


Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!  
Whether you’re just visiting for a brief time, 
looking for a new parish home, returning to the 
practice of your Catholic faith or interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic Church, we 
are happy you’re here!  To learn more about   
St. John, please visit stjohngulfport.org. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday:  +Alex Perez 

Sunday:  +Mackie Fayard 

    People of the Parish 

Monday:  +Harold & Loretta Dubuisson 

Tuesday:     +Lucy Fernandez 

Wednesday:   +Parker Hewes 

Thursday:   +Carl Lizana, Jr. 

Friday:   +Marion & Edna Garrett 

Last Week’s Collections 

1st Collection: $5951 
2nd Collection: $105 for Church Property Insurance 
Catholic Communication: $25 
Catholic Home Missions: $25 
Maintenance Fund: $200 

Thank you for your generosity! 

This week’s second collection is for Tuition          
Assistance. 

Isabel Allen 
John Atwood 
David Belew 
Mary Ann Bishop 
Dean Bowles 
Harriett Bowles 
Suzanne Bowles 
Hope Broadus 
Garry Cooper 
Beverly Crawford 
Ed Croal 
Mimi Davis 
Marcia Flagg 
Angel Garcia 
Hartlee Garriga 
Skyler Garriga 

Alan Goad 
Dan Goad 
Ronnie Greer 
Jessi Hebert 
Jordan Hoang 
Sarah Hewes 
Werner Huber 
Suzanne King 
Bernard Papania 
Linda Papania 
Steve Papania 
Colette Marissa 
     Quigley 
Carolyn Reeves 
Alexander Rich 
Philip Rushing 

Peggy Ryland 
Skip Ryland 
Joan Sample 
Vicki Smith 
Charlie Underwood 
Erma Wilson 
Sullivan Wilson 
John Windham 
 
Parishioners of         
St. John the        
Evangelist 

Your prayers are asked for the following individuals  

who are facing illness or other life challenges.  

If you are new to the parish, please complete a 

registration form on the back table or go to our 

website and click on the “New Parishioner” tab. 

 Happy birthday wishes are extended to: 

Gus Alfonso, Richard McDaniel & Leonard Papania on 

May 20; Br. Godric Hathorn on May 21; Rosi Healy & 

Tyler Johnson on May 22; Marilyn Crosby on May 23. 

May God grant them many blessings in the coming year! 

Belated Congratulations  

to our parishioners  

celebrating wedding anniversaries 

Mike & Dean Craft - 49 years on May 15 

May God bless them with many more  

happy years together!! 

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are   
renewable.   

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; 

  Jn 15:26 — 16:4a 

Tuesday:  Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday:  Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14; 

  Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday:  Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23; 

  Mt 28:16-20 (for Ascension); otherwise 

  Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20 

Friday:   Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday:  Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28 

Sunday:  Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4:13-16; 

  Jn 17:1-11a; or (for Ascension) 

  Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 23; 

 

In response to Bishop Kihneman’s decree regarding 

the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), the following 

parish activities/ministries have been temporarily  

suspended: 

All Daily Masses 

All Sunday Masses, including Saturday Vigil 

All Spanish Masses 

All prayer groups that meet on parish property 

Couples Date Night 

First Holy Communion Class & the reception of First    

Communion on May 3 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

XLT - Adoration 

Young at Heart 

Youth Ministry 

Family of Faith will continue with Parent Catechetical 

materials being mailed to the families. 

These suspensions will remain in effect until the   

Bishop changes or lifts his instructions. 

Fr. Ryan will livestream Sunday Mass at 10:30 AM 

on Facebook Live. 

The Church will be open for Eucharistic Adoration 

during the following times: 

Weekdays 

7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Saturday 

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Sunday 

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will also be available 

during theses times. Only 10 people should be in the 

church at any given time. If you plan to attend         

Eucharistic Adoration, please be mindful of others 

around you. Use social distancing practices (6 feet 

apart) while in the church.  

During this time, the Parish Office will remain open. 

However, all appointments will have to be                

rescheduled as the office building is restricted to staff 

only. 

Notice for Contributions 

During these difficult days, it’s still important to     
support your parish. Our families are encouraged to 
maintain their church contributions by mail, by      
dropping it off at the Parish Office from 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM Monday - Friday; by utilizing automatic 
drafts (contact the Parish Office if you’d like to sign 
up); or by giving electronically at                           
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport 
or PayPal (stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org). In addition, 
if you stop by the church for Adoration, we have set up 
a lock box in the church for accepting your donations. 
Your support is graciously appreciated! 

2020 Catholic Sharing Appeal 

 Parish Update    

Our parish goal for this year’s Catholic Sharing Appeal 
is $34,316. Thus far, 88 families have responded and 
we have raised $39,148. Now that we have met our 
goal, all extra monies received by the CSA will be  
routed back to our parish. Thank you for your          
generosity! 

If you have not made a pledge or given a one-time gift 

to the CSA, pledge envelopes can be found in the back 

of the church, or you can give online at 

www.biloxidiocese.org. 

 We are an EASTER people,  

 and ALLELUIA is our song!   -St. Pope John Paul II 

Fr. Ryan’s homily for this Sunday 

is available on our website. 

Calling All Graduates 

If you have a high school or college graduate in your 

family, please contact the Parish Office at 864-2272. 

We want to recognize this important milestone in their 

lives. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport


Returning to Worship 
Dear Parishioners, 

Effective Saturday, May 23, 2020, Bishop Kihneman has given pastors permission to resume the public celebration of 
the Mass.  However, Bishop Kihneman will continue to dispense the faithful from the obligation to participate in Holy 
Mass, and anyone who is ill will be asked to stay home in charity to others.  Vulnerable individuals, those 65 and older 
or with an underlying health condition, should continue to shelter in place.  Families with vulnerable individuals are        
encouraged to continue to take special precautions. 

We will continue to live-stream the Sunday 10:30 AM Mass on St. John the Evangelist’s Facebook page. 

Beginning Saturday, May 23rd, parishioners will be able to participate in the Mass within the church building.  We will 
celebrate Mass publicly seven days a week.  On Monday, May 25th, Daily Mass will resume at 7:00 AM on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and at 6:00 PM on Tuesday. 

As we return to worship together, there are several guidelines we are required to implement: 

You must enter the church via the breezeway entrance or the cry room entrance (on 17th Street).  Other doors will be 
locked from the outside.  All doors may be used for exiting.   

Not all seating will be available, so please cooperate with the ushers who will be seating you.  Members of the same 
household may sit together in the usual manner. Others are to maintain the CDC guidelines of social distancing by 6 feet. 

It is strongly suggested that all people coming into church wear masks to cover their noses and mouths to protect     
themselves and others.  If you wish, you may bring gloves, but please remember that they must be removed before     
receiving the Eucharist in the hand. 

Hand sanitizer will be available in the church near the entrances and you should sanitize as you enter and leave.  You 
may also use your personal hand sanitizer.   

Our families are encouraged to continue their church contributions by mail, by dropping them off at the Parish Office 
from 9:00 AM – 4:00 during the work week; by utilizing automatic drafts; or by giving electronically via the ParishSoft 
link on our website or via PayPal (stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org).  A collection lock box can also be found on the round 
table and is available anytime the church is open.    

The Most Holy Eucharist will be distributed by Father Ryan, Deacon David and one Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion.  Reception of the Precious Blood from a common chalice is suspended for the time being.  If you receive 
Holy Communion in the hand, please approach the minister with your mask on.  After you receive the Eucharist, please 
step to the side, carefully lower your mask, consume the Host and return to your pew. 

Please remember that we are in the early phases of reopening our public gatherings.   As such, we are encouraged to 
keep the appropriate 6-foot physical distance between each other as we gather and as we leave church and return to our 
own cars. There may not be any groups gathering before or after Mass.  Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging 
other parishioners.  Exchanging the Sign of Peace by means of physical contact remains suspended. 

Our bulletins will continue to be posted on Facebook and on our parish website www.stjohngulfport.org.  All               
parishioners are encouraged to read the bulletin for updates. 

Please be mindful that, if you contract the virus, you are to have 14 days without symptoms or 2 negative tests before 
you return to Mass. 

Because the Sunday obligation to participate in Sunday Mass continues to be dispensed for the faithful, you may choose 
to attend a weekday Mass, with appropriate social distancing, to receive the Eucharist.  If you feel that you are at risk 
and you are unable to attend Mass, you may request to be added to the Homebound Communion List and that can be 
done by calling the Parish Office or emailing Mara Russo at mrusso@stjohngulfport.org.  

The Wuhan Coronavirus has impacted our lives in a major way.  This impact will be felt as Bishop Kihneman begins to 
ask us to join back together as a family at the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  Mass will be impacted by a 
new wardrobe: face masks.  Also, you will see an emphasis on social distancing and hand sanitizing.  All these impacts 
will be an effort to keep people safe from the harmful virus.  The greatest impact will be the joy to finally gather as the 
St. John the Evangelist parish family.  God has made us for community.  I ask you to give thanks to God for the joy of 
having Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  May God bless the reopening of our church for the public celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.   

St. John the Evangelist, pray for us!     

In Christ’s love, 

 

 

Fr. Ryan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the Mother of God, the Virgin Mary has a unique position among the saints, indeed, among all creatures. She is exalted, yet 
still one of us. 

Redeemed by reason of the merits of her Son and united to Him by a close and indissoluble tie, she is endowed with the high   

office and dignity of being the Mother of the Son of God, by which account she is also the beloved daughter of the Father and the 

temple of the Holy Spirit. Because of this gift of sublime grace, she far surpasses all creatures, both in heaven and on earth. At the 

same time, however, because she belongs to the offspring of Adam, she is one with all those who are to be saved.   

(Lumen Gentium, no. 53) 

Mary embraces God's will and freely chooses to cooperate with God's grace, thereby fulfilling a crucial role in God's plan of    

salvation. Throughout the centuries, the Church has turned to the Blessed Virgin in order to come closer to Christ. Many forms of 

piety toward the Mother of God developed that help bring us closer to her Son. In these devotions to Mary, "while the Mother is 

honored, the Son, through whom all things have their being and in whom it has pleased the Father that all fullness should dwell, is 

rightly known, loved and glorified and . . . all His commands are observed." The Church honors her as the Mother of God, looks 

to her as a model of perfect discipleship, and asks for her prayers to God on our behalf. 

Marian Glossary 

ANNUNCIATION: The visit of the angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary to inform her that she was to be the mother of the Savior. 
After giving her consent to God's word, Mary became the mother of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

ASSUMPTION: The dogma which recognizes the Blessed Virgin Mary's singular participation in her Son's Resurrection by 
which she was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, when the course of her earthly life was finished. 

HAIL MARY: The prayer known in Latin as the Ave Maria. The first part of the prayer praises God for the gifts he gave to Mary 
as Mother of the Redeemer; the second part seeks her maternal intercession for the members of the Body of Christ, the Church, of 
which she is the Mother. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: The dogma proclaimed in Christian Tradition and defined in 1854, that from the first moment 
of her conception, Mary--by the singular grace of God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ--was preserved immune from 
original sin. 

MAGNIFICAT: The title commonly given to the Latin text and vernacular translation of the Canticle (or Song) of Mary that she 
recites at the time of the visitation. The canticle begins with “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.” 

MARY: The mother of Jesus. Because she is the mother of Jesus--Son of God and second Person of the Blessed Trinity--
according to the flesh, she is rightly called the Mother of God (Theotokos). Mary is also called "full of grace," and "Mother of the 
Church," and in Christian prayer and devotion, "Our Lady," the "Blessed Virgin Mary," and the "New Eve." 

PRESENTATION: The presentation and dedication of Jesus to God by Mary and Joseph in the Temple (Lk 2:22-39), in accord 
with Mosaic Law concerning the first-born. At the Presentation, Simeon and Anna sum up the expectation of Israel for the long-
awaited Messiah, the light of the nations and the glory of Israel, but also as a sign of contradiction. The presentation of the gifts, 
especially of bread and wine, is a preparatory rite for the Liturgy of the Eucharist at Mass. 

ROSARY: A prayer in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which repeats the privileged Marian prayer, Ave Maria, or Hail Mary, 
in "decades" of ten prayers, each preceded by the Pater Noster ("Our Father") and concluded by the Gloria Patri (Glory Be to the 
Father), accompanied by meditation on the mysteries of Christ's life. The rosary was developed by medieval piety in the Latin 
church as a popular substitute for the liturgical Prayer of the Hours. 

VIRGIN BIRTH: The conception of Jesus in the womb of the Virgin Mary solely by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Church's 
confession of faith in the virgin birth affirms that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit without human seed. 

VIRGIN MARY: The mother of Jesus, who is honored as "ever-virgin" for her perpetual virginity. 

VISITATION: At the annunciation, the angel Gabriel told Mary that she would be the mother of the savior. Gabriel also told 

Mary that her barren cousin, Elizabeth, had conceived a son in her old age. Mary went to visit her cousin and confirmed the truth 

of the angel’s words. The time she spent with Elizabeth is referred to as “the visitation.” (http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/mary/index.cfm) 

mailto:stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org
http://www.stjohngulfport.org
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http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/mary/index.cfm

