
 

 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447  
Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

Office Hours: As announced in schedule 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

PUBLIC SUNDAY MASSES ARE SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 
 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
PUBLIC WEEKDAY MASSES ARE SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
As circumstances permit, when the Pastor is available  
during announced office hours and/or by appointment 

 
 

PARISH BULLETIN 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – March 29, 2020 

 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Administrative Assistant:  Joanna Mason 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-832-7175  joanna@johnxxiii.ca 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Head Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-9340  

 

Ministry Coordinator/Office Volunteer:  Lynda Hunt   Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7175  lynda@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Claude Precourt   
204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-898-1893  cfp3899@gmail.com 
  

Trustee:  William Gould          Fundraising and Development Committee    
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-832-7175   call if interested in serving  
 

Parish Stewardship Committee         Parish Pastoral Council 
Facilitator:  Loris Vendramelli        Facilitator:  Laurette Burch       
 204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net   
 

 

As of March 18, 2020, Archbishop Richard Gagnon has decreed a number of important protocols to 
prevent the further spread of the COVID-19 Virus including the SUSPENSION OF ALL PUBLIC MASSES on 

Sundays and weekdays until and including Sunday, April 26, 2020.  For further information,  
please go to the Archdiocesan website at www.archwinnipeg.ca 

 

While public gatherings of the faithful are suspended, our parishioners are encouraged to remain 
connected to the parish by offering their prayers and sacrifices in Spiritual Communion  

with the Lord and one another.  Please see inside this bulletin for further information on Masses 
offered in private and other various opportunities to unite in prayer for the Church and the world. 
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In accordance with the COVID-19 protocols now in place, 
our Pastor will offer all Masses in private this week. 

 

As circumstances permit, Sunday Masses celebrated in private presided by our parish priest 
will be live-streamed and/or posted online via YouTube.  

To access our parish YouTube Channel, 
go to the home page of our parish website www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

On the weekends of Sunday, March 29 and Sunday, April 5 
Mass will be offered “Pro populo”, i.e. for the intentions of parishioners. 

 

In addition to joining everyone in prayer each day for all those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,  
as circumstances permit, Mass will be offered in private on weekdays for the following intentions: 

 

John Mangin+, requested by the Mangin family 
Nyenyezi Seina Kabasha+, requested by Joanna Mason 
Robert Mozol+, requested by John and Colette Mozol 
Elvenia Morain+, requested by Margaret and Jerome Strachan 
Alicia Ymas+, requested by the Minerva family 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
Week of March 29 – April 4, 2020 For the intentions of all those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a loved 
one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish Office.  The 
offering to cover one week (from Sunday through Saturday) is $25.00.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE OF OUR COMMUNITY IN NEED OF HEALING AND COMFORT 
 

Darrell Aucoin, Gladys Barton, Annette and Maynard Bates, John Baziuk, Catherine Blaquera, 
Bill Camier, Marilyn Crakewich, René Defries, Alice Edwards, John Foucart, Audrey Fraser, 
Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Tracy Kingsland, 
Amanda Klaasen, Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Yvonne Mason, Deb McEnturff, Frances 
Mijker, Zonia Patson, Cynthia Patterson, Shirley Payment, James Polz, Larrie Pushka, Owen 
Robertson, Janice Skene, Joe Wallack and Helen Yankoski, and all those infected/affected by 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
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CHURCH ACCESSIBILITY 
 

As circumstances permit, our parish office at Saint John XXIII will continue operating on reduced hours so as to 
respond to the needs of our parishioners and to allow people to come to church to pray privately.  
 

In order to prevent the further spread of COVID-19, please follow all required washing and sanitizing requirements 
and social distancing as practical steps in fulfilling our mutual responsibility towards one another. 
 

Please note that our seniors or those who have serious medical conditions are encouraged to REMAIN AT HOME 
as a form of required social distancing.  As well, those who have recently returned to Canada are asked to self-
isolate for 14 days in accordance with the directives of our civil authorities. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK:                   These hours may be subject to change 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday afternoons (March 31 to April 3, 2020) from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 

 
STATEMENT BY THE CANADIAN CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 

ON THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 
March 13, 2020 

 

A unique and special time for prayer, hope and care 
 

Together with all Canadians, the Catholic Bishops of Canada are following with deep concern the current developments 
in Canada and throughout the world regarding the rapid global spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) which can in certain cases 
be the cause of serious illness and even death. 

The pandemic is now also spreading across Canada. This new virus is understandably a source of anxiety and fear for 
many. Practical information on responding to the virus and mitigating its spread is available from local public health officials, 
as well as from the federal and provincial governments, and should be heeded. Catholic faithful are invited to consult their 
local diocesan/eparchial websites for the preventive measures to be followed for pastoral care and liturgies. Concern for each 
person and the common good must always be paramount. 

As Catholics, we see in every illness a reminder of our own mortality, as well as an invitation to share in Christ’s ministry 
of healing. In the face of suffering and sickness, Christians are to be credible witnesses to the Lord’s enduring love, providence 
and power in our midst. His mercy and care are always present and available. 

We will soon be celebrating Easter – Christ’s triumph over death as the Lord of life and the source of ever-lasting hope. 
The spread of the COVID-19 virus is a moment for Catholics to offer special prayers of intercession for the healing of those 
infected, for the protection of the elderly and infirm who are at greatest risk, for the prevention of the disease’s spread, and 
for the courage and strength of care providers who minister to the sick, their families and those most in need. 

In keeping with Our Lord’s teaching, and as part of the sacred tradition for Lent, it is appropriate whenever possible that 
our prayer be strengthened by fasting, by other expressions of Christian charity or works of spiritual and corporal mercy. 

We entrust our country and especially those affected, as well as their loved ones and caretakers, to the powerful and 
maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary, Mother of Christ and ours. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ON REFLECTION AND PRAYER DURING CORONAVIRUS 
Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops,  

on March 13, 2020 issued the following regarding Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
 

With the worldwide outbreak of the coronavirus, we are confronted once more with the fragility of our lives, and again 
we are reminded of our common humanity — that the peoples of this world are our brothers and sisters, that we are all one 
family under God. 

God does not abandon us, he goes with us even now in this time of trial and testing. In this moment, it is important for 
us to anchor our hearts in the hope that we have in Jesus Christ. Now is the time to intensify our prayers and sacrifices for 
the love of God and the love of our neighbor. Let us draw closer to one another in our love for him, and rediscover the things 
that truly matter in our lives. 

United with our Holy Father Pope Francis, let us pray in solidarity for our brothers and sisters here and around the world 
who are sick. Let us pray for those who have lost loved ones to this virus. May God console them and grant them peace. 
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We pray also for doctors, nurses, and caregivers, for public health officials and all civic leaders. May God grant them 
courage and prudence as they seek to respond to this emergency with compassion and in service to the common good. 

In this time of need, I invite all the faithful to seek together the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and I 
share this prayer with you:   

 
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.  
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, 
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

 

Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 

 

For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
 

In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 

 

We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 
 

 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
PRAYER DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

 

We pray to the Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing the sick. 
We ask for strength in body, mind and spirit for all those who are sick with the coronavirus. 

We pray especially for those who are greatly weakened by this virus;  
enable them to regain their health. 

We remember also those who have died due to its effects.   
Assist all those in the medical field who treat people with this malady  

and those doing research to find a cure. 
We ask, Lord, that through your grace,  

the spread of this virus within communities in Canada and throughout the world  
will be restricted and eliminated and that our Christian communities  
may joyfully proclaim the Good News you have entrusted to them.   

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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LIVE-STREAMED MASSES 
A private Mass will be celebrated each Sunday from St. Mary’s Cathedral at 11:00 a.m.  

“LIVE-STREAMED” at our archdiocesan website www.archwinnipeg.ca 
 

 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

      My Jesus,  
      I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
    I love you above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
    Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
    I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
     I embrace you as if you were already there 
     and unite myself to you completely. 
     Never permit me to be separated from you. 
       Amen.                    – attributed to Saint Alphonsus Liguori 
 

 
Go to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website www.archwinnipeg.ca for information on  

how to practice SPIRITUAL COMMUNION and many other resources for prayer and reflection. 
 

 
Reflection for Sunday, March 29, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Readings: Ezekiel 37.12-14; Romans 8.8-11; John 11.1-45  
 
THE PROBLEM OF SUFFERING AND EVIL 
Written by Ron Rolheiser 
 

How can there be an all-loving and an all-powerful God if there 
is so much suffering and evil in our world? 
 

Perhaps that is the most difficult religious question of all time. 
Why does God not act in the face of suffering? Why do bad things 
happen with seemingly no response from God? In a famous 
book, After Auschwitz, Richard Rubenstein asks how it is even 
possible for a Jew to believe in God after the holocaust. How can 
we believe in God in the face of God’s seeming inaction in the 
face of suffering and evil? 
 

There have been countless attempts to answer this question, not least inside the tortured experience of those who are 
suffering. There have also been many attempts at offering some kind of acceptable theoretical explanation.  For 
example, Harold Kushner (When Bad Things Happen to Good People), writing as a Jewish rabbi, tries to answer the 
question by defending God’s love and goodness at the expense of his power. Essentially, God would help us if he could, 
Kushner believes, but God isn’t all-powerful. Innocent suffering exists not because God cannot stop it. 
 

Peter Kreeft, CS Lewis, and Teilhard de Chardin, among others, have written insightful books on this question from 
inside Christian theology. Christians believe that what is ultimately at stake is human freedom and God’s respect for it. 
God gives us freedom and (unlike most everyone else) refuses to violate it, even when it would seem beneficial to do 
so.  
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That leaves us in a lot of pain at times, but, as Jesus reveals, God is not so much a rescuing God as a redeeming one. 
God does not protect us from pain, but instead enters it and ultimately redeems it. That might sound simplistic in the 
face of real death and evil, but it is not. We see a powerful illustration of this in Jesus’ reaction to the death of Lazarus. 
In essence, this is how the Gospels tell that story: 
 

The sisters of Lazarus, Martha and Mary, send word to Jesus telling him that “the man you love” is gravely ill. Curiously 
though, Jesus does not immediately rush off to see Lazarus. Instead he stays where he is for two more days, until Lazarus 
is dead, and then sets off to see him. When he arrives near the house, he is met by Martha who says to him: “If you had 
been here, my brother would not have died!” Basically her question is: “Where were you? Why didn’t you come and 
heal him?” Jesus does not answer her question but instead assures her that Lazarus will live in some deeper way. 
 

Martha then goes and calls her sister, Mary. When Mary arrives she repeats the identical words to Jesus that Martha 
had spoken: “If you had been here my brother would not have died!” However, coming out of Mary’s mouth, these 
words mean something else, something deeper.  
 

Mary is asking the universal, timeless question about suffering and God’s seeming absence. Her query (“Where were 
you when my brother died?”) asks that question for everyone: Where is God when innocent people suffer? Where was 
God during the holocaust? Where is God when anyone’s brother dies? 
 

Curiously, Jesus does not engage the question, at least in theory; instead he becomes distressed and asks: “Where have 
you put him?” And when they offer to show him, he begins to weep. His answer to suffering: he enters into peoples’ 
helplessness and pain. Afterwards, he raises Lazarus from the dead. 
 

And what we see here will occur in the same way between Jesus and his Father. The Father does not save Jesus from 
death on the cross even when he is jeered and mocked there. Instead the Father allows him to die on the cross and 
then raises him up afterwards. 
 

The lesson in these deaths and raisings might be put this way: the God we believe in doesn’t necessarily intervene and 
rescue us from suffering and death (although we are invited to pray for that). Instead he redeems our suffering 
afterwards. 
 

God’s seeming indifference to suffering is not so much a mystery—one that leaves the mind befuddled as a mystery 
which makes sense only if you give yourself over in a certain level of trust. Forgiveness and faith work the same.  
 

You have to roll the dice in trust. Nothing else can give you an answer. 
 

And I do not say this glibly. I know too many people who have been hurt, brutally and unfairly, in ways that make it 
difficult for them to accept that there is an all-powerful God who cares. 
 

But sometimes the only answer to the question of suffering and evil is the one Jesus gave to Mary and Martha—shared 
helplessness, shared distress, and shared tears, with no attempt to try to explain God’s seeming absence, but rather a 
trusting that, because God is all-loving and all-powerful, in the end all shall be well and our pain will someday be 
redeemed in God’s embrace.                                  – Ron Rolheiser 
 

Taken from The Sunday Website at Saint Louis University, www.liturgy.slu.edu 
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser.  Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving 

as President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio Texas. 
He can be contacted through his web site, www.ronrolheiser.com. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NEW PARISH OFFERTORY OPTIONS 
 

In addition to the physical and spiritual suffering caused by the current pandemic, the financial stress on all citizens and 
their families, businesses and society at large, is no small cross to bear.  Ongoing financial and other temporal concerns 
also affect the ongoing life of various faith communities all around the world.  At this time, we remind our parishioners 
that Saint John XXIII Parish continues to struggle to meet its financial obligations.  Even as public Masses are suspended, 
we still have financial obligations to fulfill.   
 

Your offertory donations may be dropped off at the church during announced office hours or you may 
mail your contribution to the parish via CANADA POST.  Alternatively, we encourage you to register 
for PRE-AUTHORIZED DEBIT.  Please contact Joanna Mason at the parish office for assistance. 
 

If you wish to donate ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org has been added to our parish website.  Go to 
www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page. 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE (CARITAS CANADA) 
As the global human family faces the COVID-19 pandemic, Development and Peace — Caritas Canada wishes its 

members, donors and partner organizations the best of health and resilience. Our thoughts are especially with 
communities of the Global South whose hardships are compounded by this crisis. 
 

Share Lent 2020: In-person activities on hold 
Following the advice of public health authorities, we at Development and Peace have made the decision to cancel 

or postpone all our in-person meetings and events across Canada. Each year, our dedicated members bring our Share 
Lent campaign to life by organizing workshops, fundraising activities, speaking events and more in parishes and schools 
to highlight our campaign and to raise the funds needed to help millions of people around the world. Even though this 
is an important time for fundraising and building our movement at Development and Peace, we must put health, safety 
and the common good first. 
 

A virtual campaign 
During this difficult time, the need to support one another is more present than ever, particularly for our sisters 

and brothers in the Global South, whose struggles will be multiplied by this pandemic. As such, we will continue our 
Share Lent journey of solidarity virtually. We will remain in close contact by providing content and resources so that 
you can experience the spiritual renewal of Lent online and show your solidarity with those who need it most. 
 

Your support is vital 
As Church closures are already impacting collections in parishes across Canada, we are asking for donations by mail, 
phone or online: 
  

Send a cheque to Development and Peace, 
1425 René-Lévesque Blvd. West, 3rd Floor, Montreal (Quebec) H3G 1T7 
  

Call to donate: 1-888 664-3387  Website: www.devp.org 
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THE HOLY SEE’S DECREE ON THE GRANTING SPECIAL INDULGENCES 
TO THE FAITHFUL DURING THE CURRENT COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 
In a memorandum to parishes dated March 20, 2020 Archbishop Gagnon asked that information about the granting of special 
indulgences be made known to parishioners. 
 

The gift of special Indulgences is granted to the faithful suffering from COVID-19 disease, commonly known as 
Coronavirus, as well as to health care workers, family members and all those who in any capacity, including through prayer, 
care for them.  

 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” (Rom 12: 12). The words written by Saint Paul to the Church of 
Rome resonate throughout the entire history of the Church and guide the judgment of the faithful in the face of all suffering, 
sickness and calamity.  

The present moment in which the whole of humanity, threatened by an invisible and insidious disease, which for some 
time now has become part of all our lives, is marked day after day by anguished fears, new uncertainties and above all 
widespread physical and moral suffering.  

The Church, following the example of her Divine Master, has always had the care of the sick at heart. As Saint John Paul 
II points out, the value of human suffering is twofold: “It is supernatural because it is rooted in the divine mystery of the 
Redemption of the world, and it is likewise deeply human, because in it the person discovers himself, his own humanity, his 
own dignity, his own mission” (Apostolic Letter Salvifici Doloris, 31).  

Pope Francis, too, in these recent days, has shown his paternal closeness and renewed his invitation to pray incessantly 
for those who are sick with the Coronavirus.  

So that all those who suffer because of COVID-19, precisely in the mystery of this suffering, may rediscover “the same 
redemptive suffering of Christ” (ibid., 30), this Apostolic Penitentiary, ex auctoritate Summi Pontificis, trusting in the word of 
Christ the Lord and considering with a spirit of faith the epidemic currently underway, to be lived in a spirit of personal 
conversion, grants the gift of Indulgences in accordance with the following disposition.  

The Plenary Indulgence is granted to the faithful suffering from Coronavirus, who are subject to quarantine by order of 
the health authority in hospitals or in their own homes if, with a spirit detached from any sin, they unite spiritually through 
the media to the celebration of Holy Mass, the recitation of the Holy Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or 
other forms of devotion, or if at least they will recite the Creed, the Lord's Prayer and a pious invocation to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, offering this trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity towards their brothers and sisters, with the will to fulfil the usual 
conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer according to the Holy Father's intentions), as soon as 
possible.  

Health care workers, family members and all those who, following the example of the Good Samaritan, exposing 
themselves to the risk of contagion, care for the sick of Coronavirus according to the words of the divine Redeemer: “Greater 
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 15: 13), will obtain the same gift of the Plenary 
Indulgence under the same conditions.  

This Apostolic Penitentiary also willingly grants a Plenary Indulgence under the same conditions on the occasion of the 
current world epidemic, also to those faithful who offer a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading 
the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or the recitation of the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, 
or the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who 
are afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has called to Himself.  

The Church prays for those who find themselves unable to receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and of the 
Viaticum, entrusting each and every one to divine Mercy by virtue of the communion of saints and granting the faithful a 
Plenary Indulgence on the point of death, provided that they are duly disposed and have recited a few prayers during their 
lifetime (in this case the Church makes up for the three usual conditions required). For the attainment of this indulgence the 
use of the crucifix or the cross is recommended (cf. Enchiridion indulgentiarum, no.12).  

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and of the Church, Health of the Sick and Help of Christians, our Advocate, 
help suffering humanity, saving us from the evil of this pandemic and obtaining for us every good necessary for our salvation 
and sanctification.  

 

The present Decree is valid notwithstanding any provision to the contrary.  
 

Given in Rome, from the seat of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 19 March 2020.  
 

Mauro Cardinal Piacenza        Krzysztof Nykiel 
Major Penitentiary         Regent  


