


Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!  
Whether you’re just visiting for a brief time, 

looking for a new parish home, returning to the 

practice of your Catholic faith or interested in 

finding out more about the Catholic Church, we 

are happy you’re here! To learn more about   

St. John, please visit stjohngulfport.org. 

 

Last Week’s Collections 

$5307 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Our next second collection will be taken on           
September 12/13 and will be for the Holy Land. 

Al Allen 
John Atwood 
Mary Ann Bishop 
Andy Borga 
Dean Bowles 
Harriett Bowles 
Suzanne Bowles 
Garry Cooper 
Greg Cooper 
Ed Croal 
Ronnie Cuevas 
Mimi Davis 
Marcia Flagg 
Julie Foster 

Angel Garcia 
Alan Goad 
Dan Goad 
Onita Gross 
Nicolas “Corky” Hire 
Loyce Hire 
Jordan Hoang 
Werner Huber 
Kory Hudson 
Suzanne King 
Linda Langenbach 
Betty Martin 
Helena Nichols 
Bernard Papania 

Colette Marissa 
     Quigley 
Peggy Ryland 
Skip Ryland 
Joan Sample 
Annette Seymour 
Vicki Smith 
Charlie Underwood 
Ann Wiborg 
Erma Wilson 
 
Parishioners of         
St. John the         
Evangelist 

 Hear Us and Heal Us     

Your prayers are asked for the following individuals  

who are facing illness or other life challenges.  

If you are new to the parish, please go to our 

website and click on the “New Parishioner” tab. 

 Happy birthday blessings are extended to: 

James Papania on Aug 30; Thomas Brosig & Barbara 

Walker on Aug 31; Deacon David Allen & Tony Fayard 

on Sep 1; Rachel Ray on Sep 3; Aria Bui & Olen       

Hanberry on Sep 4; and Kim Bischof, Larry Dedeaux, 

Penny Dedeaux, Eleanor Mize & Haley Zelenka on   

Sep 5. 

May God grant them many blessings in the coming year! 

Prayer for Hurricane Season 

O Heavenly Father, all the elements of nature obey 

your command.  Calm the storms that threaten us and 

turn our fear into praise of your goodness.  Protect us 

from hurricanes and disasters of nature. We pray 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are   
renewable.   

 
 

This weekend, the flowers have 

been placed on the altar by an 

anonymous donor in honor of St. 

John the Evangelist Parishioners.     

September 4 - First Friday 

September 5 - First Saturday 

Worship Schedule on the Front of the Bulletin 

At least two people for each hour of adoration 

Sign-up sheet on the round table  

in the back of the church. 

Please plan to spend some time with Our Lord! 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97-102; Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday:  1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-14; Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday:  1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-15, 20-21; Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday:  1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11 
Friday:   1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40; Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday:  1 Cor 4:6b-15; Ps 145:17-21; Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday:   Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 13:8-10;  
  Mt 18:15-20  

FEAST DAYS/SAINT OF THE DAY 

Thursday:  St. Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the 
  Church  

Notice for Contributions 

During these difficult days, it’s still important to      
support your parish. Our families are encouraged to 
maintain their church contributions by mail, by      
dropping it off at the Parish Office from 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM Monday – Friday; by utilizing automatic 
drafts (contact the Parish Office if you’d like to sign 
up); or by giving electronically at https://
giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport. We 
also have a lock box on the center table in the back of 
the church for accepting your donations. 

2020 Catholic Sharing Appeal 

  Parish Update     

Our parish goal for this year’s Catholic Sharing Appeal 
is $39,146. Thus far, 100 families have responded and 
we have raised $41,282. Now that we have met our 
goal, all extra monies received by the CSA will be   
routed back to our parish. Thank you for your          
generosity! 

If you have not made a pledge or given a one-time gift 

to the CSA, pledge envelopes can be found in the back 

of the church, or you can give online at 

www.biloxidiocese.org. 

 

 

 

If you’d like to become involved at St. John, we need 

Ushers, Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion. If you are interested in                

volunteering for one or more of these ministries, there 

is a sign-up sheet on the table in the back of the 

church nearest the Memorial Room.  If you have any 

questions, please call the Parish Office. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday:  5:00 PM  People of the Parish 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  +Sarah Hewes 

     +Kevin Papania 

     +Gary Seymour 

  10:30 AM   +Thomas Ketchum 

 5:00 PM  Werner Huber (Special Intention) 

Monday: 7:00 AM  +Catherine Casano 

Tuesday:    7:00 AM  +Deacon David Allen   

   (Special Intention) 

Wednesday: 7:00 AM   +Mackie Fayard 

Thursday:  7:00 AM  +Alex North 

Friday: 7:00 AM  +Kaleel Salloum, Sr. 

Pray for a Priest Calendar 
The Pray for a Priest Calendar for September can be 
found on our website. If you’d like a copy mailed/
emailed to you, please contact the Parish Office. 

Children’s Activity Guides 

For families with young children, the Children’s    
Activity Guides for the month of September are       
available through the Parish Office. 

Congratulations  

to Our Parishioners  

Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries 

Billy & Paula Hewes – 35 years on Aug 31  

May God bless them with many more  

happy years together! 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, 

Sep 7, in observance of the Labor Day Holiday. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport


We appreciate those who donate altar flowers. If 

you would like to have flowers placed in the 

church for a week in honor of a birthday,             

anniversary or other celebration, or in memory of 

a deceased loved one, please contact the Parish 

Office. 

SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT (540-604) 

September 3 

Imagine, fourteen hundred years after death, 

boasting a best-selling CD! Yet outside the Church 

and within, Gregorian chant is enjoying a               

renaissance. Still, the timeless sacred music that 

bears his name is but part of Gregory’s legacy.     

Renouncing civic service for monastic life, Gregory’s 

administrative and diplomatic skills prompted     

continual summons from the cloister. Papal          

ambassador and advisor, he was eventually elected 

pope himself, renowned as a wise steward of the 

church’s material possessions, generous benefactor 

of the poor, sponsor of missionaries, and promotor 

of monasticism. His liturgical enrichment of the 

Church endures not only in Gregorian chant, but in 

eloquent homilies still gracing the Liturgy of the 

Hours, the “Gregorian Canon” (Eucharistic Prayer I), 

and his spiritual classic, Pastoral Care, once          

presented to new bishops at ordination. Of      

countless impressive papal titles—Supreme Pontiff, 

Vicar of Christ, Successor of Saint Peter, Prince of 

the Apostles—the title still so cherished that it 

heads official documents is the one Gregory coined 

to describe his papal ideal: Servant of the Servants 

of God. Together with being designated “the Great,” 

a fitting epitaph. 

—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Tell Your Money Where to Go,   

Instead of Wondering Where It Went!  

Since 2015, Ed Brennan from St. Joseph Parish has 

taught the Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University 

class.  A new nine-session weekly virtual class will 

begin on Wednesday, September 16th. Visit 

fpu.com/1121274 to sign up for the class and start 

your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace.  Questions 

can be directed to Ed at 228-234-7601. 

Bible Study 

Live with Jeff Cavins 

Jeff Cavins will lead Unlocking the Mystery of the 

Bible live on Facebook and on the Ascension Press 

website (www.ascensionpress.com). The 8-week 

study begins at 7:00 PM September 16, 2020.   

If you would like to participate, but are not free at 

that time, the videos will be recorded and posted on 

Facebook and the website for viewing after the live 

sessions.  The live Bible study sessions are free and 

open to anyone who wants to view them. However, 

workbooks are highly recommended for participants 

to gain the most from each session and can be    

purchased from Ascension Press for $24.95 (plus 

shipping and handling).  

Since it looks like we’re going to be in it for the long 

haul … 

To comply with diocesan directives for the           

protection of individuals worshipping together, 

those attending Mass are encouraged to wear facial 

coverings over their mouth and nose.  We have    

disposable masks available, but we respectfully   

request that you bring your own when you come to 

Mass. Thanks to Mrs. Mary Repp, we have some 

cloth masks that can be washed and reused.  They 

are available on a first come-first served basis and 

can be obtained from a member of the Church 

Staff. 

Did You Know?   

Over 50% of all adults neglect to make out a Last 

Will and Testament; and of those who have one, 

many do not keep it up to date.  Think about getting 

your will made or having it reviewed – it provides a 

plan for distributing your hard-earned estate.  And 

while you’re at it, please consider helping St. John 

the Evangelist Catholic Church through a bequest. 

In addition, stocks and bonds, especially if            

appreciated in value over the years, can cost you or 

your heirs a lot of capital gains taxes, but they can 

also make substantial gifts to St. John.  Please     

consider such a gift.    

Offering Envelopes 

We will soon be placing our order for 

the 2021 contribution envelopes.  If you 

would like to receive envelopes or you currently 

receive them and no longer need them, please drop 

a note (with your name and telephone number) in 

the collection basket by September 6th providing us 

with your request.  You may also provide your     

instruction via email to 

stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org or by calling the 

Parish Office at 228-864-2272.   

Schedule Pickup 

The September schedules for Ushers, Lectors, and     

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can be 

found posted in the Memorial Room or available on 

our website. 

"The universe is not rich enough to buy the 

vote of an honest man." 

-Pope Gregory I 

Adult Faith Formation 

This year, we will be using 

Credo, an exciting         

program from Saint     

Benedict Press designed 

to present our Catholic 

Faith in an engaging and 

thorough way. Not only 

does Credo fulfill the requirements for RCIA, but it is 

perfect for those who are already Catholic and who 

may have questions about why we do what we do 

or who may enjoy a “refresher” course on the  

beauty of Catholicism. 

Sessions are open to all parishioners and begin on 

Thursday, September 10, at 6:00 PM in Presentation 

Hall. Because of social distancing guidelines, we ask 

that you sign up by September 8th, so that we can 

properly arrange seating.  You may register by email 

at mrusso@stjohngulfport.org or by calling the   

Parish Office. 

http://www.ascensionpress.com
mailto:stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org
mailto:mrusso@stjohngulfport.org


Prayer Candles 

5-Day Prayer Candles are available 

for a $5 donation and may be 

picked up in the Church Sacristy 

after Masses and in the Parish 

Office from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

throughout the work week.   

Red Candles for St. Joseph  

Blue Candles for the Blessed Mother 

Catholic School Tuition Assistance 2020-2021 

Catholic schools in South Mississippi returned to 

the classroom on August 6. If your child is     

attending Catholic school and tuition assistance is 

needed, please contact Father Satish. In order to 

receive tuition assistance, you must be a registered 

member of the parish, attend church regularly, 

contribute to the upkeep of the Church and       

participate in the  ministries of the parish. 

Catholic Education 

St. James Elementary  

603 West Avenue, Gulfport, MS 39507 

Principal: Jennifer Broadus 

Telephone: 228-896-6631 

Website: https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/  

St. Vincent De Paul Elementary  

4321 Espy Avenue, Long Beach MS 39560  

Principal: Carol Church 

Telephone: 228-222-6000 

Website: http://www.svdpcatholicschool.org/  

St. Patrick High School 

18300 St. Patrick Road, Biloxi, MS 39532 

Principal: Dr. Matt Buckley 

Telephone: 228-702-0500 

Website: http://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/  

Coronavirus Prayer 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and 

Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your 

beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us 

with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation 

and world, and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, that we may be 

spared the worst of this illness. For those already  

afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing 

and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are   

vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and 

help them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church to love one another and 

to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of 

Jesus to our land and to our hearts. We come to you 

with confidence, knowing that you truly are our  

compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause 

of our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your     

protection, keep us in the embrace of your arms, 

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.  

Amen. 

Source: http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/about/communications/303576_1.pdf  

A Reflection on Today’s Readings  

The perception of a cross changed dramatically 

after Jesus’ crucifixion. Before that event, death on 

a cross was not only horrible, it was degrading. It 

was a penalty reserved only for the most wretched 

of criminals. The word “glory” would not have 

found its way into the same sentence containing 

the word “cross.” But all that changed with Jesus. 

Over time, believers began to venerate and honor 

the cross. They painted, sculpted, and carved       

images of it. Many lost their own lives for their    

association with it. Today our reverence for and  

relationship with the cross recalls little of the      

contempt originally associated with it. As it has 

been through the ages, it is our perception of the 

cross that determines how we follow Jesus. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Baskets can be dropped off at the Parish Office. 

https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/
http://www.svdpcatholicschool.org/
http://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/
http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/about/communications/303576_1.pdf


 

Faith Formation classes will resume in September.   

Registration forms can be found on the tables in the back of the Church and on our website. 

For sacramental preparation (i.e., First Communion and Confirmation), please contact the Parish Office. 

All questions can be directed to Linda Hebert at lhebert@stjohngulfport.org or (228) 864-2272. 

A Family of Faith 

All families are warmly invited to join “A Family of Faith,” a program designed to encourage and equip parents/

guardians to live and teach your children the Catholic Faith at home.  With one adult meeting and one family meeting 

each month, this program replaces traditional CCD and will give you all the knowledge and tools you need to bring 

your children up in the Faith. 

This year focuses on Christian prayer, and why it is so essential for growing in our relationship with God. After           

exploring the covenant drama of prayer in Scripture, families will learn the richness of the Our Father, the major      

expressions of prayer, and the example of the Virgin Mary in conversations with God. Throughout the whole year,  

families will be helped to nurture their prayer life and, thus, build an intimate relationship with God – the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  

The first Adult Catechetical Gathering will be on Wednesday, September 9, from 6:00—7:00 PM in the Fatima Room. 

Volunteers Needed 

If you would be willing to assist with A Family of Faith, RCIA or Youth Ministry activities, please contact Linda Hebert 

in the Parish Office.  Please note that in order to protect our youth, all individuals who work with minors are required 

to undergo an official background check by the Diocese of Biloxi, along with Safe Environment training. 

Youth Ministry 

Even amongst COVID-19, we are planning an exciting year full of faith opportunities for St. John youth, in grades 9-12, 

to experience.  Many details are still being finalized, but we do know that the Diocesan Youth Convention will happen 

in the spring and we hope to attend a Steubenville Conference next summer.  We are also planning some events for 

our middle school youth in grades 7 and 8. 

We invite our high school youth to join us on Wednesday nights from 6:30—7:30 PM.  We plan to kick-off our year on 

September 16 in the Youth Room — dinner will be served.  Please help spread the word and bring a friend! 

For information, please contact Bridgett Bermond at stjohngptyouthministry@gmail.com or (228) 209-9281. 

RCIA 

The Catholic Church, founded by Jesus Christ, continues to grow everywhere throughout the world.  Through RCIA 

(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults), we invite you to find out about Jesus, and the Church He founded, and to build a       

relationship with Him! 

Our 2020-2021 Faith Journey begins on September 10. Classes will be held on Thursday evenings at 6:00 PM in  

Presentation Hall. Please join us if you are interested in learning more about the faith, even if you are already Catholic. 

And don’t forget to invite your non-Catholic or fallen away Catholic friends and relatives to join RCIA! 

For information, please contact Mara Russo at mrusso@stjohngulfport.org or (228) 265-7156. 

Thabor Fund 
What is a monstrance? 
A monstrance is a vessel usually made of brass or gold that 
is used to hold a consecrated host, which we know is the 
True Body of Christ. The part of the monstrance that holds 
the Host is often shaped like the sun with beams bursting out 
from the side. 
 
What is a thabor (or tabor)? 

In some churches, the monstrance that holds the 
Eucharistic host is placed on a stand on the    
altar. This stand is called a thabor (or tabor), 
which is a direct reference to Mt. Tabor, the 
mountain traditionally believed to be the place 
where Jesus was transfigured before three of his 
closest apostles.  

Funds raised  

through 08/23/20: 

$6576.25 

$3200.00 

$3600.00 

- Update - 
We are most appreciative and wish to thank those who contributed to the       

purchase of the thabor!  It has already been purchased and is being used during 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.   

Please donate to the Thabor Fund and enhance the worship of Our Lord in the 

Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.  

You may continue to make donations for the monstrance until August 31. 

Donation envelopes can be found on the tables in the back of the church and can 

be dropped in the collection basket or mailed to the Parish Office. You may also 

give online at:  
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport




 

St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church will be a drop-off location for 

Hurricane Laura Relief. The following items are being collected: 

Those wishing to donate may bring items to the gravel parking lot behind 

St. Thomas Catholic Church, where there will be an 18-wheeler truck 

trailer marked “Hurricane Relief." 

DONATION DROP OFF HOURS BEGINNING SATURDAY, AUGUST 29: 

Saturday, Aug. 29,  3:30 - 6:30pm 

Sunday, Aug. 30, 7am-noon AND  5-6:30pm  

Monday through Friday, mid-day 11:30am-1pm & evening, 5-6:30pm 

Relief supplies will be delivered to communities in the Lake Charles area 

as soon as the truck trailer is filled. The collection is being handled by St. 

Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church and the local St. Vincent De Paul  

Society. For more information, contact contact Mike Barry at                     

1-404-630-6624 or svdp.president@saintthomaslb.org. 

• Tarps 

• bleach  

• toiletries 

• water bottles and 

jugs  

• diapers  

• formula 

• first aid items 

• cleaning supplies 

• hand sanitizer 

• work gloves 

• pet food 

• toilet paper 

• garbage bags 

• non-perishable food 

• masks 

• mops & brooms 

• buckets 

• batteries 

HURRICANE RELIEF  

mailto:svdp.president@saintthomaslb.org

