


Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!  
Whether you’re just visiting for a brief time, 

looking for a new parish home, returning to the 

practice of your Catholic faith or interested in 

finding out more about the Catholic Church, we 

are happy you’re here! To learn more about   

St. John, please visit stjohngulfport.org. 

 

Last Week’s Collections 

$6492 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Our next second collection will be taken on           
September 12/13 and will be for the Holy Land. 

John Atwood 
Mary Ann Bishop 
Andy Borga 
Dean Bowles 
Harriett Bowles 
Suzanne Bowles 
Garry Cooper 
Greg Cooper 
Beverly Crawford 
Ed Croal 
Ronnie Cuevas 
Mimi Davis 
Marcia Flagg 
Julie Foster 

Angel Garcia 
Alan Goad 
Dan Goad 
Ronnie Greer 
Jordan Hoang 
Werner Huber 
Kory Hudson 
Suzanne King 
Linda Langenbach 
Betty Martin 
Helena Nichols 
Bernard Papania 
Colette Marissa 
     Quigley 

Peggy Ryland 
Skip Ryland 
Joan Sample 
Annette Seymour 
Vicki Smith 
Charlie Underwood 
Ann Wiborg 
Erma Wilson 
 
Parishioners of         
St. John the         
Evangelist 

 Hear Us and Heal Us     

Your prayers are asked for the following individuals  

who are facing illness or other life challenges.  

If you are new to the parish, please go to our 

website and click on the “New Parishioner” tab. 

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are   
renewable.   

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; 
  Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday:  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13; 
  Mt 23:23-26 
Wednesday:  2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5; 
  Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday:  1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:   1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11; 
  Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday:  1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21; 
  Mk 6:17-29 
Sunday:   Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2; 
  Mt 16:21-27  

FEAST DAYS/SAINT OF THE DAY 

Monday:  St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
Tuesday:   St. Louis 
Thursday:  St. Monica 
Friday:   St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
Saturday:  The Passion of St. John the Baptist 

Notice for Contributions 

During these difficult days, it’s still important to      
support your parish. Our families are encouraged to 
maintain their church contributions by mail, by      
dropping it off at the Parish Office from 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM Monday – Friday; by utilizing automatic 
drafts (contact the Parish Office if you’d like to sign 
up); or by giving electronically at https://
giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport. We 
also have a lock box on the center table in the back of 
the church for accepting your donations. 

2020 Catholic Sharing Appeal 

  Parish Update     

Our parish goal for this year’s Catholic Sharing Appeal 
is $39,146. Thus far, 100 families have responded and 
we have raised $41,282. Now that we have met our 
goal, all extra monies received by the CSA will be   
routed back to our parish. Thank you for your          
generosity! 

If you have not made a pledge or given a one-time gift 

to the CSA, pledge envelopes can be found in the back 

of the church, or you can give online at 

www.biloxidiocese.org. 

 

 

 

If you’d like to become involved at St. John, we need 

Ushers, Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion. If you are interested in                

volunteering for one or more of these ministries, there 

is a sign-up sheet on the table in the back of the 

church nearest the Memorial Room.  If you have any 

questions, please call the Parish Office. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday:  5:00 PM  +Harold & Loretta Dubuisson 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  People of the Parish 

  10:30 AM   Legion of Mary Members 

 5:00 PM  +Gilise Le Van Oanh 

Monday: 7:00 AM  +Kaleel Salloum, Sr. 

Tuesday:    7:00 AM  +Benjamin North 

Wednesday: 7:00 AM   +Alex North 

Thursday:  7:00 AM  +Mackie Fayard 

Friday: 7:00 AM  +Carl Lizana, Jr. 

Diaconate Formation Class 

Men, could God be calling you to the          

diaconate?  If so, the Biloxi Diocese plans to 

begin a new Formation Class for the diaconate in 

2021. Pre-selection information sessions will be     

conducted from 8:30-noon on the following days: Sept 

19th at St. Clare, Waveland; Sept 26th at  Sacred Heart, 

Hattiesburg; and Oct 3rd at St. Mary, Gautier. For     

interested men who think you may have a calling, 

attendance at one of these sessions is mandatory with 

your wife. Please see your pastor, or call Deacon Mike 

Saxer, (228) 216-8060 or Deacon Mike Harris, (228) 

342-1536. 

Para todos los varones: ¿Alguna vez te has preguntado 

si Dios podría llamarte al diaconado? Si así fuera, la 

Diócesis de Biloxi está planeando iniciar un nuevo  

Curso de Formación para el diaconado en el 2021. Se 

han programado juntas de información y pre-selección 

en estas fechas/parroquias, iniciando a las 8:30 de la 

mañana hasta las 12 del día: 19 de Septiembre en St. 

Clare (Waveland); 26 de Septiembre en Sacred Heart 

(Hattiesburg); y el 3 de Octubre en St. Mary (Gautier). 

Para aquellos que estén interesados, y sientan que    

podrían estar llamados, es obligatorio asistir a 

cualquiera de estas juntas informativas acompañados 

de su esposa. Para mayores informes, por favor       

consulte con su párroco, o llame al Diácono              

Jesus Arellano, (228) 326-1654, o al Diácono Mike 

Harris, (228) 342-1536. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

We are happy to announce that following Mass at 

7:00 AM on each Friday, the Blessed Sacrament will be  

exposed for adoration until 8:30 AM.  We will keep our 

usual schedule for Adoration on the First Friday – it 

will begin at the conclusion of Mass and continue until 

5:00 PM. 

A Reflection on Today’s Readings 

Keys hold great significance for those who carry them. 

They represent the trust and authority of the owner 

when given to another person. We may give our 

house key to a trusted friend to take care of our 

matters while we are away. We may give keys to 

someone responsible for maintaining or working in a 

particular building. Keys to vehicles are given to     

people who have proven themselves responsible   

drivers. The readings today focus on this kind of 

trust—the trust that conveys authority and               

responsibility. In the first reading, the symbol is      

specifically that of a key; but the second reading and 

the Gospel also speak of trust and leadership as they 

refer to the earthly church that Jesus established. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  
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Since it looks like we’re going to be in it for the long 

haul … 

To comply with diocesan directives for the           

protection of individuals worshipping together, 

those attending Mass are encouraged to wear facial 

coverings over their mouth and nose.  We have    

disposable masks available, but we respectfully   

request that you bring your own when you come to 

Mass. Thanks to Mrs. Mary Repp, we have some 

cloth masks that can be washed and reused.  They 

are available on a first come-first served basis and 

can be obtained from a member of the Church 

Staff. 

Prayer for Hurricane Season 

O Heavenly Father, all the elements of nature obey 

your command.  Calm the storms that threaten us 

and turn our fear into praise of your goodness.    

Protect us from hurricanes and disasters of nature. 

We pray through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you through the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

SAINT MONICA (332-387) 

August 27 

 

She had smiles for the neighbors, though her      

husband found her religion and the charity it        

inspired annoying. She made tearful prayers in    

private for a son, outwardly self-assured but, as his 

mother knew, inwardly restless, and whose          

girlfriend of a dozen years had borne his child out of 

wedlock. Though not the first or last such mother 

and son, Monica and Augustine are the Church’s 

most famous, so we keep their feast days back to 

back, with Monica’s, fittingly, first. To Rome she  

followed Augustine, then to Milan, where years of 

prayer—and nagging—finally bore fruit in his      

conversion by Saint Ambrose. For six months,  

mother and son enjoyed the blessing of                 

rediscovering each other. Just in time! On the way 

home to North Africa, Monica took sick and died 

near Rome. No child who has mourned a parent can 

read, unmoved, Augustine’s tender account, in his 

Confessions, of Monica’s last days. At this time of 

the year, when parents watch apprehensively as 

children leave for school, may Monica’s                

perseverance and Augustine’s long-prayed-for    

conversion ease anxiety and kindle hope. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

Tell Your Money Where to Go,   
Instead of Wondering Where It Went!  

Since 2015, Ed Brennan from St. Joseph Parish has 
taught the Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University 
class.  A new nine-session weekly virtual class will 
begin on Wednesday, September 16th. Visit 
fpu.com/1121274 to sign up for the class and start 
your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace.  Questions 
can be directed to Ed at 228-234-7601. 

Second Annual Amen Auction 

In these days of staying home, many of us have 

been cleaning closets, attics and who knows what 

else. Remember that the Amen Auction is accepting      

donations (White Elephant or new items) in        

preparation for this fall’s drawdown and silent     

auction — call the Parish Office for drop-off           

instructions. 

Did You Know?   

Over 50% of all adults neglect to make out a Last 

Will and Testament; and of those who have one, 

many do not keep it up to date.  Think about getting 

your will made or having it reviewed – it provides a 

plan for distributing your hard-earned estate.  And 

while you’re at it, please consider helping St. John 

the Evangelist Catholic Church through a bequest. 

In addition, stocks and bonds, especially if            

appreciated in value over the years, can cost you or 

your heirs a lot of capital gains taxes, but they can 

also make substantial gifts to St. John.  Please     

consider such a gift.    

Offering Envelopes 

We will soon be placing our order for 

the 2021 contribution envelopes.  If you 

would like to receive envelopes or you currently 

receive them and no longer need them, please drop 

a note (with your name and telephone number) in 

the collection basket by September 6th providing us 

with your request.  You may also provide your     

instruction via email to 

stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org or by calling the 

Parish Office at 228-864-2272.   

Schedule Pickup 

The August schedules for Ushers, Lectors, and     

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can be 

found posted in the Memorial Room or available on 

our website. 

 Happy birthday blessings are extended to: 

Carolyn Downing & Lynn Lofton on Aug 23; Dan 

Goad & Sydney Myer on Aug 25; John Erhard, Max 

Russo & Nicole Smith on Aug 26; Joann Hoda & 

Christie Nettles on Aug 27; Jeremi Dibble, Richard 

Faul & Matthew Serpa on Aug 28; and Chris Patti on 

Aug 29. 

May God grant them many blessings in the coming year! 

 
This weekend, the flowers 

have been placed on the altar 

in honor of Dan Goad’s 90th 

birthday on August 25th.   

mailto:stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org


Prayer Candles 

5-Day Prayer Candles are available 

for a $5 donation and may be 

picked up in the Church Sacristy 

after Masses and in the Parish 

Office from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

throughout the work week.   

Red Candles for St. Joseph  

Blue Candles for the Blessed Mother 

Children’s Activity Guides 

For families with young children, the Children’s 

Activity Guides for the month of August are      

available through the Parish Office. 

Catholic School Tuition Assistance 2020-2021 

Catholic schools in South Mississippi returned to 

the classroom on August 6. If your child is     

attending Catholic school and tuition assistance is 

needed, please contact Father Satish. In order to 

receive tuition assistance, you must be a registered 

member of the parish, attend church regularly, 

contribute to the upkeep of the Church and       

participate in the  ministries of the parish. 

Catholic Education 

St. James Elementary  

603 West Avenue, Gulfport, MS 39507 

Principal: Jennifer Broadus 

Telephone: 228-896-6631 

Website: https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/  

St. Vincent De Paul Elementary  

4321 Espy Avenue, Long Beach MS 39560  

Principal: Carol Church 

Telephone: 228-222-6000 

Website: http://www.svdpcatholicschool.org/  

St. Patrick High School 

18300 St. Patrick Road, Biloxi, MS 39532 

Principal: Dr. Matt Buckley 

Telephone: 228-702-0500 

Website: http://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/  

Coronavirus Prayer 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and 

Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your 

beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us 

with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation 

and world, and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, that we may be 

spared the worst of this illness. For those already  

afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing 

and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are   

vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and 

help them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church to love one another and 

to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of 

Jesus to our land and to our hearts. We come to you 

with confidence, knowing that you truly are our  

compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause 

of our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your     

protection, keep us in the embrace of your arms, 

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.  

Amen. 

Source: http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/about/communications/303576_1.pdf  

Patience is the companion of wisdom. 

—St. Augustine 

St. John the Evangelist extends a very warm       

welcome to our new  parishioners: 

Scott & Emily Simon  

and their daughter, Olivia. 

Baskets can be dropped off at the Parish Office. 

https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/
http://www.svdpcatholicschool.org/
http://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/
http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/about/communications/303576_1.pdf


 

Faith Formation classes will resume in September.   

Registration forms can be found on the tables in the back of the Church and on our website. 

For sacramental preparation (i.e., First Communion and Confirmation), please contact the Parish Office. 

All questions can be directed to Linda Hebert at lhebert@stjohngulfport.org or (228) 864-2272. 

A Family of Faith 

All families are warmly invited to join “A Family of Faith,” a program designed to encourage and equip parents/

guardians to live and teach your children the Catholic Faith at home.  With one adult meeting and one family meeting 

each month, this program replaces traditional CCD and will give you all the knowledge and tools you need to bring 

your children up in the Faith. 

This year focuses on Christian prayer, and why it is so essential for growing in our relationship with God. After           

exploring the covenant drama of prayer in Scripture, families will learn the richness of the Our Father, the major      

expressions of prayer, and the example of the Virgin Mary in conversations with God. Throughout the whole year,  

families will be helped to nurture their prayer life and, thus, build an intimate relationship with God – the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  

The first Adult Catechetical Gathering will be on Wednesday, September 9, from 6:00—7:00 PM in the Fatima Room. 

Volunteers Needed 

If you would be willing to assist with A Family of Faith, RCIA or Youth Ministry activities, please contact Linda Hebert 

in the Parish Office.  Please note that in order to protect our youth, all individuals who work with minors are required 

to undergo an official background check by the Diocese of Biloxi, along with Safe Environment training. 

Youth Ministry 

Even amongst COVID-19, we are planning an exciting year full of faith opportunities for St. John youth, in grades 9-12, 

to experience.  Many details are still being finalized, but we do know that the Diocesan Youth Convention will happen 

in the spring and we hope to attend a Steubenville Conference next summer.  We are also planning some events for 

our middle school youth in grades 7 and 8. 

We invite our high school youth to join us on Wednesday nights from 6:30—7:30 PM.  We plan to kick-off our year on 

September 16 in the Youth Room — dinner will be served.  Please help spread the word and bring a friend! 

For information, please contact Bridgett Bermond at stjohngptyouthministry@gmail.com or (228) 209-9281. 

RCIA 

The Catholic Church, founded by Jesus Christ, continues to grow everywhere throughout the world.  Through RCIA 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults), we invite you to find out about Jesus, and the Church He founded, and to build a       

relationship with Him! 

Our 2020-2021 Faith Journey begins on September 3. Classes will be held on Thursday evenings at 6:00 PM in the   

Fatima Room. Please join us if you are interested in learning more about the faith, even if you are already Catholic. 

And don’t forget to invite your non-Catholic or fallen away Catholic friends and relatives to join RCIA! 

For information, please contact Mara Russo at mrusso@stjohngulfport.org or (228) 265-7156. 

Thabor Fund 
What is a monstrance? 

A monstrance is a vessel usually made of brass or gold that 
is used to hold a consecrated host, which we know is the 
True Body of Christ. The part of the monstrance that holds 
the Host is often shaped like the sun with beams bursting out 
from the side. 

 

What is a thabor (or tabor)? 

In some churches, the monstrance that holds the 
Eucharistic host is placed on a stand on the    
altar. This stand is called a thabor (or tabor), 
which is a direct reference to Mt. Tabor, the 
mountain traditionally believed to be the place 
where Jesus was transfigured before three of his 
closest apostles.  

 

Funds raised  

through 08/02/20: 

$6056.25 

$3200.00 

$3600.00 

- Update - 
We are most appreciative and wish to thank those who contributed to the       
purchase of the thabor!  It has already been purchased and is being used during 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.   
Please donate to the Thabor Fund and enhance the worship of Our Lord in the 
Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.  
 

You may continue to make donations for the monstrance until August 31. 
 
Donation envelopes can be found on the tables in the back of the church and can 
be dropped in the collection basket or mailed to the Parish Office. You may also 
give online at:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport 
 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport

