
 

 

THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS 
 

In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims  
that God has created each person for eternal life  

and that Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection,  
has broken the chains of sin and death that bound humanity.  

Christ achieved his task of redeeming humanity and giving perfect glory to God,  
principally by the paschal mystery of his blessed passion, 

resurrection from the dead, and glorious ascension. 
 
 

 

 
 

Christians celebrate the funeral rites 
to offer worship, praise, and thanksgiving to God 

for the gift of a life which has now been returned to God, 
the author of life and the hope of the just. 

The Mass, the memorial of Christ’s death and resurrection, 
is the principal celebration of the Christian funeral. 

 
 

 
 

Worship Aid 
 

Funeral Mass for Elizabeth Taiwo Olorunfemi, R.I.P. 
 

Friday, August 27, 2021 

12:00 noon 
Livestream to begin at approximately 11:50 a.m. 
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SOME COVID-19 PROTOCOLS AT SAINT JOHN XXIII PARISH TO NOTE 

 

HAND SANTIZING:  All assisting ministers, parishioners and visitors are to SANITIZE THEIR HANDS upon 

arrival at church. 
 

FACE COVERINGS:  The wearing of a face covering (mask) is currently recommended in all indoor public 

places in the Province of Manitoba.  If you did not bring a mask with you, you may request a mask from one of the 

hospitality ministers in the narthex.  If you will be receiving Holy Communion, please lower your mask or remove 

it completely before approaching the Priest to receive Holy Communion. 
 

PHYSICAL/SOCIAL DISTANCING:  All are asked, as far as possible, to observe appropriate physical/social 

distancing (i.e. stay 2 metres apart) during their time in our church facility.  However, those from the same 

household may sit closer together in the same pew while in church.  Please refrain from congregating in the narthex 

or at the church entrance.  Everyone is asked to enter and leave the church in an orderly and timely manner.   
 

WASHROOMS:  If at all possible, we encourage everyone to use the washroom at home before they come to 

church.  Nevertheless, if you need access to the washroom, please ask one of the parish staff or hospitality ministers 

(ushers) to direct you downstairs.  Please keep movements throughout the facility to a minimum and be respectful 

of your place in the greater picture for the good of all.  Remember that the virus is the unseen enemy.  Our custodian 

and parish volunteers must sanitize all areas used afterwards. 
 

OTHER REMINDERS:  Let us all continue the everyday activities that can help reduce exposure to COVID-

19 and protect the health of one another:  wash your hands often with soap and water; sneeze or cough into your 

sleeve; avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth; if you are sick or in a vulnerable state, please stay at home. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PREPARATION FOR THE CELEBRATION 

 

GATHERING     
 

As far as possible, during the gathering all maintain an atmosphere of calm and recollection.  Meanwhile, 

suitable instrumental music may be played.  Just before the conclusion of this period of gathering, the cantor 

sings the following songs: 
 

Amazing Grace                 Gather 586 

Ave Maria                               Gather 772 

 
THE ORDER OF MASS 

 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

 
RITE OF THE RECEPTION OF THE BODY 
 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 
 

GREETING Response:    And with your spirit. 

 

SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER 

 

PLACING OF THE PALL 
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ENTRANCE CHANT      
 

On Eagle’s Wings                Gather 593 
 

1.   You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 

who abide in his shadow for life, 

say to the Lord, "My Refuge, 

my rock in whom I trust!" 

 

Refrain:   And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, 

bear you on the breath of dawn, 

make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

2.   The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 

and famine will bring you no fear: 

under his wings your refuge, 

his faithfulness your shield.         (refrain) 
 

3.  You need not fear the terror of the night, 

nor the arrow that flies by day; 

though thousands fall about you, 

near you it shall not come.         (refrain) 
 

4.   For to his angels he's given a command, 

to guard you in all of your ways; 

upon their hands they will bear you up, 

lest you dash your foot against a stone.     (refrain) 
 

Coda after last refrain:  
 

  And hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.   Text: Psalm 91, Michael Joncas, b. 1951  
  Tune: Michael Joncas, b.. 1951 

  © 1979, OCP Publications 

 

COLLECT 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

FIRST READING:  Ecclesiastes 3.1-11a 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 23           

 

  Refrain:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
        

    Music: © 2010 Gordon Johnston/Novalis 
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15.20-24a, 25-28 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Matthew 25.34                      Gather 266  
   

  Cantor:  Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia! 

  People:  Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

  Verse:   Come, you that are blessed by my Father, says the Lord; / 

      inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

      from the foundation of the world. 
  

  People:  Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 5.1-12a 
 

  Priest:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

  People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
     

Response:     Hear our prayer. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

OFFERTORY CHANT / PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
   

Shall We Gather at the River             Gather 761 
 

1.  Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod; 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 
 

Refrain: Yes, we'll gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God. 
 

2.  On the margin of the river, 

Washing up its silver spray, 

We will walk and worship ever, 

All the happy golden day.      (refrain) 
 

3.  Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we ev'ry burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

And provide a robe and crown.    (refrain) 
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4.  Soon we'll reach the shining river, 

Soon our pilgrimage will cease, 

Soon our happy hearts will quiver 

With the melody of peace.      (refrain) 
 

Text and music: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 

 
At the conclusion of the preparation of the gifts, the Priest invites the people to rise and reply. 

 

Priest:   Pray, brothers and sisters, 

    that my sacrifice and yours 

    may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
 
 

 People:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

     for the praise and glory of his name, 

     for our good  

and the good of all his holy Church. 

 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS       

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

PREFACE DIALOGUE                      CIS #5.5, p. 82 
 

SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)                    CIS #2.3, p. 41 
 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                     CIS #2.4, p. 42 
  

Priest:   The mystery of faith. 
 

 People:  We proclaim your Death, O Lord,  

     and profess your Resurrection  

until you come again. 
 

GREAT AMEN                      CIS #2.5, p. 42 

 
COMMUNION RITE 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                         

 
SIGN OF PEACE  
 

Keeping in mind current COVID-19 protocols, the sign of peace is given by a simple bow of the head to  

those close by. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD:  Lamb of God                    CIS #2.6, p. 43 
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PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION 
 

Priest:   Behold the Lamb of God, 

    behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 

    Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 
 

 People:  Lord, I am not worthy 

     that you should enter under my roof, 

     but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.  

 

COMMUNION 
 

Catholics believe that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life 

and worship.  Catholics believe that Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist in a true, real and substantial way, 

with his Body and his Blood, with his Soul and his Divinity.  Therefore, according to the discipline of the 
Catholic Church, we ordinarily invite to receive Holy Communion those who are properly disposed and in full 

communion with the Catholic Church.  All who are not receiving sacramental communion are encouraged to 

express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity and for the peace of the human family. 
 

According to current COVID-19 protocols, the Priest will distribute Holy Communion by placing the Body of 

Christ into the properly extended hands of each communicant.  After saying “Amen”, please be sure to 

reverently consume the consecrated host before returning to your pew. 

 

COMMUNION CHANT      
 

I Am the Bread of Life               Gather 822 
 

1.  I am the Bread of Life. 

   You who come to me shall not hunger; 

   and who believe in me shall not thirst. 

   No one can come to me unless the Father beckons. 
 

Refrain:  And I will raise you up,  

and I will raise you up, 

     and I will raise you up on the last day. 
 

2.  The bread that I will give  

  is my flesh for the life of the world, 

   and if you eat of this bread,  

you shall live for ever, you shall live for ever.    (refrain) 
 

3.  Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man 

   and drink of his blood, and drink of his blood,  

you shall not have life within you.        (refrain)  
 

4.  I am the Resurrection, I am the life. 

   If you believe in me, even though you die,  

you shall live for ever.            (refrain) 
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5.  Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 

   the Son of God, Who has come into the world.    (refrain) 
 

Text: John 6; Suzanne Toolan, SM, b.1927 

              Tune: BREAD OF LIFE, Irregular with refrain, Suzanne Toolan, SM, b.1927 

              © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

While those assembled in church come forward in procession to receive Sacramental Communion,  

those following this Funeral Mass from home are invited to make an Act of Spiritual Communion. 
 

My Jesus,  

I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things  

and I desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 

and unite myself to you completely.  
Never permit me to be separated from you.   

Amen.                   
 – attributed to Saint Alphonsus Liguori 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

FINAL COMMENDATION 
 

INVITATION TO PRAYER 
 

SILENCE 
 

SIGN OF FAREWELL:  INCENSE 
 

SONG OF FAREWELL 
  

The cantor will sing the antiphon through once, then all repeat it.   
 

May songs of the Angels welcome you 

and guide you along your way. 

May the smiles of the Martyrs greet your own 

as darkness turns into day. 

Every fear will be undone  

and death will be no more, 

as songs of the Angels bring you home 

before the face of God. 

 

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION 
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DISMISSAL 

 

RECESSIONAL CHANT 
 

How Great Thou Art               Gather 496 
 

1.   O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

   Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 

   I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 

   Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed! 

 

Refrain:   Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee; 

     How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

     Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee; 

     How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

 

2.   When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

   And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 

   When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

   And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. 

 

3.   And when I think that God, His son not sparing, 

   Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 

   That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 

   He bled and died to take away my sin! 

 

4.   When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

   And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

   Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

   And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! 
 

Text: Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989 

              Tune: O STORE GUD, 11 10 11 10 with refrain; Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989 

              © 1953, 1981, Manna Music, Inc. 

 
RITE OF COMMITTAL 
 

Immediately following the Funeral Mass, those who wish may join the family in proceeding to St. Boniface 

Cemetery for the Rite of Committal where the body of Elizabeth Taiwo Olorunfemi will be laid to rest. 

 


