


Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!  
Whether you’re just visiting for a brief time, 
looking for a new parish home, returning to the 
practice of your Catholic faith or interested in 
finding out more about the Catholic Church, we 
are happy you’re here!  To learn more about   
St. John, please visit stjohngulfport.org. 

 

Last Week’s Collections 

1st Collection: $6200 
2nd Collection: $531 for Catholic Communications 

Thank you for your generosity! 

This week’s second collection is for the St. John 
Council of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

Isabel Allen 
John Atwood 
David Belew 
Mary Ann Bishop 
Dean Bowles 
Harriett Bowles 
Suzanne Bowles 
Hope Broadus 
Garry Cooper 
Beverly Crawford 
Ed Croal 
Mimi Davis 
Marcia Flagg 
Julie Foster 
Angel Garcia 
Hartlee Garriga 

Skyler Garriga 
Alan Goad 
Dan Goad 
Ronnie Greer 
Jessi Hebert 
Jordan Hoang 
Sarah Hewes 
Werner Huber 
Suzanne King 
Helena Nichols 
Bernard Papania 
Linda Papania 
Steve Papania 
Colette Marissa 
     Quigley 
Alexander Rich 

Philip Rushing 
Peggy Ryland 
Skip Ryland 
Joan Sample 
Vicki Smith 
Charlie Underwood 
Erma Wilson 
Sullivan Wilson 
John Windham 
 
Parishioners of         
St. John the        
Evangelist 

Your prayers are asked for the following individuals  

who are facing illness or other life challenges.  

If you are new to the parish, please complete a 

registration form on the back table or go to our 

website and click on the “New Parishioner” tab. 
Congratulations  

to our parishioners  

celebrating wedding anniversaries 

Donald & Margie Dedeaux – 57 years on Jun 1 

Curt & Cecile Arleth – 54 years on Jun 5 

May God bless them with many more  

happy years together!! 

Prayer for Hurricane Season 

O Heavenly Father, all the elements of nature obey 
your command.  Calm the storms that threaten us and 
turn our fear into praise of your goodness.  Protect us 
from hurricanes and disasters of nature. We pray 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are   
renewable.   

 

 The flowers on the altar are in 
remembrance of the 36th    
wedding anniversary of Ken & 
Peg Saxon. 

We are resuming our First Friday  

and Saturday Devotions! 
 

June 5 - First Friday 

June 6 - First Saturday 

Worship Schedule on the Front of the Bulletin 

At least two people for each hour of adoration 

Call the Parish Office to sign up. 

Please plan to spend some time with Our Lord 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14; 

  Ps 87:1-3, 5-7; Jn 19:25-34 

Tuesday:  2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18; Ps 90:2-4, 10, 14, 16; 

  Mk 12:13-17 

Wednesday:  2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12; Ps 123:1b-2; 

  Mk 12:18-27 

Thursday:  2 Tm 2:8-15; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; 

  Mk 12:28-34 

Friday:   2 Tm 3:10-17; Ps 119:157, 160, 161, 165, 

  166, 168; 1-6; Mk 12:35-37 

Saturday:  2 Tm 4:1-8; Ps 71:8-9, 14-15ab, 16-17, 22; 

  Mk 12:38-44 

Sunday:  Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9; Dn 3:52-55; 

  2 Cor 13:11-13; Jn 3:16-18 

Notice for Contributions 

During these difficult days, it’s still important to     
support your parish. Our families are encouraged to 
maintain their church contributions by mail, by      
dropping it off at the Parish Office from 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM Monday - Friday; by utilizing automatic 
drafts (contact the Parish Office if you’d like to sign 
up); or by giving electronically at                           
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport 
or PayPal (stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org). In addition, 
if you stop by the church for Adoration, we have set up 
a lock box in the church for accepting your donations. 
Your support is graciously appreciated! 

2020 Catholic Sharing Appeal 

 Parish Update    

Our parish goal for this year’s Catholic Sharing Appeal 
is $39,146. Thus far, 88 families have responded and 
we have raised $39,148. Now that we have met our 
goal, all extra monies received by the CSA will be  
routed back to our parish. Thank you for your          
generosity! 

If you have not made a pledge or given a one-time gift 

to the CSA, pledge envelopes can be found in the back 

of the church, or you can give online at 

www.biloxidiocese.org. 

 We are an EASTER people,  

 and ALLELUIA is our song!   -St. Pope John Paul II 

We extend our deepest sympathy 

and prayers for peace and comfort 

to the family and friends of Carolyn 

Reeves. May she and all the souls 

of the faithfully departed, through 

the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Fr. Ryan’s homily for this Sunday 

is available on our website. 

Help Needed 

To comply with diocesan directives, we need people to 

hand out masks before all Masses as well as ushers to 

seat parishioners and visitors according to social      

distance guidelines. Please contact the Parish Office if 

you are willing to assist. 

In addition, we are looking for new lectors. If you are 
interested in this ministry, please contact Mara Russo 
in the Parish Office at 
mrusso@stjohngulfport.org or 228-65-7156. 

Mass on Tuesday will be at 7:00 AM this week. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday:  5:00 PM  +James Garrett 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  People of the Parish 

  10:30 AM  +Harold Dubuisson 

 5:00 PM  +Alex Perez 

Monday: 7:00 AM  +Mackie Fayard 

Tuesday:    7:00 AM  Ester Mabanta (Special Intention) 

Wednesday: 7:00 AM   +John McWaters 

Thursday:  7:00 AM  +Kris Allen 

Friday: 7:00 AM  +Kaleel Salloum, Sr. 
First Holy Communion 

Congratulations to Franklin Castillo, Fabian Diaz, 
Corey Hebert, Caiden McGuire and Millyann      

Duggan, who are making their First Communion this 
weekend.  May they always rejoice at the table of the 
Lord and bring that joy to all they meet! 

Thank you to Debbie Beach, their teacher, for her 

dedication in preparing the children to receive this 
Sacrament of Sacraments. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport
mailto:mrusso@stjohngulfport.org


Guidelines for Worshiping Together 

• You must enter the church via the breezeway entrance or the cry room entrance (on 17th 
Street).  Other doors will be locked from the outside.  All doors may be used for exiting.   

• Not all seating will be available, so please cooperate with the ushers who will be seating 
you.  Members of the same household may sit together in the usual manner. Others are to 
maintain the CDC guidelines of social distancing by 6 feet. 

• It is strongly suggested that all people coming into church wear masks to cover their noses 
and mouths to protect themselves and others. If you wish, you may bring gloves, but please 
remember that they must be removed before receiving the Eucharist in the hand. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available in the church near the entrances and you should sanitize as 
you enter and leave. You may also use your personal hand sanitizer.   

• Our families are encouraged to continue their church contributions by mail, by dropping 
them off at the Parish Office from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM during the work week; by utilizing      
automatic drafts; or by giving electronically via the ParishSoft link on our website or via 
PayPal (stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org).  A collection lock box can also be found on the 
round table and is available anytime the church is open.    

• The Most Holy Eucharist will be distributed by Father Ryan and Deacon David. Reception 
of the Precious Blood from a common chalice is suspended for the time being.  If you     
receive Holy Communion in the hand, please approach the minister with your mask 
on. After you receive the Eucharist, please step to the side, carefully lower your mask,   
consume the Host and return to your pew. 

• You are encouraged to keep the appropriate 6-foot physical distance between one another as 
we gather and as we leave church and return to our own cars. There may not be any groups 
gathering before or after Mass. 

• Please refrain from shaking hands or hugging other parishioners. Exchanging the Sign of 
Peace by means of physical contact remains suspended. 

• Our bulletins will be posted on our parish website www.stjohngulfport.org. All parishioners 
are encouraged to read the bulletin for updates. 

• Please be mindful that, if you contract the virus, you are to have 14 days without symptoms 
or 2 negative tests before you return to Mass. 

Bishop Kihneman will continue to dispense the faithful from the obligation to participate in 
Holy Mass, and anyone who is ill will be asked to stay home in charity to others.  Vulnerable 
individuals, those 65 and older or with an underlying health condition, should continue to  
shelter in place.  Families with vulnerable individuals are encouraged to continue to take     
special precautions. 

Because the Sunday obligation to participate in Sunday Mass continues to be dispensed for the 
faithful, you may choose to attend a weekday Mass, with appropriate social distancing, to     
receive the Eucharist.  If you feel that you are at risk and you are unable to attend Mass, you 
may request to be added to the Homebound Communion List. This can be done by calling the 
Parish Office or emailing Mara Russo at mrusso@stjohngulfport.org.  

We will continue to live-stream the Sunday 10:30 AM Mass on  

St. John the Evangelist’s Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feasts and Devotions to Mary 

There are sixteen feasts of the Blessed Virgin throughout the liturgical year. In addition to these feast days, 

the months of May and October are dedicated to Mary and are the focus of many devotions. Here are two of 

her major feasts: 

The Assumption: August 15 

The Assumption marks one of the oldest feasts of Mary and is an important date in the liturgical year. It    

celebrates Mary’s body and soul being taken up into heaven and her coronation as Queen of Heaven.        

Liturgical processions began as early as 701 C.E. In some European cities, Mary’s journey to heaven is  

symbolized by carrying her statue through town. Huge candles are taken to churches and lighted in a       

procession called candelieri.  

The Blessing of Herbs is a medieval tradition on the Assumption, and it was called “Lady’s Herb Day.” 

Blessings were given to the herbs to enhance their healing properties. First grapes were offered to her, and 

blessing of the fishing boats occurred on this day. In England and Ireland, an ancient tradition is to perform 

ritual bathing on this day for good health. Catholics in the United States celebrate it on August 15. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas: December 12 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patron saint of the Americas and is key to understanding the Catholicism of 

the New World: On December 12, Mary is remembered as patroness of the Americas. She is the mother of 

all the people and, because she was once poor, has particular favor for them. On this day, her appearance to 

Juan Diego near Mexico City in 1531 is honored. 

Mary, as the universal mother symbol, is a reminder of the common relationship of all people. She offers her 

son, Jesus, to break through the old structures and categories of caste, class, religion, race, and gender by 

constantly reminding us that we are all children of the same God. 

 

May Altars 

In a Catholic schoolroom during the month of May, you might still find a May altar. A few years ago, it 

would have been a sure thing to find one. May altars were built in classrooms and in the homes of Catholics 

as part of the May devotions to Mary. May altars featured a statue or picture of Mary prominently displayed, 

often against a cloth backdrop, and surrounded by fresh flowers. It was the duty of the students to keep fresh 

flowers for Mary all month. In addition, a candle was kept burning in front of her. Another popular May  

devotion from the past was the May crowning ceremony, in which a statue of Mary was crowned with   

flowers. 

Source: The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Understanding Catholicism 
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Dear Parishioners of St. John the Evangelist, Bishop Louis F. Kihneman, III, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Biloxi, has appointed me as pastor of St. James Parish effective June 4, 2020.  
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as pastor of St. James Parish.  Moreover, I am 
joyful for the love that has been shown to me at St. John the Evangelist.   
 
Saying HELLO and GOODBYE is part of the journey of life.  Jesus and Mary know these 
words very well.  At Jesus’ birth, the King of Peace said HELLO to the Mother of the 
Church.  At Jesus’ death on the cross, the High Priest said GOODBYE to the Sorrowful 
Mother.  At Jesus’ Resurrection, the Resurrected Christ said HELLO to the                       
Co-Redemptrix.  At Jesus’ Ascension, the Intercessor at the Right Hand of God said 
GOODBYE to the Queen of Peace.  Jesus and Mary had to say HELLO and GOODBYE 
many times in their lives here on earth.  
 
I never imagined that my last weekend as pastor at St. John the Evangelist would occur 
on Pentecost.  So, I ask the Spouse of the Holy Spirt, the Blessed Virgin Mary, to           
intercede to her son, Jesus, for the graces of heaven to be poured out upon the          
Parishioners of St. John the Evangelist.  May the Holy Spirit take these graces to 
strengthen the good works accomplished by the Sons and Daughters of St. John the 
Evangelist.  By cooperating with the power of the Holy Spirit, a Christian, a Catholic can 
confess the name of Jesus Christ.  1st Corinthians 12:3B, “Brothers and sisters: No one 
can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”  Saying GOODBYE on the Feast of  
Pentecost has led me to reflect on the work accomplished over the past 3 and a half 
years as pastor at St. John the Evangelist. 
 
Immediately receiving the gift of Baptism, the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in the person’s 
heart.  The Sacrament of Baptism begins the spiritual conversation of saying HELLO and 
GOODBYE.  We hear the spiritual struggle to remain in the friendship of the Holy Spirit, 
a Friend of Christ, in Psalm 104.  Psalm 104:31-34, “May the glory of the LORD endure 
forever; may the LORD be glad in his works!  Pleasing to him be my theme; I will be glad 
in the LORD.”  How can we lose the friendship of the Holy Spirit?  Mortal sin destroys 
the friendship of the Holy Spirit.  I have made my mission to stress Psalm 104:34, 
“Pleasing to him be my theme; I will be glad in the LORD.”  A miracle of love is the gift 
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  As the Catholic Priest speaks the words of            
Absolution, the believer’s sins are forgiven and restored to friendship of the Holy Spirit.  
GOODBYE to Sin—HELLO to Love.  Sisters and Brothers of St. John the Evangelist       
continue to seek out the forgiveness found in Confession so that the Holy Spirit can 
dwell in your hearts.  

The Apostles were given the mission by Jesus to win souls for heaven.  John 20:22-23, 
“And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 
Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are           
retained.’”  Through Apostolic Authority, Catholic Priests continue the work of winning 
souls for heaven through the power of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Brothers and 
Sisters of St. John the Evangelist, I have reminded you constantly about the gift of      
salvation: Jesus wants you to be in heaven!  Do you agree with this statement?  You can 
disagree with this statement by continuing to live outside the friendship of the Holy 
Spirit by living a life of unrepentant mortal sin which is hell.  Can you change Jesus’ 
mind to save you by destroying your friendship with Jesus?  NOPE!  Jesus wants you to 
be in heaven!  Will Jesus let you make your own decision to reject salvation?  YES!  
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, be stubborn in saying HELLO to heaven and saying 
GOODBYE to hell. 
 
The Feast of Pentecost is the celebration of the birth of the Church.  I have stressed the 
importance of the domestic church.  St. Pope John Paul II in his apostolic exhortation 
Familiaris Consortio states, “The Christian family constitutes a specific revelation and 
realization of ecclesial communion, and for this reason too it can and should be called 
‘the domestic Church’ (par. #21).”  Your Catholic family cannot be separated from the 
Church.  1 Corinthians 12:13, “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one 
Spirit.”  Husband and Wives continue to pray with one another.  It can be as simple as 
holding hands and asking Jesus to protect your family.  As Catholics, the Holy Spirit     
demands the language of prayer of the Church be spoken in your home and the         
language of worldly noise to be rejected.  In this time of uncertainty, the Mother of the 
Church has called for her families to pray the Rosary.  Through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, may the prayerful practice of the devotions of the Church lead to a renewal of 
your ‘domestic Church’. 
 
On this Feast Day of the Holy Spirit, our world is drowning in the joy of heaven.  Do not 
be afraid of the drowning for the world is being destroyed.  What is being built is     
eternal, the joy of heaven!  John 15:11-12, “All this I tell you that my joy may be yours 
and your joy may be complete.  This is my commandment: love one another as I have 
loved you.”  Thank You! for loving me at St. John the Evangelist and allowing me to walk 
with you on the path of holiness.  I say GOODBYE to the role of pastor at St. John the 
Evangelist family.  God’s blessing on your HELLO to your new pastor, Father Satish.  May 
the gift of joy be poured into your hearts for saying yes to the continued good works  
accomplished by your cooperation with the power of the Holy Spirit.  From a Joyful  
Pastor following the Holy Spirit! Father Ryan McCoy.  


