


Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!  
Whether you’re just visiting for a brief time, 
looking for a new parish home, returning to the 
practice of your Catholic faith or interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic Church, we 
are happy you’re here!  To learn more about   
St. John, please visit stjohngulfport.org. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday:  9:00 AM   + Mackie Fayard 
 5:00 PM  + John Patrick Hadden 
Sunday:  8:00 AM  + Estelle Papania 
  10:30 AM  +Ken Saxon 
 5:00 PM  People of the Parish 
Monday: 7:00 AM  + John McWaters 
Tuesday:    6:00 PM  + Mary Frances Wilbur 
Wednesday: 7:00 AM   Martita Pience (Special Intention) 
Thursday:  7:00 AM  + Dr. Hugo Nievas 
Friday: 7:00 AM  + Kaleel Salloum Sr. 

Parish Ministry Meetings 

Knights of Columbus:  1st & 3rd Wednesday - 7:00 PM 

K C Ladies Auxiliary:  3rd Tuesday - 6:30 PM 

Young At Heart: 4th Thursday - 12 Noon 

Prayer Group: Every Thursday - 5:15 PM 

For information, call the Parish Office. 

Legion of Mary: Every Thursday - 10:00 AM 
For information, call Annette Seymour 228-326-0851. 

Last Week’s Collections 

1st Collection: $3177 
2nd Collection: $270 for the Church in Latin America 
     and $385 for the Saltillo Mission 
Children’s Collection: $17 

Thank you for your generosity! 

This week’s second collection is for the          
Maintenance Fund. Next week’s second collection 
will be for Property Insurance. 

Isabel Allen 
Kris Allen 
Georgia Bailey 
Thomas Bailey 
David Belew 
Mary Ann Bishop 
Hope Broadus 
Garry Cooper 
Ed Croal 
Mimi Davis 
Desa Elkins 
Alan Goad 

Dan Goad 
Ronnie Guidry 
Jordan Hoang 
JoAnn Liner 
Bernard Papania 
Linda Papania 
Steve Papania 
Rachel Parish 
Colette Marissa 
     Quigley 
Carolyn Reeves 
Roxanne Reynolds 

Alexander Rich 
Peggy Ryland 
Skip Ryland 
Vicki Smith 
Erma Wilson 
John Windham 

Your prayers are asked for the following individuals  

who are facing illness or other life challenges.  

 
Catholic Education 

 

St. James Elementary  
603 West Avenue, Gulfport, MS 39507 

Principal: Jennifer Broadus 
Tel #: 228-896-6631 

St. Vincent De Paul Elementary  
4321 Espy Avenue, Long Beach MS 39560  

Principal: Carol Church 
Tel #: 228-222-6000 

St. Patrick High School 
18300 St. Patrick Road, Biloxi, MS 39532 

Principal: Dr. Matt Buckley 
Tel #: 228-702-0500 

If you are new to the parish, please complete a 

registration form on the back table or go to our 

website and click on the “New Parishioner” tab. 

Schedule Pickup 

The February schedules for Altar Servers, Lectors, 

and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

can be found on the table nearest the Memorial Room 

in the back of the church.  If you serve in one or more 

of these ministries, please be sure and pick one up! 

A Family of Faith 

Parent Catechetical Gathering 

Wednesday / February 5 / 6:00 PM 

Fatima Room 

Upcoming Events 

Second Collection Envelopes 

Second collection envelopes for designated national 
and diocesan appeals will be available on the tables in 
the back of the church two weeks prior to the           
collection.  Please pick one up and remember to print 
your name and envelope number on the back of the 
collection envelope. 

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are   
renewable.   

Our youth group meets on 

Sunday from 3:30 - 4:45 PM 

in the Youth Room. For 

more information, please 

contact Bridgett Bermond at 

228-209-9281. 

 

The 2020 Offering Envelopes are now 
available for pickup. They are located on 
the table near the Memorial Room in the 

back of the Church and they are listed alphabetically by 
family name. If you don’t see a box with your name on 
it or if you see a box for a family who you know has 
left the parish, please inform Linda Hebert in the Parish 
Office. 

 The flowers on the altar this weekend 
have been donated in celebration of 
the marriage of Brooke Papania and 
Steven Tyler and in memory of    
Phillip (Tip) Conn; Charles & Lela 
Fairley; Andy & Dottie Papania; and 
Richard Tyler, Sr.  

February 7 - First Friday 

Worship Schedule on the Front of the Bulletin 

At least two people for each hour of adoration 

Sign-up Sheet on the Center Table 

Please come and spend some time with Our Lord! 

World Day for Consecrated Life 

February 2, 2020 

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II 

instituted a day of prayer for women 

and men in consecrated life. This 

celebration is attached to the Feast 

of the Presentation of the Lord on 

February 2nd. This Feast is also 

known as Candlemas Day; the day 

on which candles are blessed     

symbolizing Christ who is the light 

of the world. So too, those in      

consecrated life are called to reflect 

the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. The celebration of 

World Day for Consecrated Life is transferred to the      

following Sunday in order to highlight the gift of           

consecrated persons for the whole Church. 

Prayer for Consecrated Persons 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women 

to serve you in your Son’s Kingdom as sisters, brothers, 

religious priests, consecrated virgins, and hermits, as well 

as members of Secular Institutes. Renew their knowledge 

and love of you and send your Holy Spirit to help them  

respond generously and courageously to your will. We ask 

this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

St. Alphonsus Parish presents a teaching and            
exposition of Sacred Relics on Friday, February 7, at 
6:30 PM. Father Carlos Martins of the Companions of 
the Cross will be here with a very special Vatican    
collection of over 150 relics, some as old as 2000 
years. Among the treasures will be relics of St. Maria 
Goretti, St. Therese of Lisieux (the “Little Flower"), St. 
Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, and St. Faustina Kowalska. In addition, there 
will also be present a portion of the veil of Our Lady, 
as well as one of the largest remaining pieces of the 
True Cross in the world. Those in attendance will be 
able to examine and venerate each relic. In the 
Church’s history, many miracles and healings have 
been worked in the presence of relics, and many have 
been healed through this ministry. Please do not miss 
this opportunity. You are encouraged to bring your     
articles of devotion (such as rosaries, holy cards, etc.) 
and pictures of ill friends/family members which you 
will be able to touch to the reliquaries as a means of 
intercession. 



Upcoming Events Continued 
Bible Study 

Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained is          
presented through Formed and features video and 
discussion sessions that bring together some of the 
most trusted Catholic teachers in the world to guide 
you through the breadth and richness of the Catholic 
faith. 

The study begins on Monday, January 27, at 1 PM 
and Thursday, January 30, at 6 PM and will     
continue for the next three weeks (ending on        
February 17 and 20, respectively). Please join us as 
we deepen our knowledge of our beautiful and sa-
cred Catholic faith. 

Week One: The Journey of Faith 

St. Augustine wrote: "Our hearts are restless until 
they rest in Thee." At every moment of our lives, 
God draws near to us, calling us to seek him, to 
know him, and to love him. Our journey of faith   
begins when we respond to that call. In what manner 
are we to know God and how do we respond? 

Week Two: Divine Revelation 

If someone were to ask you if God speaks to you, 
how would you answer? As Catholics, our faith is 
not a blind response to a God we cannot Know.    
Rather, God has gradually revealed himself through 
deeds and words in history. In what manner does 
God continue to speak to us today? 

Week Three: The Bible 

The Church has always seen the Scriptures as       
essential to nourish and govern our lives as        
Catholics. The Church even boldly teaches that the 
Bible is inspired by God and is, therefore, without 
error. How are we to understand how human authors, 
through their own language, style and powers,     
consigned to writing what God wanted written, and 
no more? 

Week Four: The Story of Salvation 

God, who is infinitely perfect, and happy in himself, 
freely created us to share in his own goodness and 
love. However, we disobeyed him and refused to 
give ourselves in love. This sin broke our              
relationship with God and our relationships with one 
another, brought death into the world, and wounded 
our human nature leaving us with the inclination to 
sin. How can we get ourselves out of this dire      
predicament? 

Kevin Craford,  Colin 
Farrell & Patrick 
Doucey with Dave 

Curley 

Saturday, February 8, 
2020  

7:00 PM  

World Marriage Day 

Sunday / February 9 

Renewal of Vows at all Masses 

Married Couples Retreat 

March 21 and 22 / St. Benedict, Louisiana 

Would you like to break away with your spouse and 

spend quality time enriching your marriage? Then 

join us on our upcoming couples retreat, “Growing 

Together in Faith and Love,” at the beautiful           

St. Joseph Abbey’s Christian Life Retreat Center.  

To register, go to FaithandMarriage.org. 

An Evening of Prayer for Kris Allen and  

Other Parishioners Battling Cancer 

Thursday / February 20 / 6:00 PM 

Rosary, Adoration and Anointing of the Sick 

Come join us as we pray for the healing of Kris and 

all of our parishioners, who have been diagnosed 

with cancer.  We’ll also be praying for the enduring 

strength and dedication of their families/caregivers.   

“There is but one road to lead us to God—humility; all other 

ways would only lead astray, even were they fenced in with all 

virtues.”              —Nicolas Boileau-Despreaux  

 Happy birthday wishes are extended to: 

John Necaise on Feb 2; Ellen Robinson on Feb 3; 
David Comstock on Feb 5; Oscar Maxwell on Feb 6; 
and Divinity Mires on Feb 8. 

May God grant them many blessings in the coming year! 

Congratulations  

to Our Parishioners  

Celebrating a Wedding Anniversary 

Gerald & Sandra Cooper – 45 years on Feb 1 

Guy & Cleo Dossett – 23 years on Feb 1  

May God bless them with many more  

happy years together! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Ps 3:2-7; 
  Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday:  2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30 — 19:3; 
  Ps 86:1-6; Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday:  2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday:  1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Chr 29:10-12; 
  Mk 6:7-13 
Friday:   Sir 47:2-11; Ps 18:31, 47, 50, 51; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday:  1 Kgs 3:4-13; Ps 119:9-14; Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday:  Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5; 
  Mt 5:13-16  

Prayer Candles 

5-Day Prayer Candles are 

available for a $5 donation 

and may be picked up in 

the Church Sacristy after 

Masses and in the Parish Office from                 

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM throughout the work week.   

Red Candles for St. Joseph  

Blue Candles for the Blessed Mother 

We appreciate those who donate altar flowers. If 

you would like to have flowers placed in the 

church for a week in honor of a birthday,          

anniversary or other celebration, or in memory 

of a deceased loved one, please contact the Parish 

Office.  

Dear Parishioners of St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

God has truly blessed St. John the Evangelist!  I am very grateful for all the charitable contributions donated 

to the parish.  As we celebrate God’s gift of a new year, it is time again to work on taxes.  A 2019         

charitable contributions statement is available upon request.  To request one, please contact Mrs. Linda 

Hebert, Lay Pastoral Associate, by phone at (228) 864-2272 or by email at stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org.  

St. John the Evangelist, please pray for us!   

Thank you for your generous hearts!  Fr. Ryan McCoy 

Congratulations to 

Brooke Papania & Steven Tyler, 

who were joined in the                                           

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on February 1. 

May God bless your marriage with joy and a       

lifetime of love! 

SAINT AGATHA (died 251) 
February 5 

“Of noble birth and great 
beauty,” so the ancient   
accounts describe Saint 
Agatha, martyred during an 
early persecution for       
refusing a powerful 
Roman’s offer of marriage, 
since she had consecrated 
her virginity to Christ. An 
early preacher, Saint   
Methodius, reflects instead 
on her name, noting that, in 
Greek, Agatha means 

“good,” goodness being something we can all strive 
for, nobly born or common, blessed with beauty—or 
not! So brutal the tortures that violated her youthful 
innocence, Agatha, like Agnes and several other 
women martyrs, was honored from time immemorial 
by having her name inscribed in the Roman Canon 
(Eucharistic Prayer I). Long invoked as protector 
against earthquakes—Mount Etna erupted as she 
was being tortured—recent attention has focused on 
the particularly cruel torture decreed for Agatha, the 
cutting off of her breasts. This has inspired cancer 
survivors to promote Saint Agatha as patron and  
intercessor for women courageously facing breast 
cancer, for their families and the multitude of      
supporters who participate in fund-raising marches 
and races, and, of course, for the dedicated           
researchers who seek a cure. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  





 

The Diocese of Biloxi Catholic Schools                    

Living and Learning in the Light of Faith  

• 10 Elementary Schools and 5 High Schools  

• Emphasis on Forming Intentional Disciples of Christ 

• Sacramental preparation  

• Religion incorporated into all curriculum 

• Open prayer throughout the day 

• Retreats 

• Prayer tables present in classrooms 

• Family involvement welcomed and encouraged  

• Accredited through the Mississippi Department of Education and AdvancEd Southern Associa-

tion of Colleges and Schools  

• 4,012 Total Students 

• 2,414 Elementary PreK-6 Grade 

• 1,598 Middle/High School 7-12 Grade 

• 520 Faculty and Staff 

• 12% Receiving Title Services 

• 15% Free or Reduced Lunch 

• 71% Catholic Students 

• 29% Non-Catholic Students 

• Over 100,000 Ministry and Service Hours Annually to Church and Community 

• Average of $30,000,000 in Scholarships Offered Annually to Graduating Seniors 

• Perform average of three grade levels above nation on nationally normed standardized tests in 

all grades 

• ACT scores consistently at least six points above state average and at least three points above 

national average 

• Over 100 Mississippi High School Activities Association State Championships  

• National Catholic Education Association St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Award 

• NCEA Outstanding School Advisory Council 

• NCEA Outstanding Pastor 

• NCEA Outstanding Principal 

• National Blue Ribbon Schools 

• Top 50 Catholic High Schools in the U.S.  

 

SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY TO SEE THE EXCITING THINGS HAPPENING IN OUR SCHOOLS. 

Registration for 2020-2021 School Year begins January 27, 2020 

Individual school information may be found at www.biloxidiocese.org – ministries – education – our Catholic schools 

 or contact Dr. Rhonda Clark, Superintendent of Education, rclark@biloxidiocese.org 

 

Holy Trinity*Nativity BVM*Our Lady of Fatima*Resurrection Elementary*Sacred Heart D’Iberville 

Sacred Heart Elementary Hattiesburg*St. Alphonsus*St. Charles Borromeo*St. James 

St. Vincent de Paul*Our Lady Academy*Resurrection High*Sacred Heart High Hattiesburg*St. Patrick*St. Stanislaus 


