


Welcome to St. John the Evangelist!  
Whether you’re just visiting for a brief time, 

looking for a new parish home, returning to the 

practice of your Catholic faith or interested in 

finding out more about the Catholic Church, we 

are happy you’re here! To learn more about   

St. John, please visit stjohngulfport.org. 

 

Last Week’s Collections 

First Collection: $4450 

Holy Land: $635 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Al Allen 
John Atwood 
Gary Beach 
Mary Ann Bishop 
Andy Borga 
Dean Bowles 
Harriett Bowles 
Suzanne Bowles 
Garry Cooper 
Greg Cooper 
Ed Croal 
Ronnie Cuevas 
Mimi Davis 
Carolyn Fayard 
Marcia Flagg 
Julie Foster 
Angel Garcia 

Alan Goad 
Dan Goad 
Onita Gross 
Nicolas “Corky” Hire 
Loyce Hire 
Jordan Hoang 
Werner Huber 
Kory Hudson 
Suzanne King 
Linda Langenbach 
Al Lewis 
Betty Martin 
Helena Nichols 
Bernard Papania 
Colette Marissa 
     Quigley 
Peggy Ryland 

Skip Ryland 
Joan Sample 
Don Schiffner 
Annette Seymour 
Vicki Smith 
Charlie Underwood 
Ann Wiborg 
Erma Wilson 
 
Parishioners of         
St. John the         
Evangelist 

 Hear Us and Heal Us     

Your prayers are asked for the following individuals  

who are facing illness or other life challenges.  

If you are new to the parish, please go to our 

website and click on the “New Parishioner” tab. 

Prayer for Hurricane Season 

O Heavenly Father, all the elements of nature obey 

your command.  Calm the storms that threaten us and 

turn our fear into praise of your goodness.  Protect us 

from hurricanes and disasters of nature. We pray 

through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

To add or remove a name from the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office.  Names will appear on the prayer list for six weeks, but are   
renewable.   

 

Notice for Contributions 

During these difficult days, it’s still important to      
support your parish. Our families are encouraged to 
maintain their church contributions by mail, by      
dropping it off at the Parish Office from 9:00 AM – 
4:00 PM Monday – Friday; by utilizing automatic 
drafts (contact the Parish Office if you’d like to sign 
up); or by giving electronically at https://
giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport. We 
also have a lock box on the center table in the back of 
the church for accepting your donations. 

2020 Catholic Sharing Appeal 

  Parish Update     

Our parish goal for this year’s Catholic Sharing Appeal 
is $39,146. Thus far, 101 families have responded and 
we have raised $41,132. Now that we have met our 
goal, all extra monies received by the CSA will be   
routed back to our parish. Thank you for your          
generosity! 

If you have not made a pledge or given a one-time gift 

to the CSA, pledge envelopes can be found in the back 

of the church, or you can give online at 

www.biloxidiocese.org. 

 

 

 

If you’d like to become involved at St. John, we need 

Ushers, Lectors and Extraordinary Ministers of  

Holy Communion. If you are interested in                

volunteering for one or more of these ministries, there 

is a sign-up sheet on the table in the back of the 

church nearest the Memorial Room.  If you have any 

questions, please call the Parish Office. 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Saturday: 5:00 PM  +Alex North 

Sunday:  8:00 AM  People of the Parish 

  10:30 AM   +Kaleel Salloum, Sr. 

     +Marie Harshbarger 

 5:00 PM  +Thomas Russo 

Monday: 7:00 AM  Ed &Cynthia Croal (Special Intention) 

Tuesday:    7:00 AM  +Harold Dubuisson, Jr. 

Wednesday: 7:00 AM   +Alex North 

Thursday:  7:00 AM  +Mackie Fayard 

Friday: 7:00 AM  +Robert and Elizabeth Currie 

Pray for a Priest Calendar 

The Pray for a Priest Calendar for September can be 

found on our website. If you’d like a copy mailed/

emailed to you, please contact the Parish Office. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

We are happy to announce that following Mass at 

7:00 AM on each Friday, the Blessed Sacrament will be  

exposed for adoration until 8:30 AM.  We will keep our 

usual schedule for Adoration on the First Friday – it 

will begin at the conclusion of Mass and continue until 

5:00 PM. 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Our St. Vincent de Paul Council has           

reopened its Food Pantry on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays from 9:30 AM – 11:30 AM.  If you’d like 

to volunteer to help with food distribution, please 

contact the Parish Office. 

A Reflection on Sunday’s Readings  

Isaiah tells us something that we already know, and 

yet seem to forget every now and then. He tells us, 

essentially, that God is God and we are not. When 

we’re confused and troubled and can’t figure           

everything out, it might be wise to recall Isaiah    

speaking on the Lord’s behalf and explaining that 

God—who is on a much more, well, Godly wavelength 

than we are—moves in ways we can’t even imagine. 

Saint Paul, by comparison, has everything figured out. 

Kind of. At least he understands his calling in life—to 

magnify Christ in everything he does. That should give 

all of us the direction we need. Jesus gives us direction, 

too, explaining to us once again in the parable of the 

workers in the vineyard that the last will be first, and 

the first, last. 
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Catechetical Sunday - September 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catechesis is a distinct and special ministry in the 

Church. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church makes 

clear, “Catechesis is intimately bound up with the 

whole of the Church’s life . . . her inner growth and  

correspondence with God’s plan depend essentially on 

catechesis” (no. 7). This ministry of teaching in the 

name of the Church has a profound dignity, which is 

why catechists are formally commissioned by the 

Church. It is only fitting that we set aside a day to   

highlight this ministry and invite the entire church 

community to think about our responsibility to share 

our faith with others.  (Source: https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-

teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/catechetical-sunday-

about) 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stjohngulfport
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/catechesis/catechetical-sunday/catechetical-sunday-about
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Saint Pius Of Pietrelcina (1887-1968) 

September 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did the World War II American flyer really see Padre 

Pio in midair, preventing the bombing of his village 

below? Did Pio actually “bilocate” in Italy, the Holy 

Land, even America, as countless witnesses          

testified? Or “read hearts” before penitents spoke? 

What of the stigmata, Christ’s wounds imprinted on 

Padre Pio’s hands, feet, and side? John Paul II, who 

as a young man visited Pio, never mentioned these 

extraordinary elements at the canonization.         

Instead, the pope spoke of “trials accepted with 

love,” referring perhaps to sanctions restricting 

Pio’s faculties for hearing confessions and             

celebrating public Mass, imposed because of      

criticism, later discredited, sent to the Vatican; of 

Pio’s offering his sufferings in union with Jesus’   

passion for a suffering world; of his continual    

availability to sinners seeking direction and           

absolution; of Padre Pio’s prayer that blossomed in 

charity, especially through his House for the Relief 

of Suffering, a healthcare facility that anticipated by 

decades today’s holistic partnering of medical      

science and spirituality. Finally, how comforting for 

us ordinary Christians, this extraordinary saint’s 

most frequent advice: “Pray, hope, and don’t     

worry!” 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Chrism Mass 
The Chrism Mass is held during Holy Week in every 
Catholic diocese. During this Mass, the priests,    
deacons and representatives of the entire diocesan 
community gather around their Bishop, who blesses 
the Holy Oils for use in the coming year. These are: 

Oil of the Sick – used to anoint people during the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. 

Oil of Catechumens – used to anoint catechumens 
during the Christian initiation process. This 
anointing takes place on Holy Saturday at the Easter 
Vigil Mass.  Children are anointed during the rite of 
infant Baptism. 

Sacred Chrism – used during the Sacraments of  
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders and the  
consecration of altars. 

Whenever the Holy Oils are used in a diocese, the 
ministry of the Bishop who consecrated them is 
symbolically present. 

The Chrism Mass reminds us of our oneness in 
Christ through Baptism and its holy anointing, made 
possible by the ministry of the Bishop and his 
priests. The Chrism Mass is also a key moment in 
which the unity of the Bishop with his priests 
(together, they form the presbyterate) is manifested 
and renewed. During the liturgy, the entire           
assembly is called to renew its baptismal promises; 
deacons and priests also renew their vow of        
obedience to the local Bishop and their               
commitment to serve God’s people. At the end of 
the Chrism Mass, the Holy Oils are brought back to 
parishes of the diocese for use in the coming year. 

Because Holy Week was during the COVID-19    
Shutdown, the Chrism Mass was postponed in the 
Diocese of Biloxi; however, it was held on Thursday, 
September 17, 2020, and Father Satish received 
new blessed oils for our parish.  The sacred vessels, 
which contain the Holy Oils, are stored in the       
ambry, which is located in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel. 
Sources: http://www.saintcd.com/chrism-mass-its-symbols-and-their-
meaning/ and “Oil of Catechumens.” The HarperCollins Encyclopedia 
of Catholicism, edited by Richard P. McBrien, First Edition, HarperCol-
lins Publishers, Inc., 1995, p 931. 

We appreciate those who donate altar flowers. If 

you would like to have flowers placed in the 

church for a week in honor of a birthday,             

anniversary or other celebration, or in memory of 

a deceased loved one, please contact the Parish 

Office. 

Since it looks like we’re going to be in it for the long 

haul … 

To comply with diocesan directives for the           

protection of individuals worshipping together, 

those attending Mass are encouraged to wear facial 

coverings over their mouth and nose.  We have    

disposable masks available, but we respectfully   

request that you bring your own when you come to 

Mass. Thanks to Mrs. Mary Repp, we have some 

cloth masks that can be washed and reused.  They 

are available on a first come-first served basis and 

can be obtained from a member of the Church 

Staff. 

Schedule Pickup 

The September schedules for Ushers, Lectors, and     

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion can be 

found posted in the Memorial Room or available on 

our website. 

 Happy birthday blessings are extended to: 

Gardner Hewes on Sep 20; Jean Underwood on   

Sep 22; Mason Bosarge, Katherine Healy & Ashley 

Henderson on Sep 23; Frank Scarborough on        

Sep 25; and Lisa D’Aunoy & Lauren Dossett on      

Sep 26. 

May God grant them many blessings in the coming year! 

 This weekend, the flowers 

have been placed on the altar 

by the Crane family in memory 

of Dr. Edmund Crane and  

Martin Crane. 

2020 Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Recognition 

Due to COVID-19, the people of the Diocese of     

Biloxi will be unable to celebrate together at the 

Annual Anniversary Mass; however, the Diocese 

wants to remember the special wedding                

anniversaries being celebrated in 2020.  If you are 

celebrating a milestone anniversary (i.e, 25, 30, 35, 

40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70+ years of marriage), please 

complete a 2020 Wedding Anniversary Recognition 

form and mail it to the Diocese.  Couples will        

receive a certificate signed by Bishop Kihneman, a 

Renewal of Vows Ceremony that can be celebrated 

with family or friends and a commemorative       

program listing all the 2020 couples. Bishop     

Kihneman will also offer a Mass at the Cathedral for 

the celebrating couples.  

The form can be found on our website or you may 

obtain a copy from the Parish Office.  It must be 

mailed by October 23, 2020 – phone-ins, faxes or 

emails are not accepted. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 

Tuesday:  Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; 

  Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19-21 

Wednesday:  Prv 30:5-9; 

  Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163; Lk 9:1-6 

Thursday:  Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; 

  Lk 9:7-9 

Friday:   Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; 

  Lk 9:18-22 

Saturday:  Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17; 

  Lk 9:43b-45 

Sunday:   Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5]; 

  Mt 21:28-32  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Monday:  St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Wednesday:  St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio), Priest  

Saturday:  Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs 

http://www.saintcd.com/chrism-mass-its-symbols-and-their-meaning/
http://www.saintcd.com/chrism-mass-its-symbols-and-their-meaning/


Faith Formation 

Youth Ministry & Confirmation Preparation 

Wednesday, October 14 

6:00 - 7:30 PM 

Allen Toyota - Service Project  

for the Homeless 

Adult Faith Formation 

This year, we will be using 

Credo, an exciting         

program from Saint     

Benedict Press designed 

to present our Catholic 

Faith in an engaging and 

thorough way. Not only 

does Credo fulfill the requirements for RCIA, but it is 

perfect for those who are already Catholic and who 

may have questions about why we do what we do 

or who may enjoy a “refresher” course on the  

beauty of Catholicism. 

Sessions are open to all parishioners and are held 

on Thursdays at 6:00 PM in Presentation Hall. All 

adult Catholics who have not been confirmed 

should attend these classes. Because of social      

distancing guidelines, we ask that you sign up so 

that we can properly arrange seating. You may    

register by email at mrusso@stjohngulfport.org or 

by calling the Parish Office. 

Sacramental prep will be beginning soon; so if your 

child will be making First Holy Communion or     

Confirmation this year, you must complete a Faith 

Formation registration form. The forms can be 

found on the tables in the back of the church. You 

may contact Linda Hebert for more information. 

Adult Catechetical Session 

Wednesday, October 7 

Fatima Room 

6:00 PM 

*This is an artistic rendering of potential renovations to the church. 

St John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

Annual Fundraiser 

Grand Prize $10,000 
Plus, additional Cash and Prizes 

Saturday, November 14, 2020  

6:00 PM 

The drawing will stream Live on Facebook. Results will be posted at the Parish 

Office Building and in the bulletin. 

Tickets are $100 and will admit two to the Event Dinner, which will be held when 

circumstances permit. 

All monies raised will be used for church renovations. 

Volunteers are needed to sell tickets.  

If you can help, please contact the Parish Office. 

mailto:mrusso@stjohngulfport.org


Catholic Education 

St. James Elementary  

603 West Avenue, Gulfport, MS 39507 

Principal: Jennifer Broadus 

Telephone: 228-896-6631 

Website: https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/  

St. Vincent De Paul Elementary  

4321 Espy Avenue, Long Beach MS 39560  

Principal: Carol Church 

Telephone: 228-222-6000 

Website: http://www.svdpcatholicschool.org/  

St. Patrick High School 

18300 St. Patrick Road, Biloxi, MS 39532 

Principal: Dr. Matt Buckley 

Telephone: 228-702-0500 

Website: http://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/  

Coronavirus Prayer 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and 

Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your 

beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us 

with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana. 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation 

and world, and for all our families and loved ones, 

the protection of your holy angels, that we may be 

spared the worst of this illness. For those already  

afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing 

and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are   

vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and 

help them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church to love one another and 

to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of 

Jesus to our land and to our hearts. We come to you 

with confidence, knowing that you truly are our  

compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause 

of our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your     

protection, keep us in the embrace of your arms, 

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.  

Amen. 
Source: http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/about/communications/303576_1.pdf  

Did You Know?   

Over 50% of all adults neglect to make out a Last 

Will and Testament; and of those who have one, 

many do not keep it up to date.  Think about getting 

your will made or having it reviewed – it provides a 

plan for distributing your hard-earned estate.  And 

while you’re at it, please consider helping St. John 

the Evangelist Catholic Church through a bequest. 

In addition, stocks and bonds, especially if            

appreciated in value over the years, can cost you or 

your heirs a lot of capital gains taxes, but they can 

also make substantial gifts to St. John.  Please     

consider such a gift.    

Amen Auction 

In these days of staying home, many of us have 

been cleaning closets, attics and who knows what 

else. Remember that the Amen Auction is accepting      

donations (White Elephant or new items) — call the 

Parish Office for drop-off instructions. 

https://www.stjamesgulfport.com/
http://www.svdpcatholicschool.org/
http://www.stpatrickhighschool.net/
http://www.usccb.org/_cs_upload/about/communications/303576_1.pdf

