
 

 

 

PARISH BULLETIN* 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – September 25, 2022 
The parish schedule published herein continues to the weekend of October 9, 2022 

As circumstances suggest, updates will be posted on the parish website. 
 

 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447 

Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 
 

Office Hours: On designated afternoons 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
and at other times for pre-arranged appointments 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.  
 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
As announced in the schedule in this bulletin. 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
As circumstances permit, on Friday afternoons or by appointment 

 
 

REGISTRATION FOR LITURGIES IS NO LONGER REQUIRED. 
Individuals may continue to use face masks based on their preference, personal risk, or other reasons. 

 

Please continue to follow the rules of good hygiene including hand washing/sanitizing and cough etiquette. 
For the safety and comfort of all, please self-screen before coming to church.  Stay home if you are sick. 

 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-888-9340 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Brad McKay 
204-888-8200  lvendro8@gmail.com      204-795-6788  br.mckay@outlook.com 

 

Trustee:  William Gould          Parish Pastoral Council Facilitator:  Laurette Burch  
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net  
 

FAITH FORMATION:   
Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information concerning catechism materials for lessons to take place 
in the home setting and/or at church on Sunday mornings as circumstances permit. 

 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact our Pastoral Assistant for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 
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WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 
 

“Building the Future with Migrants and Refugees” is the theme 
chosen by the Holy Father for the 108th World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees (WDMR).  
 

Pope Francis highlights the commitment that we are all called to 
work together in building a future that embraces God’s plan, leaving 
no one behind. 
 

“… together with the different rites of the Catholic Church, together with 
our brothers and sisters of other Christian denominations, together with 
our Jewish brothers and sisters, together with the believers of other 
religions, together with the weakest. This is the path, because the future 
will be one of hope if we are together."  
                           (Pope Francis, General Audience, 22 September 2021) 

 
Excerpt from the Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the 108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2022: 
 

If we want to cooperate with our heavenly Father in building the future, let us do so together with our brothers and 
sisters who are migrants and refugees. Let us build the future today! For the future begins today and it begins with each 
of us. We cannot leave to future generations the burden of responsibility for decisions that need to be made now, so 
that God’s plan for the world may be realized and his Kingdom of justice, fraternity, and peace may come.  
 

PRAYER 
 

Lord, make us bearers of hope, so that where there is darkness, your light may shine, 
and where there is discouragement, confidence in the future may be reborn. 

 

Lord, make us instruments of your justice, 
so that where there is exclusion, fraternity may flourish,  
and where there is greed, a spirit of sharing may grow. 

 

Lord, make us builders of your Kingdom, together with migrants and refugees 
and with all who dwell on the peripheries. 

 

Lord, let us learn how beautiful it is to live together as brothers and sisters. 
Amen. 

 

“For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the LORD, 
plans for your welfare, not for woe! plans to give you a future full of hope.” 

(Jer. 29:11) 
 

Online click here for link to the full Message for the 108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
 

Youth, their parents (and interested catholic adults not yet confirmed) who wish to 
prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2023 should contact Sharon Camier 
to express their interest in participating and to register.  An Orientation Gathering has 
been scheduled for Sunday afternoon, October 16th at 1:15 p.m. downstairs in the 
parish hall.  Confirmation preparation sessions will be held on Sunday afternoons 
approximately once a month.  A Confirmation Retreat Day will be held in early March 
2023.  As circumstances dictate, depending on the Archbishop’s schedule, we expect 
that the conferral of the sacrament will take place sometime in May or June 2023. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiVh9y4_KT6AhWhj4kEHQKPD7YQFnoECAcQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vatican.va%2Fcontent%2Ffrancesco%2Fen%2Fmessages%2Fmigration%2Fdocuments%2F20220509-world-migrants-day-2022.html&usg=AOvVaw1eAI6keZOGujTQXbyAvI58
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiVh9y4_KT6AhWhj4kEHQKPD7YQFnoECAcQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vatican.va%2Fcontent%2Ffrancesco%2Fen%2Fmessages%2Fmigration%2Fdocuments%2F20220509-world-migrants-day-2022.html&usg=AOvVaw1eAI6keZOGujTQXbyAvI58
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HOW DO I BECOME CATHOLIC? 
 

Many avenues lead individuals to the Catholic Church.  The journey of faith can be a winding road.  Whatever path 
has led you to this time of searching or interest in becoming a baptized Christian or, if already baptized, to be 
received into the full communion of the Catholic Church, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process 
that could be Good News for you in your journey of faith.  Our pastor, Father Robert, and our pastoral assistant, 
Sharon, are starting up the RCIA process in our parish this fall.  Initial inquiry sessions are being held immediately 
following Mass on WEDNESDAY EVENINGS.  Please contact the parish office and/or speak with Father Robert 
and/or Sharon directly for further information if you are interested in participating.  We have a limited number 
of packs of leaflets of the series Understanding Christian Initiation which we can distribute to those discerning 
whether they would like to begin participation in the RCIA process. 
 

 

PARISH CATECHISM CLASSES 2022 – 2023 
 

The beginning of the school year also marks the resumption of catechetical programs in most parishes.  Once again we 
have ordered the Pflaum Gospel Weeklies liturgically-based faith formation program that provides weekly handouts 
with a short description of the Sunday Gospel plus suggested activities and discussion starters for each age level.  As 
many will recall, this faith formation program has materials divided into the following age groups:  SEEDS (Preschool), 
PROMISE (Kindergarten – Grade 1), GOOD NEWS (Grades 2-3), VENTURE (GRADES 4-6) and VISIONS (Grades 7-8). 
 

 
 

Those who would like their children to take part in our program are asked to submit a completed REGISTRATION 
FORM for each child as soon as possible so we can prepare materials for regular catechetical lessons to be done in 
the home setting and, as soon as circumstances permit, in the parish hall on Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m.   
 

 

Once we have a sufficient number of volunteer catechists recruited with their safe environment requirements 
fulfilled, we will resume in person catechetical sessions on Sunday mornings.  Until such time, we urge families to 
register their children for catechism and to begin regular weekly catechetical lessons in the home setting (mid-
September).  As our Archdiocesan Synod reminded us, the domestic church (i.e. the family/home) is the place where 
faith is lived and passed on to the next generation.  If you are willing to help as a catechist or catechetical assistant on 
Sunday mornings, please advise Sharon Camier (our Pastoral Assistant) as soon as possible.   
 

CATECHISM REGISTRATIONS FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE PARISH OFFICE.  The designated registration fee helps defray 
some of the costs of running our catechetical program.  Given increased costs for materials, we continue to request a 
registration fee for each child participating in our catechetical program.  Nevertheless, requested fees should in no way be 
considered a reason to refrain from enrolling children for whose parents the fee would impose an undue hardship.   
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION: Preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist will involve a 
mixture of sessions at church and at home beginning in January 2023.  Concerning preparation for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, you may check announcement found at the bottom of page 2 of this bulletin.  Please contact Sharon 
Camier for further information and/or to register for sacramental preparation sessions. 
 

 

As circumstances permit, especially for the pastoral needs of those in our community who are sick or shut-in, 
we will do our best to continue to LIVESTREAM SUNDAY MASS from Saint John XXIII Church each Sunday. 

 

During the month of October livestreaming of Sunday Mass will be on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 
 

  To access livestreaming of parish liturgies via YouTube and/or an archive of liturgies posted online, 
go to links found on the home page of our parish website www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR AT LEAST ONE OR TWO NEW YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS  
TO ASSIST AS LIVESTREAM TECHNICIANS.   

IF YOU ARE TECHNICALLY INCLINED AND INTERESTED IN ASSISTING,  
PLEASE CONTACT FATHER ROBERT ASAP.  THANKS. 

 

http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
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UPDATED SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 25 – OCTOBER 9, 2022 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 
 

Sunday, September 25  TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 
       Collection for the Needs of the Church in Canada (use special yellow offering envelope) 

4:00 pm Saturday    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
9:00 am     MASS (livestreamed)  – Lena Kalyniak+, requested by Wanda Michalchuk 
11:45 am    MASS (livestreamed)  – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

 

 

Monday, September 26  FEAST: SAINT JEAN DE BRÉBEUF and SAINT ISAAC JOGUES, Priests, 

              and COMPANIONS, Martyrs, Secondary Patrons of Canada 

      Mass (offered in private) – Gerry Guanzon+, requested by Blaquera family 
 

Tuesday, September 27  MEMORIAL: SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL, Priest 
 

12:00 pm    Praying of the Angelus 
12:10 pm    MASS – Dale Harper (health), requested by Mona Harper  
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 

 

Wednesday, September 28 FERIAL 
5:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to participate in a board meeting of the Manitoba Multifaith Council 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Demetrio Villaran+, requested by Blaquera family 
7:40 pm     Inquiry Session – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (downstairs in room 9) 
 

Thursday, September 29  FEAST: SAINT MICHAEL, SAINT GABRIEL, SAINT RAPHAEL, Archangels 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
7:00 pm     MASS – Bruce Harper (health), requested by Mona Harper 
 

Friday, September 30   MEMORIAL: SAINT JEROME, Priest, Doctor 

        National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

      Please note the church and the parish office will be closed today.  
      Please recite the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at home today. 
    

7:00 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to attend a Mass at Immaculate Conception Church 
      in honour of the Diamond Jubilee of Ordination to the Priesthood of Fr. Sean Cahill 
 

Saturday, October 1   MEMORIAL: SAINT THÉRÈSE OF THE CHILD JESUS, Virgin, Doctor 

 12:00 pm – 3:30 pm  CFC Christian Life Program (downstairs in the parish hall) 
 

 

3:30 pm     RECITATION OF THE ROSARY 
4:00 pm      MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

 

Sunday, October 2   TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
       DAY 1 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

9:00 am     MASS (livestreamed) – Eileen Hepple+ and Eileen Cecelia Noel+, req. by Strachan family 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

 

Monday, October 3   FERIAL 
       DAY 2 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

      Mass (offered in private) – Pierre Vincent Prieux+, requested by Reesink family 
4:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to attend St. Paul’s High School Board meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 4   MEMORIAL: SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
       DAY 3 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

12:00 pm    Praying of the Angelus 
12:10 pm    MASS – Souls in Purgatory, requested by Blaquera family 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
6:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to attend SCCS Corporate Board AGM 
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Wednesday, October 5  FERIAL 
       DAY 4 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Mark Hoeppner+, requested by parish staff and parishioners 
7:40 pm     Inquiry Session – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (downstairs in room 9) 

 

Thursday, October 6   FERIAL 
       DAY 5 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

      Mass (offered in private) – In thanksgiving, requested by Blaquera family 
 

Friday, October 7    MEMORIAL: OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 
       DAY 6 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

11:45 am    RECITATION OF THE ROSARY 
12:00 pm    Praying of the Angelus 
12:10 pm    MASS – Laurette Burch (health), requested by Mona Harper 
12:45 pm – 3:45 pm  Adoration Time (monstrance on altar in main worship space)   – ring door buzzer for access 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy  
3:45 pm     BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT       
      

Saturday, October 8   FERIAL 
       DAY 7 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

12:00 pm – 3:30 pm  CFC Christian Life Program (downstairs in the parish hall) 
3:30 pm     RECITATION OF THE ROSARY 
4:00 pm     MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 

 

Sunday, October 9   TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
       DAY 8 – NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 

9:00 am     MASS (livestreamed)  – Corazon Sigue+ and Roberta Florida+, requested by Sigue family 
11:45 am    MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 

 

PUBLIC RECITATION OF THE ROSARY 
in Saint John XXIII Church 

 

During the month of October, the month of the Holy Rosary, 
join us for the public recitation of the Rosary every Saturday afternoon 

beginning at 3:30 pm, i.e. immediately before the 4:00 pm Mass. 
 

The public recitation of the Rosary will also take place before Mass  
on the Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary,  
Friday morning, October 7th, at 11:45 am. 

 

“I would like to emphasize the beauty of a simple contemplative prayer, accessible 
to all, great and small, the educated and those with little education. It is the prayer 
of the Holy Rosary. In the Rosary we turn to the Virgin Mary so that she may guide 
us to an ever closer union with her Son Jesus to bring us into conformity with him, 
to have his sentiments and to behave like him. Indeed, in the Rosary while we 
repeat the Hail Mary we meditate on the Mysteries, on the events of Christ’s life, 
so as to know and love him ever better. The Rosary is an effective means for 
opening ourselves to God, for it helps us to overcome egotism and to bring peace 
to hearts, in the family, in society and in the world.”  – Pope Francis 

 

ST. JAMES  ASSINIBOIA  CATHOLIC  WOMEN’S  LEAGUE:  We are looking forward to getting back to normal 

with in person meetings again with our  General meeting on Tuesday September 27, 2022 at  St. Charles Church starting 
with Mass at 7:00 PM.  We are looking forward to seeing as many members out as possible.  

 

“Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to God’s love, and the future to God’s providence.” 
— Saint Augustine 
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NOVENA TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 

 

In preparation for the Feast of Saint John XXIII on October 11th,  
let us join together in nine days of prayer from October 2nd to October 10th 

for the intentions of our parish community, the Universal Church,  
our families, our personal needs, and for the peace of the world. 

 

PRAYER TO SAINT JOHN XXIII 
 

Dear Pope John, 
 

Your simplicity and meekness carried the scent of God 
and sparked in people’s hearts the desire for goodness. 
You spoke often of the beauty of the family 
gathered around the table to share bread and faith: 
pray for us that once again true families would live in our homes. 
 

With outstretched hands you sowed hope, 
and you taught us to listen for God’s footsteps as he prepares a new humanity: 
help us have a healthy optimism of defeating evil with good. 
 

You loved the world with its light and darkness, and you believed that peace is possible: 
help us be instruments of peace at home and in our communities. 
 

With paternal gentleness you gave all children a caress: you moved the world and reminded us 
that hands have been given to us not for striking, but for embracing and drying tears. 
 

Pray for us so that we do not limit ourselves to cursing the darkness 
but that we bring the light, bringing Jesus everywhere and always praying to Mary. 
 

Amen. 
 

Suggested Novena Intentions 
 

Day One – October 2: Lord, increase goodness in us.  Pray that all may have a heart and soul set only on doing good and on 
building a world where justice reigns. 
 

Day Two – October 3: Lord, may your will be done.  Pray that all may give themselves over to doing God’s will, acting always 
with love and mercy as Jesus did. 
 

Day Three – October 4: Lord, make us peacemakers.  Pray that people of good will may work together for the establishment 
of peace everywhere in the world. 
 

Day Four – October 5: Lord, help us to live in simplicity.  Pray that in meekness and humility we may reach out to assist 
others with friendly hands as John XXIII did. 
 

Day Five – October 6: Lord, fill us with the joy of the Gospel.  Pray for a greater appreciation of the beauty of the world 
and the beauty of human life, the gifts and dignity of all.  
 

Day Six – October 7: Lord, increase our faith in you.  Pray that the Church may remain faithful to her mission, proclaiming 
Christ always with courage and conviction. 
 

Day Seven – October 8: Lord, increase our trust in others.  Pray to discern and appreciate the talents of others and to 
collaborate with them in the proclamation of the Gospel. 
 

Day Eight – October 9: Lord, make us bold witnesses.  Pray to never be discouraged in the face of difficulties and hardships, 
but to unceasingly reach out to others. 
 

Day Nine – October 10: Lord, help us to put our lives into your hands.  Pray that all members of the Church may live out 
their baptism by putting themselves at the service of others 

 

Solemn Patronal Feast Day Mass will be celebrated in Saint John XXIII Church on Tuesday, October 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 



 

 7 

 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES  
 

“In the celebration of Mass the faithful form a holy people, a people of 
God’s own possession and a royal priesthood, so that they may give 
thanks to God and offer the unblemished sacrificial Victim not only by 
means of the hands of the Priest but also together with him and so that 
they may learn to offer their very selves. They should, moreover, take care 
to show this by their deep religious sense and their charity toward 
brothers and sisters who participate with them in the same celebration.  
They are consequently to avoid any appearance of singularity or division, 

keeping in mind that they have only one Father in heaven and that hence are all brothers or sisters one to the other.  
Moreover, they are to form one body, whether in hearing the Word of God, or in taking part in the prayers and in the 
singing, or above all by the common offering of the Sacrifice and by participating together at the Lord’s table. This 
unity is beautifully apparent from the gestures and bodily postures observed together by the faithful.  The faithful, 
moreover, should not refuse to serve the People of God in gladness whenever they are asked to perform some 
particular service or function in the celebration.”             (General Instruction of the Roman Missal [=GIRM], nos. 95-97) 
 
 

Every baptized person is endowed with indispensable gifts for the service of the Church and the world.  Especially as 
we emerge from the COVID-19 Pandemic, it is time for us to rebuild participation in the liturgical and other ministries 
of Saint John XXIII Parish. As described in detail in previous recent bulletins, this includes Altar Servers, Communion 
Ministers, Hospitality Ministers (Ushers), Music Ministers, Readers (Lectors), Sacristans and others who assist in 
liturgical art and environment.  Please prayerfully consider your participation as a full member in the life of our parish.  
If you are willingly to help in any of the liturgical or other ministries of the parish, please contact our pastor, Father 
Robert Polz, and/or our parish pastoral assistant, Sharon Camier, or any other member of our parish pastoral team. 
 

 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
September 25 – October 1, 2022 Deceased family members, requested by Mona Harper  
October 2 – 8, 2022    Special intention, requested by Virginia Robertson  
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a loved 
one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish Office.   
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Development and Peace – CARITAS CANADA 
This fall, let’s continue calling for due diligence!  

 

As you know, at Development and Peace — Caritas Canada, we are mobilizing 
ourselves around due diligence again this fall by extending the People and 
Planet First campaign! We are calling on the federal government to put an end 
to Canadian companies’ human rights abuses and environmental damage abroad in the name of profit. There are various 
ways you can be involved: 

• Join our national webinar on Saturday, September 24 at 1:30 p.m. EST (or at 4:00 p.m. EST in French). 

• Sign up for the workshop in your region on our Events page (we update it regularly, so check back often). 
• Sign and share our petition and then arrange a meeting with your MP. 

• Help us raise the profile of our movement of over 11,000 active members who care about social justice, by inviting 
your friends and family to become a member! 

 

PAKISTAN FLOODS: DOUBLE YOUR DONATIONS 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HARVEST MANITOBA: If you are able to help in the ongoing food drive for 

Harvest Manitoba, please donate by placing food items in the yellow Harvest 
donation bin found at local food retailers: e.g. Save on Foods, Sobeys, and Safeway.  
Alternatively, our parish’s Harvest donation box is located under the pamphlet rack 
at the south church entrance.  Dry food donations may be deposited there when you 
come to church for liturgies.  Please be sure to follow safe protocols.  Thank you to 
parishioners of Saint John XXIII for your continued support of Harvest Manitoba.  
Your generosity is most appreciated! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERRA CLUB OF WINNIPEG DINNER – OCTOBER 20, 2022 
 

The Serra Club is pleased to announce our annual Archbishop’s Burse Dinner to be held on 
Thursday, October 20, 2022 at the Caboto Center, 1055 Wilkes Avenue, Winnipeg, MB.  The 
proceeds of this event will be donated to the Seminarian Fund to assist in the education and 
training of candidates for the priesthood.  The guest speaker will be Fr. Patrick Neufeld of Ste. 
Rose de Lima Church, Ste. Rose du Lac, MB.  This year our evening will begin with Vespers 
presided by Archbishop Richard Gagnon, followed by a Reception a 6:00 pm, and Dinner at 7:00 
pm.  Saint John XXIII Parish Office currently has four tickets available to parishioners at a cost of 
$85.00 per ticket.  Income tax receipts will be issued for a portion of the ticket price.  It would 
be great if a few parishioners would be willing to support and represent our parish at this event.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WINNIPEG PRO-LIFE CRASH COURSE 
Canadian Centre for Bio-ethical Reform  

 

Learn to communicate your pro-life position effectively.  Save babies.  Save lives.  This Crash 
Course will be held on Friday, October 28th from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm and on Saturday, 
October 29th from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm at St. Paul the Apostle Parish, 2400 Portage Ave, 

Winnipeg, MB.  More details and registration can be found at https://www.endthekilling.ca/crash-course/.  If you have any 
questions regarding this Crash Course, do not hesitate to reach out to Rose Fulton at rfulton@endthekilling.ca.  
 

For news and events in and around the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, please see information posted on 
bulletin boards at the north and south entrances of the church and/or go to the website: www.archwinnipeg.ca 

 

“Faith is the art of holding on to things in spite of your changing moods and circumstances.” 
— C. S. Lewis 

Our sisters and brothers in Pakistan are suffering the effects of a major climate disaster. Unprecedented flooding across most 
of the country has affected 33 million people. Hundreds have died and hundreds of thousands have been displaced. 
Unfortunately, more rains and disease outbreaks are expected to compound the situation.  We are raising funds to help 
Caritas Pakistan cope with this crisis. Please give generously now, while the Government of Canada is matching donations 
until September 28, 2022. 

https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7401&qid=4613174
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7402&qid=4613174
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7402&qid=4613174
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7403&qid=4613174
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7404&qid=4613174
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7405&qid=4613174
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7406&qid=4613174
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7407&qid=4613174
https://www.endthekilling.ca/crash-course/
mailto:rfulton@endthekilling.ca
http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/mailing/url?u=7411&qid=4613174
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Please pray for the loved ones of our community in need of healing and comfort:   
Dora Auger, Gladys Barton, Annette and Maynard Bates, Monica Bird, Freda Broughton, Barry and Sharon Burke, 
Ken Burke, Bill Camier, Alan and Cathleen Critchley, René Defries, John and Marina Foucart, René Gobeil, Helen 
Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Rosario Jequinto, Angela Krassie, Brett Lawrence, Violet Lebedeff, 
Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Tim Mangin, Frances Mijker, Zonia Patson, Shirley Payment, Owen Robertson, 
Carol Ann Robinson, Jerome Strachan, Joe and Maria Wallack, and Helen Yankoski.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

KNITTING GROUP:  The next gathering of the Knitting/Crocheting Group will be held on Tuesday, 

October 11, 2022 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm downstairs in Room 8.  Over the years we have been creating 
"welcome baby" layettes to support mothers and babies assisted by Villa Rosa or Thrive Community 
Support Circle and sometimes for other worthwhile causes. We continue to appreciate and are very 
much in need at this time of donations of yarn and other sewing materials.  For further information, 
you may contact Beverly Hewitt at 204-885-1202 or bevhewitt@mymts.net 
 

 

SOLIDARITY FUND FOR TRUTH, HEALING & RECONCILIATION:  "Our Solidarity Fund for Truth, Healing and 
Reconciliation is a sincere effort to bring new life and new hope into our relationship with Indigenous peoples... The 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg is committed to this fund in unity with the other dioceses in Manitoba." - Archbishop Richard 
Gagnon.  To donate go to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website or the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Mobile APP.   

                            Click here to view the entirety of Archbishop Gagnon's Letter 
                   Solidarity Fund Brochure - Inside         Solidarity Fund Brochure - Outside 
 

 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE RELIEF EFFORTS FOR UKRAINE: Development and Peace is joining the Caritas 
Internationalis family, the CIDSE network and organizations like the Catholic Near East Welfare Association in responding to 
Caritas Ukraine’s call.  Donations can be made on our website, by calling 1-888-664-3387 or by mailing us a cheque drawn 
in favour of Development and Peace and marked Emergency Ukraine.  For further information go to www.devp.org/en/ 
 

 

 

HOW CAN I HELP UKRAINE NOW!?:  The website of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Winnipeg has posted a helpful 
page with suggestions and links encouraging the faithful to 1. PRAY, 2. LEARN & KNOW THE TRUTH, 3. DONATE, and 4. 
ASSIST REFUGEES via CNEWA Canada (Catholic Near East Welfare Association).  For further details go to www.archeparchy.ca 
or directly to the information page http://archeparchy.ca/news_details.php?news_id=1118 
 

 

 

Copies of the following are available at the parish office for a very reasonable cost as noted: 
 

NRSV Bible – Catholic Edition, hardcover      $20.00 per Bible  ($40.00 for LARGE PRINT edition) 
Living with Christ SUNDAY MISSAL 2021 – 2022      $4.00 per copy  (reduced price) 
Living with Christ Missalette – monthly edition     $5.00 per copy.     
 

 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 25, 2022 
 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7   
Being comfortably well off is not a sin, but ignoring the needs of the poor is.  

 

Psalm 146:6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 
Praise the God who cares about justice and knows our need. 

 

1 Timothy 6:11-16   
Our commitment to faith in Jesus Christ is a noble confession. 

 

Luke 16:19-31   
Miracles won’t save us, but our charity just might. 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

Superheroes vs. salvation 
Batman, Superman, Spiderman, Rambo, Wonder Woman, The Incredibles, Harry Potter, Frodo—and add your own 

favorites to this list—all have something in common. They do for the human race what the rest of us normally fail to do, which 
is to save it from some dreadful malignancy. The concept of the superhero is comforting to a race of beings with decidedly 
limited powers. Without a course in the Dark Arts or a magnificently endowed ring, most of us experience helplessness on a 

https://www.archwinnipeg.ca/media/Archbishop/Messages/2021-11-23_AbpRG_Appeal.pdf
https://www.archwinnipeg.ca/media/communications/docs/2021-Comm-Docs/2021-10-27_HealingFundBrochure4-INSIDE.pdf
https://www.archwinnipeg.ca/media/communications/docs/2021-Comm-Docs/2021-10-27_HealingFundBrochure4-OUTSIDE.pdf
https://www2.devp.org/en/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=3&gl=24360
http://www.devp.org/en/
http://www.archeparchy.ca/
http://archeparchy.ca/news_details.php?news_id=1118
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regular basis at the array of forces we cannot control. We can’t make the people we love happy. We can’t save anyone in our 
acquaintance from the consequences of accident, illness, addiction, or bad choices. We can’t bring the price of gas down or 
the value of real estate up. 

The power of one mortal person, in fact, seems mighty inconsequential much of the time. That’s why, after glancing at 
today’s headlines, it can be a consolation to turn to the latest installment involving one of humanity’s tried-and-true 
champions. If they can keep evil from ruling the world for another day, well, that’s good enough for now. 

Before there were superheroes of the comic book or adventure story variety, however, there were the patriarchs, 
prophets, and other wonderworkers of mythology. Abraham and Moses, Elijah and Elisha, Judith and Esther, even Achilles 
and Odysseus were only human. But within the limitations of a mortal existence, they were able to do what few others in 
their generation seemed capable of. In recent history, we’ve had other heroes of the mortal variety who nearly transcended 
their humanity through their outsized influence on their times. Individuals like Mahatma Gandhi, Mother Teresa, or 
Archbishop Oscar Romero seemed to live beyond the boundaries of normal human courage and compassion. Their examples 
may inspire us if we see them as people like ourselves. Too often, however, we immediately assign them to the superhero 
category—absolving ourselves of any effort to imitate them. 

What any real-life hero would probably tell us is that it does no good to wait passively for an outside force to arrive to 
save the day. Each of us must participate in the reality we’d like to see. We share the responsibility to bring that world into 
being by our own actions and decisions. 

The man in purple 
Superheroes are often immediately recognizable by their distinctive attire, like the Men in Black or the Green Hornet. 

But no self-respecting hero comes wearing purple, which is the ancient color of privilege. Purple dye was hard to make and 
expensive to buy. The man dressed in purple garments and fine linen in Luke’s parable automatically defines himself as 
leading a soft and pampered existence. Add to that his big belly—he dined sumptuously every day—and you know at a glance 
that you are dealing with an antihero in the rich man who ignored Lazarus. It’s poignant to recognize that we’re told what 
the rich man wears, but of Lazarus we hear only that he is covered with sores. 

Death, an equal-opportunity conclusion, comes for both characters, and here the dialogue formally begins. The rich man 
never spoke to Lazarus in life and does not do so now. He addresses Father Abraham most courteously and asks for the 
humblest taste of relief, which he is just as courteously denied. Discovering empathy a tad too late, the man in purple makes 
a second request, this time on behalf of his brothers who stand in danger of sharing his fate. Abraham points out that the 
brothers have all the warning they need in the words of Moses and the prophets. 

And here’s where things get really interesting. The rich man protests that a miracle would make a difference: A man 
rising from the dead might be enough to save the brothers from themselves. Abraham replies that it doesn’t take a miracle 
to save someone. A simple act of charity would have been sufficient for the rich man, as it remains for the brothers. 
 

Salvation by love 
Those of us who remain convinced that it would take a superhero or miracle-worker to straighten out our messy world 

underestimate the power of charity, the greatest of the theological virtues. Along with faith and hope, charity will not pass  
away when all else fades from view. To say that charity has saving power is not to say that we save ourselves by our works—
the old Jamesian debate resurrected. Charity, an attribute of God, conforms us to the will of God. It makes us a participant in 
the life of God, which is the very source of salvation. To become lovers is to become one with the God who is love. It doesn’t 
take a miracle, therefore, to save the world—unless you count love as a miracle. Maybe we should. 

Would it have been a miracle if the rich man had learned to love Lazarus at his gate? What can we call it but a miracle 
when a person of privilege surrenders the advantage for the sake of the disadvantaged? This is a precise description of what 
Jesus did when he did not insist on equality with God and took on human likeness, including human vulnerability. If we want 
to participate in the life of Christ, this kind of transformative charity is exactly what we’re bargaining for. 
 

APPLYING THE WORD 

Or we can choose complacency 
Last week, Amos criticized those who gain wealth by cheating, and this week he’s just as withering in his denunciation of 

those who hang onto wealth despite the needs of others around them. Enjoying food and drink, luxury and the arts, the well-
to-do are not condemned for living well but for sharing poorly. As much as successful people may seek to isolate themselves 
behind gated communities or in exclusive neighborhoods, the divine truth is that humanity is related, rich and poor, now and 
in the life of the world to come. The rich man needs Lazarus every bit as much as Lazarus could use a benefactor. Salvation is 
at our fingertips, waiting for us to stretch out our hands to receive it.                                   – Alice Camille 
 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
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Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 2, 2022 
 

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4   
Trust in the vision; remember it and wait on it. 

 

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7ab, 7c-9   
The Lord may speak today, but will anyone be listening? 

 

2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14   
Courage is given to the one who serves God—and courage will be needed.  

 

Luke 17:5-10   
More faith isn’t the answer. Genuine faith is all you need. 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

The culture of more 
If something is good, then more is obviously better. This notion is elevated to an axiom in our consumer culture, and it 

works just as well for food (have another helping), sweaters (I’ll take one in every color), entertainment (what this country 
needs is one more cop show), and stuff in general (Q: How many vehicles can the average American fit in the average garage? 
A: None! That’s where the house overflow is stored!). 

So maybe we’re not surprised when the disciples, following Jesus around for quite some time now and imbibing all sorts 
of good preaching and teaching, ask what seems a fair request and even a pious one: “Increase our faith.” 
 

The seed of faith is sufficient 
William Stafford, one of the best contemporary Christian poets, has a snippet of verse called Star Guides. It goes like this: 

“Any star is enough/if you know what star it is.” To find our place in the universe, we don’t need to be sure of every star. One 
will do. In the same way, we don’t need to have giant vats of faith in order to follow Jesus. We just need to get behind Jesus. 
A morsel, a grain, a seed of trust is already invested in our decision. But the decision has to be consciously made. As one of 
the church fathers said, “Live faith until you have faith.” Children generally play-act their destiny before they step into it. 

Jesuit Peter G. van Breeman wrote a line in his once-ubiquitous book, As Bread That Is Broken, that positively rings with 
truth: “For as soon as God is no longer the all-important one, he becomes unimportant.” If our seed of faith is planted directly 
in the center of our lives, it will grow without a doubt. But if we plant it on the margins, in the pigeonhole marked Religion, 
or even in second place in our lives, we have already established a rival god in whatever holds the place of primacy. That rival 
will eventually crowd out all pretense of serving the one true God. A second-place God, by definition, is no God at all. 

Van Breeman also wrote, “God is not the one who is answering. God is first. I am but a word spoken by God. I am the 
one who answers.” 

 

Hang on to the dream 
During a recent parish mission about prophecy, I breezily dismissed the idea that anybody’s favorite prophet was, say, 

Habakkuk. “He’s my favorite,” a woman in the audience immediately protested. (My new example is that Obadiah is no one’s 
favorite prophet, but I’m prepared to be wrong again.) Upon further reflection, I have to admit that Habakkuk has some 
memorable lines. The opening oracle, “How long, O Lord?” is not particularly original. Other prophets—Amos, Isaiah, and 
Jeremiah—lamented first and better. 

But this business about holding onto the vision is pretty powerful stuff. Our initial experience of faith, whether a full-
bore conversion, a dream, an awakening, or the heart deepened in personal suffering is something worth remembering. It 
also needs to be revisited often in praise, gratitude, and further reflection. The dream, by any other name, is the doorway to 
our vocation, and if we lose sight of it over the years, we may lose the one star whose name we knew for certain. 

The initial experience is our mustard seed, the one we’ve been given to plant and nurture. It may not look or sound like 
much to others. People often stammer with apologies when trying to express the central enlightening moment of their lives 
that, when said aloud, may seem rather trivial. “You had to be there” is more than a cliché in these events. Some things can 
only be apprehended in the experience. Wherever or however we first came to faith, we ought to revisit that encounter 
regularly and with reverence. 

And so what if our entrance into deepened faith impresses no one else? So Teresa of Ávila had ecstasies, Joseph of 
Cupertino levitated, Catherine of Siena had frequent heavenly visitations, and Francis of Assisi experienced stigmata. And all 
I get is the lousy T-shirt of their mysticism secondhand—or so it sometimes seems. But no: My vision, according to Habakkuk, 
stands up to theirs. My vision was divinely framed for me. And even though, in my case, it involved standing in the middle of 
a college campus looking at blue chapel doors and feeling the tug of God’s exclusive and particular call, it was good enough 
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for me. No saints appeared, no invisible flowers were smelled, and no angels sang, as I recall. I was 16 and that was many 
years ago and apparently that’s all I get. Yours may well be as mundane, or even slightly embarrassing to your adult self. But 
it’s yours, and that’s the seed that’s gotten you this far and will get you all the way to where God is leading you. 

 

APPLYING THE WORD 

Stir the gift into flame 
The writer of 2 Timothy acknowledges the gift that is given—but reminds us that it’s our responsibility to stoke the 

embers into a full fire. Cowardice is not a gift of the Holy Spirit, nor is mediocrity. Our “rich trust” is in our hands, but if it’s 
going to go farther, we have to let the spiritual fire ravish us.                 – Alice Camille 
 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

Reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Archdiocese of Winnipeg Mobile APP 
 

The Archdiocese of Winnipeg has produced a mobile application that will connect you 
with your faith community, anytime, from anywhere, using your Apple device. The 
objectives of this app are to: keep the members of our parish communities connected; 
provide new ways of supporting the parish and the Archdiocese; and inspire the People 
of God toward service, through our messages of hope. 
 

Please encourage your family members and fellow parishioners to download and install 
this app and ensure you engage with your community through your home parish page. 
With this application, you will be able to: 
 

• conveniently make or maintain you regular Church offering to support your 
parish; 

• contribute to Sharing God’s Gifts and so support the ministries and pastoral 
mission of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg; 

• conveniently find the Archbishop’s messages of hope that inspire us; 

• obtain your donation tax receipts in a more convenient manner; and 

• find contact information for your parish and the Archdiocese to help you stay 
connected. 

 

     FROM YOUR MOBILE DEVICE, GO TO THE APPLE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY STORE 
DOWNLOAD ON YOUR APPLE DEVICE HERE. | DOWNLOAD ON YOUR ANDROID DEVICE HERE. 

 
 

Saint John XXIII Parish Stewardship of Treasure 
Your assistance is very much appreciated – every gift, great or small, helps! 

 

PARISH OFFERINGS:  You may place your offering envelopes in the OFFERING BOX which is located on the table in the narthex 
near the main aisle.  Or you may mail your contribution to the parish via CANADA POST.  Or you may leave a message with 
the parish office to make arrangements with one of our parish staff to drop off your offertory donations at a safe drop off 
location.  For donations to the parish, please make cheques payable to “St. John XXIII Parish”. 
 

PAD OPTION:  Alternatively, we encourage you to consider being an “intentional giver” by registering for PRE-AUTHORIZED 
DEBIT.  Please leave a message at the parish office and someone will contact you and assist you. 
 

ONLINE OPTION:  If you wish to donate to the parish ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org can be found on our website.  Go to 
www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page.   
 

Alternatively, you may donate to St. John XXIII Parish via the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Mobile APP on your mobile 
device.  Go to the Apple APP Store or Google Play Store to download the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Mobile APP.  See 
info above. 
 

 
 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS APPEAL:  Our Parish’s Appeal target for 2022 is $28,737.00 
 

Contributions to Sharing God’s Gifts may be forwarded through the parish office or directly to the Archdiocese of Winnipeg.  
Various payment options are available through the Archdiocese of Winnipeg website www.archwinnipeg.ca or the 
Archdiocese of Winnipeg Mobile APP.  If you wish to contribute via cheque, please make cheques payable to “Sharing God’s 
Gifts”.  Thank you for your continued support and generosity.  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/archdiocese-of-winnipeg/id1543528439
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.archdiocese.app&data=04%7C01%7Ccmartinez%40archwinnipeg.ca%7C58dbc81bf0264ad7291b08d8ce288dfb%7Cc8dba5b65caf4121b8618624470a8af2%7C0%7C0%7C637486020885939245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EsHbjhnGScRc8PjMWbAPh5KQqMXK0YmfQC7DzDrkV6Y%3D&reserved=0
http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/
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