
 

 

 
 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447 

Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 
 

Office Hours: On designated afternoons 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
and at other times for pre-arranged appointments 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.  
 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
As announced in the schedule in this bulletin. 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
Friday, March 25th from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 
 

PARISH BULLETIN 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT – March20, 2022 
 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – March 27, 2022 
 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-888-9340 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Brad McKay 
204-888-8200  lvendro8@gmail.com      204-795-6788  br.mckay@outlook.com 

 

Trustee:  William Gould          Parish Pastoral Council Facilitator:  Laurette Burch  
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net  
 

FAITH FORMATION:   
 Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information concerning catechism materials for lessons  
 to take place in the home setting and/or at church as circumstances permit. 
 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact our Pastoral Assistant for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 



 

 2 

LENT 2022 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
“24 Hours for the Lord” 
Friday, March 25, 2022 

 

On Friday, March 25th in St. Peter's Basilica, Pope Francis will preside  
at a Penitential Celebration opening the traditional “24 Hours for the Lord.”   

The motto for this year’s “24 Hours for the Lord” is:  
In Him, we have forgiveness (cf. Col. 1.13-14) 

 

Here at Saint John XXIII Church, during a period of Eucharistic Adoration  
our pastor and a few other priests from the Central Winnipeg Deanery  

will make themselves available for confessions  
from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm on Friday, March 25th. 

 

See the parish schedule below for further details concerning Mass  
and other devotions being held during the day. 

 

Further opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in neighbouring parishes of the deanery are noted in the parish 
schedule below.  The full deanery schedule is available on the parish website and on the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA AND UKRAINE TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 

Pope Francis will consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary during the Penitential Celebration 
in St. Peter's Basilica on March 25, the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord.  On the same day, Cardinal Konrad 
Krajewski, the papal almoner, will carry out a similar consecration at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal. 

 

According to the messages of Fatima, when Mary appeared to the three shepherd children in Fatima in 1917, she told 
them, "God wishes to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If what I say to you is done, many souls will 
be saved, and there will be peace."  Warning of "war, famine and persecutions of the church and of the Holy Father," Mary 
told the children, "To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart." 

On March 25, 1984, St. John Paul II led the world's bishops in the consecration of Russia and the world.  The late Sister 
Lucia dos Santos, the last surviving visionary and the one who received the instructions for the consecration, had said that it 
was properly performed.  Nevertheless, there are some who insist it was not done properly or that it should be done again. 

At his Sunday recitations of the Angelus since Russia invaded Ukraine February 24, people have been showing up in St. 
Peter's Square with signs asking Pope Francis for the consecration of Russia, or of Russia and Ukraine, to Mary.  The Fatima 
message promised: "If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted, and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her 
errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church.  The good will be martyred; the Holy Father will 
have much to suffer; various nations will be annihilated."  But, the message continued, "In the end, my Immaculate Heart will 
triumph.  The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me, and she shall be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to 
the world." 
 

Archbishop Gagnon, in a recent memorandum said, “I encourage all priests 
to be in solidarity with the Holy Father at Mass on March 25, 2022 and pray 
for peace in Ukraine and Russia.  It’s important that we are in union with the 
Holy Father in the spiritual action by praying for peace.”  Accordingly, in Saint 
John XXIII Parish before and during the 12:10 pm Mass on March 25th we will 
include prayers for peace in Ukraine and Russia and unite ourselves with 
Pope Francis as he makes the prayer of consecration to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary in the name of the whole Church. 

 

“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ!” insisted Saint Jerome.  This is a strong exhortation from a Father and Doctor 
of the Catholic Church to Christians urging them to pay attention to serious reflection and study of Scripture.  To assist in that 

endeavor, copies of the following are available at the parish office for a very reasonable cost as noted: 
 

Living with Christ SUNDAY MISSAL 2021 – 2022     $6.95 per copy 
NRSV Bible – Catholic Edition, hardcover      $20.00 per Bible 
Living with Christ Missalette – monthly edition    $5.00 per copy.     (April edition is now available) 
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PREPARATION FOR FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST 
 

We have begun our program of proximate preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.  
So long as circumstances permit, we hope that this year’s First Communion Celebration will be held before 
the end June.  If there are any other families with children of eligible age for these sacraments, please 
contact our pastoral assistant, Sharon Camier, for information and to register. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

SOLIDARITY, PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 
Development and Peace joins relief efforts 

 

Development and Peace is joining the Caritas Internationalis family, the CIDSE network and organizations like the Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association in responding to Caritas Ukraine’s call. We have made an immediate allocation of $75,000 to 
help with the provision of food, shelter, medical care and transport to safe locations. As the conflict goes on, much more 
funding will be required to meet Ukrainians’ needs. Development and Peace therefore calls on Canadians to give generously.  
Donations can be made on our website, by calling 1-888-664-3387 or by mailing us a cheque drawn in favour of 
Development and Peace and marked Emergency Ukraine.  For further information go to www.devp.org/en/ 
 
 

HOW CAN I HELP UKRAINE NOW!? 
 

The website of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg has posted a helpful page with suggestions and links 
encouraging the faithful to 1. PRAY, 2. LEARN & KNOW THE TRUTH, 3. DONATE, and 4. assist REFUGEES via CNEWA Canada 
(Catholic Near East Welfare Association).  For further details go to www.archeparchy.ca or directly to the information page 
http://archeparchy.ca/news_details.php?news_id=1118 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
 

In preparation for the rescheduled visit of the Delegation from Canada comprised of Indigenous 
Elders, knowledge keepers, residential school survivors, and youth who will meet Pope Francis 
in Rome from March 28 to April 1, 2022, Archbishop Richard Gagnon invites all the faithful in 
the Archdiocese of Winnipeg to join him in praying a novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe.  We 
will pray the nine-day Novena beginning the weekend of Sunday, March 20, 2022.  The text the 
Archbishop has provided is as follows: 
 

O Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of Guadalupe, intercede for us with your Son 
that we who live in this land, Indigenous and non-Indigenous together, 
may experience healing and reconciliation,  
on a renewed journey for justice and peace for our children. 
Mother of the Church, pray for us. 
 

Our Father…, Hail Mary… (x10), Glory Be… 
 

Father of us all, we acknowledge the truth, and we seek to work for reconciliation  
amongst the children of your family, between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians.  
As Pope Francis continues to meet at the Vatican with the First Nations, the Métis, and the Inuit,  
we ask you to help him to listen with all his heart. 
Give the delegates wisdom as they advise the Pope and help him to discern a good response. 
On our part, we commit ourselves to work for reconciliation not just in words but in action. 
Help us live together in peace, justice, and mutual respect. 
We thank You for all your many blessings.  Let a new joy leap into the hearts of all of us.  Amen. 
 

Prior to the receiving the Archbishop’s invitation to pray a Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe, we had announced a plan to 
pray in our parish a Novena to Saint Kateri Tekakwitha for similar intentions.  While we will give precedence to the Archbishop’s 
request in our public prayer, those who wish may also in their personal and/or family prayers invoke the intercession of Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha using the prayer provided in the previous parish bulletin or as found on the back page of our parish calendar. 

 
 

“Be at peace with your own soul, then heaven and earth will be at peace with you.” — Saint Jerome 
 

“The overall purpose of human communication is―or should be―reconciliation.” — M. Scott Peck 
 

https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=3&gl=24360
http://www.devp.org/en/
http://www.archeparchy.ca/
http://archeparchy.ca/news_details.php?news_id=1118
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2022 Wednesday Evening Lenten Retreats 
in Saint John XXIII Church immediately following 7:00 pm Mass (approx. 7:40 pm) 

 

Father of Mercies: On the Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 

The Gospel parable of the Prodigal Son appears in the Church’s liturgy on the Fourth Sunday 
of Lent Year C, this year on Sunday, March 27, 2022. 
 

The third and final evening Conference of this retreat will be held on Wednesday, 
March 23, 2022 at about 7:40 pm immediately following Mass. 
 

Teacher and Lord: On the Last Supper 
 

From the first centuries of Christianity, the forty days of Lent leading up to Holy Week have 
been a time of special significance.  Lent is a name taken from the Old English word meaning 
“spring.”  The liturgical season of Lent is meant to be a time of spiritual spring-training, so 
to speak: six weeks during which we pay particular attention to prayer, penance, and works 
of mercy in order to prepare for Holy Week.  The more deeply we live Lent, the more 
abundantly we will be able to receive the spiritual renewal that God wants to give us during 
the holiest days of the liturgical year.  This retreat on the Last Supper will help to make that 
happen.  We will hold this retreat in parts over two Wednesday evenings: 
 

Wednesday, March 30, 2022   Evening 1  Introduction, First Meditation and Second Meditation 
Wednesday, April 6, 2022    Evening 2  Conference 
 
 

Videos and printed resources are provided each Wednesday retreat evening to facilitate personal reflection and some small 
group discussion.  To facilitate preparations for each retreat evening, those interested in participating are invited to register 
beforehand.  For further information, please contact Sharon Camier, our Pastoral Assistant, through the parish office. 
 

 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
March 20 – 26, 2022   For peace in Ukraine and the repose of the souls of all those who have died 
 

March 27 – April 2, 2022  Laurita and Dominador Lopez+, requested by Marietta and Alfred Gendive 
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in 
memory of a loved one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements 
through the Parish Office.  Call or email for assistance.  The offering to cover one week (from Sunday through 
Saturday) is $25.00.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please pray for the loved ones of our community in need of healing and comfort:   
Darrell Aucoin, Dora Auger, Gladys Barton, Annette and Maynard Bates, Monica Bird, Freda Broughton, 
Ken Burke, Bill Camier, Harold Cook, Alan and Cathleen Critchley, René Defries, John and Marina 
Foucart, René Gobeil, Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Julius 
Kapalka, Angela Krassie, Brett Lawrence, Violet Lebedeff, Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Tim Mangin, 
Frances Mijker, Zonia Patson, Shirley Payment, Owen Robertson, Carol Ann Robinson, Jerome 
Strachan, Nina Turner, Joe and Maria Wallack, and Helen Yankoski. 

 
 

Saint John XXIII Parish Stewardship of Treasure 
 

PARISH OFFERINGS:  You may place your offering envelopes in the OFFERING BOX which is located on the table in the narthex 
near the main aisle.  Or you may mail your contribution to the parish via CANADA POST.  Or you may leave a message with 
the parish office to make arrangements with one of our parish staff to drop off your offertory donations at a safe drop off 
location.  For donations to the parish, please make cheques payable to “St. John XXIII Parish”. 
 

PAD OPTION:  Alternatively, we encourage you to consider being an “intentional giver” by registering for PRE-AUTHORIZED 
DEBIT.  Please leave a message at the parish office and someone will contact you and assist you. 
 

ONLINE OPTION:  If you wish to donate to the parish ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org can be found on our website.  Go to 
www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page.   
 

http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
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SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 20 – APRIL 3, 2022 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 

Sunday, March 20   THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
   4:00 pm Saturday     MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners  

9:00 am     MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners    
11:45 am    MASS – Christopher Patson+, requested by Zonia Patson     
1:30 pm     Celebration of Baptism – Ronaldo Castro Jr. 
  

 

Monday, March 21   FERIAL 
       Mass (offered in private) – Deceased members Kercher family+, requested by Linus Endacott 

 

Tuesday, March 22   FERIAL 
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Intentions of Nina Turner, requested by Henrietta Zhanel 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
5:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to participate in a Manitoba Multifaith Council Board of Directors meeting 

 

Wednesday, March 23  FERIAL 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Monica Bird (health), requested by her parents Wally and Janet Williams 
7:40 pm     RETREAT EVENING – Father of Mercies: A Lenten Retreat  
                                      on the Parable of the Prodigal Son – Conference 
 

Thursday, March 24   FERIAL 
 

       Mass (offered in private) – Intentions of Mark Patson, requested by Zonia Patson 
 

1:30 – 3:00 pm   Fr. Robert is scheduled to participate with clergy in a session on Book VI of the Code of Canon Law 
6:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to attend a Saint Charles Catholic School Corporate Board Meeting 
 

Friday, March 25    SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD 

       “24 Hours for the Lord” – Opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
       Prayers for peace in Ukraine and Russia – Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 

12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – John Mangin+, requested by Mangin family 
12:45 pm – 6:45 pm  Adoration Time (monstrance on altar in main worship space)  – ring door buzzer for access 
 

1:00 pm – 8:00 pm SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
      Fr. Robert Polz and two or three other priests of the deanery will be available to hear confessions 
 

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy      

6:45 pm     Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
7:00 pm     WAY OF THE CROSS 
 

Saturday, March 26   FERIAL 
4:00 pm      MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners  

 

Sunday, March 27   FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT – “LAETARE SUNDAY” 
9:00 am     MASS – Jeoffrey Madridejos+, requested by Blaquera family 
10:15 am    Sacramental Preparation Session for First Reconciliation (parish hall) 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners      
 

 

Monday, March 28   FERIAL 

      Mass (offered in private) – Intentions of Michael Korowski, requested by Irene Korowski 
 

Tuesday, March 29   FERIAL 
12:00 am     Fr. Robert is on-call for Emergency Sacramental Care at Grace Hospital until 12:00 noon April 1st 

12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Andres Ticzon+, requested by Vicky and Conrad Tualla 
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1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation at Blessed Sacrament Church, Elie 
7:00 pm     Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Charles Church 
 

Wednesday, March 30  FERIAL 
6:30 pm     Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Paul the Apostle Church 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Shirley Jeannotte+, requested by Linus Endacott 
7:40 pm     RETREAT EVENING – Teacher and Lord: A Lenten Retreat  
                  Introduction, First Meditation, Second Meditation 
 

Thursday, March 31   FERIAL 
      MASS (offered in private) – Monica Bird (health), req. by her parents Wally and Janet Williams 
7:00 pm     Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Edward the Confessor Church 
7:00 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to attend an event of the Winnipeg Catholic-Jewish Dialogue group  
 

Friday, April 1    FERIAL – FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 
10:00 am – 9:00 pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation at Good Shepherd Church, Portage la Prairie 
12:00 pm    Praying of the “Angelus” 
12:10 pm    MASS – Deceased members Endacott family+, requested by Linus Endacott 
12:45 pm – 3:45 pm  Adoration Time (monstrance on altar in main worship space)  – ring door buzzer for access 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy      

3:45 pm     BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT       
6:00 pm     Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Anthony of Padua Church (Hungarian) 
7:00 pm     WAY OF THE CROSS 
 

Saturday, April 2 FERIAL       

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. François Xavier Church, St. François Xavier 
 

 

4:00 pm      MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners  
 

Sunday, April 3    FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – “SOLIDARITY SUNDAY” 
       Share Lent Collection for Development and Peace 

9:00 am     MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners    
11:45 am    MASS – Edwin Sigue+, requested by Joy Sigue    
 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 
March 20, 2022 
 

Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15   
Moses meets God in a remarkable fire and an astonishing name. 

 

Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8+11   
God’s ways, made known to Moses, are revealed to all in mercy and justice. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12   
The time of Moses holds many lessons for those who follow Christ. 

 

Luke 13:1-9   
Repentance is required of all who would gain the kingdom of God. 

 

GLANCING THOUGHTS 

How about Bread? 
In the First Reading, God promises Moses and the Israelites a land flowing with milk and honey. We are so used to the 

description of the land in God’s promise to Moses that it doesn’t mean anything to us anymore. We just hear 
“landflowingwithmilkandhoney.” 
  But if we stop to think about it, the land promised is funny. Milk and honey are no doubt very good things, but the first 
thing to see about them is that neither one of them is a product of agriculture. You don’t grow milk or honey.  
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Milk comes from animals who eat grass, which doesn’t grow as fast as they eat it. So if you are getting milk, you are on 
the move constantly, getting fresh pasture for the animals. And that means that the honey doesn’t come from bee farms. 
You can’t both move with the cattle and stay put with the bee hives. The honey of the promised land must then come from 
wild bee hives. When you find one, you get honey. When you don’t, you don’t. 

So the good things of this promised land are not things you get for yourself by farming. You are dependent on the animals 
for the milk, which they produce for their offspring when the offspring can’t feed themselves. And the honey comes to you 
by chance, when you happen to find it. The milk and honey of the promised land, then, are things that bring home to people 
their dependence and vulnerability. 

And here’s the other thing to notice: you can’t live on milk and honey. Honey is more nearly dessert than dinner. And 
milk may be the perfect food, in some nutritionist sense; but only babies can live just on milk. Adults need more than milk.  

What kind of promised land is this then? You get the good things of it by dependence and chance; and even when you 
are lucky, you are still missing the main part of what you need to live. What is missing in this promised land is bread. 

And so here’s the point. The promised land is worth yearning for. But what we most need to live God reserves to himself 
to provide. Ultimately, our bread comes from him. In Christ, God himself is our bread.     – Eleonore Stump 
 

Eleonore Stump is Professor of Philosophy, Saint Louis University 
Copyright © 2022, Eleonore Stump. All Rights Reserved. Permission granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 27, 2022 
 

Joshua 5:9a, 10-12   
Israel’s sojourn in the desert ends with the celebration of Passover, as it began. 
 

Psalm 34:1-2, 3-4, 5-6   
God hears the poor one who cries out and saves the lowly from distress. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21   
The world is reconciled to God through Christ, and a new creation is now possible. 
 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32   
Jesus tells the story of two sons who make very different  
assumptions about the world and their father. 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

New things have come 
“Whoever is in Christ is a new creation,” Saint Paul declares. And for many of us, I have to believe, this comes as pretty 

good news. Most of us aren’t all that crazy about who we’ve been, the choices we’ve made so far, the myriad ways we’ve 
managed to betray those who love us and deserve our love. We’ve fallen short of love’s demands due to laziness, selfishness, 
self-protection, or mere lack of attention. The world is a blooming, buzzing place, pleasing and distracting and all-consuming. 
It is easy to be swept up in the glamour, the compulsion, and even the horror of the world we live in and forget ourselves and 
our primary allegiance to the One who “brung us” most of all. 

So the “old things have passed away,” and good riddance, we may say. It would be most pleasing to awaken every day 
and remove the stain of yesterday like Lady Macbeth. Long before that Lady rinsed the bloodguilt off her hands, of course, 
Isaiah had the same idea. “Wash yourselves clean!” he invited—or demanded. If the purity of our lives could be regained with 
a mere bath, wouldn’t we rush to be cleansed? 

That is the theology behind Baptism, naturally, and generations of Catholic parents have raced with their infants to the 
font to receive that great grace. But then it seems the dust of the years settles over us, and the longer we live, the harder it 
is to recognize any trace of that early consecration. How many times do we get to be a “new creation”? Seventy-times-seven 
times? 
 

The reproach of Egypt 
Gratitude might be in order that a ritual of pouring water is all that’s required to enter the Christian assembly. The nation 

led by Joshua scarcely made it across the river Jordan before the males thereof were put to the knife for circumcision. We 
miss the ceremony in today’s passage from Joshua, but the “Hill of Foreskins” remains just behind the Israelites as they 
encamp at Gilgal. This is the “reproach” that has been “removed” from Israel, and they are still smarting from it. 

Now, however, it’s time to celebrate Passover, the feast that began their exodus from Egypt and closes their official time 
of sojourn in the desert. The manna stops here, too, but the idea is that no one needs a free lunch in the land of milk and 
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honey. They’ve returned to the land God intended for them, the place they belong, and the realm of adult responsibility. God 
is not going to wet-nurse this people forever. It’s time for them to earn their keep and bake their own bread. 

The ritual of circumcision was understood in the ancient world to be a rite of passage into adulthood before it ever was 
a mark of religious covenant. Once received, the person was deemed eligible for marriage and prepared for the 
responsibilities that attend maturity. Before that time, one imagines, somebody else provided your bread, but after that, 
you’re on your own. 
 

Two sons, two worldviews 
It becomes clearer why this passage from the Hebrew Bible is paired with the parable from Luke. Here is another story 

about maturity and how to get there, and it involves the choices of two brothers. “Two-brother” stories are popular in ancient 
literature—see Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau, and other parables of Jesus. Such tales offer easy comparisons between right 
and wrong behavior, often with the younger or unlikely brother gaining ascendancy over the other. In this story, the younger 
brother is the wild one, as younger brothers classically are, while his elder brother has inherited the position of obedient and 
responsible role model by virtue of his birth order. It’s a safe bet that neither one will find happiness locked as they are in the 
expectations generated by their roles. 

Most parents wish to have children like the older brother, who stays home, does his work uncomplainingly, asks for 
nothing, and keeps his nose out of trouble. Most older children secretly envy their fun-loving siblings who don’t even seem 
to sweat the big stuff, much less the small stuff that keeps the eldest awake at nights. And it would seem that the younger 
son has the best deal of all, first squandering his father’s money with abandon, and then “getting” to come home again for 
another free ride. 

But is it free? The humiliation of the younger son is genuine and runs deep. It’s a hard lesson to learn: that those pleased  
to spend your money when you’re flush are not going to remember your name when you’re broke. That business of eating 
with the pigs is about as low as a Jewish son can go. And the decision to return to his father’s house as a servant instead of a 
son wasn’t arrived at lightly. What’s most appealing about this boy is that he seems to know something about his father that 
his older brother doesn’t: that his father is a compassionate man who treats his servants better than some folks treat their 
children. 

The young son is ready to enter into adulthood at last, matured by suffering in a way that money and freedom never 
could make a man of him. But the elder boy who has never left home behaves like a 6-year-old by comparison, refusing to 
enter the house when his despaired-of brother makes the long journey back. He cannot conceive of a reason why his wronged 
father does not punish and insists on celebrating instead. Though he never left his father’s side, he never really knew him. 
 

APPLYING THE WORD 

The new creation revealed 
The young son of the parable gets to be a new creation, not because he deserves it, but simply because he turned away from 
the old creation when it ran out of steam. If we don’t change, we don’t get to be new. And if we don’t admit the need and 
the possibility of change—in ourselves and in others—then we haven’t understood something essential about who God is in 
response to us. Missing out on God’s great compassion also means standing out in the cold while the party that celebrates 
new life really gets cooking.                        – Alice Camille 
 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ST. JAMES ASSINIBOIA  CATHOLIC  WOMEN’S  LEAGUE: General meeting will be held on March 29, 2022 at St. 

Charles Church beginning with Mass at 2:00 pm.  We are anxious to resume some normality now that most pandemic 
restrictions have been lifted.  However, we continue following the basic public health orders: stay home if you are ill, sanitize 
hands and the recommendation of wearing masks.  We will be welcoming the new members and installing the new officers. 
Please continue to keep the people of Ukraine in your prayers at this trying time.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 

 

THIS LENT, LET’S PUT PEOPLE AND PLANET FIRST:  This year, Development and Peace — Caritas Canada’s People 

and Planet First campaign calls you to support our sisters and brothers in the Global South in defending their rights and the 
planet. Do this by:  
 

1. Donating online at devp.org/give or during the Solidarity Sunday collection in your parish on April 3, the Fifth Sunday of 
Lent. Your generosity helps support over 85 projects in 27 countries around the world! 

2. Learning more by reading the Mini-magazine and other resources available at devp.org/lent/resources. 
3. Signing the petition for strong laws to control Canadian corporations’ behaviour abroad at devp.org/act. 
 

For more information, contact Jason Cegayle at 204-231-2848 or email jcegayle@devp.org 
 

http://devp.org/give
http://www.devp.org/lent/resources
http://www.devp.org/act
mailto:jcegayle@devp.org
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