
 

 

 

EFFECTIVE MARCH 1st 
In accordance with current public health orders, capacity limits have been eliminated. 

Registration for liturgies is no longer required. The use of face masks continues until March 15th. 
 

Please continue to follow the rules of good hygiene including hand washing/sanitizing and cough etiquette. 
For the safety and comfort of all, please self-screen before coming to church. 

If you are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, please refrain from coming to Mass.  Stay home if you are sick.   
 

 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447 

Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 
 

Office Hours: On designated afternoons 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
and at other times for pre-arranged appointments 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.  
 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
As announced in the schedule in this bulletin. 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
As circumstances permit, on Friday afternoons or by appointment 

 
 

PARISH BULLETIN 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – March 6, 2022 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT – March 13, 2022 
 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-888-9340 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Brad McKay 
204-888-8200  lvendro8@gmail.com      204-795-6788  br.mckay@outlook.com 

 

Trustee:  William Gould          Parish Pastoral Council Facilitator:  Laurette Burch  
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net  
 

FAITH FORMATION:   
 Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information concerning catechism materials for lessons  
 to take place in the home setting and/or at church as circumstances permit. 
 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact our Pastoral Assistant for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 
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2022 Wednesday Evening Lenten Retreats 
in Saint John XXIII Church 

immediately following 7:00 pm Mass (approx. 7:40 pm) 
 

Father of Mercies: On the Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 

The Gospel parable of the Prodigal Son appears in the Church’s liturgy on 
the Fourth Sunday of Lent Year C, this year on Sunday, March 27, 2022.  
Most of us are familiar this parable—at least with one part of it.  We 
remember how the younger brother in the parable demanded to receive 
his inheritance before his father died, and then went off and squandered 
that inheritance in sinful living.  When he had nothing left, he humbly came 
back to his father’s house, and instead of being punished for his 
selfishness, he was welcomed with a celebration.  That’s what most of us 
remember about this parable.  It’s a good story, but is it really meant for 
all of us?  Isn’t it just a parable for really big sinners who do terrible things?  
But it is not a parable just for really big sinners.  Jesus told this parable to the most faithful and religious people in Israel.  
There are a lot of reasons Jesus did this, and some of them have an important, refreshing and inspiring message for us.   
 

We plan to hold this retreat in parts over three Wednesday evenings: 
 

Wednesday, March 9, 2022   Evening 1  Introduction and First Meditation 
Wednesday, March 16, 2022   Evening 2  Introduction and Second Meditation 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022   Evening 3  Conference 
 

Teacher and Lord: On the Last Supper 
 

From the first centuries of Christianity, the forty days of Lent leading up to 
Holy Week have been a time of special significance.  Lent is a name taken 
from the Old English word meaning “spring.”  The liturgical season of Lent 
is meant to be a time of spiritual spring-training, so to speak: six weeks 
during which we pay particular attention to prayer, penance, and works of 
mercy in order to prepare for Holy Week.  The more deeply we live Lent, 
the more abundantly we will be able to receive the spiritual renewal that 
God wants to give us during the holiest days of the liturgical year.  This 
retreat on the Last Supper will help to make that happen. 
 

We plan to hold this retreat in parts over two Wednesday evenings: 
 

Wednesday, March 30, 2022   Evening 1  Introduction, First Meditation and Second Meditation 
Wednesday, April 6, 2022    Evening 2  Conference 
 
 

Videos and printed resources will be provided each Wednesday retreat evening to facilitate personal reflection and, as 
circumstances suggest, some small group discussion.  To facilitate preparations for each retreat evening, we kindly ask 
those interested in participating to register beforehand.  For further information and to register for these retreat 
evenings, please contact Sharon Camier, our Pastoral Assistant, through the parish office. 
 

 
 

“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ!” insisted Saint Jerome.  This is a strong exhortation from a Father and 
Doctor of the Catholic Church to Christians urging them to pay attention to serious reflection and study of Scripture.      
To assist in that endeavor, copies of the following are available at the parish office for a very reasonable cost as noted: 
 

Living with Christ SUNDAY MISSAL 2021 – 2022     $6.95 per copy 
NRSV Bible – Catholic Edition, hardcover      $20.00 per Bible 
Living with Christ Missalette – monthly edition     $4.00 per copy.  (March edition out of stock) 
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Statement of the Executive Committee of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops  
on the Russian Invasion of Ukraine 
February 24, 2022 
 

The Executive Committee of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) condemns the escalation of tensions and 
violence in Ukraine marked by Russia’s invasion, which was seen today, Thursday, 24 February 2022, in the form of 
militarization and bombing in various Ukrainian cities. 
 

In solidarity with the Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk, in unison with Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, with the people of Ukraine as well as with Canadians of Ukrainian origin and descent, we encourage 
the faithful and all people of good will to pray for the imminent restoration of peace, dialogue, and human fraternity. 
 

Conscious of the regrettable lessons about violence which we have all learned throughout human history, we implore all 
involved to pursue non-violent means to resolve disputes and disagreements. The use of military force does not favour 
dialogue and peace; rather, it endangers innocent human life, the dignity of the human person and the security and safety of 
all the people caught up in this conflict. 
 

Jesus came to bring the gift of peace, and it is through Him that new pathways of dialogue can be 
opened, even when all other avenues appear closed. With Pope Francis, who has entrusted this 
situation to the intercession of Mary, the Mother of God, we ask Our Lady, through her powerful 
intercession, to open hearts so that anger, resentment, and division may start to be healed and 
that any further escalation of unnecessary violence may be avoided. 
 
 

HOW CAN I HELP UKRAINE NOW!?  The website of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg has posted a 

helpful page with suggestions and links encouraging the faithful to 1. PRAY, 2. LEARN & KNOW THE TRUTH,                           
3. DONATE, and 4. assist REFUGEES via CNEWA Canada (Catholic Near East Welfare Association).  For further details 
go to www.archeparchy.ca or directly to the information page http://archeparchy.ca/news_details.php?news_id=1118 
 

 

 

SOLIDARITY, PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE: Development and Peace joins relief efforts 
Development and Peace is joining the Caritas Internationalis family, the CIDSE network and organizations like the Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association in responding to Caritas Ukraine’s call. We have made an immediate allocation of $75,000 to 
help with the provision of food, shelter, medical care and transport to safe locations. As the conflict goes on, much more 
funding will be required to meet Ukrainians’ needs. Development and Peace therefore calls on Canadians to give generously.  
Donations can be made on our website, by calling 1-888-664-3387 or by mailing us a cheque drawn in favour of 
Development and Peace and marked Emergency Ukraine.  For further information go to www.devp.org/en/ 
 

 

 

Preparation for First Reception  
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation  

and the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist 
 

        INTRODUCTORY MEETING  
        WITH PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND CHILDREN 
 

        10:30 a.m. Sunday, March 6, 2022 
        downstairs in the parish hall 
 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR PASTORAL ASSISTANT, SHARON CAMIER, TO REGISTER. 
 

This is an important meeting during which the program of proximate preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
and Eucharist will be explained.  Books and some handouts will be distributed.   
 

Current health orders continue to require the wearing of face masks.  Although physical distancing is no longer required, 
authorities advise that it is strongly recommended.  Children and parents will be seated at tables in household groupings. 
 

So long as circumstances permit, we hope that this year’s First Communion Celebration will be held before the end June. 

http://www.archeparchy.ca/
http://archeparchy.ca/news_details.php?news_id=1118
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=3&gl=24360
http://www.devp.org/en/
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LENTEN RETREAT EVENINGS – Wednesday evenings of Lent after Mass in the main worship space 
WAY OF THE CROSS DEVOTION – Fridays of Lent at 7:00 p.m. in the main worship space 

 

SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 6 – 20, 2022 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 

Sunday, March 6    FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
   4:00 pm Saturday     MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners  

9:00 am     MASS – Apolinar Blaquera+, requested by Daniel Blaquera  
10:30 am    Introductory Meeting with parents/guardians and children beginning preparation  
       for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Eucharist (parish hall)   
 

11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners      
1:30 pm     Celebration of Baptism – Rhys Bradley Vendramelli    
  

 

Monday, March 7   FERIAL 

       Mass (offered in private) – Elizabeth Margaret Polz+, requested by Fr. Robert Polz and family 
4:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to participate in a St. Paul’s High School Board of Directors meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 8   FERIAL 
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Monica Bird (health), requested by her parents Wally and Janet Williams 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 

 

Wednesday, March 9   FERIAL 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Kaitlin Lowe+, requested by her coworkers at Grace Hospital 
7:40 pm     RETREAT EVENING – Father of Mercies: A Lenten Retreat  
                                      on the Parable of the Prodigal Son – Introduction and First Meditation 
 

Thursday, March 10   FERIAL 
 

       Mass (offered in private) – Angelita Maduro+, requested by Virgil Maduro 
1:15 pm     Central Winnipeg Deanery meeting via ZOOM 
 

Friday, March 11    FERIAL 
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Special intention, requested by a parishioner 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy      

7:00 pm     WAY OF THE CROSS 
 

Saturday, March 12   FERIAL 
4:00 pm      MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners  
 

N.B.: Remember to “SPRING FORWARD” clocks tonight to Daylight Savings Time 
 

Sunday, March 13   SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
9:00 am     MASS – Consolacion and Dominador Arenas+, requested by Grace and John Ocampo  
10:15 am    Sacramental Preparation Session for First Reconciliation (parish hall) 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners      
 

 

Monday, March 14   FERIAL 

      Mass (offered in private) – Intentions of Lori Thompson, requested by Mona Harper 
 

Tuesday, March 15   FERIAL 
10:30 am     Fr. Robert is scheduled to participate in an Archdiocesan Personnel Board meeting 

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
1:30 pm     Knitting Group Gathering (downstairs in room 8) 
7:00 pm     MASS – Intentions of Fr. Robert Polz (60th birthday), requested by a parishioner 
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Wednesday, March 16  FERIAL 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Geraldine Eleanor MacDonald+, requested by George, Olga, and José 
7:40 pm     RETREAT EVENING – Father of Mercies: A Lenten Retreat  
                  on the Parable of the Prodigal Son – Second Meditation 
 

Thursday, March 17   FERIAL 
      MASS (offered in private) – Glen Harper+, requested by Mona Harper 
 

Friday, March 18    FERIAL 
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Monica Bird (health), requested by her parents Wally and Janet Williams 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy      

7:00 pm     WAY OF THE CROSS 
 

Saturday, March 19 SOLEMNITY: SAINT JOSEPH, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Patron of the Universal Church,       

                 Principal Patron of Canada, Patron of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 

10:30 am    MASS – For the holy souls in purgatory, requested by Blaquera family 
 

11:15 am    Parish Pastoral Council Meeting (downstairs in Room 9) 
 

    

       Novena to Saint Kateri Tekakwitha – Day One    
4:00 pm      MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners  

 

Sunday, March 20   THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
       Novena to Saint Kateri Tekakwitha – Day Two 

9:00 am     MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners    
11:45 am    MASS – Christopher Patson+, requested by Zonia Patson     
1:30 pm     Celebration of Baptism – Ronaldo Castro Jr. 
 

 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
March 6 – 12, 2022   For peace in Ukraine and the repose of the souls of all those who have died 
 

March 13 – 19, 2022   Luis and Benita Precioso+, requested by Nina Turner 
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a 
loved one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish 
Office.  Call or email for assistance.  The offering to cover one week (from Sunday through Saturday) is $25.00.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please pray for the loved ones of our community in need of healing and comfort:   
Darrell Aucoin, Dora Auger, Gladys Barton, Annette and Maynard Bates, Monica Bird, Catherine Blaquera, 
Freda Broughton, Ken Burke, Bill Camier, Harold Cook, Alan and Cathleen Critchley, René Defries, Ray 
Fleury, John and Marina Foucart, René Gobeil, Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario 
Jequinto, Julius Kapalka, Tracy Kingsland, Amanda Klaasen, Angela Krassie, Brett Lawrence, Violet 
Lebedeff, Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Tim Mangin, Yvonne Mason, Frances Mijker, Susan Murphy, 
Zonia Patson, Shirley Payment, Owen Robertson, Carol Ann Robinson, Ernesto (Ernie) Samiana, Janice 
Skene, Jerome Strachan, Nina Turner, Joe and Maria Wallack, and Helen Yankoski. 

 
 

Saint John XXIII Parish Stewardship of Treasure 
 

PARISH OFFERINGS:  You may place your offering envelopes in the OFFERING BOX which is located on the table in the narthex 
near the main aisle.  Or you may mail your contribution to the parish via CANADA POST.  Or you may leave a message with 
the parish office to make arrangements with one of our parish staff to drop off your offertory donations at a safe drop off 
location.  For donations to the parish, please make cheques payable to “St. John XXIII Parish”. 
 

PAD OPTION:  Alternatively, we encourage you to consider being an “intentional giver” by registering for PRE-AUTHORIZED 
DEBIT.  Please leave a message at the parish office and someone will contact you and assist you. 
 

ONLINE OPTION:  If you wish to donate to the parish ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org can be found on our website.  Go to 
www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page.   
 

 

http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
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In anticipation of the rescheduled visit of the Delegation from Canada comprised of Indigenous Elders, knowledge keepers, 
residential school survivors, and youth who will meet Pope Francis in Rome from March 28 to April 1, 2022, we plan to pray 
a Novena to Saint Kateri Tekakwitha beginning on Saturday, March 19th.  With the Catholic Bishops of Canada, we remain 
committed to walking toward healing and reconciliation with the Indigenous peoples of Canada. 
 

A PRAYER TO SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA 
 

O Blessed Saint Kateri, Lily of the Mohawks, "Little Sunshine",  
favoured sister of all, especially of the Indigenous Peoples.  
You were among the First Peoples of Canada  
to welcome the faith in Jesus Christ. 
In spite of your harsh environment and personal suffering,  
you witnessed to your people with prayer, the cross and service. 
Pray for the peoples of Canada – the Indigenous peoples of the First Nations,  
and the non-Indigenous – the descendants of the early settlers  
and the more recent immigrants,  
and pray for all those who do not yet know Jesus.  
Inspire us to embrace the cross of Christ, as you did,  
and with it to rejoice in the goodness of God that comes to us each day. 
You accepted Jesus as your Friend and God.  
Help us also to become his disciples  
and co-workers in the kingdom in word and in deeds,  
so as to build a just and peaceful world.  
Join with us in prayer for Truth and Reconciliation in our country,  
through the intercession of Mary to Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

First Sunday of Lent 
March 6, 2022 
 

Deuteronomy 26:4-10   
Moses invites all generations of Israel  
to remember salvation as a personal experience. 

 

Psalm 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15   
With angels to guard us, we need not fear  
snake, lion, dragon, or any other evil. 

 

Romans 10:8-13   
What we believe and what we profess together  
inform the life we live in Christ.  

 

Luke 4:1-13   
Jesus resists the devil and all his empty promises. 

 

GLANCING THOUGHTS 

Bread and Stone 
In the Gospel Reading, Jesus has not eaten for forty days in the desert, and he feels the whole forty days’ worth of hunger. 
That’s a lot of hunger! At that point, Satan comes to him in the desert and urges him to turn stones into bread so that Jesus 
has something to eat. 
 

Now there’s nothing good about hunger, and there’s nothing bad about bread. On the contrary, Jesus himself commands us 
to pray for bread daily. And there is no question about the fact that Jesus has the power to provide bread for himself. He can 
turn water into wine, and he can stop being hungry by turning stones into bread. As far as that goes, Jesus himself tells us 
that if a son asks his father for bread, no good father will give him a stone (Luke 11:11). So Jesus could get bread from stones 
just by asking his father, who is God and good, to give him bread.  
 

Why doesn’t Jesus do so? And what are we to make of the line with which Jesus refuses Satan’s suggestion: people do not 
live by bread alone? If I suggest that you might like some ham, what sense does it make for you to tell me that people do not 
live by ham alone? 
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Notice, though, that that line does make sense if what you are telling me is that you are full. In another Gospel, Jesus says, 
“Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). Jesus himself is 
the Word of God, and he came into the desert filled with the Spirit of God (Luke 4:1). Even though he is hungry after so long 
a fast, then, there is another sense in which he really is full. 
 

Jesus’ rejection of Satan’s urging gives us a pattern for our lives too. In our suffering, when those things we think we need in 
order to live are denied us, we do not have to be desperate. When we are hungry for what we do not have because our Father 
God has not given it, we still have the Word of God, which comes into us and can fill us. Jesus, who is the stone—the 
cornerstone—of the Church, is our bread at the same time. And so we can be like him: full, even when, in the stony parts of 
our lives, we are hungry, too.                          – Eleonore Stump 
 

Eleonore Stump is Professor of Philosophy, Saint Louis University 
Copyright © 2022, Eleonore Stump. All Rights Reserved. Permission granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
March 13, 2022 
 

Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18   
Abram seals a covenant with God in blood and fire. 

 

Psalm 27:1, 7-8, 9, 13-14   
Waiting for the Lord with courage  
leads to our salvation.  

 

Philippians 3:17 – 4:1   
Our citizenship is in the reign of God,  
from which we await our rescuer. 

 

Luke 9:28b-36   
Heaven breaks into time  
on a high mountain as the disciples look on. 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

The universe un-doomed 
What is faith? One popular notion is that it means believing in spite of all evidence to the contrary, a blind or even irrational 
approach to reality that makes it hard for educated people to take religion seriously. But the rabbis have something quite 
different in mind when they discuss faith. They view it through the biblical lens of characters like Abram, whose faith is 
“counted to him as righteousness.” Granted, it might seem that Abram was asked to believe blindly in the nation that would 
come out of him, his and Sarah’s childlessness to the contrary. In fact, Abram is not very good at this kind of blind acceptance 
of the impossible. He questions God boldly on many occasions when unlikely ideas are proposed. Abram did not believe in 
irrational things, as it turns out. Abram didn’t believe in things at all. He believed in a person, and it was his boundless trust 
in God that becomes the measure of faith from the Hebrew perspective ever after. 
 

So biblical faith means trust in a person, God, and not wrapping our minds around impossible outcomes. Trust in God may 
well lead to impossible outcomes, mind you, but we’re not asked to do the mental gymnastics, just to remain faithful. We 
might compare the task to what lovers do from the moment love overtakes them. They move through the miracle of love 
simply trusting that it will resolve every obstacle to its fullest expression. They don’t know how love will do this, and they 
don’t have a concrete plan they are following. They simply love and allow love to move each successive mountain as it 
presents itself. 
 

The self-curse 
Because Abram trusts God so completely, God decides to return the favor in a mysterious ritual known as the “covenant of 
grant” in ancient Mesopotamia. This covenant is a reward bestowed on a servant for past loyalty and demands no obligation 
from the servant. The animal carcasses are clearly a warning: May I be like these animals if I break this covenant. But God 
alone moves through the pathway of death, taking the threat of blood upon the divine head, as it were. From the Christian 
perspective, we cannot help but shudder at what God is doing. We view this self-curse that God freely takes up and imagine 
how it reaches its awful conclusion at the cross. 
 

The one-sided covenant is repeated in another fashion with David, but not all covenants are unilateral, as we know. The 
Mosaic covenant binds the nation to God through acts of continued obedience and loyalty outlined in 10 broad categories of 
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allegiance. When the nation violates its part of the bargain, they pay for their failure in numerous ways: famine and disease, 
war, exile, and subjugation. It is left to the vision of Isaiah to conceive of a time when God’s innocent servant will take up the 
blame of the nation and suffer for the whole people. For God, needless to say, never breaks faith with the nation, yet takes 
up the consequences of the self-curse all the same. 
 

The meaning of atonement 
God isn’t “out for blood.” Traditional notions of a wrathful God view the divine in bloodthirsty terms. The original cult of 
sacrifice was not a magical formula to appease God. God’s benevolent desire was to break the connection between sin and 
punishment before the chaos of sin’s consequences was unleashed into the world. As such, sacrifice prevented the danger 
and restored the connection to the source of life—it was not intended to placate an angry God. “The blood is the life,” as 
ancient people understood it. Surrendering this seat of life made the gift of new life possible. 
 

Hebrew tradition presumed, naturally, that the rituals were taken up sincerely, and that confession of sin and contrition for 
the breech preceded the ritual action. No one was getting off the hook with cheap grace. Even when the scapegoat or bull 
went off into the desert with the sins of the people heaped upon it, the idea was not that the guilt was transferred to the 
animal and away from the responsible parties. Laying hands on the animal identified the sinner with the creature, allowing 
one to symbolically enact the death that both experienced as an outcome of sin. It was a strong visual, we might say, for 
sinners to see both the effects of sin and the goodness of God in protecting them by removing the danger from their midst. 
 

It’s fascinating to see what the New Testament writers do with this basic understanding of sin, guilt, and atonement. Mark, 
Matthew, and Paul embrace atonement theology passionately, presenting Jesus as the “ransom for many,” whose blood is 
shed for all sinners. But John resists this most Jewish of approaches, insisting that Jesus freely lays down his life for his friends 
in order to give them life more abundantly. Luke prefers to view the death of Jesus as a witness, in the martyr’s sense of the 
term. The death of Jesus testifies both to his fidelity to God and to God’s fidelity to his “chosen Son.” 
 

APPLYING THE WORD 

The ancient curse transfigured 
“In sorrow that the ancient curse / Should doom to death a universe / You came, O Savior, to set free / Your own in glorious 
liberty.” I’m frequently astounded by the theological proximity of Lent to Advent. These words from the Advent hymn, 
“Creator of the Stars of Night,” fit neatly into our celebration of Transfiguration. The ancient curse of sin, sealed in blood, will 
be gloriously transformed by the sign of the cross. Jesus testifies unequivocally on God’s behalf that the universe is un-
doomed. Too often we reduce the meaning of Transfiguration to something that happened to Jesus on one surprising day. 
The whole world, in fact, participates in the great transformation from doomed to saved, from death to life. The glory of Jesus 
on the mountain reveals what that transformation can mean, and it is very, very good for us to be here and fully awake to it. 
                               – Alice Camille 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
 
 

“Have you run so many circles of the years bustling vainly about the world, and yet you don’t have 
40 days to be free for prayer for your own soul’s sake?” — Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 

 

 

THIS LENT, LET’S PUT PEOPLE AND PLANET FIRST 
 

This year, Development and Peace — Caritas Canada’s People and Planet First campaign calls you 
to support our sisters and brothers in the Global South in defending their rights and the planet. Do 
this by:  
 

1. Donating online at devp.org/give or during the Solidarity Sunday collection in your parish on 
April 3, the Fifth Sunday of Lent. Your generosity helps support over 85 projects in 27 countries 
around the world! 

2. Learning more by reading the Mini-magazine and other resources available at 
devp.org/lent/resources. 

3. Signing the petition for strong laws to control Canadian corporations’ behaviour abroad at 
devp.org/act. 
 

For more information, contact Jason Cegayle at 204-231-2848 or email jcegayle@devp.org 
 

 

“Maybe you have to know the darkness before you can appreciate the light.” — Madeline L’Engle 
 

http://devp.org/give
http://www.devp.org/lent/resources
http://www.devp.org/act
mailto:jcegayle@devp.org
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