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PARISH BULLETIN 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – March 17, 2024 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD – March 24, 2025 
 

The schedule published herein continues to the Easter weekend of March 31, 2024 
 

 

Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 

3390 Portage Avenue 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3K 0Z3 

Telephone: 204-832-7175  •  Fax: 204-885-2447 

Email: office@johnxxiii.ca  •  Website: www.johnxxiii.ca 
 

Office Hours: On designated afternoons 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
and at other times for pre-arranged appointments 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
SUNDAY LITURGIES (MASSES) 

Saturday 4:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m.  
 

WEEKDAY LITURGIES 
As announced in the schedule in this bulletin. 

 

ASSISTANCE TO THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
For emergencies, you may contact the parish office. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 
As circumstances permit, on Wednesday evenings, 

on Friday afternoons or by appointment. 
Further opportunities in the deanery for confessions during Lent 

are listed on page 5 of this bulletin and on our parish website. 
 

 

Please continue to follow the rules of good hygiene including hand washing/sanitizing and cough etiquette. 
For the safety and comfort of all, please self-screen before coming to church.  Stay home if you are sick. 

Individuals may continue to use face masks based on their preference, personal risk, or other reasons. 
 

 

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM 
 

Pastor:  Reverend Fr. Robert Polz        Custodian:  José Barrera 
204-832-7335   rpolz.johnxxiii@gmail.com     204-888-9340 

 

Pastoral Assistant:  Sharon Camier        Music Ministry:  Donna Vendramelli  
204-832-7206  sharon@johnxxiii.ca      204-888-8200  d_vendramelli@mymts.net 

 

Trustee:  Loris Vendramelli         Building and Maintenance Chair:  Brad McKay 
204-888-8200  lvendro8@gmail.com      204-795-6788  br.mckay@outlook.com 

 

Trustee:  William Gould          Parish Pastoral Council Facilitator:  Laurette Burch  
204-832-7175  william.d.gould@gmail.com    204-885-6988  burchd@mymts.net  
 

FAITH FORMATION:   
Contact our Pastoral Assistant (Sharon) for further information concerning catechism materials for lessons to take place 
in the home setting and/or at church on Sunday mornings as circumstances permit. 

 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION (BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, EUCHARIST):  Contact our Pastoral Assistant for further information.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  Contact the Pastor (Fr. Robert). 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:  Arrangements for preparation and celebration should be made at least six months in advance. 
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS:  Contact the parish office before finalizing arrangements with funeral directors. 
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2024 Chrism Mass 
 

This year the clergy, religious and faithful of the Archdiocese will gather with 
Archbishop Richard Gagnon to celebrate the Chrism Mass on Tuesday, March 26, 
2024 at St. Mary's Cathedral, 353 St. Mary Avenue, beginning at 10:30 am.                
A reception will follow at the Delta Marriott across from the Cathedral.  All are 
welcome.  (There are tentative plans to livestream The Chrism Mass.  If the Mass 
will be livestreamed, a link will be made available through the Archdiocese of 
Winnipeg website www.archwinnipeg.ca ) 

 
 

2024 SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM at Saint John XXIII Roman Catholic Church 
 

HOLY THURSDAY – March 28 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 p.m. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY – March 29 
Celebration of the Passion of the Lord at 3:00 p.m. 

 

HOLY SATURDAY – March 30 
Mass of the Easter Vigil at 8:30 p.m. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY – March 31 
Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. 
 

As circumstances permit, we plan to Livestream from Saint John XXIII Church the liturgies for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter Sunday morning.  To access livestreaming of liturgies via YouTube and/or an archive of liturgies posted online, go to 
links found on the home page of our parish website www.johnxxiii.ca 

 

 
 

Come and pray the  
WAY OF THE CROSS  

in Saint John XXIII Church 
at 7:00 pm  

on Friday, March 22nd. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LECTIO DIVINA 
Friday, March 22nd immediately 
following the Way of the Cross 

in the Guadalupe Room. 
 

We will listen together and reflect  
on the Gospel passage(s) for  

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord.  
All those interested  

are welcome to participate! 

http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/
http://www.johnxxiii.ca/
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MUSIC PRACTICE: In preparation for the Sacred Paschal Triduum at Saint John XXIII Church, a music 

practice will be held on Monday evening, March 25th beginning at 7:00 pm (or 7:30 pm for any unable to 
make it earlier).  This will be an opportunity to finalize cantor assignments and to rehearse music that will 
be used during the celebrations of the Paschal Triduum.  Current singers and musicians and anyone else 
interested in joining us are cordially invited to gather for a time of practice and joyful praise of God!  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NEEDED 
to assist for the liturgies of the Paschal Triduum March 28 – 31, 2024 

 

Current servers and others willing to serve (both youth and adults) are kindly asked to notify 
Sharon Camier and to make arrangements to participate in the various Altar Server 
Rehearsals as listed in the parish schedule included in this bulletin (see page 4). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Serve the LORD with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing!” – Psalm 100.2 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 17 – 31, 2024 
As circumstances suggest, the schedule published here may be subject to change. 

 

Sunday, March 17   FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – “SOLIDARITY SUNDAY” 
4:00 pm Saturday   MASS – Intentions of Fr. Robert Polz and Sharon Camier, requested by Laurette and Doug 
9:00 am     MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
10:15 am    CATECHISM CLASSES (downstairs in the parish hall and classrooms) 

11:45 am    MASS – Intentions of Amy Magbag (birthday March 20th), requested by Brad McKay 
1:15 pm      Special sacramental preparation session (downstairs in room 9) 
 

 

Monday, March 18   FERIAL 
      Mass (offered in private) – Special intention 

 

Tuesday, March 19   SOLEMNITY OF SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, 
       Principal Patron of Canada, Patron of the Universal Church, 
        Principal Patron of the Archdiocese of Winnipeg 

1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 

7:00 pm     MASS – Special intention, requested by a parishioner 
 

 

Wednesday, March 20  FERIAL 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Benita Precioso+, requested by Nina Turner 
7:40 pm     RCIA Session (Guadalupe Room) 

 

Thursday, March 21   FERIAL 
      Mass (offered in private) – Intentions of Nina Turner (Birthday March 22nd) 
6:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to assist with confessions at St. Patrick’s Church  

 

Friday, March 22    FERIAL 
12:00 pm    Praying of the Angelus 
12:10 pm    MASS – Ralph Crozier+ and Patricia Crozier (birthday), requested by Laurette Burch 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 
3:00 pm     Recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
6:30 pm     Fr. Robert is scheduled to assist with confessions at St. Charles Church  

7:00 pm     WAY OF THE CROSS 
    7:30 pm approx.   LECTIO DIVINA – “Breaking Open the Word” (ALL WELCOME – in the Guadalupe room) 
 

Saturday, March 23   FERIAL 
11:00 am    Archdiocesan Pastoral Council Meeting (downstairs in room 9) 
 
 

4:00 pm       MASS for Palm Sunday – Doris Ellen Burch+, requested by Doug and Laurette Burch 
 



 4 

Sunday, March 24   PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
9:00 am     MASS (livestreamed) – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
10:15 am    Way of the Cross for children and adults (in the main worship space) 
11:45 am    MASS – John Mangin+, requested by Mangin family 
 

 

Monday, March 25   MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
      Mass (offered in private) – Laurita Lopez+, requested by Marietta Gendive 
7:00 pm     MUSIC PRACTICE in preparation for the Sacred Paschal Triduum 

 

Tuesday, March 26   TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
10:30 am    THE CHRISM MASS at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 353 St. Mary Avenue – ALL WELCOME! 
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm  Office Hours – call or ring door buzzer for assistance 

 

Wednesday, March 27  WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
6:45 pm     OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP DEVOTIONS 
7:00 pm     MASS – Intentions of Marietta and Alfred Gendive (re wedding anniversary) 

 7:30 pm     Altar Server Rehearsal for Holy Thursday Evening Mass 
 
 

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
 

Thursday, March 28   HOLY THURSDAY 

7:30 pm     MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 8:45 pm     Solemn Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament 
        Following Mass, all are encouraged to spend time in prayer and adoration  
        at the place of reposition.  Solemn adoration will continue there until 11:00 p.m. 

 10:50 pm approx.   Night Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours 
 

Friday, March 29    GOOD FRIDAY – UNIVERSAL DAY OF FAST AND ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT 
 12:30 pm    Altar Server Rehearsal for 3:00 pm Passion Liturgy 

3:00 pm     CELEBRATION OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
        The celebration includes the Solemn Intercessions, the Adoration of the Holy Cross, 
        and the distribution of Holy Communion. 
 

Saturday, March 30   HOLY SATURDAY  
11:45 am    BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD BASKETS – simple form (in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel) 
1:30 pm     Altar Server Rehearsal for Easter Vigil Liturgy 

8:30 pm     SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL AND FIRST MASS OF EASTER 
          The Easter Vigil includes the Service of Light, the Liturgy of the Word, the Blessing of 
          Baptismal Water and Renewal of Baptismal Promises, Rite of Reception and Confirmation, 
                 and the celebration of the First Solemn Eucharist of Easter. 
 

Following Vigil:   BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD BASKETS – solemn form – will follow the Vigil 
        Easter baskets may be placed on the designated tables in the Our Lady of Guadalupe Room 
        before the beginning of the Vigil.  Immediately following the Vigil, our parish priest  
        will bless the baskets and sprinkle them with the newly blessed Easter Holy Water. 
 

Sunday, March 31   EASTER SUNDAY – SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
        Easter Sunday liturgies include the renewal of baptismal promises. 

 

9:00 am     EASTER SUNDAY MASS – “Pro populo” / Intentions of parishioners 
 11:45 am    EASTER SUNDAY MASS – Helene Dubenski Leydier+, req. by Dayna Goodchild and family 
 

 

Pontifical Collection for the Holy Land – Good Friday, March 29, 2024 
 

The Good Friday Collection is requested by the Holy See to help maintain the Church’s holy places in the Holy Land, so 
important to the faith of Christians everywhere, and also to support the faithful who struggle to survive under political and 
economic oppression and persecution.  This Pontifical Collection will be taken during the Good Friday celebration on March 
29, 2024. To donate here in the parish, please use the yellow coloured “Needs of the Church in the Holy Land” envelope 
found in your regular Sunday Offering Envelopes box and make cheques payable to the parish.  Alternatively, for those who 
are unable to attend the Good Friday liturgy or who prefer to make a direct donation online, you may do so by Interac e-
transfer or CanadaHelps by visiting www.commissariat.ca/supporting-us   

http://www.commissariat.ca/supporting-us
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Please pray for the loved ones of our community in need of healing and comfort:   
Dora Auger, Annette and Maynard Bates, Monica Bird, George Bonnefoy, Ayson Broughton, Freda Broughton, 
Barry and Sharon Burke, Ken Burke, Donna Burns, Alan and Cathleen Critchley, René Defries, John and Marina 
Foucart, René Gobeil, Helen Hallack, Darryn Hellofs, Bev and Steve Hewitt, Angela Krassie, Magdalena Krauter, 
Violet Lebedeff, Marie Mangin, Norman Mangin, Tim Mangin, Frances Mijker, Anne Muhire, Zonia Patson, 
Françoise Reesink, Jarette Mithian Remolacio, Ken Resch, Owen Robertson, Carol Ann Robinson, Jerome 
Strachan, Angie Turner, Joe and Maria Wallack, and Helen Yankoski.  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TABERNACLE LAMP OFFERING 
March 17 – 23, 2024 For those in need of healing and comfort, requested by Henrietta Zhanel 
March 24 – 30, 2024 That Christians may enter deeply into the celebrations of the mysteries of salvation 
 

If you wish to have the Tabernacle Lamp in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel of Saint John XXIII Church burn in memory of a loved 
one, to honour a special occasion, or for a particular intention, you may make arrangements through the Parish Office.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The following items are available at the parish office for a very reasonable cost as noted: 
 

NRSV Bible – Catholic Edition, hardcover or flexcover    $20.00 per Bible 
Pocket Gospels and Psalms - NRSV         $15.00 per copy 
Living with Christ SUNDAY MISSAL 2023 – 2024      $7.25 per copy  
Living with Christ Missalette – monthly edition      $5.00 per copy     
Candles blessed on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord   $6.00 per box  (each box contains two candles) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) IN THE CENTRAL WINNIPEG DEANERY 
Schedule for the remainder of Lent 2024 

 

TUESDAY, March 19  ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL, 353 St. Mary Avenue 
      Evening beginning at 6:30 pm 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 20 ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE CHURCH, 2400 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg 
      Evening beginning at 6:30 pm        
 

THURSDAY, March 21  ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, 172 Worth Street, Winnipeg 
Evening beginning at 6:30 pm 

 

FRIDAY, March 22  OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH, 95 MacDonald Avenue, Winnipeg 
      Evening beginning at 6:30 pm 
 

FRIDAY, March 22  ST. CHARLES CHURCH, 320 St. Charles Street, Winnipeg 
Evening beginning at 6:30 pm        

 

As circumstances permit, penitents also are welcome to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation at the following locations 
in the deanery:    

HOLY NAMES HOUSE OF PEACE, 211 Edmonton Street, Winnipeg 
      Mondays 4:00 to 4:50 pm, Wednesdays 4:00 to 4:50 pm, Saturdays 9:00 am to 12:00 noon 
      

ST. ANN’S CHURCH, 271 Hampton Street, Winnipeg 
Call 204-888-1935 for information 

 

In addition to opportunities listed above, the Sacrament of Reconciliation may be celebrated in most parishes at other times 
by appointment.  Please contact the particular parish concerned for further details and to make arrangements. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ST. CHARLES CATHOLIC SCHOOL SPRING FUNDRAISER: This year’s spring 

fundraising campaign is a sale of excellent quality and competitively priced bedding plants, 
perennials, hanging baskets, vegetables, herbs, succulents, and container gardens. Fall 
Garden Mums can be ordered now for delivery shortly after Labour Day in the early Fall. 
Gift Cards are also available. Orders may be placed until April 15th. Plants will be available 
for pick up at the school from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm on Tuesday, May 21, 2024.  For more 
information on the steps to shop and pay online, see the poster on the church bulletin 
board or go to the school website www.stccs.ca for further contact information.  

http://www.stccs.ca/
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SHARE LENT 2024:  Solidarity Sunday – March 17, 2024 
This Solidarity Sunday, Development and Peace ― Caritas Canada’s Reaping our Rights campaign 
invites you to give generously and thanks you warmly for your generosity. Your donation 
transforms the lives of some of our most vulnerable sisters and brothers across the world. 
“Development and Peace — Caritas Canada accompanies, supports, and respects our institutional 
autonomy. It creates a climate of trust. I thank our sisters and brothers in Canada for their 
solidarity, a solidarity that generates life opportunities, that accompanies the dreams of women 
and men, of families, of communities and territories. Thank you!” ― Eva Colque, Executive 
Director, Fundación NUNA, a partner in Bolivia.  Help create hope and dreams of the communities 
we support in the Global South by giving to the SHARE LENT PARISH COLLECTION on MARCH 17TH 
or online at devp.org/give. Thank you for your solidarity! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

"JOURNEY THROUGH LENT" with the CCCB:  The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops presents "Journey 

through Lent" with the Most Rev. Mark Hagemoen, Bishop of Saskatoon, and the Most Rev. Stephen Hero, Bishop of Prince 
Albert. Join them as they reflect on the Word of God for Lent 2024. Each video will be posted to our website weekly. Go to 
the CCCB website www.cccb.ca and click on appropriate link. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DISCIPLESHIP FORMATION PROGRAM: The Catholic School of Evangelization is hosting a COME & SEE WEEKEND 

March 22-24, 2024. This is an opportunity for potential students to experience life at the Discipleship Formation Program. 

Come spend the weekend with us and be immersed in community life, taking part in classes, prayer time, worship, and daily 

duties, all while discerning your call to attend as a student for the 2024-2025 school year. To learn more about the program, 

click here. To register for the Come & See Weekend, click here or go to www.catholicway.net 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ST. JAMES ASSINIBOIA CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE: Our next General meeting is on Tuesday, March 26, 2024 

at St. Charles Catholic Church beginning with Mass at 2:00 pm. We will have the installation of the new executive at the Mass. 
Just a reminder to bring in your bags of used clothing for the 30 items for 30 days of Lent project. Everyone is welcome. Please 
join us for some good fellowship with other Catholic women. Jodeen Stewart CWL President 204-891-4740. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY AT ST. MARY'S ACADEMY – Sunday, April 21, 2024:  International Day, hosted by the Parents' 

Guild, is a time-honoured tradition that brings together the SMA community to celebrate its diversity and culture. Similar to 
Folklorama, this event offers a variety of ethnic food pavilions, artistry, music, and dance. International Day is the primary 
fundraiser for the Parents' Guild, with proceeds benefiting extra-curricular activities and equipment for their students. All are 
welcome. Admission is free! For further information, go to check out events at www.smamb.ca 
 

 

For news and events in and around the Archdiocese of Winnipeg, go to the website: www.archwinnipeg.ca 
 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
March 17, 2024 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34   
In the days of the new covenant, all people will have personal knowledge of God. 

 

Psalm 51:1-2, 10-11, 12-13 
God’s mercy offers us hope of a clean heart and renewed spirit. 

 

Hebrews 5:7-9   
The reverent heart gains a hearing in the presence of God. 

 

John 12:20-33   
Some Greeks—outsiders to the story—seek personal access to Jesus. 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD 

We would like to see Jesus 
I’ve always felt a real affection for the anonymous Greeks who approach Philip in Jerusalem and make their request with 

disarming frankness: “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Who are these people? “Greeks” is a catchall term in first-century 
Israel. These folks speak to Philip in Greek, not in Hebrew or Aramaic. The term suggests nothing about their ethnicity, nor 

http://www.devp.org/give
http://www.cccb.ca/
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwUzEtOBCEQANDTwJIUVXwXLNz0PSrQCMo0nZGE0dObucAryWtCb-SZtNeAHtCSbAmrzdVGoIJGh-CgFO8jleA5VHBO9oSABkijjkDGKh3ZkIPIHK0lYmGgjpm_r7lOledDjtTWun8EfQg8BB57b5V5tTl63vyrrnMJPEq95TM97zn-1Nds1-vVexcGPh_cx9v5DwAA__94oDSH
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwUzEtuwyAQANDTwC5oPlDMgkU3vscIJjUtNlGCZLenr3KBV3NEpuitZowIFIEC2y3LEhcR4ogLYJGK9xpSDKq-Riyw2JYJyAMjYQL2wWESzx-QRFIIzGI83PsoP8eY6srYbc_bnI-X4U9Dq6H1PE9XZG6jt3LKrzt0GlrL2PUmR729VO0zPx-j_7nvsR3X1VozHr52af0N_gcAAP__oao4NQ
http://www.catholicway.net/
http://www.smamb.ca/
http://www.archwinnipeg.ca/
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does it spell out whether they are Greek-speaking Jews or Gentiles. But they are in Jerusalem specifically for the Passover, so 
they are at least God-fearing Gentiles. Because this verse follows the Pharisees’ disgusted remark, “Look, the whole world 
has gone after him,” we understand that these foreigners are generally unwelcome among the average citizens of Israel. 

Still, they have the chutzpah to go to Philip, who speaks their language, and ask for the kind of intimate introduction to 
Jesus that few in the crowds around him received. Why do they want to see Jesus? Not simply for the photo-op, we can 
imagine. Being seen in the company of Jesus in those troubled days was a mixed bag, not necessarily something you wanted 
to advertise. 

So there’s both some daring and some risk involved in this direct request. Obviously they don’t want to look at Jesus. 
They want to know him. Maybe they are hoping, at this late date—although no one knows the lateness of the hour besides 
Jesus and his adversaries—to become his disciples. It’s not their fault that they come into the story too late to walk around 
the countryside with him and absorb his teaching. They cannot know that they are seeking the acquaintance of Jesus when 
the time before his execution can be counted out in hours. 

And Jesus, for his part, agrees to their request. He agrees that it is high time to be seen: “The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified.” Jesus is about to be lifted up to a place where he can be viewed, not only for miles, but also for 
centuries. The arrival of the Greeks, in a sense, is a sign to Jesus that his hour of Passion and glorification is about to unfold. 
For their part the Greeks didn’t mean to be a sign of anything. They weren’t trying to be special. They expressed a need that 
people coming to faith often experience: the desire for greater union with Jesus. 

RCIA catechumens and candidates frequently seek a closer relationship with Jesus than the cradle Catholic, and they are 
anxious to acquire that intimacy. In this sense, we lifelong Catholics need to take our cue from the newcomers. If we would 
like to see Jesus, all we have to do is ask.                                         – Alice Camille 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
March 24, 2024 
 

Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16   
Jesus is rendered due honor as he enters the city of David. 

 

Isaiah 50:4-7   
The faithful servant is relentless in his attention to  
and service of the divine word.  

 

Psalm 22:7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 
The ancient poet prophetically describes the death of God’s faithful one. 
 

Philippians 2:6-11   
Saint Paul presents the Crucifixion as a cosmic event of submission and glory. 

 

Mark 14:1 – 15:47                       Assisi frescoes 
Mark presents good and bad examples of discipleship in his Passion account.            Entry into Jerusalem by Pietro Lorenzetti 

 

EXPLORING THE WORD       

The meal in the middle 
The Passion narrative is so enthralling on its own terms it can be difficult to keep in mind that it is not simply a drama 

about the death of Jesus. Gospel stories are deliberately told in a way that always invites us to find our place in the story. 
When Mark invented the gospel genre he made it consciously interactive, modernly speaking. Scholars point to his 
“sandwiching” technique of folding one story between the halves of another, deepening the contrast between characters 
and their choices. So we, too, must choose, Mark says with each comparison. 

Never is that more apparent than in the Passion account, where marvelous characterizations offer early church 
members—and modern ones, too—the opportunity to decide whether courage or cowardice will mark their own discipleship. 
The Last Supper narrative becomes the gateway through which the stories surrounding it are illuminated. The heroic self-
offering of Jesus stands between bitter tales of betrayal and denial. 

On one side of the Supper an unnamed woman pours away nearly a year’s wages with the perfumed oil she uses to 
anoint Jesus. She reaps no personal reward for this action, but for her courage, prophetic insight, and self-sacrifice Jesus 
declares that her memory will become part of his gospel for all time. Quite an astonishing recognition! 

Compare her response to Jesus on that night with that of one of his 12 closest followers. Judas, who shares the 
indignation of others present at this “display” and “waste,” leaves directly to make a devil’s bargain with the chief priests 
over the life of his teacher. Which disciple will we be: the anonymous woman of wise action or the celebrated follower who 
does his evil under cover of darkness? 
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On the far side of the Last Supper is Peter’s denial. While Judas’ betrayal simply hastened the arrest of Jesus that was 
already in the works, Peter’s disavowal of Jesus was indescribably personal and pivotal. Barely an hour earlier Peter had sworn 
that his faith in Jesus could not be shaken. Yet he slept through Jesus’ agony in the garden and did not awaken to the 
superficiality of his loyalty until it was three times too late. 

Mark inserts another nameless character here to underscore Peter’s plight—and ours—in the young man wrapped in a 
linen cloth who runs away naked from the dangerous hour. The cloth suggests the attire of the baptized; that it is swept away 
by a grasping hand reveals that outward signs of faith mean nothing if they are not also deeply internalized. Those who leave 
the side of Jesus in the critical hour are truly naked and vulnerable. Mark asks us to contrast all of these images with that of 
Jesus, sitting at supper, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” Take it, and never forsake it.                                              – Alice Camille 

 

Alice Camille is a religious educator, scripture commentator, and author of many books  
including This Transforming Word and other titles found at alicecamille.com 

The reflections given above for the Fifth Sunday of Lent and Palm Sunday are reprinted with permission from PrepareTheWord.com 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often.” 
—Saint John Henry Cardinal Newman 

 

“It is not as a child that I believe and confess Jesus Christ.  My hosanna is born of a furnace of doubt.” 
—Fyodor Dostoyevsky 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SAINT JOHN XXIII PARISH BUILDING GOD’S HOME FUND 
 

Saint John XXIII Parish in October 2023 obtained a loan from the Trustees of the RCAW 
Inc. for the purposes of paying off by October 31, 2023 the $500,000.00 owed to the 
Diocese of Rupert’s Land for the purchase of our parish facility, the former Assiniboia 
Christian Centre. According to the loan agreement, over the next five years, through a 
capital campaign and other fundraising efforts, we now must raise the funds to pay off 
the principal sum of $500,000.00 CDN together with the requisite interest. To this end, 
we have begun a capital campaign and have been soliciting pledges from parishioners 
towards our “Building God’s Home Fund”.  Thank you to those parishioners who have 

submitted their pledge forms.  We ask other parishioners to prayerfully consider their response to our capital campaign. 
Envelopes containing pledge forms are available at the parish office. 

 
 

Saint John XXIII Parish Stewardship of Treasure 
 

PARISH OFFERINGS:  You may place your offering envelopes in the COLLECTION BASKET passed by the ushers to those sitting 
in the pews during Sunday liturgies.  Or you may mail your contribution to the parish via CANADA POST.  Or you may leave a 
message with the parish office to make arrangements with one of our parish staff to drop off your offertory donations at a 
safe drop off location.  For donations to the parish, please make cheques payable to “St. John XXIII Parish”.   
 

PAD OPTION:  Alternatively, we encourage parishioners to consider being an “intentional giver” by registering for                        
PRE-AUTHORIZED DEBIT.  Please leave a message at the parish office and someone will contact you and assist you. 
 

ONLINE OPTIONS:  If you wish to donate to the parish ONLINE, a link to CanadaHelps.org can be found on our website.             
Go to www.johnxxiii.ca and click on the DONATE NOW tab at the top of the Links column on the home page.  Alternatively, 
you may donate to St. John XXIII Parish via the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Mobile APP on your mobile device.  Go to the Apple 
APP Store or Google Play Store to download the Archdiocese of Winnipeg Mobile APP. 
 

INTERAC e-Transfer:  If you to donate via e-Transfer, go online and login to your online banking account. Select send an 
Interac e-Transfer (or autodeposit etc.)  Complete all the necessary information including the amount of your contribution.  
For name of recipient you may use ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH and be sure to use this email address: finance@johnxxiii.ca  
Review details and Confirm (Send) to submit your contribution.  Transfers sent to finance@johnxxiii.ca will be automatically 
deposited to the account of TRUSTEES OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF SAINT JOHN XXIII at RBC Royal Bank.  When 
making your contribution via Interac e-Transfer through your financial institution, please be sure to INDICATE IN THE 
MESSAGE/MEMO line what your payment is for.  After submitting your contribution, it is very helpful if you send a follow 
up email to the parish finance office at finance@johnxxiii.ca to ensure we have the all information we need for our records. 
 

New parishioners are encouraged to contact the parish office to register with the parish and to arrange for pre-authorized 
debit or a box of regular offering envelopes. 
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