
 

 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447  
Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

Office Hours: Office closed to the public until further notice 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

DUE TO RESTRICTIONS BY PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS, 
PUBLIC SUNDAY MASSES ARE SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
PUBLIC WEEKDAY MASSES ARE SUSPENDED AT THIS TIME 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
As circumstances permit, by appointment 

 
 

PARISH BULLETIN 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – November 29, 2020 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – December 6, 2020 
 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Administrative Assistant:  Joanna Mason 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-832-7175  office@johnxxiii.ca 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Head Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-9340  

 

Ministry Coordinator/Office Volunteer:  Lynda Hunt   Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7175  lynda@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Claude Precourt   
204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-898-1893  cfp3899@gmail.com 
  

Trustee:  William Gould          Fundraising and Development Committee    
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-832-7175   call if interested in serving  
 

Parish Stewardship Committee         Parish Pastoral Council 
Facilitator:  Loris Vendramelli        Facilitator:  Laurette Burch       
 204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net   
 

FAITH FORMATION:  Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information concerning catechism classes and to 
register for lessons to take place in the home setting during this time of COVID-19.   
Catechism sessions for children (K to Grade 8) have been held on Sunday mornings from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.   
Periodically other programs, workshops, and/or study sessions are offered for adults.   

 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact our Pastoral Assistant for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 
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PLEASE NOTE 
 

As of Thursday, November 12, 2020 the entire Province of Manitoba 
moved to the CRITICAL LEVEL (RED) on the Pandemic Response System 

to halt COVID-19 transmission and protect our most vulnerable citizens. 
 

In keeping with this announcement,  
ALL PUBLIC MASSES ON SUNDAYS AND WEEKDAYS 
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 

In addition, our parish office at Saint John XXIII is now closed to the public. 
 

While the physical building will be closed, parish staff will continue to work mostly from home.  We will do our best 
to answer emails and respond to telephone voice mail messages in a timely fashion.  We also plan to continue to 
livestream and upload to our YouTube channel Sunday liturgies offered in private by our pastor so parishioners 
may join themselves in their homes to these sacred celebrations. 

 

For further information, 
please go to the Archdiocesan website at www.archwinnipeg.ca 

or our parish website at www.johnxxiii.ca 
 

 

 

LIVESTREAMING OF SUNDAY MASS AT SAINT JOHN XXIII 
To access livestreaming of parish liturgies via YouTube 

and/or an archive of liturgies posted online,  
go to links found on the home page of our parish website www.johnxxiii.ca 

 
 

 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

     My Jesus,  
     I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
   I love you above all things and I desire to receive you into my soul. 
   Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 
   I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
    I embrace you as if you were already there 
    and unite myself to you completely. 
    Never permit me to be separated from you. 
      Amen.              – attributed to Saint Alphonsus Liguori 
 

 
Go to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website www.archwinnipeg.ca for information on  

how to practice SPIRITUAL COMMUNION and many other resources for prayer and reflection. 
 

 

“Now, God be praised, that to believing souls gives light on darkness, comfort in despair!” 
— William Shakespeare, Henry VI, Part 2, Act II, Scene I 
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“When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, 
she makes present [the] ancient expectancy of the Messiah, 

for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour’s first coming, 
the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming.” 

— Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 524 
 

 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is the Patroness of the Americas.  In preparation for her feast day on December 12th, many 
participate in praying a Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe beginning on December 3rd.   
 

Perfect, ever holy Virgin Mary, 
Mother of the True God for whom we live, 
You, who are truly our compassionate Mother, 
we seek you, we beseech you. 
Mercifully heed our cries and our sufferings. 
Heal our sorrows, our afflictions, and our pain. 

 

Gentle and loving Mother, 
shelter us in the hollow of your mantle, in the fold of your arms. 
Let nothing distress nor disturb our hearts. 

 

Reveal to us your beloved Son, 
so that with Him and in Him, 
we may find our salvation and the salvation of the world. 

 

Most holy Virgin Mary of Guadalupe, 
make us your messengers, 
messengers of the Word and of the will of God.  Amen.  
 

– Prayer as found in front of the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York 

 

The above prayer and a longer prayer for the Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe (composed by Saint John Paul II) are 
available on our parish website johnxxiii.ca  Go to the Bulletins link and see December 3, 2020 for these prayer texts. 

 

PARISH CATECHISM CLASSES 2020 – 2021 
 

We now have available the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies liturgically-based faith formation 
program that provides weekly handouts with a short description of the Sunday Gospel 
plus suggested activities and discussion starters for each age level.  As many recall, this 
faith formation program has materials divided into the following age groups:  SEEDS 
(Preschool), PROMISE (Kindergarten – Grade 1), GOOD NEWS (Grades 2-3), VENTURE 
(GRADES 4-6) and VISIONS (Grades 7-8). 
 

Our Archdiocesan Synod reminded us that the domestic church (i.e. the family/home) is the primary place where faith is lived 
and passed on to the next generation.  Even as we continue to deal with the COVID-19 situation, we urge all families to 
register their children for catechism instruction.  Eventually, we may hold some catechetical sessions at the church as 
circumstances permit.  At this point, however, catechetical lessons will be sent home to be completed in the home setting.   
 

Those with children are urged to contact Sharon Camier, our Pastoral Assistant, in order to complete a REGISTRATION 
FORM so that materials may be prepared for you as soon as possible to be used in the home setting.  The designated 
registration fee helps defray some of the costs of running our catechetical program.  Nevertheless, requested fees should in 
no way be considered a reason to refrain from enrolling children for whose parents the fee would impose an undue hardship.  
In due course, preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Eucharist will begin and will involve a 
mixture of sessions at church and at home. 
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CHRISTMAS FRUIT CAKES AND CARDS:  The Christmas fruit cakes are made in 
Yorkton, Saskatchewan, by Pastry World.  Each one of the cakes is slowly baked and aged 
to perfection, moist, rich with fruits and nuts.  Choice fruits and quality ingredients are 
carefully blended for the European recipe, creating the perfect light Christmas cake – an 
excellent Christmas gift for family, employees and friends.  The cakes come in two sizes.  
The cost is $15.00 for the smaller 1 lb. cake and $26.00 for the larger 2.5 lb. cake.  
Christmas Cards may be purchased for the cost of $8.00 for a mixed package of 10 cards. 
All sales are in support of Campaign Life Coalition.   
 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this year Christmas cakes and cards will NOT be distributed on church premises.   
 

If you are interested in purchasing fruit cakes and/or Christmas Cards, you are invited to contact Carol 
Slykerman directly at 204-452-2459 to make arrangements for payment and delivery or a safe pick-up location. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Advent is here! 
Living with Christ SUNDAY MISSAL 2020 – 2021 

Now Available - Price $6.00 each 
Please leave a message at the parish office to reserve your copy 

 

New English translation of the Roman Missal, COMPLETE Scripture readings for Sunday Masses, Musical 
acclamations by Canadian composers, Reflections for all Sunday liturgies, Monthly Calendar of Saints, Inspiration 
from the Saints, Papal Prayer Intentions for each month of the year, Guide to celebrating the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, Prayers for various occasions, Hymns, Living with Christ is completely edited and produced in Canada.  

 
 

In accordance with the protocols now in place,  
our Pastor will offer all Masses in private until further notice. 

 

 Masses for the weekends of Sunday, November 29 and Sunday, December 6 
will be offered “Pro populo”, i.e. for the intentions of parishioners. 

 

In addition to joining everyone in prayer each day for the souls of the faithful departed  
and for all those affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,  

as circumstances permit, Mass will be offered in private on weekdays for the following intentions: 
 

           Jeff Lutz+, requested by José Barrera  
      Sellmawit Eyob+ (1st Anniv. Nov. 15), requested by Veronica and family 
    Angela Kalichak+ and all Holy Souls in Purgatory (Bequest) 
    Carol Arnason+, requested by Sharon and John Camier 
 

         Deceased family members, requested by Mona Harper  
      Special intention, requested by a parishioner 
    Dennis Kozier+, requested by José Barrera 
    Intentions of Maria and Liah Marie Agcaoili (birthdays), requested by Hermalyn Agcaoili 
 

 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 

November 29 – December 5, 2020 George Zhanel+, requested by Henrietta Zhanel    
December 6 – 12, 2020     Special intention, requested by a parishioner 
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a 
loved one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish 
Office.  Call or email for assistance.  The offering to cover one week (from Sunday through Saturday) is $25.00.   
 

 

“The world is full of magical things patiently waiting for our wits to grow sharp.” — Bertrand Russell 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 
 
Isaiah 63:16b-17; 64:1, 3-8  

Like clay in the potter’s hand, we can be made new. 
 

Psalm 80:1ab+2, 14-15, 17-18   
With God’s help, we can turn and see our salvation again.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9   
We lack no grace necessary  
to prepare us for the revelation of Christ. 

 

Mark 13:33-37   
The apocalyptic warning is given: Watch and keep alert! 

 
EXPLORING THE WORD 
Time to change – again 

Recently I heard a preacher say, “Every gospel story comes down to the same message: We have to change.” I was struck 
with how truthful a statement this is. One might throw away all homily services, proclaim this one message every Sunday, 
and be telling it like it is. Of course, there is no guarantee that the assembly will embrace this proclamation. No one likes to 
change, and no one likes to think he or she is in a position that requires a shift in perspective, attitude, or behavior. Yet here 
it is and here we are, standing on the brink of a new church year and contemplating change one more time. It doesn’t matter 
if we sit in the Chair of Peter or in detention at the local jail or anywhere in between. None of us is who we ought to be. Our 
heads, hearts, and actions need to be brought into closer union with the God who made us from love and for love alone. It 
takes a lifetime to do this; which means, spiritually speaking, we are all works in progress. 

This is why the most dangerous error we can make is self-righteousness, the belief that we’ve already arrived at the place 
of moral well-being and can rest on our laurels. The wisdom of the church has offered us two seasons of the year to combat 
spiritual complacency: Advent and Lent. We tend to distinguish between the two, marking one with a joyful air and the other 
with a mournful attitude. But the early centuries of the church observed them with a similar number of days and fasts and 
spiritual practices. We’ve retained basically the same liturgical color for both in recognition of this seasonal solidarity. Advent 
and Lent are both invitations to start fresh and make amends. 

 

Change is never the same 
It may be hard to reconcile that Advent and Lent are sister seasons. Advent is so fast, busy, and buoyant, full of people 

and prone to parties. Lent feels more solemn, advancing with a solitary and contemplative pace, leading us within instead of 
drawing us outward. Advent ends with the birth of a child, whereas Lent closes on the passion of a man. It takes a moment 
to recall that our celebration of Advent anticipates death, too, only it’s the dissolution of the world as we know it. And Lent 
moves relentlessly toward new life, too, in the dawn of Easter morning. In a spiritual sense, Advent is just the inside-out of 
Lent. Though we may use different imagery—cleaning out our stables for the Christ child rather than repenting in preparation 
for the coming Kingdom—we are waiting on one and the same hope. 

Incarnation and Resurrection are two facets of the same mystery: how God can share in our mortal life and how we might 
share in God’s eternal life. Both of these events in salvation history open doors that have never been opened before and 
allow passage into realms never before dreamed of. Both of these moments in time burst the limits of what human beings 
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thought possible. Incarnation and Resurrection change what we thought was true of God and what could be true for 
ourselves. Though we, locked in linear time as we are, experience these events as distinct, they are inseparable and part of a 
whole truth about our relationship with God and God’s with us. 

Advent is therefore not simply the extended feast of Christmas, or worse, the shopping season in anticipation of 
Christmas. Advent serves, as Lent does, as a period of preparation for wonder. We take time to quiet ourselves, to step aside, 
to purify, to contemplate, and to allow ourselves to be transformed by what we see. 

 

The potter and the clay 
Isaiah offers us a helpful image to advance the mood of this season in the potter and the clay. The metaphor was already 

in motion in the biblical world at the time of the prophecy. The writer of Genesis employed it in the second story of Creation, 
as God molds the first person from the dust of the earth. Jeremiah uses the image effectively many times, presenting vessels 
in the making and sometimes in the smashing. The Lord giveth and taketh away, as Job might say. But the most prominent 
use of this biblical metaphor is of the pot in process, being spun and smoothed and shaped according to the design of the 
potter. When a pot goes bad on a particular spin, assuming an undesirable or un-useful shape, it is the prerogative of the 
potter to remove the clay from play, mash it down, and begin again to achieve the end for which the vessel is intended. 

It would be inefficient to discard the malformed clay and even more impractical to see it through to completion after a 
gruesome defect has crept in. The mashing-down process might feel like destruction to the clay, but it is “being cruel to be 
kind”; or, like those road signs that say, “Temporary inconvenience/Permanent improvement.” The process of repentance 
may have the same effect on us. Changing our minds, our hearts, our lives is hard work and can feel like a death. It is a form 
of dying to lay down the old self, and we may well sympathize with our friend Lazarus as we stumble out at the call of the 
Lord from yesterday’s tomb, still wrapped in the binding shroud of the past. Change is not always elegant, or particularly 
dignified. We may always bear the scars to remind us of who we once were. Even Jesus came out of his tomb with five visible 
wounds. Yet the glory to come is so much greater than the death that precedes it. 

 

APPLYING THE WORD 
A time of wakefulness 

Advent this year is one more opportunity to put ourselves confidently in the hands of the potter and allow the 
refashioning to begin. As the gospel reminds us, we do not know the precise hour when the wheel stops spinning and the 
potter’s work is done. But our ignorance of the hour doesn’t mean we are unaware that the clock is ticking. We know there 
are almost four weeks until Christmas, and almost five until the end of the secular year—but we do not know how long the 
world will last, nor how many days or hours are left to each of us. Why not use this season as a grateful chance to start again, 
while we wait in joyful hope for the world worth waiting for?                 – Alice Camille 

 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 
 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11   

Consolation is on its way  
as the Lord fills in the valleys and levels the hills.  

 

Psalm 85:8ab+9, 10-11, 12-13   
When salvation comes, justice and peace shall kiss. 

 

2 Peter 3:8-14   
The new heavens and new earth require us to become a new people. 

 

Mark 1:1-8   
The baptism of repentance prepares us for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 
EXPLORING THE WORD 

Happy endings 
This has not been my favorite year, nor yours, I expect. Given the state of our world right now, what chance do we have 

for a happy ending to 2020? Even if we lower our gaze from the global picture, we still find that the year has not always been 
kind. A family member has been diagnosed with cancer and is frightened by the sudden nearness of mortality. A neighbor 
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has become disabled by a stroke and has lost his independence. The woman who occupied the desk next to ours has been 
laid off and her family faces economic disaster. Every town has its drug problems, its criminal element, homelessness, divorce, 
loneliness, and despair. How many people do we know who are depressed or who no longer hope for anything but more of 
the same? 
 

A voice of hope cries out 
From the wilderness, of all places, a shout of good news is heard: In the desert, prepare the way of the Lord! This is a 

most remarkable statement. The way of the Lord will not be made through our holy places or our marketplaces or our halls 
of government. Most people put their faith in these institutions as if they have the power to save us. But the prophetic 
message of scripture has always insisted that getting religion won’t do it, nor will straightening out the economy or promoting 
the right style of government. Human efforts and institutions will never make us safe or disease-free or immune from 
suffering or liberated from death. The way of the Lord does not choose to work through these structures. 

Instead, it moves through the desert, the wasteland, the place where human efforts have never touched down and would 
be in vain if they did. The biblical desert is a place to flee from, because there is no way to sustain human life there. No mortal 
way, at least—we may remember a time when God sustained a nation in the desert for 40 years, providing them with water 
and bread and meat and protection. God chooses to work in the desert on our behalf, because one thing is clear: If we survive 
the desert, it is at the will and pleasure of God. If God moves through human institutions and structures, there is always the 
possibility that we would take credit for the miracles ourselves: Look what human hands have made! It would be harder to 
make that mistake in the mortal desert, to refrain from giving the glory to God. 
 

The Advent desert 
It sounds like an oxymoron to say the "Advent desert”; isn’t that the Lenten landscape? Yet John the Baptist emerges 

from his training in the desert to be the messenger of wonderful news. Valleys will be filled, hills brought low, the way made 
smooth for a great arrival. And how is the road made perfect in this way? Through our own spirit of repentance. We are the 
desert road upon which the Lord wishes to travel. Our hearts are the rough places that must become like satin for the Holy 
One to pass. To assist in the preparation, John proposed baptism with water. But he admitted this was just a sign of things to 
come. Unless we were drenched with the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and accepted the holy indwelling for ourselves, our lives 
would remain a barren landscape, a desert road that can only lead to death. 

If we have any doubts about this message, we have only to look around at our world, which regularly refuses the holy 
indwelling. God’s glory might fill the world the way it once filled the temple in Jerusalem, but we do our best to lock it out. 
God’s glory cannot coexist with hatred, hardness of heart, envy, self-righteousness, arrogance, or the spirit of violence. God 
is enthroned in the spirit of love, humility, forgiveness, mercy, peace, and joy. If we enter into the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
the gifts and fruits promised to us will infuse our lives and make “kingdom come” at long last. 
 

APPLYING THE WORD 
New heaven and a new earth 

The happy ending for creation is guaranteed. The sinful world will be cleansed and laid at the feet of the Lord. Whether 
or not we will be “cleansed” through repentance or “purged” is up to each of us, naturally. Do we want a happy ending, and 
what are we willing to do to get one? 

Many of us are driven to hear this gospel as a negative and punitive story, no matter how it’s told. But try to think about 
it this way: Don’t you want to be happy? Don’t you want love and joy and peace more than a world in conflict? Is it really so 
important to be “right,” when God offers us the chance to be forgiven when we’re wrong? The holy indwelling begins in the 
humble heart, not the perfect one. Ask God to transform your desert into a pathway of the Holy Spirit.       – Alice Camille 

 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE OF OUR COMMUNITY IN NEED OF HEALING AND COMFORT:  
Darrell Aucoin, Gladys Barton, Annette and Maynard Bates, Catherine Blaquera, Freda Broughton, Bill 
Camier, Harold Cook, René Defries, Alice Edwards, Ray Fleury, John Foucart, Audrey Fraser, René Gobeil, 
Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Tracy Kingsland, Amanda Klaasen, 
Angela Krassie, Violet Lebedeff, Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Tim Mangin, Yvonne Mason, Frances 
Mijker, Susan Murphy, Zonia Patson, Shirley Payment, Larrie Pushka, Owen Robertson, Janice Skene, 
Jerome Strachan, Joe Wallack and Helen Yankoski. 

 
 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.” 
— Luke 3:4, 6 
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Thank you for your prayers and financial assistance 
 

In our previous bulletin we announced an “Urgent Request for Financial Help”.  As explained previously, given 
the COVID-19 situation we were unable to hold our Annual Harvest Festival and Raffle Draw which for the last 
few years assisted our parish greatly in meeting some of its financial obligations.  Our annual Advent-Christmas 
Caroling Fundraiser and our Parish “Christmas Fiesta” Fundraising Gathering also will have to be cancelled.   As 
well, the Coffeehouse and Evening of Music held last year in Advent will not be able to be repeated this year.  
 

There is little doubt that our parish will have an extensive operating shortfall this year due in no small part to 
the effects of COVID-19 on our society and community.  Besides our insurance invoice of $14,951.00 and other 
regular operating expenses, the parish still needs to catch up with Archdiocesan Assessment for 2018 – 2020.   
 

We continue to pray fervently for parishioners and other benefactors to generously come forward to help us 
meet our obligations.  Despite the current lockdown and suspension of public liturgies, we encourage all 
parishioners to continue and increase their contributions both to Saint John XXIII Parish and to Sharing God’s 
Gifts where possible.  We offer our sincere thanks to those who have already responded to this urgent request 
and those who will do so soon.  Thank you for your kind and generous help.  God bless you all! 
 

 

PARISH OFFERINGS:  During this time of COVID-19 restrictions, you may mail your contribution to the parish via 
CANADA POST.  Or you may leave a message with the parish office to make arrangements with one of our parish staff 
to drop off your offertory donations at a safe drop off location.  For donations to the parish, please make cheques 
payable to “St. John XXIII Parish”. 
 

PAD OPTION:  Alternatively, we encourage you to consider being an “intentional giver” by registering for PRE-
AUTHORIZED DEBIT.  Please leave a message at the parish office and someone will contact you and assist you. 
 

ONLINE OPTION:  If you wish to donate to the parish ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org can be found on our website.  
Go to www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page. 
 

The Annual Appeal SHARING GOD’S GIFTS supports our Archdiocesan community through life-changing 
programs and ministries.  It is a way for us to put our faith into action.  Every gift opens the door to a better tomorrow, 
a better life, and a more hopeful future.  Religious Education, Youth Ministry and Chaplaincy form the background of 
many of our Archdiocesan efforts.  Our Home Missions care primarily for the indigenous communities in the 
Archdiocese.  Clergy Retirement Support and Formation is another key area of stewardship in the Archdiocese.  The 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg has been a vibrant and serving Church due, among other leadership, to the quality and 
dedication of her priests.  The Archdiocese is committed to continuing to develop strong and highly-trained men to 
assume leadership positions in the Church.  The Archdiocese provides much, oftentimes unrecognized, support for our 
parish communities.  Whether it is counsel on human resources matters, communications, insurance issues, 
stewardship, support to parish pastoral and finance councils, assistance with government regulatory reporting or 
canonical advice, the staff of the Catholic Centre tries to be supportive of parish requests.  Together, we as an 
Archdiocesan church, provide services that are supportive of parish communities, parishioners and the wider church.  
Included among these ministries is the work of the Marriage Tribunal, Cemetery Board, Ecumenism, Liturgy and our 
financial support to the Church in Canada through the work of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 

Contributions to the Archdiocesan Appeal Sharing God’s Gifts may be forwarded to the parish office or directly to 
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.  Various payment options are available.  If you wish to contribute via cheque, please 
make your cheque payable to “Sharing God’s Gifts”. 
 
 

 

“John the Baptist … was just the voice, not the Messiah.  So everybody's calling has dignity to it 
and God seems to know better than we do what is in us that needs to be called forth.” 

— The Rev. Dr. James Green Somerville 
 


