
 

PARISH BULLETIN 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – March 21, 2021 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD – March 28, 2021 
 

 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447  
Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

Office Hours: Office closed to the public until further notice 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Due to limits imposed by public health orders, 
please call ahead of time to make reservations 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
You may call ahead of time to make reservations 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
As circumstances permit, by appointment on Fridays 

and/or on other weekdays 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE AHEAD OF TIME TO MAKE 
RESERVATIONS FOR SUNDAY MASSES AND THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

According to current public health orders, we may hold regular religious services provided such gatherings 
do not exceed 25% of usual capacity, or 100 people, whichever is lower. 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Head Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-888-9340 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Claude Precourt   
204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-898-1893  cfp3899@gmail.com 

 

Trustee:  William Gould          Parish Pastoral Council Facilitator:  Laurette Burch  
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net  
 

FAITH FORMATION:   
 Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information concerning catechism materials for lessons  
 to take place in the home setting during this time of COVID-19.   
 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact our Pastoral Assistant for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 
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The Sacred Paschal Triduum at 
Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

 

In this time of Covid-19, the decrees issued by the Holy See in 2020 once again will guide our celebrations of the rites of Holy 
Week and the Sacred Paschal Triduum in 2021.  Thankfully, this year these celebrations may include the on-site participation 
of the faithful in limited numbers as permitted by current public health orders.  So long as technological systems cooperate, 
we plan to Livestream from Saint John XXIII Church the liturgies for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil and Easter 
Sunday.  Listed below are the times of each of these celebrations.  You may contact the parish office to make your 
reservations for on-site participation or, as circumstances suggest, you may prayerfully unite yourselves in your homes in 
real time via Livestream telecast to these sacred celebrations.  If there are any glitches uploading the livestream of these 
liturgies, we will do our best to upload them as soon as possible afterwards.  To access livestreaming of liturgies via YouTube 
and/or an archive of liturgies posted online, go to links found on the home page of our parish website www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

HOLY THURSDAY – April 1 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 p.m. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY – April 2 
Celebration of the Passion of the Lord at 3:00 p.m. 

 

HOLY SATURDAY – April 3 
Mass of the Easter Vigil at 8:30 p.m. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY – April 4 
Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. 
 

As circumstances permit, outlines for each of the liturgies of the Sacred Paschal Triduum 
will be posted by corresponding date on our parish website under the regular “Bulletins” link. 

 

 

ARCHDIOCESE OF WINNIPEG APP 
 

We are delighted to share with you the 
introduction of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg’s 
mobile app for use in all parishes of the 
Archdiocese.  This App was developed to keep 
our community engaged throughout this 
challenging time of the pandemic, and to make 
sure you have access to messages of hope right 
at your fingertips!  The App also will provide the 
members of each parish with an alternate, 
efficient and secure way of sending in donations, 
which is crucial in supporting the ongoing 
pastoral mission of the Church.  As restrictions in 
our Province ease, we will be able to use the 
App's "seat reservation" capability to keep track 
of the number of attendees in our liturgies and 
comply with contact tracing protocols.  The App 
is available for FREE to all members of our 

community.  Go to the Apple App Store or Google Play Store and search “Archdiocese of Winnipeg” to 
download the Archdiocese of Winnipeg App.  Thank you for your support of our parish community.  For 
further information, you may contact our Parish Office at office@johnxxiii.ca or call 204-832-7175. 
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Preparation for First Reception of the Sacrament of Reconciliation  
and the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist 
 

INTRODUCTORY MEETING WITH PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND CHILDREN 
10:30 a.m. Sunday, March 21, 2021 or 10:30 a.m. Sunday, March 28, 2021 
downstairs in the parish hall 
 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR PASTORAL ASSISTANT, SHARON CAMIER, TO REGISTER. 
 

This is an important meeting during which the program of proximate preparation 
for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist will be explained. 
Books and some handouts will be distributed. 
 

PLEASE BE SURE TO PRACTICE REQUIRED PROTOCOLS 
INCLUDING WEARING FACE MASKS AND SOCIAL DISTANCING. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2021 Development and Peace Campaign 
“Share Love - Share Lent”  

 

The past year has been marked by the COVID-19 pandemic.  It has shaken 
social, economic and political structures globally.  Pope Francis, in his 
catechesis on the pandemic, implores us to work together as one human 

family to overcome the global challenges we are facing.  This year’s “Share Love - Share Lent” campaign invites us to find 
inspiration in the Pope’s encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, and the parable of the Good Samaritan which is at the centre of the Holy 
Father’s teaching.  The annual Share Lent collection, usually taken up on the Fifth Sunday of Lent, has been a tradition in 
Canadian parishes since 1968.  This year’s collection is an opportunity to honour the Holy Father’s message as a community 
and to do our part so that, as the Pope hopes, “every person lives with dignity and has sufficient opportunities for his or her 
integral development”.  To donate, you may contact Development and Peace directly 
by telephone or give online through their website www.devp.org  Or you may donate 
through the parish by using the special yellow-coloured “Share Lent Offering” 
envelope found in your regular Sunday Offering Envelope box dated Mar. 21, 2021.  
If donating through the parish, please make cheques payable to St. John XXIII Parish.  
Thank you very much for your continued support. 
 

 

“Never worry about numbers.  Help one person at a time 
and always start with the person nearest you.” — Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” — Mahatma Gandhi 
 

 

NRSV BIBLE – Catholic Edition, Hardcover:  Copies of the NRSV Bible are available through the parish office for the 
very reasonable price of $20 per Bible.  Published by the Canadian Bible Society:  With the preferred order of books of the 
Bible for Catholics including the Deuterocanonical books; Imprimatur of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB); 
Double-column text; Chapter and section headings; Footnotes; Lectionary; Prayers and Devotions of the Catholic faith; 
Concordance; Forest green hardcover, gold stamping; A clear, vivid and accurate translation of the Bible that today's Catholics 
can use with confidence.  The NRSV translation is the translation used in the celebration of the Catholic Liturgy in Canada. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE OF OUR COMMUNITY IN NEED OF HEALING AND COMFORT 
Darrell Aucoin, Gladys Barton, Annette and Maynard Bates, Catherine Blaquera, Freda Broughton, Bill 
Camier, Harold Cook, René Defries, Ray Fleury, John Foucart, Audrey Fraser, René Gobeil, Helen Hallack, 
Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Tracy Kingsland, Amanda Klaasen, Angela Krassie, 
Violet Lebedeff, Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Tim Mangin, Yvonne Mason, Frances Mijker, Susan 
Murphy, Zonia Patson, Shirley Payment, Owen Robertson, Janice Skene, Jerome Strachan, Joe Wallack and 
Helen Yankoski. 

 

 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God.” — Psalm 51.10 
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TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 

March 21 – 27, 2021    Intentions of Fr. Robert and Sharon, requested by Nina Turner 
March 28 – April 3, 2021   Special intention, requested by José Barrera  
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in 
memory of a loved one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make 
arrangements through the Parish Office.  Call or email for assistance.  The offering to cover one week (from 
Sunday through Saturday) is $25.00.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TWO WEEK SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 21 – APRIL 4, 2021 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 

Sunday, March 21   FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – “SOLIDARITY SUNDAY” 
   4:00 pm Saturday     MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

9:00 am     MASS – Dominador and Consolacion Arenas+, requested by Grace and John Ocampo 
10:30 – 11:15 am   MEETING with parents and children preparing for First Reconciliation/First Eucharist 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

 

Monday, March 22   FERIAL 
      Mass (offered in private) – Luis and Benita Precioso+, requested by Nina Turner 
 

Tuesday, March 23   FERIAL  
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Zonia Patson (health), requested by Nina Turner and Henrietta Zhanel 

 

Wednesday, March 24  FERIAL  
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Anne and Joe Oberek+, requested by Tannena Korolyk 
 

Thursday, March 25   SOLEMNITY: THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Angela Kalichak+ and all Holy Souls in Purgatory (Bequest)  
 

Friday, March 26    FERIAL 
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – In thanksgiving (45th Anniv. March 27th), requested by Alfred and Marietta Gendive 
 

1:00 pm – 3:45 pm  Adoration Time (monstrance on altar in main worship space)  – ring door buzzer for access 
 

3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy      
3:45 pm     BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
      

Saturday, March 27   FERIAL 
 
    

 4:00 pm      MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

Sunday, March 28   PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
9:00 am     MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
10:30 – 11:15 am   MEETING with parents and children preparing for First Reconciliation/First Eucharist 
11:45 am    MASS – Laurita and Dominador Lopez+, requested by Alfred and Marietta Gendive 
 

 

Monday, March 29   MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
10:30 am    THE CHRISM MASS at St. Mary’s Cathedral – attendance is by invitation only  
       For livestreaming link go to the Archdiocesan website www.archwinnipeg.ca 
 

Tuesday, March 30   TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
      Mass (offered in private) – Zonia Patson (intentions), requested by SJ23 parishioners 

 

Wednesday, March 31  WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Antoine Bérubé+, requested by Nina Turner and Henrietta Zhanel 
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THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
 

Thursday, April 1    HOLY THURSDAY 
7:00 pm     MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

Friday, April 2    GOOD FRIDAY – UNIVERSAL DAY OF FAST AND ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT 
3:00 pm     CELEBRATION OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

 

Saturday, April 3    HOLY SATURDAY  
8:30 pm     SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL AND FIRST MASS OF EASTER 

 

Sunday, April 4    EASTER SUNDAY – SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
9:00 am     EASTER SUNDAY MASS – Margaret Philbert+, requested by Margaret and Jerome Strachan 

 11:45 am    EASTER SUNDAY MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

 
 

PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE AHEAD OF TIME TO MAKE 
RESERVATIONS FOR SUNDAY MASSES AND THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 

 

WEAR A MASK IN ALL INDOOR PUBLIC PLACES 
PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING, HAND WASHING/SANITIZING AND COUGH ETIQUETTE. 

 

Stay home when sick.  Follow public health guidance on travel and self-isolation. 
Vulnerable people, such as seniors, are encouraged to exercise additional caution. 

 

For further information, please go to the Archdiocesan website at www.archwinnipeg.ca  
or our parish website at www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

 

NATHANAEL 2021 – 2023: An adult faith formation experience in the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 
You are invited to 'Come and Discover Nathanael' at an info session via ZOOM on Wednesday, March 24, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m.  Please register for a session online at www.nathanaelwpg.ca  For further information, 
please contact Helena Fitzgerald, Director/Program Coordinator, at nathanaelwpg@gmail.com  or 204-
947-0294, ext. 230 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HANLEY MEMORIAL LECTURES:  St. Paul’s College welcomes Dr. Kathleen Sprows Cummings, Director of Cushwa 
Center for the Study of American Catholicism at the University of Notre Dame, to present the 2021 Hanley Memorial Lectures. 
The lectures are free and open to the public. The lectures will be broadcast as a Zoom webinar.  All participants must pre-
register online at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/1316116826863/WN_oc6_X22AQiy6QHXEGHqIuA 
 Lecture 2: Gender, Power, and Canonization, March 23, 2021, 3:00pm CT  
 Lecture 3: John Paul II and All the Saints, April 13, 2021, 3:00pm CT  
 For more information visit: https://umanitoba.ca/colleges/st_pauls/College_Lecture.html. 
 

For other news and events in and around the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, please see information posted on 
bulletin board at the south entrance of the church and/or go to the website: www.archwinnipeg.ca 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

PARISH OFFERINGS:  During this time of COVID-19 restrictions, you may mail your contribution to the parish via CANADA 
POST.  Or you may leave a message with the parish office to make arrangements with one of our parish staff to drop off your 
offertory donations at a safe drop off location.  For donations to the parish, please make cheques payable to “St. John XXIII 
Parish”. 
 

PAD OPTION:  Alternatively, we encourage you to consider being an “intentional giver” by registering for PRE-AUTHORIZED 
DEBIT.  Please leave a message at the parish office and someone will contact you and assist you. 
 

ONLINE OPTION:  If you wish to donate to the parish ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org can be found on our website.  Go to 
www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 21, 2021 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34   
 The new covenant makes prophecy redundant and go-betweens has-beens. 
 

Psalm 51:1-2, 10-11, 12-13 
 God’s mercy includes the gift of a clean heart and steadfast spirit. 
 

Hebrews 5:7-9   
 Salvation doesn’t come cheaply but wrapped in prayer and bathed in tears.  
 

John 12:20-33   
 The Greeks would also like to see Jesus. It must be the hour at last. 
 

EXPLORING THE WORD 
Spiritual liaisons 
 My younger sister and I had a terrific argument some time back that wounded both of us terribly. Normally we are the 
best of friends, allies, and partners-in-crime. I take her side when the overwhelming forces of being mother, wife, and 
household manager get to be too much. She stands by me when work, ministry, and primary relationships threaten to drag 
me down. The habit of mutual support is so deeply ingrained in our interactions that to find ourselves on opposite sides of a 
battlefield was rather bewildering. As difficult as it was to imagine being there, it was all the more perplexing to grope our 
way back to the unity of the middle. 
 As the days and silence between us widened, so did the fear that this was it; our former closeness would now be forfeit. 
So you can understand my incredible relief on the day that a third sister called me and said, “She came to me. She says she’s 
not mad anymore, not even a little, not even a tiny bit. She wants it to be over. She wants you back in her life.” I grabbed the 
phone at once and gratefully, joyfully, made the call. 
 At times in our lives, all of us can use a liaison, a go-between, someone to act as advocate and buffer in delicate situations. 
Sometimes it’s shame in showing our faces that makes a third party necessary. At other times, it’s a mixture of fear, hurt, or 
uncertainty about the outcome. And there are times when we can’t hear the truth from one source, but we might accept it 
coming from another. 
 

The role of prophets 
 The Hebrew prophets were the ultimate mediators between God and Israel. They spoke for God—they usually 
spoke to the king, priests, the wealthy, and the powerful, those who held the fate of the nation in their hands. Prophets spoke 
for God in generations when God’s people seemed hard of hearing. For about 600 years between the time of Elijah and the 
time of the final post-exilic prophets, prophets were the consummate mediators of human destiny. Then they and their office 
vanished. 
 What became of the Hebrew station of prophecy? Jeremiah seems to have given it an epitaph. He predicted a time when 
the law of God would become an interior thing, written on the human heart. No one would need to teach anyone else about 
the ways of God, because everyone, from least to greatest, would simply know for themselves. Scripture scholar Cardinal 
Martini of Milan has called these words from Jeremiah the most important Old Testament verses for Christians. In this 
foretelling of a new covenant, we can foresee Pentecost and the indwelling Spirit, as well as the new covenant of our Eucharist 
and the incorporated Body of Christ. All, from least to greatest, need only stretch out our hands to have the intimacy of God 
given to us. 
 

Greeks bearing requests 
 The Greeks who came to Philip were looking for a liaison of their own. Philip, from Bethsaida, would have likely spoken 
Greek and could serve as an interpreter in their desire to have an interview with Jesus. It is presumed here that Jesus did not 
speak Greek. Nazareth, after all, was not a cosmopolitan place. Philip, however, is not what you call an A-list apostle. John’s 
gospel militantly presents him as one who doesn’t get it: Philip tells Jesus that 200 days’ wages won’t feed the crowds at the 
site of the miracle of the loaves and fishes. He also asks Jesus to show them the Father at the Last Supper. Philip, who served 
first as liaison in the call of Nathaniel, now carries the Greeks’ request to Andrew, hoping to recruit him for support. Perhaps 
Philip found Jesus intimidating to approach. Perhaps, under the circumstances, he should have. 
 The request of the Greeks, when it finally reaches Jesus, is neither granted nor denied according to the gospel. It is almost 
sidestepped, its significance assuming symbolic importance to Jesus. The interest of these out-of-town Hellenized Jews in the 
message of Jesus acts as a tripwire for a new season, the era of the church. It is the post-Resurrection church that will carry 
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the good news of Jesus Christ to the world of Asia Minor. Jesus seems to feel the hot breath of destiny at his neck when the 
Greeks come prematurely calling on his name. 
 

APPLYING THE WORD 
No more go-betweens 
 In just a few short years, the Greeks would have no need of Philip or Andrew to bring them to Jesus: Jesus was coming 
to them in the gospel of Saint Paul, Barnabas, Silas, and others. The movement of the gospel would be forward and outward, 
beyond Jerusalem and Judea, beyond Judaism and the synagogue itself. Christianity would become not merely a sect within 
the Jewish community, but another religion entirely. But Christianity would also remain an interior reality, not expressed 
simply in exterior rituals but in an indwelling Spirit who would remind us of Jeremiah’s new covenant written on hearts.  The 
God within would require no mediation or explanation to those who accept Christ’s life within them.        – Alice Camille 

 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
 

 

“We know then that joy is sweetness of contact with the love of God, that affliction is the wound 
of this same contact when it is painful, and that only the contact matters, not the manner of it.” 

— Simone Weil 
 

“I know the power obedience has of making things easy which seem impossible.” 
— Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
March 28, 2021 
 
Isaiah 50:4-7   
 The faithful servant is beaten for his righteousness. 
 

Psalm 22:7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23   
 God does not abandon the one whom they have pierced. 
 

Philippians 2:6-11   
 Emptied of divinity, Christ takes on the suffering of our humanity. 
 

Mark 14:1-15:47   
 Jesus is judged as one who deserves to die. 
 

EXPLORING THE WORD 
Small contributions, extravagant gestures 
 The Passion story is the greatest drama spread across the Christian imagination. It breaks into our assembly every year 
with a shivering, overwhelming impact. It is so large and yet so familiar that we can scarcely take it in. Because of this, we 
often miss the subtle distinctions between the gospel accounts of these critical hours, focusing instead on the broad dark 
movements that sweep us off to Calvary. Even more, we miss the small, mostly nameless characters whose contributions 
lend a great deal to the witness these stories mean to offer. 
 Consider, for example, the dinner party hosted by Simon the leper, which has now become affixed to the Passion account 
like a prequel. It is the next-to-the-last supper of Jesus and foreshadows the events to come. A woman comes into the room 
bearing perfumed oil worth nearly a year’s wages. Who was she, and what did it cost her to pour out such a lavish gift, quickly 
receiving the condemnation of those present? Mark doesn’t say this woman was a notorious sinner or identify her with 
anyone we know from other stories. We perceive only that she was moved by Jesus, convinced of him enough to anoint him 
for kingship (she anointed his head and not his feet) and for burial in one grand gesture. She gave confirmation and comfort 
to a man already condemned to die in the court of public opinion. Jesus was himself sufficiently moved and impressed to say 
she would be remembered for this gesture the world over. 
 

Other gestures, grand and grim 
 Next comes the man with the water jar. Who the heck is he? Some man with a rare commodity on Passover eve in the 
holy city of Jerusalem: a spare room. We must imagine that first-century Judea was nonetheless a place where reservations 
would need to be made in advance for such a special celebration. When the whole Jewish world was crying, “Next year in 
Jerusalem!” every Passover, the desire to make the Pesach there was pressing enough to make acquiring a room a difficult 
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proposition. Yet the man with the water jar instinctively knows that Jesus is the “Teacher” for whom this room is intended, 
and he reveres Jesus enough to make a large upper room, furnished and ready, available for the feast. Note that no one has 
mentioned money. This man presents his precious room to the Teacher who needs it as a freewill offering. Considering the 
nature of commerce, Jesus and his disciples couldn’t afford that room even if they did open their purse. 
 And it is there, in that gift of a room, where the greatest gift to humanity will be given. There Jesus makes his grand 
gesture, offering the blood of the covenant shed for many, his death for the life of the world, though no one yet suspects it. 
He also makes a smaller kindness available to his ignorant followers: Even as he foretells their desertion, he promises to see 
them again in Galilee. If he had left off the Galilee part, it would have sounded like despair. But before each one of Jesus’ 
partings, he always made a promise to see his friends again, like a surety against the anguish. 
 In the garden, in the hour of betrayal, we meet the curious young man in the linen cloth. Let’s hope the night was warm 
enough for him to be so attired, especially as he is fated to run away with less. He flees into the night naked when Jesus is 
seized, and all we can make of this detail is that it is a warning to us that deserting Jesus sends us off into the night without 
anything but our vulnerability and our shame. 
 

The night grows darker 
 Consider those who stood and told their lies about Jesus in the courtroom of the chief priests. Did they, like Judas, take 
money for their false witness? The Synoptic tradition agrees that the only mention Jesus made of the temple’s destruction 
was a prediction that it would come down—which it did, in 70 C.E. John’s gospel, contrary as always, does put these words 
in the mouth of Jesus, but as a symbolic reference to his own destruction. To testify that Jesus spoke against the temple was 
as good as nailing him to the cross. It would be like wild talk of blowing up the White House these days, with blasphemy on 
top. These perjurers emerge from the night and return to it anonymously. Only their lies remain to mark their presence. 
 Perhaps they returned in the morning to stand outside Pilate’s palace and shout for Barabbas. It is reasonable to imagine 
they were paid for the total package: to stay long enough to cry “Crucify him!” making their legacy a trinity of wrongs. 
 At the cross, passersby will fill in the mockery, and the sleepless chief priests and scribes will add their own abuse. Even 
the others crucified that day heckle Jesus. There is in Mark, alas, no good thief to honor him. 
 

APPLYING THE WORD 
Three more lavish gestures 
 The women stand with Jesus as they had traveled with him since Galilee: Mary Magdalene, Mary, mother of two of the 
disciples, and Salome. Many other women were with them, Mark assures us, nameless women who remain in silent testimony 
to their faith. These “many” women kept faith in the one who did not deem equality with God something to be grasped. 
Some have suggested that because of childbirth, women expect suffering in life more than men do and learn how to 
incorporate the bloody part of hope. 
 Joseph of Arimathea of the Sanhedrin makes the bold and courageous move to claim Jesus’ body, making his request to 
Pilate himself. It may have been a career-ending choice. Pilate may have been grateful to have such a significant corpse off 
his hands. Joseph’s corporal work of mercy is the last kindness offered to the word made flesh. 
 But one of the most extravagant gestures in the Passion stories is made by another anonymous man, known only by his 
rank: centurion. This soldier did his duty, stood guard at Golgotha throughout its daily gore. He watched at close range the 
death of Jesus, enclosed by ill-wishers and some weeping women. The veil of the sanctuary was simultaneously torn, but he 
wouldn’t know about that. Yet what he sees in the dying of this virtuous man tears from him the greatest act of faith in the 
Bible: “Truly this man was the Son of God!” Easy to say at the Transfiguration, or in the presence of a miracle, or a profound 
teaching. How hard to say this in front of the cross. When we find that kind of faith in ourselves, Kingdom comes. 
                              – Alice Camille 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
 
 

“Let us go together to meet Christ on the Mount of Olives … Let us spread before his feet, not garments or …  
olive branches … but ourselves, clothed in his grace.  We who have been baptized into Christ must ourselves  

be the garments that we spread before him.” — Andrew of Crete 
 

“Dearly beloved … the jubilant and triumphant day that ushers in the commemoration of the Lord’s Passion has 
come.  That day for which we have longed so much, and for whose yearly coming the whole world may well look.  

Shouts of spiritual exaltation are ringing and prevent us from keeping silent.” — Saint Leo the Great 
 

 

LIVESTREAMING OF SUNDAY MASS AT SAINT JOHN XXIII:  To access livestreaming via YouTube and/or an archive  
of liturgies posted online, go to links found on the home page of our parish website www.johnxxiii.ca 


