
 

PARISH BULLETIN 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – June 13, 2021 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – June 20, 2021 
 

 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447  

Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 
 

Office Hours: Office closed to the public until further notice 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Due to public health orders, all public Masses  
are suspended until further notice 

 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
Suspended until further notice 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
As circumstances permit, by appointment only 

 

 
 

CRITICAL LEVEL (RED) restrictions continue according to current Public Health Orders 
 

ALL PUBLIC MASSES ON SUNDAYS AND WEEKDAYS 
CONTINUE TO BE SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Head Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-888-9340 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Claude Precourt   
204-888-8200  loris@mymts.net       204-898-1893  cfp3899@gmail.com 

 

Trustee:  William Gould          Parish Pastoral Council Facilitator:  Laurette Burch  
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net  
 

FAITH FORMATION:   
 Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information concerning catechism materials for lessons  
 to take place in the home setting during this time of COVID-19.   
 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact our Pastoral Assistant for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 
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CRITICAL LEVEL (RED) restrictions continue according to current Public Health Orders 
 

 

 

ALL PUBLIC MASSES ON SUNDAYS AND WEEKDAYS 
CONTINUE TO BE SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 

In addition, our parish office at Saint John XXIII remains closed to the public. 
 

While the physical building is closed, parish staff will continue to work mostly from home. 
We will do our best to answer emails and respond to telephone voice mail messages in a timely fashion. 

 

For further information, including links to LIVESTREAM LITURGIES, 
please go to the Archdiocesan website at www.archwinnipeg.ca 

or our parish website at www.johnxxiii.ca 
 

 

NOVENA AND ACT OF ENTRUSTMENT TO SAINT JOSEPH 
Novena: June 22-30, 2021 

Act of Entrustment: July 1, 2021 
 

In keeping with the celebration of the “Year of Saint Joseph”, the Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops National Liturgy Office and the Office national de liturgie have composed a 
Novena and an Act of Entrustment to Saint Joseph. The Novena begins on June 22 and ends on 
June 30 and is followed by the Act of Entrustment on Thursday, July 1, 2021 (Canada Day). 
The Novena and Act of Entrustment are available on the CCCB website www.cccb.ca                          
 

The English version of the Novena to Saint Joseph is also available on our parish website.           
To download a pdf document with the texts for the entire Novena and the Act of Entrustment, 
go to June 22, 2021 under the regular Bulletins drop-down menu at www.johnxxiii.ca 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUNE IS THE MONTH OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
 

Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  
O most Sacred Heart of Jesus, fountain of every blessing, I adore You, I love 

You and with a true sorrow for my sins, I offer You this poor heart of mine.  Make 
me humble, patient, pure and wholly obedient to Your will.  Grant good Jesus 
that I may live in You and for You.  

Protect me in the midst of danger, comfort me in my afflictions, give me 
health of body, assistance in my temporal needs, Your blessing on all that I do, 
and the grace of a holy death.  Amen.  

 

Petition to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  
My Jesus, Lord of my soul, You promised that Your Divine Heart would be 

the ocean of mercy for the needy who trust in You.  I firmly believe that You can 
grant to me what I am asking even if it would require a miracle to do it.  Where 
should I go knocking but at the door of your Heart?  “Blessed are they who hope 
in You.”  

O Jesus, I confide to Your Heart the following intention... (silently mention your petition/intention here).  Look at it and 
do what Your Heart dictates.  Let Your Heart act accordingly.  

O Jesus, I count on You.  I confide in You.  I surrender and consecrate myself to You.  I feel secure in You.  “Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, I trust in You.”  

 

Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  
O amiable Heart of my Savior, I adore You! O gracious Heart of my Jesus, I love You!  O compassionate Heart I give You 

my heart, and am deeply moved by all You have done and suffered for me.  Yes, I give You my whole heart.  Attach it eternally 
to Yourself. Inflame it with Your love.  Inspire it with Your sentiments.  Make it know Your will and practice Your virtue.  

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, filled with infinite love, broken by my ingratitude, pierced by my sins, yet loving me still – accept 
the consecration that I make to You of all that I am and all that I have.  Take every faculty of my soul and body.  Draw me, day 
by day, nearer and nearer to your Sacred Heart, and there, as I can bear the lesson, teach me your blessed ways.  Amen.  
 

http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/
http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
http://www.cccb.ca/
http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
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PRAYER FOR HEALING OVER RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS  
   

Our Father and Creator,  
we acknowledge all the gifts  
we have received from you.  
We especially acknowledge the gift of children  
which points towards a future of hope.  
We express our sorrow  
for all those Indigenous children  
and young people who have suffered  
during their time at Residential Schools  
over these past many decades,  
a suffering that continues for many.  
We also remember with grieving hearts  
the children who have died during these years.  
We remember the pain experienced  
by their families, relatives and friends  
and the helplessness that many have felt  
when they heard of these deaths.  
We know that you are a God of mercy and compassion  
as we see in the love your Son Jesus has for us.  
We ask for comfort, healing and consolation  
for all Indigenous peoples who are experiencing  
pain and sorrow over the Residential School legacy.  
Send your Holy Spirit into all hearts giving courage,  
humility and wisdom so that all the inhabitants of this land  
can walk the path of truth and reconciliation in justice, peace and love.  
We acknowledge your gifts Father, and we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

POPE TO RECEIVE INDIGENOUS DELEGATION IN FALL,  
ARCHBISHOP GAGNON CONFIRMS 
 

Winnipeg Free Press, June 9, 2021 – “Gagnon has been a member of a working group of 
Catholic bishops and Indigenous leaders who have been meeting for the past four years, 
to discuss ways the church can fulfil its commitment to reconciliation with Indigenous 
people, and the role of the Pope in that process.” Click here to read the rest of John 
Longhurst's article in the Winnipeg Free Press. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please pray for those of our community in need of healing and comfort:   
Darrell Aucoin, Dora Auger, Gladys Barton, Annette and Maynard Bates, Catherine Blaquera, Freda 
Broughton, Bill Camier, Harold Cook, René Defries, Ray Fleury, John Foucart, Audrey Fraser, René Gobeil, 
Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Tracy Kingsland, Amanda Klaasen, 
Angela Krassie, Brett Lawrence, Violet Lebedeff, Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Tim Mangin, Trudy Martin, 
Yvonne Mason, Frances Mijker, Susan Murphy, Zonia Patson, Shirley Payment, Owen Robertson, Ernesto 
(Ernie) Samiana, Janice Skene, Jerome Strachan, Joe Wallack and Helen Yankoski. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
 

June 13 – 19, 2021 For the peace and salvation of the world, requested by a parishioner 
June 20 – 26, 2021 For truth and reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples 
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a 
loved one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish Office.  
Call or email for assistance.  The offering to cover one week (from Sunday through Saturday) is $25.00.   
 

 

“Every happening, great and small, is a parable whereby God speaks to us, 
and the art of life is to get the message.” — Malcolm Muggeridge 

 

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/pope-to-receive-indigenous-delegation-in-fall-archbishop-confirms-574590242.html
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/arts-and-life/life/faith/pope-to-receive-indigenous-delegation-in-fall-archbishop-confirms-574590242.html


 4 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
June 13, 2021 
 

Ezekiel 17:22-24   
In a vision of the prophet  
the remnant of Israel is promised a return to Zion. 

 

Psalm 92:1-2, 12-13, 14-15 
Those who are planted firmly in the Lord  
will flourish and bear fruit. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6-10   
While mortal life is not the point of life in Christ,  
it is the medium of the Gospel message. 

 

Mark 4:26-34   
Jesus describes life in the reign of God:  
purposeful, hidden, vibrant, fruitful. 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

The seed that wants to be a tree 
There may be two main ways to get religion wrong. One is to presume it has nothing to do with the material world. So 

forget political and social realities, pray harder, and concentrate on the spiritual life because it’s the only forum that counts. 
The other mistake is to assume that if religion has nothing to do with the material world, then it has nothing to offer because 
that’s where people find themselves. So eat, drink, and be merry, get what you can, and never mind about God until the 
unlikely event when celestial possibilities intrude on practical realities. 

Jesus issues an invitation to a third way. It’s the way of the farmer, who views the ground not only as dirt but as the 
matrix of all hope. For the ground, coupled with his own purposeful activity, is the medium of a harvest through God’s holy 
desire to bring forth life. The seed sleeps in the dark soil, dying to its original being to emerge as something greater than itself. 
This world is the soil of our lives. It’s where potential meets possibility and possibility the movement toward perfection. 

Thomas Merton described grace as the hidden potential we have for every virtue—like the oak tree hidden in the meat 
of an acorn. “To be an acorn,” he wrote, “is to have a taste for being an oak tree.” You and I seek grace, desire its 
transformative effect, because we’re acorns with oak trees inside with a taste for who we’re meant to be. Planted in the soil 
of this world, with proper care and attention, the virtues in our spiritual genes will emerge and we’ll assume our place in the 
grove of those giants, the saints. It’s not only simple to do, it’s the plan. God’s plan, anyway. The only thing that interferes 
with its maturity is if we plan something else. 

Saint Paul says mortal life keeps us away from the fullness of life with God. But he doesn’t advocate throwing our lives 
away. He urges we invest them, with courage, walking by faith. From here to eternity is never as far as we imagine. 

                                 – Alice Camille 
Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  

including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 
Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 

 

 

“I fed the poor and they called me a saint. 
I asked why they were poor and they called me a communist.” — Dorothy Day 
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
June 20, 2021 
 

Job 38:1-4, 8-11   
God tells Job who’s ultimately in charge  
of the created order. 

 

Psalm 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30-31   
God is the sure source of rescue in times of distress.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:14-17   
In Christ, a new creation is possible,  
and the old order passes away. 

 

Mark 4:35-41   
Jesus shows himself united  
with the power of God to banish chaos. 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

Water, water, everywhere 
Interesting things happen when Jesus gets near water. It may turn into wine as it did at Cana, though that was atypical. 

A voice from heaven could make declarations of his favored status, as occurred near the Jordan. Healings might take place, 
as at the pools of Bethesda, or disciples could be made, as in Galilee. Jesus might get into a boat and preach, or stroll across 
the sea without one. A spectacular amount of fish could be caught, or just enough to pay the temple tax. Even a bit of spittle 
proved sufficient to cure blindness. 

Or maybe, just maybe, Jesus would get into a boat and fall asleep. With all the excitement normally accompanying his 
proximity to water, this may seem like a surprisingly sedate encounter. But, needless to say, it doesn’t stay that way. 
 

Two kinds of crossings 
The synoptic tradition preserves two miracle stories about water crossings. One involves Jesus in the boat, and in the 

other Jesus is out of the boat—astonishingly and impossibly out. The Johannine strain has two water stories also, but in John, 
you’ll never catch Jesus in the boat. This seems significant, as the fourth gospel prefers the Christologically remote 
perspective. You won’t catch Jesus napping in John’s gospel, either. And most certainly not with a pillow! 

Meanwhile the synoptics, less concerned with preserving Jesus’ utter invulnerability, don’t mind portraying him in and 
out of the boat with equal ease. Sometimes Jesus goes for a stroll across the water after a session of prayer as if it were the 
most normal thing in the world, as if he owned the place. At other times he curls up on a cushion at the bottom of the boat 
and leaves the locomotion to his friends—never a good idea, considering the caliber of his friends. Obviously Jesus is 
comfortable in his humanity and content with the company he keeps in that little boat. 

Between the two stories, we see Jesus settled into a masterful divinity and a familiar humanity. He does not appear 
strained in either role. What we’re also looking at is a first-generation church very much at home with the idea of Jesus the 
man who is nonetheless Christ the Lord. This is doctrine waiting to happen. 

Does it matter whether Jesus really gets into our boat or not? To the defenders of the faith who fought the great heresies 
of the fourth century, it was a defining idea. It wasn’t enough to regard Jesus as a divine mirage or grand performance piece—
just God’s way of saying that the Force is with us. Jesus is in fact Emmanuel, God-with-us, God-in-the-boat. And this boat is 
sailing to Calvary, so it’s no lovely gesture we’re talking about here. Where our humanity goes, God goes: to powerlessness, 
to the cross, and to the grave. 

 

Powerless by choice 
Yes, Jesus shares the boat with us. But it’s equally important to the church’s first testimony for us to know that he didn’t 

have to. Jesus gets in the boat deliberately. He might have walked home to his Father across sea and sky, but he chose the 
way of humility. He could have calmed the storm of rage at his trial and walked through the crowd, as he did on other 
occasions, free as a bird. But instead, he was born into a body that could get tired and need to sleep, a body that could be 
captured and dragged off and fastened down and closed up in a tomb when it was all over. Except that it wasn’t all over, 
because he remained that other Jesus, the one with the power to walk on water or to calm the storm. 

“Do you not care that we are perishing?” the disciples shout at Jesus in the boat. It is an ironic accusation, considering 
that our tendency to perish is precisely why Jesus is in the boat to begin with. But their fear is real, not unlike Job’s despair 
at all the loss he has suffered. It is certainly the divine prerogative to speak out above the storm of human anguish and to 
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say, “Where were you when I stilled the proud waves?” The human answer remains the same: “Right here, suffering the 
effects of those waves!” 

It makes a huge difference to us, if God can say right back: “Me too. Me too.” 
Often Christians have been accused of lame theology for insisting that our God is the God who suffers with us. What 

good is that, when the suffering continues? Why would God choose to enter our anguish instead of to stop it altogether? The 
only way to prevent mortal suffering is to transform mortality into divinity, of course: to provide an antidote to sin and a way 
past death. Which is what Jesus did, if the Christian claim is true. He got in our boat, so we could get into his. 
 

APPLYING THE WORD 

New things coming 
Christians participate in a new creation in Christ. The old creation chose the way of sin, opening onto a future of suffering 

and death. The new creation rejoices in the forgiveness of sin, which opens up the assurance of life everlasting. What this 
means in plain language is, yes, Jesus cares that the human race is perishable, that we’ve been perishing since Adam and Eve, 
that the wind is high and the waves are breaking over the boat. Sin, suffering, and death are the perfect storm raised up 
against humanity, and the chances of survival without divine intervention are zero. 

So Jesus calms the storm with a word or two, by the same authority that once created the universe. “Do you not yet have 
faith?” he asks those terrified disciples. They don’t reply, but the answer is obvious: not enough to quell their fear. Still, Jesus 
is in their boat, and they’re going to survive this crossing.                         – Alice Camille 

 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
 
 

“Why therefore be disturbed? 
Your heart is agitated by the tribulations of the world, as the boat in which Jesus Christ was asleep … 

This boat in which Jesus Christ is sleeping is your heart in which faith is slumbering. 
What news do you hear, O Christian, what news do you hear? 

— Saint Augustine of Hippo 
 

 

SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 13 – 27, 2021 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 

Sunday, June 13    ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 4:00 pm Saturday     MASS FOR SUNDAY (livestreamed) – no congregation permitted  
                        – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

 

Sunday morning    MASS (offered in private) – Lucia Sibrian+, requested by José Barrera 
 

 

Monday, June 14    FERIAL 
       Mass (offered in private) – Keira Samantha Bond+, requested by Bond family  

 

Tuesday, June 15    FERIAL 
Mass (offered in private) – Ernie Samiana (health), requested by Nina Turner 

 

Wednesday, June 16   FERIAL 
Mass (offered in private) – Fr. Raphael Glofcheski+ (Bequest) 

 

6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS – please pray at home 
 

Thursday, June 17   FERIAL 
      Mass (offered in private) – Special intention 
 

Friday, June 18    FERIAL 
      Mass (offered in private) – Ernie Samiana (health), requested by Henrietta Zhanel 
 

12:00 noon    Fr. Robert on-call for Emergency Sacramental Coverage at Grace Hospital until June 21st 
 

3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy – please pray at home  
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Saturday, June 19   FERIAL 
  

 4:00 pm      MASS FOR SUNDAY (livestreamed) – no congregation permitted  
                    – Special intention, requested by a parishioner 
 

Sunday, June 20    TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – FATHER’S DAY 
       MASS (offered in private) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

 

 

Monday, June 21    MEMORIAL: SAINT ALOYSIUS GONZAGA, Religious 
      Mass (offered in private) – Special intention 
 

Tuesday, June 22    FERIAL 
       NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH – DAY 1 

      Mass (offered in private) – Angela Kalichak+ and all Holy Souls in Purgatory (Bequest) 
 

Wednesday, June 23   FERIAL 
       NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH – DAY 2 

Mass (offered in private) – Dolores Sibrian+, requested by José Barrera 
 

6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS – please pray at home 
 

Thursday, June 24   SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
       NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH – DAY 3 

      Mass (offered in private) – Lorenzo Sibrian+, requested by José Barrera 
 

Friday, June 25    FERIAL 
       NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH – DAY 4 

      Mass (offered in private) – Marcelino Sibrian+, requested by José Barrera 
 

3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy – please pray at home  
      

Saturday, June 26   FERIAL 
       NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH – DAY 5 

 

 4:00 pm      MASS FOR SUNDAY (livestreamed) – no congregation permitted  
                        – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

Sunday, June 27    THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
       NOVENA TO SAINT JOSEPH – DAY 6 

      MASS (offered in private) – Jesus Escobar+, requested by José Barrera 
 

 

 

“Food for our soul not only feeds us now but also opens up new possibilities 
that we might not have even considered.” 

— Dr. Robert J. Wicks, After 50 
 

 

THE OFFICIAL ‘ACTS OF THE SYNOD’:  The official ‘Acts of the Synod’ were published by the 

Archbishop on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021: "One of the last major tasks of our formal Synod is the 
publication of the Acts of the Synod.  The Acts of the Synod is an official and canonical document 
containing the major documents of the Synod, including the 42 recommended Proposals for pastoral 
implementation, along with the decrees, pastoral letters, lists of delegates and other important 
documents which were issued during the formal synod process.  As such the Acts of the Synod is an 
important historical account of our first Synod and an essential document as we move forward in 
implementing the Synod Proposals on the archdiocesan and parish levels."  To view the Acts of the Synod 
go to www.archwinnipeg.ca 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE MANITOBA REGIONAL ASSEMBLY:  Join us for Development and Peace’s Manitoba 

Regional Assembly which has been rescheduled to take place on Wednesday, June 16 from 6:00 - 9:00 pm.  All are welcome 
and invited to attend this bilingual assembly!  For information on how to register, contact Jason Cegayle at jcegayle@devp.org  
Agenda items and a confirmation e-mail will be sent to you after registration. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/
mailto:jcegayle@devp.org
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WORKSHOP ON ACTIVE LISTENING & EMPATHETIC RESPONDING:  Would you like to hone your active listening 
skills?  Learn how to listen to build rapport, understanding and trust – whether with your spouse, family members or 
friends!  Learn the concepts behind empathetic responding to help your loved ones find clarity and make decisions.  This 
workshop will offer practical experience with actual conversations and offer a repertoire of helpful phrases and 
responses.  The workshop is graciously offered by counsellor and mentor Alesa Sutherland as part of training sessions linked 
to the ‘First Responders’ initiative.  It will take place online via Zoom on Wednesday, June 16, 2021 from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. 
Sign up by Thursday, June 10 at www.bit.ly/listen-respond.  The event is free, but donations are gratefully accepted! 
Questions?  FFRWorshop@gmail.com / 204-254-1486.  
 

For other news and events in and around the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, 
please go to the website: www.archwinnipeg.ca 

 

 

LIVESTREAMED SUNDAY MASS AT SAINT JOHN XXIII CHURCH 
 

We continue to livestream Sunday Mass from Saint John XXIII Church each weekend on Saturday afternoon. 
To access livestreaming of parish liturgies via YouTube  

and/or an archive of liturgies posted online,  
go to links found on the home page of our parish website www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION  
for June 13, 2021 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

EZ 17:22-24; PS 92:1-2, 12-13, 14-15; 2 COR 5:6-10; MK 4:26-34 
 

As we enter back into Ordinary Time, our readings today remind us that heaven 
is our true home and that we cannot make it there without God’s assistance.  

In our First Reading, the prophet Ezekiel foretells the coming of the Kingdom of 
God. We can see that Jesus is the cedar that will become refuge for all people. He will 
humble the proud, lift the lowly and produce good fruit in the weakened. It is God 
who does the wondrous works.  

We often go through life wanting to be in control. We try to solve all our 
problems, as we think, "I can do it myself." We cling to our own ideas by putting 
certain events, future or even day-to-day moments into a perfect little box, "This is 
the way I want it." We can even push back in moments of suffering by trying to find 
every possible way to get out of it. We are "in control."  

Imagine what life would be like if we surrendered a little more. It is easier said 
than done — but, oh, how freeing it would be. What if we opened our clenched hands 
to God and said, “Thy will be done”? We would become free from attachment and more blessed than we could ever imagine.  

Only God can do all that He promised in our First Reading. We need Him. All we need to do is surrender. To help us on 
this journey of total surrender, try starting each day with a prayer of surrender, “Lord, I give You this day and all that You 
have in store for me, my family and friends.” With the guidance of the Lord, surely, we will make it home to heaven.  

– Catholic Stewardship Consultants 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Your assistance is very much appreciated – every gift, great or small, helps! 

 

PARISH OFFERINGS:  You may mail your contribution to the parish via CANADA POST.  Or you may leave a message with the 
parish office to make arrangements with one of our parish staff to drop off your offertory donations at a safe drop off location.  
For donations to the parish, please make cheques payable to “St. John XXIII Parish”. 
 

PAD OPTION:  Alternatively, we encourage you to consider being an “intentional giver” by registering for PRE-AUTHORIZED 
DEBIT.  Please leave a message at the parish office and someone will contact you and assist you. 
 

ONLINE OPTION:  If you wish to donate to the parish ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org can be found on our website.  Go to 
www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page. 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bit.ly%2Flisten-respond&data=04%7C01%7CCMartinez%40archwinnipeg.ca%7Ca3b74801fbba4e94d75308d91f9fa221%7Cc8dba5b65caf4121b8618624470a8af2%7C0%7C0%7C637575594813557653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TR%2Fzp9jimBWH2hIu%2F8bYmu%2BHkgaVNpoMKMuq4PJdX60%3D&reserved=0
mailto:FFRWorshop@gmail.com
http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
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