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In this time of the Covid-19 pandemic,  

Priests may celebrate the rites of Holy Week and the Sacred Paschal Triduum,  
though without the physical participation of the faithful. 

The faithful should be informed of the beginning times of the celebrations 
so that they can prayerfully unite themselves in their homes. 

 
All are kindly asked to please take some time to respect the call  

for prayerful SILENCE both before and after the liturgy. 
 
ENTRANCE PROCESSION 
 

The Priest and assisting ministers enter.   
All may kneel while the Priest prostrates himself before the altar. 



 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
 
PRAYER 
 

 The Priest goes to the chair and says a prayer to which all respond:  Amen.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 52.13 - 53.12 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 31               Sunday Missal LWC p. 272 
  

Refrain:    Father, into your hands I commend my spirit. 
 

Music: © 2009 Gordon Johnston/Novalis 
 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 4.14-16; 5.7-9 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Philippians 2.8-9                         Gather 179 
   

Cantor:  Glory, praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  People:  Glory, praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

   Verse:   Christ became obedient for us to death, even death on a Cross. 
      Therefore God exalted him and gave him the name above every name. 
 

  People:  Glory, praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
GOSPEL:  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (18.1 - 19.42) 
 
HOMILY 
 
THE SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS  
       

The cantor sings the invitation in which the intention is expressed.  Then all pray in silence for a while,  
and afterwards the Priest sings or says the prayer to which all respond:  Amen.   

 
CONCERNING THE GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION 
 

In most years, immediately after the intercessions usually a collection is taken up for both the needs 
of the Church in the Holy Land and for the needs of our parish.  In your offering envelope boxes, 
special envelopes dated APR 10 2020 have been provided for this purpose.  Offerings given in the 
yellow envelopes are for the Holy Land.  Offerings in the blue envelopes are for the parish.  
 

Concerning the collection for the Holy Land, due to the coronavirus pandemic Pope Francis has 
approved moving this special collection to Sunday, September 13, 2020 which is the eve of the Feast 
of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  Therefore, if you wish, you may hold onto your yellow 
envelope for the Holy Land and submit your offering for the Holy Land later in September.   
 

Given current circumstances, you are invited to submit your Good Friday offering to the parish (blue 
envelope) via Canada Post or you may contact the parish office to arrange for a safe drop off option.   



 

 

If you wish to donate ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org has been added to our parish website.   
Go to www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the 
home page. 

  

While the priest and assisting ministers prepare for the next movement of the Good Friday liturgy, 
i.e. the Adoration of the Holy Cross, the cantor sings the following song: 
 

Above All                     Written by Lenny LeBlanc and Paul Baloche 
and made popular by Michael W. Smith 

 
THE ADORATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 
THE SHOWING OF THE HOLY CROSS   
  

The unveiled Cross arrives at the door of the church.  The assisting ministers (and those following  
at home, if they wish) stand for the first invocation and response after which all kneel and for a  
brief moment adore in silence. 
 

The format is repeated for the next two invocations held in the middle of the church and at the 
entrance of the sanctuary. 

        
  Priest:   Behold the wood of the Cross, 
      on which hung the salvation of the world. 
  People:  Come, let us adore. 
 

       
 
THE ADORATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
 

The Priest Celebrant alone approaches, with the chasuble and his shoes removed, if appropriate.   
 

Then the assisting ministers may approach and show reverence to the Cross by a simple genuflection 
or by a bow.  
 

During the brief period of adoration, a suitable song may be sung. 
 
 Behold the Wood                                   Gather 437 
  

Refrain:     Behold, behold the wood of the cross, 
       on which is hung our salvation.   

O come, let us adore. 
 
               Text: Based on John 12; Dan Schutte.b. 1947; Music: Dan Schutte. 
                Text and Music © 1976, Daniel L. Schutte and New Dawn Music. 

 
After the Priest (and assisting ministers) have shown reverence to the Cross, the Priest takes the 
Cross and invites the people following the celebration at home to adore the Holy Cross.  Then the 
Priest holds the Cross elevated higher for a brief time for the faithful to adore it in silence. 



 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

The altar is prepared for Holy Communion.  Then the Blessed Sacrament is carried to the altar. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                             
 
COMMUNION 
 

Given current circumstances, the Priest alone will receive Holy Communion at this time. 
 
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

As the Priest receives Holy Communion, the designated minister invites those watching at home to 
make an Act of Spiritual Communion.  In solidarity with all those at home, the assisting ministers 
join the faithful in reciting the following prayer: 

 
Brothers and sisters, 
please join with me in an Act of Spiritual Communion: 
 
My Jesus,  
I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace you as if you were already there 
and unite myself to you completely. 
Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen.                     – attributed to Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

 
COMMUNION CHANT 
  

Immediately after reciting the Act of Spiritual Communion, all may sing the following:  
 

  Jesus, Remember Me                        Gather 422 
 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.    
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

 
                Text: Luke 23:42, Taizé Community, 1981 

Tune: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994 
                 © 1981, Les Presses de Taizé; GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

CONCLUDING RITE 
 

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 
  

After the prayer, the Priest and assisting ministers leave the sanctuary in silence. 


