Frequently Asked Questions about Adoption Search and Reunion

1. What is the process to obtain adoption records?
CCNKS takes privacy seriously. All adoption records are permanently stored in locked filing cabinets in a locked room. For those adult adoptees wanting to access records, we require a signed and notarized Affidavit of Identity before we will share any information. Additionally, a signed and notarized Release of Information is required prior to sharing any information with any other party.
2. If I contact your agency, what information will you release to me about my adoption? Our agency shares as much information with adoptees, as we legally can. This information may include a social and health history of the birth parents and paperwork filed through the court that completed the adoption. 
3. I am adopted, can I learn who my birth parents are?
In the state of Kansas, no law prohibiting the access of adoptee birth records exists. In practice, adoption agencies practiced “closed adoptions” in which minimal information on the birth parent(s) was shared with adoptive families. However, our agency can release certain information to adoptees over the age of 18. Catholic Charities Northern Kansas’ (CCNKS) records may or may not include information on a birth parent’s identity. If the agency has the information and may legally release it, our agency shares that information with adoptees.
4. Is there a fee charged to obtain my adoption records?
If your adoption records are easily located, copies of them are typically provided at no charge. However, if you would like our agency to provide more intensive search services, fees start at $150. Search fees are intended to cover the cost of staff’s time and work and do not guarantee any specific result.
5. Can I obtain my pre-adoption birth certificate?
Our agency does not always possess an adoptees “original” birth certificate. However, the state of Kansas allows adoptees over the age of 18 to obtain a copy. Contact Kansas Department of Health & Environment, Office of Vital Statistics for that information.
6. What other services do you offer?
CCNKS works with all members of the adoption triad, adoptive parents, adoptees and birth parents. If adoption has left you feeling overwhelmed, please reach out to CCNKS adoption or therapy staff. The agency is committed to all of those impacted by adoption.
7. I placed my child through your agency when adoptions were less open and would now like to contact him/her. Can you help me? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]CCNKS will do all they are legally allowed to facilitate contact between birth parents and adoptees. In the state of Kansas, birth parents are not considered a “party of interest” to an adoption once the parent relinquishes parental rights to the child. This means our agency can’t legally release records and adoption documents to the birth parent. Our agency will not directly share contact information. This does not mean we won’t help to make contact between a birth parent and an adoptee. The adoption case worker will typically contact the adoptive parents or the adult adoptee to share the birth parents desire to connect with the adoptee. The agency can’t guarantee that contact will happen, but will support both adoptee and birth parent to the best of our ability.
