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All in the assembly are kindly asked to note the following:  

 

• In order to maintain the prayerfulness of this ecumenical worship celebration please turn off  
or mute cellular telephones, pagers and other electronic devices while in the church. 
 

• Please join in the worship service prayerfully and enthusiastically by referring to this program  
for the congregational responses and other texts of the celebration.   
The numbers for several hymns and other chants indicated this program refer to music  
found in the red-covered Gather Comprehensive hymnal which is available in the pews. 

 

• Thank you for your presence, kindness and cooperation. 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 
The texts for this Ecumenical Celebration are taken and/or adapted from  
Resources for The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and throughout the year 2023 
jointly prepared and published by 
The Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and 
The Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches. 
 

Initial preparation of the theme and texts 
originated with a group of Christians in the United States of America 
convened by the Minnesota Council of Churches. 

 
English Scripture quotations and readings in this celebration  
are based on the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
Copyright © 1989, 1993, 1995 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 
The French Scripture reading in this celebration from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians 
is based on the text of La Bible : Traduction officielle liturgique, 
Copyright © AELF, Paris, 2013. 

 
The refrain on page 3 for the song Beauty for Brokenness (God of the Poor) 
is an excerpt from the text and music composed by Graham Kendrick 
© 1993 Make Way Music, admin. Integrity Music, Inc. 
 

Other hymns in this program are either printed with permission or belong to the public domain. 
Further acknowledgements are given throughout the program in closer proximity  
to the music and texts they refer to. 

 
The following are the principal ministers guiding this ecumenical celebration: 
 

Presider   Most Reverend Richard Gagnon   
Assistant  Reverend Robert Polz 
Choir Director Deacon Michèle Barr 
Accompanist Donna Vendramelli 
Cantor   Bénédicte LeMaître 
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Ecumenical Worship Service 
 

Order of Worship 
 
L1    Leader (Presiding Archbishop) 
 

L2, L3, L4 etc. Other church leaders and ministers  
assisting in the prayers 
 

R1, R2, R3 etc. Other church leaders and ministers  
assisting in the proclamation of scripture 
 

C    Congregation 
artwork by Sebastiano Stabile  

for the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism 

 
The livestream and music will begin about fifteen minutes before the formal beginning of the celebration. 
 

Preparation for the Celebration 
 

Sit 

Musical Prelude 
 

The Ecumenical Choir formed for the occasion sings appropriate hymns and other choral selections as people 
arrive and gather in the worship space. In addition to the choir director, accompanist, and cantor, the music 
ministry also includes David Pelletier on the trumpet and percussion, and Dan Barr on percussion. As 
circumstances suggest, those in the assembly are encouraged to join the choir in the singing. 
 

“Spirit of Life”               [VU 381] 
  

“The Servant Song”              Gather 661  
 

“All Are Welcome”       Gather 741        
 

“Beauty for Brokenness (God of the Poor)”  [Worship & Praise 17] 
 

     Refrain: God of the poor, friend of the weak, give us compassion, we pray; 
melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain. 
Come, change our love from a spark to a flame. 

 

“Whatsoever You Do”             Gather 656 
   

“If You Believe and I Believe”        Gather 708    
 

“Prière de François (Que ton règne vienne)”  see page 17 
 

The cantor will sing verses 1 – 3 of this song. The Ecumenical Choir and the rest of the assembly join in the 
singing of the refrain after each of the verses. Then the entire assembly is encouraged to join all together in the 
singing of verses 4 and 5. As circumstances suggest, the refrain may be sung twice after the final verse. 
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Introduction to the Celebration 
 

Traditional Territorial Acknowledgement 
 

In the following or similar words, a suitable minister makes the traditional territorial acknowledgement: 
 
 We acknowledge that this place where we are gathered today 
 is located on Treaty One territory, 

the original lands of the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree,  
Dakota and Dene peoples, and on the homeland of the Métis Nation. 
We respect the Treaties that were made on these territories, 
we acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past, 
and we dedicate ourselves to move forward  
in partnership with Indigenous communities 
in a spirit of reconciliation and collaboration. 
 

Words of Welcome and Introduction 
 

A suitable minister welcomes those assembled and then invites those present in the following or similar words 
to enter into the prayer of the worship service: 
 

The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2023 was chosen, and the 
materials prepared, by a group of Christians in the United States of America (USA) 
convened by the Minnesota Council of Churches. 
 

The working group chose this verse from the first chapter of the prophet Isaiah as the 
central text for the Week of Prayer: “learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the 
oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow” (1:17).  

 

Isaiah taught that God requires righteousness and justice from all of us, all the time 
and in all spheres of life. Our world today in many ways mirrors the challenges of 
division that Isaiah confronted in his preaching. Justice, righteousness and unity 
originate from God’s profound love for each of us, and are at the heart of who God is 
and how God expects us to be with one another. God’s commitment to create a new 
humanity “from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages” (Rev 7:9) 
calls us to the peace and unity God has always wanted for creation.  
 

Learning to do right requires the decision to engage in self-reflection. The Week of 
Prayer is the perfect time for Christians to recognize that the divisions between our 
churches and confessions cannot be separated from the divisions within the wider 
human family. Praying together for Christian unity allows us to reflect on what unites 
us and to commit ourselves to confront oppression and division amongst humanity.  

 

The river/water motif has strong cultural relevance for the local committee designing 
this year’s worship resources. For the Minnesotan context the river and water have 
meant both cultural genesis and genocide at points in the history of this region. 
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This motif also has theological and liturgical significance. The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (WPCU) in the Northern Hemisphere is observed in January, not long 
after many traditions commemorate the Baptism of the Lord. This belief that all 
belong and are members of this beloved community that both is and is becoming, 
fuels the work of social justice, and racial justice in particular, calling us to public 
witness and advocacy as co-creators with God in bringing into existence peace with 
justice in all creation.   
 

In other parts of the world, the WPCU is observed around Pentecost, when we 
celebrate the genesis of the Church and we are built up in the Body of Christ as living 
stones. The Church is instituted by the Spirit in the midst of diversity and with the 
unifying and prophesying power of the Holy Spirit. Unity in the midst of diversity and 
this unifying and prophesying power fuels the work of justice, making plain our 
common humanity and giving us the ability to communicate, despite differences, as 
well as the ability to bear witness to and through the power of God.  
 

The connection between stone and water in the Indigenous context in Minnesota is 
about understanding the value and importance of life. In most American Indigenous 
wisdom, water and stone occupy sacred positions. Water is life and stones represent 
the sacredness of the ground upon which many generations have stood. All of 
creation is endowed with the Spirit of God, therefore we are all related. Two symbols 
will be used in the worship service: water, representing our baptism into new life, and 
stone, representing our personal and ancestral history. 

 

Introductory Rites 
 
Stand 

Entrance Hymn and Procession 
 

During the singing of the entrance hymn, church leaders and representatives enter the worship space for the 
ecumenical service of prayer for Christian Unity.  They process down the centre aisle and proceed to their 
designated chairs located near the altar in the sanctuary (chancel). 
 

“Christ, Be Our Light”      Gather 512         
  

 

Call to Worship 
 

L 1 Sisters and brothers, we gather here  
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 

C Amen. 
 
L 1 Peace be with you.  
 

C And with your spirit. 
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L 1 By the waters of baptism,  
we have become members of the Body of Christ,  
yet our sins have caused pain and trauma to each other.  

 

We have failed to do good. 
  

We have not sought justice in the face of grave oppression,  
nor heeded God’s command to care for the widow and orphan.  (Isaiah 1:17) 

 

As we gather, let us reflect on our actions and inactions  
and learn to do good and seek justice. 

  

We need God’s grace to overcome our divisions  
and to uproot systems and structures  
that have contributed to the fracturing of our communities.  

 

We gather to pray to reinforce the unity  
that we have as Christians to “open our hearts,  
that we may be bold in finding the riches of inclusion  
and the treasures of diversity among us.   
 

We pray in faith.”1  

 
Hymn 
 

“Many and Great, O God” (Dakota Hymn)   [ELW 837] 
 

Wakantanka taku nitawa tankaya qa ota; 
mahpiya kin eyahnake ça, 
maka kin he duowanca; 
mniowanca śbeya wanke cin, hena oyakihi.  

 

1. Many and great, O God, are your works, maker of earth and sky.  
Your hands have set the heav’ns with stars; 
your fingers spread the mountains and plains. 
Lo, at your word the waters were formed; deep seas obey your voice.  

 

2. Grant unto us communion with you, O Star-abiding One.  
Come unto us and dwell with us; 
with you are found the gifts of life. 
Bless us with life that has no end, eternal life with you.  

 
Paraphraser: Philip Frazier; Author: Joseph Renville (1842)  

 

 

 
1 Revd Dr Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Invitation to Confession and Forgiveness   
 

Confession and Forgiveness through the Reading of Isaiah 1:12-18 
 

L 1 We are invited to confess our sins with the words of the prophet Isaiah. 

 
R 1 When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand?  

Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile;  
incense is an abomination to me. (12 – 13a) 

 

C Forgive us, Lord, when we come to worship  
without walking humbly before you. 

 
Silence 
 
R 2 New moon and Sabbath and calling of convocation –  

I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  
Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates;  
they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them. (13b – 14) 

 

C We ask forgiveness for the complicity of churches  
in the evils of colonialism felt around the world. 

 
Silence 
 
R 3 When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you;  

even though you make many prayers, I will not listen;  
your hands are full of blood. (15) 

 

C We ask forgiveness for our sins of injustice and oppression  
that supress the diverse harmony of your creation.    

 
Silence 

 
RITUAL ACTION 
 

At the font, the presider slowly pours a pitcher of water into the font or a basin during this reading: 
 
R 4 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;  

remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes;  
cease to do evil, learn to do good;  
seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. (16, 17) 

 

C As we have been washed clean in the living waters of baptism,  
forgive us anew and reconcile us to one another and to creation.  
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Silence 
 
R 5 Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord:  

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow;   
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. (18) 

 

C May God, in his mercy, free us from our sins  
so that we can do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God.    

 
Silence 
 
L 1 Almighty God hears our prayers, has mercy on us and forgives our sins.  
 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer    
 

L 2 Let us pray. 
 

God of all, our hearts and bodies are thankful for this opportunity  
to come before you to confess our sins of injustice and divisiveness.  
 

Together we come before you, a holy family,  
united in the beautiful diversity of your creation:  
some of us are Indigenous peoples,  
some of us are descendants of the enslaved,  
some of us are descendants of the enslavers,  
some of us are migrants,  
some of us are refugees,  
but all of us are part of the one Body of Christ.  

 

We praise you that through the living waters of baptism  
our sins, red as scarlet, were washed away and we were healed,  
as we became part of the beloved community, the family of God.  
We offer our thanksgiving and praise to you, Creator God.  

 

Together on this journey, we celebrate with our hearts and eyes open  
to understanding and growing in the sacred wisdom  
that is shared and passed amongst all people.  
Help us to embrace unity with each other,  
and remind us that we are of one family gathered by your Holy Spirit,  
in the midst of your creation.  
 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn  
 

“Come to the Water”       Gather 502  
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Listening to the Word of God 
 

Sit 

Lecture d’épître       Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2.13-22 
 

R 6 Lecture de la lettre de saint Paul Apôtre aux Éphésiens. 
 

 Frères et soeurs : 
13  Maintenant, dans le Christ Jésus, vous qui autrefois étiez loin,  

vous êtes devenus proches par le sang du Christ. 
14  C’est lui, le Christ, qui est notre paix :  

des deux, le Juif et le païen, il a fait une seule réalité ;  
par sa chair crucifiée,  
il a détruit ce qui les séparait, le mur de la haine ; 

15  il a supprimé les prescriptions juridiques de la loi de Moïse.  
Ainsi, à partir des deux, le Juif et le païen,  
il a voulu créer en lui un seul Homme nouveau en faisant la paix, 

16 et réconcilier avec Dieu les uns et les autres en un seul corps  
par le moyen de la croix ;  
en sa personne, il a tué la haine. 

17  Il est venu annoncer la bonne nouvelle de la paix,  
la paix pour vous qui étiez loin,  
la paix pour ceux qui étaient proches. 

18  Par lui, en effet, les uns et les autres,  
nous avons, dans un seul Esprit, accès auprès du Père. 

19  Ainsi donc, vous n’êtes plus des étrangers ni des gens de passage,  
vous êtes concitoyens des saints,  
vous êtes membres de la famille de Dieu, 

20  car vous avez été intégrés dans la construction  
qui a pour fondations les Apôtres et les prophètes ;  
et la pierre angulaire, c’est le Christ Jésus lui-même. 

21  En lui, toute la construction s’élève harmonieusement  
pour devenir un temple saint dans le Seigneur. 

22  En lui, vous êtes, vous aussi, les éléments d’une même construction  
pour devenir une demeure de Dieu par l’Esprit Saint. 

 

 Parole du Seigneur. 
 

C Nous rendons grâce à Dieu. 
 
English version of the reading: 
 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians. 
 

 Brothers and sisters: 
13 Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
14 For he is our peace;  

in his flesh he has made both Jews and Gentiles into one  
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and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.  
15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances,  

so that he might create in himself 
one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace,  

16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the Cross,  
thus putting to death that hostility through it.  

17 So Christ Jesus came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off  
and peace to those who were near;  

18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.  
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,  

but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God,  
20 built upon the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets,  

with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  
21 In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord;  
22 in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 42 (responsively) 
 

R 7a As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. 
 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 
 When shall I come and behold the face of God? 
 

C Hope in God; for I shall again praise him. 
 
R 7b My tears have been my food day and night, while people say to me continually, 

“Where is your God?” 
 These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: 
 how I went with the throng, and led them in procession to the house of God, 
 with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival. 
 

C Hope in God; for I shall again praise him. 
 
R 7a Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? 
 Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God. 
 My soul is cast down within me;   
 

C Hope in God; for I shall again praise him. 
 
R 7b By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, and at night his song is with me, 
  a prayer to the God of my life.  

I say to God, my rock,  
“Why have you forgotten me? 
Why must I walk about mournfully because the enemy oppresses me?” 
 

C Hope in God; for I shall again praise him. 
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R 7a As with a deadly wound in my body, my adversaries taunt me, 
 while they say to me continually, “Where is your God?” 
 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me? 
 

C Hope in God; for I shall again praise him. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

A suitable acclamation is sung before the Gospel proclamation. 
 

 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”      Gather 261          
 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 25:31-40 
 

[R 8 The Lord be with you.]  
 

[C And with your spirit.] 
 

R 8 A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

R 8 Jesus said to his disciples: 
31  ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory,  

and all the Angels with him,  
then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  

32 All the nations will be gathered before him,  
and he will separate people one from another  
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,  

33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand  
and the goats at the left.  

34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand,  
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father,  
inherit the kingdom prepared for you  
from the foundation of the world;  

35 for I was hungry and you gave me food,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  

36 I was naked and you gave me clothing,  
I was sick and you took care of me,  
I was in prison and you visited me.”  

37 Then the righteous will answer him,  
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,  
or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  

38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,  
or naked and gave you clothing?  
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39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison  
and visited you?”  

40 And the king will answer them,  
“Truly I tell you,  
just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did it to me.” 

 

R 8 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

The same acclamation is sung immediately following the Gospel proclamation. 
 

 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”      Gather 261          
 

Hymn  
 

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”    see page 18 
 

Sit 

Homily/Sermon 
 

Silent Reflection 
 

Following the homily, the entire assembly may pause for a few moments of silent reflection. 
 

We Respond in Faith and Unity 
 

Stand 

Song 
 

The entire assembly joins with the Ecumenical Choir in singing the following: 
  

“God of Day and God of Darkness”    Gather 750         
 

Sit 

Stones and Stories   
 

The two or three identified story tellers are invited to come forward. 
 

L 1 Let us hear some stories.  
As living stones, we are bearing witness to the stories that will live on.  
With each story, the Body of Christ is being built up and edified.  
Our stories are intertwined with the story of Christ,  
the Corner Stone of our Christian unity.  
As God has created us to be in communion,  
so too our stories are connected.  
Let us reflect as we hear these stories, each holding our stone. 
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The story tellers give their testimonies. After each story, the speaker places his or her stone near the large 
Paschal Candle, which serves as the symbol of Christ the corner stone. 
 

RITUAL ACTION 
 

L 1 Remembering that each of our stories is intertwined with the story of Christ,  
the Corner Stone of our Christian unity, let us commit ourselves 
to work together towards the overcoming of injustice: 

 

C I commit myself to respond to the call of Isaiah 
to ‘do good and seek justice’. 
Amen. 
 

After the above statement of commitment, the worshippers are all invited to come forward and place  
their stones around the large Paschal Candle located at the front of the worship space in the midst of the 
assembly. During this ritual action, instrumental music may be played. 
 
Stand 

Hymn 
 

After the ritual action of the placing of stones has been completed, all join in singing: 
 

“What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine”    see page 19 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

L 1 With faith and confidence, we come in prayer,  
before God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
 

L 3 Creator God, today we live with the consequences of actions  
that have made life unsustainable for some and overabundant for others.  
Teach us to know how to use responsibly the resources you have given to us  
for the benefit of all and the respect of your creation.  
The groaning creation cries out to you. 
 

C Teach us and show us the way. 
 
L 4 Compassionate God, help us repair the harm  

that we have inflicted upon each other  
and the divisions we have created among your people.  
Just as Christ Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit onto the disciples 
to birth the community of the new creation,  
send your grace to heal our divisions  
and gift us with the unity for which Jesus prayed. 
 

C Teach us and show us the way. 
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L 5 Christ, the way, the truth and the life,  
you embodied justice in your ministry on earth by the good that you did,  
breaking down the walls that divide and the prejudices that imprison.  
Open our hearts and minds to recognize  
that though we are many, we are one in you. 
 

C Teach us and show us the way. 

 
L 6 Esprit Saint, tu renouvelles la face de la terre.  

La cime des montagnes, le tonnerre du ciel,  
le rythme des lacs nous parlent –  
 

C parce que nous sommes tous liés les uns aux autres. 
 

[Holy Spirit, you create anew the face of the earth.  
The summit of the mountains, the thunder of the sky,  
the rhythm of the lakes speak to us –   

 Because we are connected.] 

 
L 6 La légèreté des étoiles, la fraîcheur du matin,  

les gouttes de rosée sur les fleurs nous parlent –  
 

C parce que nous sommes tous liés les uns aux autres.  
 

[The faintness of the stars, the freshness of the morning,  
the dewdrops on the flower speak to us – 

 Because we are connected.] 

 
L 6 Les voix des pauvres, des opprimés et des marginaux nous parlent –  
 

C parce que nous sommes tous liés les uns aux autres.  
 

[The voices of the poor, the oppressed and the marginalized speak to us – 
Because we are connected.] 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

L 1 But above all, our hearts soar to you  
for we cry out ‘Abba, Father’ as we say: 

 
C Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
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 Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
 now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Closing Prayer 
 

L 7 Everlasting God,  
look upon these faces gathered together in holy community  
and send them anywhere you would have them go.  
 

Encourage them by your Holy Spirit  
to continue to tell their stories,  
to do good,  
and to seek justice  
for the sake of your Creation through their actions.  
 

Sustain them that they may be one,  
so the world may believe  
that you sent your only Son Jesus  
for the life of the world.  

 

C Amen. 

 
We Are Sent Out Together to Proclaim the Good News 

 
Sit 

Words of Thanks / Acknowledgements 
 

The Reverend Fr. Robert Polz, as chair of the local preparation committee for the 2023 Week of Prayer  
for Christian Unity, extends some words of thanks.   
 

As circumstances suggest, the Most Reverend Richard Gagnon, as host and presider for this evening’s 
worship, may wish to add a few words of thanks and other acknowledgements on his own behalf. 

 
Stand 

Blessing and Sending Forth 
 

L 1 The Lord be with you.  
 

C And with your spirit. 
 
 Bow down for the blessing. 
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Church leaders who are present in the sanctuary (chancel) may join together with the presider  
in this prayer of blessing by extending their hands over those assembled. 
 
L 1 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 

C Amen. 
 

L 1 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 

C Amen. 
 
L 1 The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
 and give you peace. 
 

C Amen. 
 
L 1 And may the blessing of almighty God,  

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
come down on you and remain with you for ever. 
 

C Amen. 
 
 Go forth and announce the Gospel. 
 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Recessional Hymn 
 

During the recessional hymn, church leaders and representatives leave the sanctuary (chancel) and process down 
the centre aisle out of the main worship space. 
 

“Canticle of the Turning”      Gather 527  
 
Postlude 
 

As the rest of those gathered leave the worship space suitable instrumental music may be played.   
 
 

 

A reception will follow the ecumenical worship service. 
 

All are invited to proceed downstairs to Room 9 
for a time of refreshment and fellowship. 

 

An elevator is available near the south entrance  
for those who need assistance going down to the lower level of the facility. 

 



 17 

 



 18 

Hymn:  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
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Hymn:  What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine 
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