


Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!  
Whether you’re just visiting for a brief time, 

looking for a new parish home, returning to the 

practice of your Catholic faith or interested in 

finding out more about the Catholic Church, we 

are happy you’re here! To learn more about   

St. John, please visit stjohngulfport.org. 

 

Last Week’s Collections 

First Collection: $8943 
Hurricane Laura Relief: $4845 

Thank you for your generosity! 

This week’s second collection is for  
the Holy Land. 

Al Allen 
John Atwood 
Mary Ann Bishop 
Andy Borga 
Dean Bowles 
Harriett Bowles 
Suzanne Bowles 
Garry Cooper 
Greg Cooper 
Ed Croal 
Ronnie Cuevas 
Mimi Davis 
Marcia Flagg 
Julie Foster 
Angel Garcia 

Alan Goad 
Dan Goad 
Onita Gross 
Nicolas “Corky” Hire 
Loyce Hire 
Jordan Hoang 
Werner Huber 
Kory Hudson 
Suzanne King 
Linda Langenbach 
Betty Martin 
Helena Nichols 
Bernard Papania 
Colette Marissa 
     Quigley 

Peggy Ryland 
Skip Ryland 
Joan Sample 
Don Schiffner 
Annette Seymour 
Vicki Smith 
Charlie Underwood 
Ann Wiborg 
Erma Wilson 
 
Parishioners of         
St. John the         
Evangelist 

 Hear Us and Heal Us     

Your prayers are asked for the following individuals  

who are facing illness or other life challenges.  

If you are new to the parish, please go to our 

website and click on the “New Parishioner” tab. 

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are   
renewable.   

 

Notice for Contributions 

During these difficult days, it’s still important to      
support your parish. Our families are encouraged to 
maintain their church contributions by mail, by      
dropping it off at the Parish Office from 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM Monday – Friday; by utilizing automatic 
drafts (contact the Parish Office if you’d like to sign 
up); or by giving electronically at https://
giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport. We 
also have a lock box on the center table in the back of 
the church for accepting your donations. 

2020 Catholic Sharing Appeal 

  Parish Update     

Our parish goal for this year’s Catholic Sharing Appeal 
is $39,146. Thus far, 100 families have responded and 
we have raised $41,282. Now that we have met our 
goal, all extra monies received by the CSA will be   
routed back to our parish. Thank you for your          
generosity! 

If you have not made a pledge or given a one-time gift 

to the CSA, pledge envelopes can be found in the back 

of the church, or you can give online at 

www.biloxidiocese.org. 

 

 

 

If you’d like to become involved at St. John, we need 

Ushers, Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion. If you are interested in                

volunteering for one or more of these ministries, there 

is a sign-up sheet on the table in the back of the 

church nearest the Memorial Room.  If you have any 

questions, please call the Parish Office. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday: 5:00 PM  +Anthony Verin Davis 

     The Intentions of the Missionaries of 

     the Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health  

Sunday:  8:00 AM  +Mackie Fayard 

     +John Windham 

  10:30 AM   +Alex North 

     +Gary Seymour 

 2:00 PM   The Intentions of the Missionaries of 

     the Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health  

 5:00 PM  +People of the Parish 

Monday: 7:00 AM  +Kerman Ladner 

     The Intentions of the Missionaries of 

     the Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health  

Tuesday:    7:00 AM  +Carl & Jenn Lizana 

   The Intentions of the Missionaries of 

   the Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health  

Wednesday: 7:00 AM   +Carl Lizana, Jr. 

   The Intentions of the Missionaries of 

   the Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health  

Thursday:  7:00 AM  Cecil & Margaret Dubuisson 

   The Intentions of the Missionaries of 

   the Holy Infant Jesus of Good Health  

Friday: 7:00 AM  +George Thatcher 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

We are happy to announce that following Mass at 

7:00 AM on each Friday, the Blessed Sacrament will be  

exposed for adoration until 8:30 AM.  We will keep our 

usual schedule for Adoration on the First Friday – it 

will begin at the conclusion of Mass and continue until 

5:00 PM. 

“Faith is the union of God with the soul.” 

—St. John of the Cross 

Wednesday – September 30 

Presentation Hall 

10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring an American 

Red Cross Blood Drive. The Red Cross tests every blood 

donation for a variety of infections. All blood, platelet 

and plasma donations on or after June 15, 2020 will 

also be tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Donations will 

be tested for COVID-19 antibodies using samples     

obtained at the time of donation and sent to a          

laboratory where samples will undergo routine  

screening and infectious disease testing.  

Donors with positive antibody tests may be eligible to 

take part in the convalescent plasma donation         

program. However, it does not matter what a donor’s 

antibody test result may be, because blood donation is 

critical to helping save lives. Please consider donating! 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Council has           

reopened its Food Pantry on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays from 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM.  If you’d like 

to volunteer to help with food distribution, please 

contact the Parish Office. 

A Reflection on Sunday’s Readings  

Nearly ten years before, a son and father had parted 

ways when the business they shared went bankrupt. 

The son blamed the father. They did not speak to each 

other again. 

Then the father became seriously ill. The mother called 

the son and told him he had better come soon. The 

son walked sheepishly into the hospital room. The   

father motioned his son to him and  whispered: “Did 

you ever think you could do anything that would keep 

me from loving you?” 

Resentment and anger are foul things, the first reading 

from Sirach tells us. Remember the last things. Stop 

hating. Live by the commandments. As St. Paul writes 

to the Romans, we are to live for the Lord and die for 

the Lord. 

Jesus’ parable in today’s Gospel reminds us of God’s 

compassion. The immense sin of humanity has been 

forgiven and stricken from the record. We are to         

forgive others in the same way. 
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We appreciate those who donate altar flowers. If 

you would like to have flowers placed in the 

church for a week in honor of a birthday,             

anniversary or other celebration, or in memory of 

a deceased loved one, please contact the Parish 

Office. 

Tell Your Money Where to Go,   

Instead of Wondering Where It Went!  

Since 2015, Ed Brennan from St. Joseph Parish has 

taught the Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University 

class.  A new nine-session weekly virtual class will 

begin on Wednesday, September 16th. Visit 

fpu.com/1121274 to sign up for the class and start 

your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace.  Questions 

can be directed to Ed at 228-234-7601. 

Bible Study 

Live with Jeff Cavins 

Jeff Cavins will lead Unlocking the Mystery of the 

Bible live on Facebook and on the Ascension Press 

website (www.ascensionpress.com). The 8-week 

study begins at 7:00 PM September 16, 2020.   

If you would like to participate, but are not free at 

that time, the videos will be recorded and posted on 

Facebook and the website for viewing after the live 

sessions.  The live Bible study sessions are free and 

open to anyone who wants to view them. However, 

workbooks are highly recommended for participants 

to gain the most from each session and can be    

purchased from Ascension Press for $24.95 (plus 

shipping and handling).  

The Month of September  

The month of September is dedicated to Our Lady 

of Sorrows, whose memorial the Church celebrates 

on September 15. September falls during the       

liturgical season known as Ordinary Time, which is 

represented by the liturgical color green. This    

symbol of hope is the color of the sprouting seed 

and arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the 

eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a 

glorious resurrection. It is used in the offices and 

Masses of Ordinary Time.   
Source: https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/

overviews/months/09.cfm 

Our Lady of Sorrows 

September 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary is venerated under this title to commemorate 

the seven sorrows that she suffered: The prophecy 

of Simeon, the flight into Egypt, the loss of the child 

Jesus in the temple, meeting Jesus carrying his 

cross, the Crucifixion, receiving the body of Jesus 

from the cross, and the burial of Jesus. A devotional 

image of her shows her heart pierced with seven 

swords to represent these sorrows. 
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

Congratulations  

to Our Parishioners  

Celebrating a Wedding Anniversary 

Gage & Shelby Cola – 6 years on Sep 14 

May God bless them with many more  

happy years together! 

Since it looks like we’re going to be in it for the long 

haul … 

To comply with diocesan directives for the           

protection of individuals worshipping together, 

those attending Mass are encouraged to wear facial 

coverings over their mouth and nose.  We have    

disposable masks available, but we respectfully   

request that you bring your own when you come to 

Mass. Thanks to Mrs. Mary Repp, we have some 

cloth masks that can be washed and reused.  They 

are available on a first come-first served basis and 

can be obtained from a member of the Church 

Staff. 
Prayer for Hurricane Season 

O Heavenly Father, all the elements of nature obey 
your command.  Calm the storms that threaten us 
and turn our fear into praise of your goodness.    
Protect us from hurricanes and disasters of nature. 
We pray through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you through the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

 Happy birthday blessings are extended to: 

Lydia Tolentino on Sep 13; Joey Brennan on Sep 14; 

Kevin Johnson on Sep 15; and Gabriel Cole on      

Sep 16. 

May God grant them many blessings in the coming year! 

 

This weekend, the flowers 

have been placed on the altar 

in honor of the Hackett Family. 

2020 Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Recognition 

Due to COVID-19, the people of the Diocese of     

Biloxi will be unable to celebrate together at the 

Annual Anniversary Mass; however, the Diocese 

wants to remember the special wedding                

anniversaries being celebrated in 2020.  If you are 

celebrating a milestone anniversary (i.e, 25, 30, 35, 

40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70+ years of marriage), please 

complete a 2020 Wedding Anniversary Recognition 

form and mail it to the Diocese.  Couples will        

receive a certificate signed by Bishop Kihneman, a 

Renewal of Vows Ceremony that can be celebrated 

with family or friends and a commemorative       

program listing all the 2020 couples. Bishop     

Kihneman will also offer a Mass at the Cathedral for 

the celebrating couples.  

The form can be found on our website or you may 

obtain a copy from the Parish Office.  It must be 

mailed by October 23, 2020 – phone-ins, faxes or 

emails are not accepted. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11; 

  Jn 3:13-17 

Tuesday:  1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-5; 

  Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 

Wednesday:  1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13; Ps 33:2-5, 12, 22; 

  Lk 7:31-35 

Thursday:  1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28; 

  Lk 7:36-50 

Friday:   1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-8b, 15; 

  Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday:  1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-14; 

  Lk 8:4-15 

Sunday:   Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; 

  Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Monday:  The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

Tuesday:  Our Lady of Sorrows 

Wednesday:  Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop,  

  Martyrs 

Thursday:  St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of  

  the Church 

Saturday:  St. Januarius, Bishop and Martyr 

http://www.ascensionpress.com


Faith Formation 

Youth Ministry & Confirmation Preparation 

Wednesday, September 16 

6:30 - 7:30 PM 

Youth Room 

Adult Faith Formation 

This year, we will be using 

Credo, an exciting         

program from Saint     

Benedict Press designed 

to present our Catholic 

Faith in an engaging and 

thorough way. Not only 

does Credo fulfill the requirements for RCIA, but it is 

perfect for those who are already Catholic and who 

may have questions about why we do what we do 

or who may enjoy a “refresher” course on the  

beauty of Catholicism. 

Sessions are open to all parishioners and are held 

on Thursdays at 6:00 PM in Presentation Hall. All 

adult Catholics who have not been confirmed 

should attend these classes. Because of social      

distancing guidelines, we ask that you sign up so 

that we can properly arrange seating. You may    

register by email at mrusso@stjohngulfport.org or 

by calling the Parish Office. 

Sacramental prep will be beginning soon; so if your 

child will be making First Holy Communion or     

Confirmation this year, you must complete a Faith 

Formation registration form. The forms can be 

found on the tables in the back of the church. You 

may contact Linda Hebert for more information. 

Adult Catechetical Session 

Wednesday, October 7 

Fatima Room 

6:00 PM 

THANK YOU! 

Thabor Donations 

Total Donations — $7551.25 

We are most appreciative and wish to thank 

those who have contributed to the Thabor 

Fund! The thabor was purchased and we are 

using it during Adoration of the Blessed    

Sacrament. In addition, enough monies were 

donated, so we’ll be able to purchase a new 

monstrance, as well. Thank you for your  

dedication to our church and to the worship 

of Our Lord in the Most Holy Sacrament of 

Amen Auction 

In these days of staying home, many of us have 

been cleaning closets, attics and who knows what 

else. Remember that the Amen Auction is accepting      

donations (White Elephant or new items) — call the 

Parish Office for drop-off instructions. 

Schedule Pickup 

The September schedules for Ushers, Lectors, and     

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can be 

found posted in the Memorial Room or available on 

our website. 

Pray for a Priest Calendar 

The Pray for a Priest Calendar for September can be 

found on our website. If you’d like a copy mailed/

emailed to you, please contact the Parish Office. 

Children’s Activity Guides 

These guides go along with the Sunday readings. 

If you have children, please see an usher to obtain 

a copy, or contact the Parish Office. 

mailto:mrusso@stjohngulfport.org


Catholic Education 

St. James Elementary  

603 West Avenue, Gulfport, MS 39507 

Principal: Jennifer Broadus 

Telephone: 228-896-6631 

Website: https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/  

St. Vincent De Paul Elementary  

4321 Espy Avenue, Long Beach MS 39560  

Principal: Carol Church 

Telephone: 228-222-6000 

Website: http://www.svdpcatholicschool.org/  

St. Patrick High School 

18300 St. Patrick Road, Biloxi, MS 39532 

Principal: Dr. Matt Buckley 

Telephone: 228-702-0500 

Website: http://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/  

Coronavirus Prayer 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and 

Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your 

beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us 

with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation 

and world, and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, that we may be 

spared the worst of this illness. For those already  

afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing 

and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are   

vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and 

help them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church to love one another and 

to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of 

Jesus to our land and to our hearts. We come to you 

with confidence, knowing that you truly are our  

compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause 

of our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your     

protection, keep us in the embrace of your arms, 

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.  

Amen. 
Source: http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/about/communications/303576_1.pdf  

Did You Know?   

Over 50% of all adults neglect to make out a Last 
Will and Testament; and of those who have one, 
many do not keep it up to date.  Think about getting 
your will made or having it reviewed – it provides a 
plan for distributing your hard-earned estate.  And 
while you’re at it, please consider helping St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church through a bequest. 
In addition, stocks and bonds, especially if            
appreciated in value over the years, can cost you or 
your heirs a lot of capital gains taxes, but they can 
also make substantial gifts to St. John.  Please     
consider such a gift.    

St John the Evangelist  

Catholic Church 

Annual Fundraiser 

Grand Prize $10,000 
Plus, additional Cash and Prizes 

Saturday, November 14, 2020  

6:00 PM 

Drawing will stream Live on Facebook.      

Results  posted at the Parish Office Building 

and in the bulletin. 

Tickets are $100 and will admit two to the 

Event Dinner, which will be held when       

circumstances permit. 

More details to follow in next week’s        

bulletin. All monies raised will be used for 

church renovations. 
Baskets can be dropped off at the Parish Office. 

https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/
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