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  SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

            DECEMBER 9, 2018 

 
Today‘s Readings                     Readings for 12/16/18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

2nd Sunday of Advent             3rd Sunday of Advent 

 Bar 5: 1-9              Zep 3: 14-18 

Phil 1:L 4-6, 8-11                Phil 4: 4-7 

Lk 3: 1-6                            Lk 3: 10-18 

  

       MASS INTENTIONS:  DEC. 10  TO  DEC.16 , 2018 

Monday 9:00 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Camille Kiedrowski 

Parish Advent Penance Service 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m.  Communion Service 

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. Communion Service 

Thursday 9:00 a.m. Communion Service 

Friday  9:00 a.m. John Klein 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. Pete Fritz 

Sunday 

 

8:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

11:15a.m.  

Kenneth Day 

Richard McMillan 

John M. Dodson 

(SI) Special Intentions (B) Birthday (A) Anniversary (H) Health  

 

SCHEDULE FOR WEEKEND OF 12/16/18 
Ministry Sat 4 pm 

DEC.15  

Sun 8 am 

DEC. 16  

Sun 9:30 

DEC. 16 

Sun 11:15 

DEC. 16 

Priest HK LG MS MS 

Lectors J McConnell R McGraw M Canter M Fetter 

EM B McConnell A Chaney J Bowman P Era 

 D Hughes F Holtz M Childress D Friedman 

 S Pardo J Kline M Scarff S Friedman 

 D Phillips M McGraw N Yost M Rudell 

Server H Arnett A Engel J Channell P Bittner 

 M Rinaudo I Warne M Channell L Dodson 

 T Rinaudo O Ayd D Warne A Fetter 

Sacristan G Arnett A Engel C Lawrence M Fetter 

 

FROM FR. KUNKEL 

 

     There was a Peanuts cartoon which featured Lucy going around 

asking all her friends to sign a document she had composed.  ―Sign 

this,‖ she tells Linus, ―it absolves me from all blame.‖  After he 

signs, she thanks him and goes to Schroeder at his piano.  ―Sign this, 

please,‖ she asks, ―it absolves me from all blame.‖  Then to Marcie, 

―Sign this will you?  It absolves me from all blame.  Thank you.‖  

Then to Charlie Brown, ―Sign this please . .  It absolves me from all 

blame.‖  ―I don‘t understand,‖ Charlie protests.  ―Just sign it,‖ Lucy 

insists.  ―That‘s right.  Thank you.‖  As she walks away, Lucy 

explains, ―No matter what happens any place or anytime in the world, 

this absolves me from all blame!‖  Charlie Brown‘s final comment is, 

―That must be a nice document to have!‖   

 

       It seems that many Catholics have found such a document.  

They‘re absolved from all blame about anything in their lives.  It‘s 

not their fault; they have no guilt; they have no sin; and so they don‘t 

need the Sacrament of Forgiveness anymore.  That presents us with a 

very serious problem!  Here we are in Advent waiting for our Savior, 

and we don‘t know why we need one!  

 

       If a person has no need of forgiveness, no use for the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation, it seems that Christmas becomes a rather 

meaningless feast, at least religiously speaking.  Where we must start 

is with the fundamental fact that we still need conversion.  Our 

culture encourages us so often to ―get it all together‖ that we can 

easily begin to pretend, even to ourselves, that we actually ―have it all 

together.‖  But as one wit put it, ―If you‘ve got it all together, what‘s 

that lying all around you?‖   

 

       Our lives are indeed messy and disordered and imperfect or, as 

an earlier age would have said, our lives are sinful.  Christians are not 

perfect people; we are always forgiven sinners, still in need of further 

repentance and growth in Christ.  We forget that at our own peril.  If 

we‘re honest we can all find habits, attitudes and patterns of behavior 

that mark us as different from Jesus, that keep God‘s love from being 

shown through us.  We know, deep down, where we‘re not yet really 

converted.  (If you‘re not sure where your sinfulness lies, just ask 

your spouse, your children, your parents or your coworkers.  They 

will surely be able to tell you!)   

 

       Now, let me offer you two points of reassurance if you have any 

more concerns.  First, the basic procedure for using the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation hasn‘t changed all that much.  Second, every priest I 

know will be more than glad to lead you through it; just tell him 

you‘re not sure what to say, and he‘ll guide you from there.  This 

Sacrament is not something to fear but an opportunity to experience 

the great love of God!  Relax, we have a Father who is very 

understanding and will not condemn us!  Come, rejoice in his Love!     

 

 

Reconciliation/Penance Services 
Advent 2018  The Harford Region 

DEC. 10,  7:00 P.M. ST. MARY‘S  

PYLESVILLE, MD 

DEC. 17,  7:00 PM ST. JOAN OF ARC 

ABERDEEN, MD 

DEC. 18,  7:00 P.M.– 8:00 P.M. ST. FRANCIS de SALES 

ABINGDON, MD 

DEC. 19, 3:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M. 

               7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 

ST. STEPHEN‘S  

KINGSVILLE, MD 

DEC. 19, 7:00 P.M. ST. IGNATIUS 

FOREST HILL, MD 

     

 

SUNRISE COMMUNION SERVICE 
 St. Mary‘s offers a Communion Service every 

Wednesday at 6:00 a.m.  All are welcome to attend.  

For more information please contact Mike Dodson @ 

717-382-4756  

 

 ALTAR  FLOWERS 
Flowers donated in front of  Mary on the occasion of  

The  Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary  If you would like to donate a floral 

arrangement to be placed on the Altar please call Sue 

Dieter @ 410-937-4035. 

 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONGRATULATIONS!! 
 
Happy Birthday-80‘s and over  

 Thomas McVan  83 Dec 9 

 Tina Nierwienski  91 Dec 14 

 Lois Fritz   81 Dec 23 

 Maurice Kief  89 Dec 24 

 Earl Howell  89 Dec 25   

 

Happy Anniversary--25th, 50th & over 50  

 Thomas & Barbara Burke  67 Dec 8 

 Tivis & RoseMary Wilson  50 Dec 14 

 George & Patricia Koermer  62 Dec 26 

 Andrew & Naomi Welch  57 Dec 30 

 Robert & Patricia Haloskey  54 Dec 31 



 Cornelius & Carol Helfrich 52 Dec 31 

  

If you do not want your name(s), and/or your age in the bulletin 

please notify Barbara, Ext. 22 

 
 

RESPECT LIFE 
The Brocato Family has named our Spiritually Adopted baby Sam.  

My father-in-law was Sam Brocato and he adored children.  When 

we pray for our unborn child, I know that he is praying too.  We can 

pray that the expectant mother finds comfort through Mary as the 

great example of motherhood and trust in God.  

 

December – 2nd month 

Merry Christmas from St. Mary‘s Respect Life Ministry!  As we 

celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, please remember to pray 

for the pre-born baby you spiritually adopted in November. Your 

spiritually adopted child is now two months old in gestation and 

needs you to pray that his/her mother awaits the birth of her child 

with trust in God, just as Mary awaited the birth of her Son.   

 

Please see the following text on the 2nd ―Little One‖ poster in the 

vestibule of the church: 

 

Second Month (size: about 2 inches) 

The developing baby is now called a ‗fetus‘ which is Latin for ‗Little 

One‘.  She is making rapid progress developing all her external and 

internal organs.  During the second month baby teeth form; fingers 

and toes are developing.  Ears, nose, lips and tongue can now be 

clearly seen.  Brain waves can be recorded.  The skeleton changes 

from cartilage to bone.  Forty muscle sets begin their first exercises.  

This Little One can now suck her thumb.  By 8 weeks all body 

systems are present. 

 

To Jesus through Mary:  Pray the Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe 

beginning on December 4 and ending on her feast day of December 

12.  The prayers can be found under the ―Documents‖ menu on the 

Respect Life page of the St. Mary‘s website at 

www.stmaryspylesville.org 

 

 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Treasure – November 2018 

Offertory – EFT                              $9,666.02 

 

Treasure – December 2, 2018 

Offertory – Envelopes                              $7,334.00 

ParishBuildingFund                                        801.25 

Poor Box–Little Sisters of the Poor                358.24 

Mass Attendance     543                                 

                            

 The message of stewardship is that God‘s gifts, 

shared, will always be enough.  Thank you for 

continuing to share your gifts with the parish, others 

and the Lord. Your generosity is deeply appreciated. 

 Please consider remembering St. Mary, Pylesville in 

your will.  Catholics of generations to come will thank 

you for your thoughtfulness and remember you in 

prayer. 

 

Christmas and Year End Giving: 

Christmas marks the ULTIMATE GIFT – God‘s gift of 

His only son, Jesus Christ.  As we celebrate the birth of Jesus we 

remember that the three kings or wise men followed the star to bring 

gifts to the new born King; the beginning of gift giving. 

We must also consider all the gifts God has bestowed upon 

us during the year and we must remind ourselves that we are merely 

stewards of these gifts.  This presents to us a very special spiritual 

opportunity to make a return to God for His many blessings - a true 

Gift of Faith.  These opportunities include our time, talent and 

treasure.   

After prayerful thought and consideration please remember 

your parish, St. Mary‘s, at Christmas. Give your gift based on faith 

and the blessings you have received this year.  Thank you for your 

generosity. 

Year end gifts for the year 2018 must be in the office by 

December 17, 2018 to be recorded as a gift for this calendar year.  

Again, thank you for all you do for St. Mary‘s 

 

Contribution Statement 2018: 

If you would like a contribution statement (recorded contributors 

only (Church Envelopes or EFT) for calendar year 2018 please call 

Barbara, Ext. 22, email – Barbara_stmarys@yahoo.com or fill out 

this form and return to the office.  Contribution statements will not 

automatically be mailed.  You must request one.  

Name: ______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ 

City, St., Zip Code:_______________________ 

Phone #: ____________________________ 

 

(If you contributed to the Embracing Our Mission campaign or the 

Archbishop‘s Annual Appeal your statement will be mailed from the 

Archdiocese of Baltimore). 

 

 

**Next Weekend:  December 15th & December 16th          

Weekly Offering: - Provides a regular predictable source of funding 

so the Church can meet its practical responsibilities; cost of facilities, 

administration, worship, salaries/benefits, religious education 

subsidy, ministries, and miscellaneous expenses.  (We encourage all 

envelope users to please use your envelopes.  This will assist in 

decreasing the posting time.) 

Retired Religious:  Archdiocese of Baltimore:  Elderly Catholic 

sisters, brothers and religious order priests need your help.  For years, 

these selfless women and men ministered for little, if any, 

compensation—educating the young, nursing the sick, promoting 

justice and peace.  Their sacrifices now leave a substantial gap in 

retirement savings.  Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious 

provides vital funding for prescriptions, nursing care and more.  

Please Share in the Care and give to those who have given a lifetime.  

This “Special envelope” can be placed in the regular offertory 

collection along with your weekly offering envelope. 

 

Catholic School Parish Assessment - Archdiocese of Baltimore: 

To partially fulfill the obligation of the People of God to support 

Catholic Schools and the unique education they bring to the children 

within the Archdiocese of Baltimore.  The funds acquired through 

this special collection are specifically restricted to use in parish, inter-

parish, or Archdiocesan schools.  Please be as generous as you can. 

This “Special envelope” can be placed in the regular offertory 

collection along with your weekly offering envelope. 

 

Poor Box:  “BirthRight”: The donations to the poor box this 

weekend will help support BirthRight located in Bel Air. 

 

THE ADVENT WREATH TRADITION 
The word ―Advent‖ means coming.  Each year we 

enter into the four weeks of Advent preparing 

again for the coming of Jesus. We long to know 

Him with greater intimacy and closeness, so we 

prepare through penance, reflection and 

expressions of our longing for God. 

 

http://www.stmaryspylesville.org/


 We need people or families to sign-up in the vestibule of the church 

to light the Advent Wreath each week.  Please sign-up if you would 

like to help 

HOME BLESSINGS FOR 

THE ADVENT WREATH 

 
Each evening we say a seasonal prayer and light a candle.  The flame 

proclaims that Jesus, the Light of the World, will soon come. 

Prayers 

 

During the second week, light two purple candles at mealtime and 

pray: 

Lord, may our hearts be set on You and Your will.  Help us 

to always echo the words of Mary  at the Annunciation, 

That the will of the Father may be done in our lives. 

 

During the third week, light three candles – two purple and one rose – 

and pray: 

Jesus, we know that you are coming soon.  Our hearts 

rejoice that You are near.  May that holy expectation lead 

us in the ways of your hope and love. 

 

During the fourth week, light four candles at mealtime and pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus, to each of us, to our family and to our 

world.  We long for Your peace, joy and grace that bring 

new life. 

 

PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT 

THIS WEEK TO PRAY…  
―For everything there is a season and a time for every 

purpose under heaven…” 

 
A time to be born…BAPTISM 

Through the Holy Waters of Baptism, we 

welcome into St. Mary‘s Faith 

Community…Corinne Elizabeth Miller, 

daughter of Jared & Morgan 

  

A time to be …HEAL 
Please Pray For: Richard Ahlstrom, Emma Barnett, Annette Baxter, 

Betty Bennett, Vicki Bennington, Donald Billings, Cheryl Boring, 

Roy Broyles, Mary Rita Doak,  Susan & Amanda DiPietro,  Eva 

Eakes, John Gibson,  Christine Gofford, Nancy Harkins, Jo Ann 

Heaps, Sam Hadoulis, Lorriane Hebert,  Erin Huff, Judy Johnson, 

Attila Kekesi,  Jarrett Lyons, Brenda Mullen,  Boh  Oktavec,  John 

Ricks, Jeanne Berge Stith,  Jameson Travis,  Hilda Wachter, Penny 

Wallace, Emma Webster, Weidner Family, Eliza Wilson, Mandy 

Wetzel, Clark Zander, Diane Zander, Lorraine Zorn. 

 

 

A time to die…”May our beloved deceased rest in the 

Lord’s eternal peace”.  

              “IN MEMORIAM” 

              Mary Frances Snyder,  

Edward Roginski, and Wilfred McCain. 

 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Middle School (6-8) 
Dec. 14  Join us for the Christmas Food Sort at 7 pm 

then join us in the Youth Room for Christmas Movie 

Night from 8-10 pm!  Cookies and Cocoa. 

 

High School (9-12) 
 

Dec. 15  Help us spread some Christmas 

Cheer!  Meet us at Forest Hill Heights Assisted 

Living at 6:45 - 8 pm.  Those of you who play 

instruments and those to help sing carols.  Join 

at Chick Fil A afterwards for food and 

fellowship.  Details in the YM Winter 

Calendar 

 

Dec. 16   Jesus‘ B Day Bash  will be here before you know it!!   

Children age Kindergarten thru 5th Grade are 

invited to join Mrs. Rachel and her helpers in the 

Hall at 10:30 am to prepare for our Annual 

Christmas Pageant.  We provide lunch for the 

children, learn about Jesus‘ birth, have activities, 

rehearsal, and fun.   Parents/Family/Parishioners are invited to come 

at 3 pm to watch the children as they present the Christmas story.  

We will then share a pot luck supper and birthday cake!!  Parents 

please email Mrs. Rachel if your child/children will be attending!!    

 

 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 
 

   

CHRISTIAN OUTREACH MINISTRY  
The Outreach Ministry will be collecting and distributing groceries 

for Christmas. 

Dates:    December 14th  Sorting the groceries (7:00-8:30pm) 

 December15th -Distributing the groceries and   Christmas 

gifts (8:30- 11:00am) 

 

We do need volunteers! We served 24 families for Thanksgiving.  

More families will be assigned to us by Mason-Dixon Community 

Services for Christmas and we‘ll also serve 10 families from St. 

Edward‘s. We‘ll need your help sorting the groceries and we‘ll really 

need your help carrying the groceries and the Christmas gifts out to 

our families‘ vehicles on the 15th.  

 

Come have some fun while helping your neighbors. 

Please contact Bob Hoopert at 410-692-4157 or 

crhoopert@zoominternet.net. 

 

COMMON GROUNDS 
The group will meet once a month on the second Thursday at 7:00 

p.m. in the youth room.    Bring your favorite coffee cup and enjoy a 

different coffee each month.  The next meeting will be on December 

13th .  This is sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Mason Dixon 

and is open to everyone.  Hope to see you there!! Any questions 

contact Grand Knight John McCarty at 443-928-2107 or e-mail 

1096cop1@comcast.lnet.  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
We know that Christmas time is a very busy 

time of the year.  Cooking, Shopping, etc.  

Could you give a few hours to help honor the 

Infant ―Jesus‖ by decorating the Hall & 

Church for this very important holiday, 

―CHRISTMAS‖, and in turn be blessed in a 

very special way.   Dates to decorate are: 

Sunday, Dec. 16th after the 11:15 a.m.  Mass 

move Decorations from Rectory to Parish 

Hall and Decorate.. Then on December 23rd after the 11:15 a.m. Mass 

move decorations from Hall to Church and decorate.   If so please 

call Jackie Seneschal at 410-515-7498 or the parish office @ 410-

879-4015.  

mailto:crhoopert@zoominternet.net
mailto:1096cop1@comcast.lnet


 
 

 

ST MARY’S WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Monday, Dec.10, 2018 

9:30 a.m. ........................................................................................ WWP 
6:00 P.M.  ..........................................................Belles Dinner Sort Gifts 

7:00 p.m.  ............................................... Parish Advent Penance Service 

7:00p.m. ......................................................................................... WWP 
7:30 p.m. ...............................................................  Knights of Columbus 

 

Tuesday, Dec.11, 2018 

7:00 p.m. .......................................................................... Parish Council 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2018 

7:00 p.m.  .......................................................... Fr. Paul Henry Adult Ed 

7:00 p.m.  .............................................................................. Cont Music 

 

Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018 

7:00 p..m. ........................................................................................ Choir 

7:00 p.m  ......................................................... K of C Common Grounds 

 

Friday, Dec. 14, 2018 

7:00 p.m  .................................................................................. Sort Food 
8:00 p.m.  ..................................................................... YM Movie Night 

 

Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018 

6:00 a.m.  ................................................................................ Man Hour 

8:30 a.m. ............................................................ Distribute Food & Gifts 

 

Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018 

10:30 a.m.  .................................................... Children for Birthday Bash 
3:00 p.m.  ........................................... Pageant and Covered Dish Dinner 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S 

 LUNCHEON BINGO  

TUESDAY, 

 JANUARY 8, 2019  
Join in for a relaxing day of bingo and 

lunch.  Doors open at 10:00 a.m. and the 

low price of $10.00 include admission, 

lunch and a regular bingo packet of 16 

games, 3 cards to a sheet.  For a small 

additional fee special games and extra 

bingo packets can be purchased.  Also large print bingo cards will be 

available upon request. The Menu for Jan. 8th  is: 

 

Chicken Pot Pie 

Banana & Chocolate Pudding 

 

The Bingo Jackpot for January is $200.00 

 in 52 numbers or less 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY   
If Harford Co. Schools are closed for the day ALL meetings, 

classes and activities are cancelled including Bingo (no make-up 

date).  If Harford Co. Schools close early ALL meetings, classes 

and activities are cancelled.  If Harford Co. Schools are delayed, all 

meetings, classes and activities will be held as usual, including Bingo 

 

 

CANNON BALL GOURD SNOW GLOBE 
Fun for the entire family! Give a unique gift this Christmas: A 

Cannon Ball Gourd Snow Globe. Join the Knights of Columbus for 

an afternoon of gourd painting on December 15, 2018 from 12:00 

noon to 2:30 pm. Cost is $25.00 per person and this includes one 

Cannon Ball gourd pre-marked, paints, and instruction. Location:  

Gourding In The Barn at 2406 Bradenbaugh Road, White Hall, Md. 

21161. We wish to thank the Belles of St. Mary for bringing this 

vendor to us at their Fall Craft Show. 

 
Are you a Veteran? A Policeman? An EMT? A Fireman? A new 

Husband or Father? A Knight? Gentlemen, now is 

the right time to become a Knight of Columbus. 

Join our Catholic Fraternal Organization. If you are 

at least 17 ½ years old and a Practicing Catholic, 

nothing stands in your way. Enjoy the camaraderie 

and the benefits offered by the Knight of Columbus 

for you and your family. Put your Faith into Action and help us 

promote charity, protect life and religious freedom, and serve the 

Church and our community. Contact Deputy Grand Knight and 

Membership Activity Chairman Bob McConnell at 443-807-3815 or 

BobMcconnell@comcast.net 
 
 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

“Jesus’ Birthday Bash” 
Sunday, December 16, 2018 ……………………..   3:00 P.M. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Parish Advent Penance Service 

 Monday, December 10, 2018 …………………………7:00 P.M. 

Confessions: Monday, December 17, 2018 ……..…..9:30 A.M. 

                  ..7:00 - 8:00 P.M. 

     

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2018 
4:00 P.M…………………………………………………….Church. 

4:00 P.M ……………………….………………………………Hall 

6:00P.M. …….……………..……………….………….…..Church 

8:00 P.M. ………………………………..………………….Church  

9:30P.M...……………….………………………Caroling..Church 

10:00 P.M. …………………..…….………..….. Mass in Church 

                 CHRISTMAS DAY 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2018 
Church…………………………………….……………..10:00 A.M.  

 

NEW YEARS EVE & NEW YEARS DAY MASS 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

 

Monday, December 31, 2018………………….………..4:00P.M. 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019………………………….…10:00 A.M. 

 

The Parish Offices will be closed on December 24 to 26, 2018.  

Also, Tuesday, January 1, 2019.  
 

mailto:BobMcconnell@comcast.net

