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Worship Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 PM
. Sunday Masses:

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM and 5:00 PM
Spanish Mass: 2:00 PM
Weekday Masses:
Monday—Friday 7 AM

Weekday Adoration:
Every Friday following Mass
7:30 AM-8:30 AM
Holy Days:

Vigil Mass: 6:00 PM
Holy Day: 7:00 AM and 12:00 PM
Confession:

30 minutes before Vigil Mass
And anytime by request
all the other Masses
First Friday Adoration
7AM-5PM

Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment and Benediction

First Saturday Devotion:

8:00 AM: Confession, Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament, Rosary

9:00 AM: Healing Mass

2414 Seventeenth Street, Gulfport, Mississippi 39501
Telephone: 228-864-2272
Email: stjohnthee@stjohngulfport.org

November 5, 2023

315T SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“The greatest among you must be your servant.”
- Mt 23:11
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Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries
Wayne & Debbie Parker, 36 yrs Nov 6
Gene & Marcella Janus, 54yrs Nov 8
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Nov 24 No 7am Mass CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Qutreach Committee

St. John has a newly formed Outreach Committee
ministry to invite parishioners back to mass who have
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\J |INSPIRATION FOR DAILY LIFE

31st Sunday of Ordinary Time

Sunday November 5
Malachi 1:14b — 2:2b,8-10
Ps 131:1-3

1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9,13
Matthew 23:1-12

Monday November 6
Romans 11:29-36

Ps 69:30-31,33-34,36
Luke 14:12-14

Tuesday November 7
Romans 12:5-16b

Ps 131:1b-3

Luke 14:15-24

Wednesday November 8
Romans 13:8-10

Ps 112:1b-2,4-5,9

Luke 14:25-33

Thursday November 9
Feast of the Dedication of
the Lateran Basilica

Ezra 47:1-2,8-9,12

Ps 46:2-3,5-6,8-9

1 Cor 3:9¢-11,16-17

John 2:13-22

Friday November 10

St. Leo the Great, Pp, Dr
Romans 15:14-21

Ps 98:1-4

Luke 16:1-8

Saturday November 11
St. Martin of Tours, Bp
Romans 16:3-9,16,22-27
Ps 145:2-5,10-11

Luke 16:9-15

Today's Gospel reading contains a
verse that, when taken literally, has
been used by some Protestants to
condemn Catholicism because we
call our priests "Father." By that logic,
when Jesus said, "Call no one on
earth your father," he meant our
dads, too, right? Did he never call St.
Joseph by the title father? Perhaps
when Jesus as a lad had a question
about carpentry he said, "Hey dude
who's married to Mom!" | don't think
so.

To understand what Jesus means in
this scripture, we need to read the
whole passage: This singled-out
verse is actually part of a teaching
about equality. He is telling us that
we must not consider anyone to be
superior to ourselves — no one but
God is superior to us,

Jesus says here: "The greatest
amang you must be your servant." At
other times in other scriptures, Jesus
says that if we want to be greatest,
we have to be the servant of all,
because we must not think of
ourselves as superior to others. But
in today's lesson he's telling us not to
think of ourselves as inferior, either.
He trying to cure our low self-esteem.

Do you know, for example, that as a
child of God you are not inferior to
the pope? This is why he's called the
servant of the servants of God. As

Christ's representative in Church leadership, he serves us in
everything he does, whether it's presiding at Mass or making

decisions.

No matter what someone's credentials are, no matter how
much authority God has given to our priests and other leaders,

and no matter how famous or well-
liked anyone is, we are all equally
loved by God. We're all equally
important to God.

Reflect & Discuss:

1 Do you feel served by those who
have higher status? Why or why
hot?

+ When you don't, how much of this
is your awn attitude of assuming
that you're inferior? What will you
do to shift your thinking and
accept your own value according
to God's perspective?

1 When someone's job or talents or
position in the family or church
seems greater than yours, how do
you overcome your feelings of
inferiority?

+ How does Jesus convey to you
that you are inferior to no one?

1 Describe a time when you felt
inferior but then became aware of
your equal value. (This story will
help others who are struggling to
overcome their own feelings of
inferiority.)

© 2023 by Terry Modica - Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com - Reprinted by license.
To receive Good News Reflections free daily by email, visit Good News Ministries: gnm.org

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

November 5, 2023
31* Sunday in Ordinary Time

Last Easter season a new convert to Catholicism at
my parish asked me with a grave tone in her voice:
“Why do we call priests ‘father’ if Jesus says, ‘Call
no man on earth your father, for you have one
Father, who is in heaven’?” Thinking myself clev-
er, I asked, “Do you think it’s okay to call someone
your ‘teacher” or ‘mister’ or ‘dad’?” She said, “Yes,
I do.” I responded, “Well, Jesus seems to forbid that,
too. So, it’s obviously hyperbole that he’s using.”
She thought for a moment and declared, “Then I will
stop using those words, too!” And she walked away.
Not the outcome [ was seeking.

We shouldn’t be too hasty in dismissing this com-
plaint voiced by many non-Catholics. The expres-
sion “father” for ordained priests is not honorary for
the individual man. The priest’s fatherhood doesn’t
begin or end in him at all. Rather, the title “father”
indicates that he is a sacramental sign of God’s Fa-
therhood revealed in Jesus. I can tell you, as a very
unworthy bearer of that title, we should give and re-
ceive that title with some trepidation (because of
God’s awesomeness) and with a little sense of humor
(because of the lowliness of the men with the title).

The longer I'm a priest, the more I’'m comfortable
with people not using the title “father” and just call-
ing me “John.” After all, only God is Father in the
truest sense. At the same time, Jesus has brought the
Father close to us, very close. We honor this close-
ness in some men with the title “father.” Who are the
priests in your life whom Christ has sent to you?
How wonderful that Christ has surrounded us with
humble signs of his Father’s love. It’s good to cele-
brate that love with gratitude for the priests in our
lives.

— Father John Muir

©LPi

Sin on the Soul
Question:

Why do some sacraments leave a character or mark
on the soul? Don’t all sacraments affect the soul?

Answer:

All sacraments mediate grace and connect us to
Christ and to the Church. Some sustain us in our
faith journey, while others help us heal from the ef-
fects of sin. Each one offers a share in God’s life,
giving us what we need to be faithful followers of
Jesus. But some sacraments change us in ways that
are irreversible. The three sacraments that leave a
character are Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Or-
ders. We are literally different people because of the
effect of the grace of those sacraments. We are
changed at the core of our being in such a fundamen-
tal way that we can not go back to what we once
were.

In Baptism, we are freed from original sin, initiated
into the Body of Christ as adopted sons and daugh-
ters. In Confirmation, we are given the fullness of
God’s Spirit, sealed in his grace and gifted with what
we need to live a Christian life. In Holy Orders, a
priest is marked as an ‘alter Christus,” another
Christ, and is once and forever a priest who offers
sacrifice, forgives sin, and acts in the person of
Christ. In these three sacraments, we are conformed
more closely to Christ, reflecting his love and truth.

LPi SECTION TWO
THE PROFESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
THE CREEDS

“These three parts are distinct although con-
nected with one another. According to a comparison
often used by the Fathers, we call them articles. In-
deed, just as in our bodily members there are certain
articulations which distinguish and separate them, so
too in this profession of faith, the name articles has

justly and rightly been given to the truths we must
believe particularly and distinctly.” In accordance
with an ancient tradition, already attested to by St.
Ambrose, it is also customary to reckon the articles
of the Creed as frwelve, thus symbolizing the fullness

of the apostolic faith by the number of the apostles.
#191 CATECHISM of the CATHOLIC CHURCH (SECOND EDITION)




