments from his recent films, along with his personal testimony 
as father and pro-life advocate.  Join us Monday, November 25th at 7:00 p.m. at St. Emile Parish, 556 St. Anne’s Road, 
Winnipeg.  The evening is free however a goodwill offering will be collected to assist Kevin in his mission. Kevin will also be 
speaking in Portage La Prairie of Tuesday, November 26th and in Brandon on Wednesday, November 27th. Everyone is 
welcome!  For more information, contact the Life's Vision Office at 204-233-8047 or visit www.kevindunn.info. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EVERYONE COME – ADVENT RETREAT:  We are blessed to have Reverend Yolando Gamallo, Pastor of St. John Cantius 
in Winnipeg, lead us in a retreat to prepare for the Season of Advent on Friday, November 29, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m.  at St. John Cantius Church, 846 Burrows Avenue, Winnipeg.  Time for quiet prayer and faith sharing.  The retreat starts 
with Mass and includes coffee and light meal.   Please register online by Monday, November 18, 2019.  For more information, 
contact catechetics@archwinnipeg.ca or go to www.archwinnipeg.ca and to the Events Calendar under News. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

RUMMAGE SALE: The next rummage sale will be held on Friday, November 29, 2019 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Saint 
John XXIII Parish Hall (gym). We are grateful for your donations of items for sale. Jewellery sells especially well. (N.B.: We 
can't use old TV sets or large items.) We always welcome more volunteers to set up in the morning, during the sale itself, and 
especially to pack items away in the evening after the sale. Please bring your items to the church during office hours.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Once again, we are forming a Children’s Choir to sing before and 
during the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve, December 24th.  Rehearsals will be held on 
Sunday mornings from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. on December 1st, 8th and 15th.  A “dress 
rehearsal” date and time still needs to be determined.  Children enrolled in our parish 
catechism program and other interested younger folk are welcome to participate.  Parents 
may contact Sharon Camier for further information.   
 

_For other news and events in and around the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, please see information posted on 
bulletin boards at the north and south entrances of the church and/or go to the website: www.archwinnipeg.ca 

 

PAD / OFFERING ENVELOPES:  Parishioners are encouraged to register for pre-authorized debit.  Visitors may use “My 
Offering” envelopes available at the church entrance.  New parishioners are encouraged to contact the parish office to 
register for pre-authorized debit or regular offering envelopes.  Kindly remember that parish upkeep and other regular 
expenses continue throughout the entire year.  Thank you for your support and generosity. 


