
 24 Dec 2017  St. Columbkill Parish 
200 Indian Spring Rd, Boyertown, PA  19512 
Phone:  610-367-2371  ·  Fax:  610-369-0242 

Web:  www.stcolumbkill.org 
Diocese Victim Assistant Coordinator,  

Wendy Krisak—(800)791-9209 
Safe Environment Coordinator. 610-332-0442 x 19 

Sr. Meg Cole 

 
Please visit our website 

Home Page  
www.stcolumbkill.org 
For all information on  

Christmas Season  
Mass Schedule. 

 
You can still contribute 

to the  
“END-OF-YEAR-

GIFT” 
ONLINE , too!  

 

  
 
 

"Behold, I am 
the handmaid 
of the Lord. 
May it be 

done to me 
according to 
your word." 

 
 

 
Luke 

1: 
26-38 

St. Columbkill  
All Guests and New  

Parishioners are most   
WELCOME! 

Please go to our home 
page where you can 

register online to join 
our wonderful parish 

family! 

   www.allentowndiocese.org  

Mission Statement:  We are a Catholic community drawing people to follow Jesus and His message of love. 
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SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION  

 
IS HEARD EVERY  
SATURDAY FROM  
4 P.M. TO 4:45 P.M.  

 
BEFORE THE  
SATURDAY  

EVENING VIGIL 
MASS 

Fourth  
Sunday of  

Advent 

Merry Christmas Eve! 
He was born in an obscure village, the son of a peasant woman. 

He grew up in another village, where he worked in a carpenter's shop  until he 
was thirty. Then for three years he became a wandering   preacher.                                                                                                

He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family or 
owned a house. He didn't go to college. He never visited a big city. He never 
travelled two hundred miles from the place where he was born. He did none 

of those things one usually associates with greatness. 

He had no credentials but himself. 

He was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion turned against him. 
His friends ran away. He was turned over to his enemies and went through a 

mockery of a trial. He was executed by the state. While he was dying, his  
executioners gambled for his clothing, the only property he had on earth. 
When he was dead he was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a 

friend. 

Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of 
the human race and the leader of mankind's progress. All the armies that ever 
marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all 

the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not   affected the life of man on 
this earth as much as that  

One Solitary Life. 
 

http://www.allentowndiocese.org/


Please Pray  
For the  

following  
Intentions… 
For Our Family Members in the Military 
Seaman Recruit Steve Hoffa 
SPC Jeremy Larson 
Jonathan Taylor 
Staff Sgt. Robert Preston 
1st Lieutenant Dana DeMartino 
USN Petty Officer Joseph Scarberry, Jr. 
Lance Corporal David Vogler 
Sergeant Brian Weber 
Sergeant Jason Emerich 
Sergeant David O’Brien 
CDR Brian Blair 
Sergeant Steve Lafond 
USN Petty Officer Jennifer McBride 
Lt. Steve Rohe 
Sergeant Jesse Miele 
USN Petty Officer Stephanie McBride 
SPC Kyle Laskoskie 
1st Lieutenant Eric Antonucci 
Lt. Andrew Moyer, USN 
Airman Josh Bartman 
Airman Morghan Poitras 
Corporal Joshua Taylor  
USN Petty Officer Matthew R. Goldschmidt 
Senior Airman Corey Kelch 
2nd Lieutenant Zachary Bregovi 
Lance Corporal Andrew J. Carpenter  
PV2 Somer Leanne Guhl -1st Calvary Division  
PV2 Ray Fazio  
SFC Ommannan Gonzalez  
LTJG Daniel Patti, USN 
1st LT Joseph Patti, USA 
 PV2 Cole Keenan  
Prayer: 
“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as 
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts that they perform for us in our time of need.  I ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord & Savior.  Amen.” 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, December 25 
9:00 AM- Wanda and Peter Konowal by Carl and 
    Loretta Lawlor  
11:00 AM – Christmas Flower Memorials 
 
Tuesday, December 26 – NO MASS TODAY 
 
Wednesday, December 27  
9:00 AM – Marcella and Harry Sweeney by Ray and 
     Pat Olley 
 
Thursday, December 28 
9:00 AM – Ed Boshell By Fran Boshell 
 
Friday, December 29  
9:00 AM – Joseph    O’Brien by Mom and Dad 
 
Saturday, December 30  
5:00 PM – Greg Binando by Janet and Gabby 
 
Sunday, December 31  
7:30 AM – Antonette and John Williams by Daughter 
  Rose and Granddaughter Antonette  
 
9:00 AM – Lowell Howald by the Family  
 
11:00 AM – Deceased Members of the Curley and 
   Speck Families by the Family  
 
5:00 PM – Mary J. Richardson by Joe and Antonette 
     Fabrizio 

PRAYFUL INTENTIONS  FOR THE WEEK 

Sanctuary Candle 
  In Loving Memory of Antonette Williams & Anna 
Dorazio with Prayerful Thoughts and Remembrance 

forever in our hearts by Granddaughter and Son-in-Law  
 

Bread and Wine  

Loving Memory of Dominick and Caroline  
Di Guglielmo; May they be surrounded by pure light 

and joy in this Christmas Season by daughter,  
Antonette and son-in-law 

 
Please Pray for the Recently Deceased Parishioners 

 Louise Coco and Laszlo Szabo 

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 
Mon Dec 25—Fr. William Linkchorst  
Tue Dec 26—Fr. John Little 
Wed Dec 27—Fr. David Loeper 
Thur Dec 28—Msgr. Richard Loeper 
Fri Dec 29—Fr. James Lofton 
Sat Dec 30—Fr. Kevin Lonergan 
Sun Dec 31—Fr. Lucien Longtin 
 

EXTENDED ADORATION 
Hours of Adoration in our Holy Family Chapel 
Mondays 10 a.m. to Midnight 
Tuesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Wednesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Thursdays Midnight to Midnight  
Fridays Midnight to 6:00 p.m. 
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Apologetics-Defending the Faith 

You understand Mormonism is polytheistic because it 
teaches that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three 
separate gods. When you recently told a pair of      
Mormon missionaries they were polytheists, they   
heatedly denied it, claiming their church teaches the 
doctrine of the "Godhead" of the Trinity and worships 
only one God. What's up?  
Answer 
The answer to your question is: Yes, Mormonism is 
essentially polytheistic. But let's make sure we're 
straight on our terms. In Catholic lingo, "Godhead" is 
another way of saying Trinity in that we understand the 
Godhead as one God comprised of three divine Persons
--not three distinct gods. Polytheism means the       
worship of a plurality of gods. 
 
Some Mormons, recognizing their theology is          
polytheistic, prefer to soften it by referring to their   
religion as "henotheistic," which means the belief in 
many gods but the worship of one chief god. 
 
For Mormons, "Godhead" means a spiritual partnership 
that exists among the three "gods" of this planet: God 
the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Ghost. (Mormons    
usually don't say "Holy Spirit.") 
 
Joseph Smith, the founder of the Mormon Church, de-
clared: "I have always declared God to be a distinct 
personage, Jesus Christ a separate and distinct person-
age from God the Father, and that the Holy Ghost was 
a distinct personage and a spirit; and these three consti-
tute three distinct personages and three distinct 
gods" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 370). 
 
In fact, Mormonism teaches that God the Father is   
essentially a "perfected man" and is limited by a body 
of flesh and bone and thus is limited to time and space. 
He happens to reside on a planet near an uncharted star 
called "Kolob" (Abraham 3:3-9). 
 
Since Mormons worship both God the Father (Doctrine 
and Covenants 18:40) and Jesus Christ (3 Nephi 11:17; 
2 Nephi 25:29), and since they believe the Father and 
Jesus are two separate gods, they truly are polytheists. 
 
For an added, bizarre twist, turn to the Pearl of Great 
Price to see this doctrine contradicted: Moses reported-
ly says, "For God [the Father] said unto me: 'Worship 
God [the Father] for him only shalt thou serve'... Call 
upon God [the Father] in the name of mine only begot-
ten [Jesus] and worship me'... Depart from me, Satan, 
for this one God only [the Father] will I worship, 
which is the God of Glory" (Moses 1:15-20). 
www.catholic.com/qa/is-mormonism-polytheistic 

Ministries & Neighborhood News 

Part-Time Office Assistant 
Our Lady’s Missionaries of the Eucharist, 640 E. Main St., 
Birdsboro, PA 19508  
Our Lady’s Missionaries of the Eucharist is dedicated to 
the spiritual formation of the laity with communities in PA, 
NJ, and VA.  
Part-Time Hours: 2-3 days a week 8:30 am – 3:00 pm. 
Summer hours 1-2 days a week.  
Must be proficient in Microsoft Word.  
Please email resumes to sjn@olme.org. 
 

EXTENDED ADORATION 
Here at St. Columbkill we  have Adoration for the 
following hours and days in our Holy Family Chapel 
Mondays: 10:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. ( 14 hours) 
Tuesdays 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. (24 hours) 
Wednesdays: 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. (24 hours) 
Thursdays: 12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m. (24 hours) 
Fridays: 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (18 hours)  
If interested in spending an hour with Jesus… 
contact Josh Petrauskas at: 
joshp@stcolumbkill.org 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 2018  
LOOK on our Home Page to reserve and pay online!  
 Now is the time to schedule your vacation day from 
work if necessary, so you can join us for this          
incredible pep rally for LIFE!  
 
The day begins with Mass for the Unborn at 6:30am 
before boarding the bus to Washington, DC. The  
program on the National Mall begins at 12 noon and 
the March follows. Cost is $50 per adult . 
 
To reserve a seat go on our website Home Page find 
the March for Life AD and follow the instructions.  
Or drop your check off at the Parish Office made out 
to St. Columbkill Church.  Questions... please contact  
Candee Holzman at :  484-431-2085.or  
candeeh@stcolumbkill.org.  
A Paid Reservation is confirmed ONLY when your 
payment is received. So reserve your seat now! 
 
ALTAR SERVERS 
Starting in 5th grade and continuing through 12th 
grade, our students minister at the Altar each  
weekend. This is an important experience for a  
Catholic student and a service to our parish. Altar 
server training is held in the fall. 
 
Coordinated by Theodore Kochen and Matthew 
Howald  
Contact Parish Secretary to schedule: Lisa De Simone 
at 610-367-2371 
mailto: lisad@stcolumbkill.org   

mailto:sjn@olme.org


UPCOMING 
EVENTS! 
 
The Youth Group would 
like to thank everyone who 
supported us in buying a 
poinsettia the first weekend 
of December at the Food and Craft Fest. We raised 
$330.00 towards our Mission Trip in June. Thank 
you to all the teens and parents who helped sell the 
flowers, too. We sold out at the last Mass! More 
fundraisers will be coming up soon and if you are 
able to support us as we continue to raise money for 
our Mission Trip, we appreciate it more than you 
know! 
 
Birthright Donation THANK YOU! 
Thank you to our teens and their families for  
donating so many baby clothes, diapers and wipes at 
our Christmas Party on 12/10. Birthright depends on 
their Christmas donations to make it the whole year 
to supply needs for their babies and mothers.  
 
Sunday, January 14th 
Monthly Meeting 
Light lunch provided. Please let Heather know if 
you will attend. 
 
Mission Trip Deposits DUE 
If you are going on the Mission Trip, please turn 
your deposit in NOW. Deposits were due Dec. 10th.  
 
Winter Newsletter 
Our teen council has some COOL things planned 
for youth group from now until March. The winter 
newsletter will be ready in the beginning of January. 
Suggestions for activities at meetings are always 
welcome. 
 
Message from your Youth Group Director 

Many blessings to you and your family  
during this Christmas season. I wish that you 
have a great start to the New Year, too. Our 
teens are our future and I am in awe of their 

faith and dedication to serving others.  
Let us learn to be more like our teens!  

Merry Christmas and Happy 2018! 
 

You can reach Heather Shainline, Our Director at: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 

Youth Group (7th-12th Grades) TEEN BLOG 
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 The Blueprint  
How to start reading the Bible (cont.)  

By Mark Hart  
Next, we’ll cover three things you can do as you 
study.                                                     
1.  Pray, and then pray some more . Before you 
open God’s Word, ask the author of that word – 
the Holy Spirit – to be present in a bold and 
fierce way. Quiet yourself,  spend some time in 
silence, and hold the Bible in your hands as you 
pray. Ask God, through the power of His Spirit, 
to open your mind, your eyes and your heart to 
His truth. Thank Him for the gift of His Word, a 
gift that millions have given their lives to de-
fend and offer you the freedom to read and pray. 
It doesn’t have to be a long prayer but take some 
time … this is the most important step in Bible 
study.                                                     
2.  Have a plan. If you were planning on reading 
the Bible cover to cover … don’t. The Bible is-
n’t a novel; it  wasn’t designed to be read from 
Genesis straight through to Revelation. After 
you have studied it  for a while, if you want to 
go back and read it cover to cover,  go for it. Un-
til then you’d be wise to attack it from a differ-
ent angle. Pick one book that you are going to 
start in and make that book your focus for a 
while. If you are starting from scratch, I ’d sug-
gest the Gospel of Mark. St. Mark’s gospel is 
the shortest and easiest to understand.       
3.  Get the background.  If you do start in a Gos-
pel, take the time to learn about who the author 
was, who he was writing to, and what the basic 
themes are of his Gospel account . Ask yourself  
what makes that specif ic account different 
than the other three. Don’t just jump into a 
letter of St. Paul without knowing what is 
going on in the city to which he is writ ing. If 
you are reading a prophet, know what was 
going on in his world at the time.  

Source: https://lifeteen.com/blog/how-to-start-
reading-the-bible 

Young Adults (Ages 18-34) 

Heather Shainline is our Director of both our Youth 
Group and our Young Adult Group. 
Our next meeting for Young Adults will be held in 
January 2018 .  Date TBD. 
 

Merry Christmas!  Happy 2018!! 
 

For information contact Heather at: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org   



 St. Francis Academy 
668 Pine Street 
Bally, PA 
www.sfabally.org 
 

Congratulations to those who earned honors for  the first  
trimester! First Honors:  Gr. 8-Monica Guerin  
Second Honors:  
Gr. 8-Liam Gundersen, Makayla Jones, Autumn Kline, 
Charlotte LaMagna, Theresa Patterson 
Gr. 7-Giovanni Cavaliere, Gianna Graczyk, Helene Freed-
man  
Honorable Mention: 
Gr. 8-Anthony Adamkovic, Dawson Haas-Whalen, Maureen 
Ryan, Annika Snyder, Benjamin Waltenbaugh  
Gr. 7-Nichole Bertino, Christianna Fraschilla, Peyton 
Heffner, Olivia Kauffman, Lucas Kienle, Faith Kriebel, 
Shaun O’Boyle. 
 
The students and staff of SFA would like to wish  
everyone a very Merry Christmas  & Happy New Year! 
 
*Looking ahead to 2018 
-We’ll continue observing our 275th anniversary. 
-Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated from Jan. 28 
to Feb. 2, 2018  Watch for details. 
-Gr. 5 thru 8 will participate in a Social Studies Expo. 
-New teacher website will take place in January 
 
*Please continue to save your Redner’s receipts and 
BoxTops for Education for the school.  
Plastic cash is sold at MBS after all Sunday masses and 
through school on  
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
 
*No Plastic Cash sales on the holiday weekends. 
 

Youth Humor of the Week 
 During the priest's sermon one Sunday, there was a 
loud whistle from one of the back pews.  Johnnie’s 
mom was horrified.  She pinched him into silence.   

 
After Mass she asked, “Johnnie, whatever made you do 

such a thing?” 
 

Johnnie answered quite excitedly,  
“I asked God to teach me to whistle...And He did just 

at that moment & you always told me to use the talents 
God gave me!” 

And Mom could only sigh and smile :)  

Message from St. Francis Academy 
Our Parish Elementary School 
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Bible Quiz (New Quiz Next Week) 

 
1.) Which two books of the New Testament 
did Luke write?  Gospel & Acts of Apostles 
 
2.) What was Luke's occupation?  
Physician 
 
3.) Which of these narratives was recorded 
only by Luke? 
*visit of the wise men 
*the turning of water into wine 
*raising Lazarus from the dead 
*visit of Gabriel to Mary  
(The Annunciation)  
 
4) Which of these narratives was recorded 
only by Luke? 
*Jesus being nailed to the cross 
*Jesus being fed vinegar 
*Jesus being spit upon 
*Jesus sweating blood                                                                                                        
 
5.) Which of these narratives was recorded 
only by Luke? 
*Jesus' discussion with Zacchaeus 
*Jesus being a carpenter 
*Jesus raising the daughter of Jairus 
*Jesus appointing and sending forth the 72  
 
6.) Which of the apostles betrayed Jesus? 
Judas Iscariot 
. 
7.) What is another name for the sermon on 
the mount? The Olivet Chord or Beatitudes 
 
8.) What did Jesus feed to 5,000 people? 
Bread and Fish 
 
9.) What was the name of the Sea where  
Jesus calmed a storm? Sea of Galilee 
 
10.) Who was thrown into a lions' den by 
King Darius?  (Hint: This person prayed to 
God three times a day.) 
Daniel 



Father Marty’s Corner  by Deacon Joe Petrauskas 

 
Today we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  After three weeks of waiting, we now turn our attention to 
the message of trusting in the promises of God and the willingness to say “yes” to God’s will in our lives.  Our 
God is a God of surprises and the biggest surprise of all in the history of mankind was when He sent his       
messenger to a 14-year-old peasant girl in the small remote, impoverished community of Nazareth, to proclaim 
that she is the one that will bring forth into our world, the long-awaited Messiah.  All the angels and saints in 
heaven held their breath waiting anx-
iously for Mary’s response.  “I am the 
handmaid of the Lord.  Be it done to me 
according to your word.”  And all  
heaven and earth rejoiced! 
 
Mary’s question of, “How can this 
be…?”, was not a question of her     
uncertainty, but rather her recognition of the awesomeness of God who can do all things.  How certain are we of 
God’s promise to us?  Do we allow ourselves to experience the awesomeness of God in our own lives?  Are we 
open to the will of God in our lives?  That is the final question in this Advent season for each of us to answer in 
our own hearts.  May our answer always be… “according to your word, Lord.”   

  

Merry Christmas! 

 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a  
virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 
of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, 
"Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you." But she was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
 
"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,  
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
But Mary said to the angel, 
 
"How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?" And the angel said to her in reply, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of God. 
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 
has also conceived a son in her old age, 
and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 
for nothing will be impossible for God." 
Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word." 
Then the angel departed from her.  
  

Third Sunday of Advent—Luke 1: 26-38 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Facilities Faith Lift 

Thank you for your         con-
tinued support of our Facili-
ties Faith Lift       Campaign. 
Your support and prayers 
have been and    continue to 
be vitally       important to the 
success of our three year cam-
paign.      

July 1st marked our two year 
anniversary.  We will contin-
ue to accept new   pledges at 

any time during our cam-
paign. Please contact Gayle at the parish office if you 

wish to fill out a commitment card to pledge.  We have 
reached our $1,000,000 goal in pledges received….we 
are still accepting pledges!!   Your continued generous 

support is appreciated. 
Please contact Gayle Fontaine at the parish office if you 

have any questions at all concerning your pledge        
payment.   

Thank you for your continued support of our               
Facilities Faith Lift Campaign! 
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THANK YOU CHILDREN!! 
 

Our Penny Pledge total to date is: $11,584.14  !!!  
CONGRATULATIONS and thank you for your 
help in making this milestone a reality.   
 
Father Marty announced this in September at the 
Children’s Mass. 
 
Our new Penny Pledge Milestone is $15,000. 
Please continue to bring in your pennies and deposit 
them into the coin container in the narthex for the 
remaining months of our campaign. 
Every penny counts!!   

We wish to thank you for your consistent giving!   

How are Catholics, Stewards of Vocation? 
Jesus calls us, as his disciples, to a new way of 
life—the Christian way of life—of which  
stewardship is part. But Jesus does not call us as 
nameless people in a faceless crowd. He calls us 
individually, by name. Each one of us—clergy, 
religious, lay person; married, single; adult, 
child—has a personal vocation. God intends each 
one of us to play a unique role in carrying out the 
divine plan. The challenge, then, is to understand 
our role—our vocation—and to respond  
generously to this call from God. Christian  
vocation entails the practice of stewardship. In  
addition, Christ calls each of us to be stewards of 
our personal vocations, which we receive from 
God.  
Source: www.usccb.org 
 
Facilities Faith Lift Prayer  
Thank you, Father, for every blessing comes from 
you. You gifted us with time, talent and treasure. 
Teach us to give time first to You. Teach us how to 
pray. You bestowed on us unique talents. By  
unifying our gifts, You  
connect us as one body. Teach us how to serve. 
Time and talent together create our treasures. 
Teach us how to glorify YOU with every breath of 
our lives.  
Amen!  
 
Facilities Faith Lift New Pledges!! 
Come and see our newly renovated Quinn Hall. 
It is awesome to watch the progress of our  
growing and vibrant parish family!! 
 Our Pledge Campaign still has a little less than a 
year left and if you have not pledged to this won-
derful campaign we are asking you to consider do-
ing so.  In the spirit of  
St. Francis of Assisi…we are begging! 
There are pledge cards in the Narthex of the 
Church.  Thank you for all of your support! 



Parish News and Information 

The Knights Corner 

OUR SENIOR 
GROUP 
 
NEXT SENIOR GROUP 
MONTHLY  
MEETING : 
 
January 11, 2018 
In Quinn Hall 
 
Next scheduled trip is Jan 3-2018 to Sands Casino in 
Bethlehem. More info to come shortly. 
  
For information about trips or to sign up  

Contact Peg Bryan at 610 754-7516 or  email at 
stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net 

 
SENIORS GROUP  
Group is open to people 50 years of age and have paid 
their current membership dues. 

 Call Don Gilbert for info on joining!  
610-369-5950 

From our St. Columbkill  
Knights of Columbus Council 

 
  
 

 
 
Starting January 2018 the monthly breakfast 
will switch to the FIRST Sunday of  every 
month. JANUARY 7TH  is next breakfast! 
 
2. Pre-Super Bowl Party to be held 
on Saturday  February 3rd after 
the 5:00 Mass.    
 
3. St. Valentines Day Dance to be held 
on Saturday February 17 after the 5:00 Mass 
 
4. Prime Rib & Crab Cake Dinner to be held 
on Saturday April 21 after the 5:00 Mass 

Did you know?  
That we know the year when John the Baptist  
began teaching historically? Luke gives us an  
extraordinarily precise date for the beginning of 
John’s ministry. He writes: 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius  
Caesar . . . the word of God came to John the son 
of Zechariah in the wilderness; and he went into 
all the region about the Jordan, preaching a  
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
[Luke 3:1-3]. 
“The fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar” is most 
naturally understood as a reference to A.D. 29. 
This is important also because Luke suggests that 
Jesus’ ministry began shortly after John’s did, 
which places the likely date of Jesus’ baptism in 
A.D. 29 or early A.D. 30. 
 
Question:  When does the Christmas Season end  
in the Church’s liturgical calendar? 
Last Week’s Answer:  Why is January 1st a Holy 
Day of Obligation on the Church’s calendar? It is 
a Holy Day of Obligation, celebrating 
the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, 
under the aspect of her motherhood of Jesus 
Christ, whom Catholic Christians see as the Lord, 
Son of God. It is celebrated by the Latin Rite of 
the Catholic Church on January 1st.  In the U.S.A. 
Catholic must attend Mass on this Holy Day, ex-
cept when it falls on a Friday, Saturday or  
Monday. 

And you can look all of this up! 
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Mass Schedule  Christmas & New Years! 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE - December 24, 2017 
5:00 pm Church  
5:00 pm Quinn Hall 
8:00 pm Church 
11:00 pm Church 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY - December 25, 2017 
9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 
MASSES FOR NEW YEAR'S 
December 31, 2017 New Year's Eve 5:00 pm 
 
January 1, 2018 New Year's Day (  
9:00 am and 11:00 am 

mailto:stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net


Parish News and Events 

3RD ANNUAL ST. COLUMBKILL CHILI COOKOFF – JANUARY 20TH!                             
Put your chili to the test and you could win one of 4 great prizes…including the coveted CHILI PEPPER TROPHY 
AND CASH PRIZES! Don’t have a recipe to enter but still love great chili?  Purchase your ticket to attend the 
event and you will have the opportunity to taste some of the best chili recipes in town and vote for the best…you 
could win a quart of chili!  There will also be craft beer and wine sampling as well as other great foods for  
sampling and purchase.  You can listen and dance to great music provided by Scott Entertainment.  Kids can enjoy 
the new Activity Area!  Only 20 contestant spots are available so enter before it’s too late!  To enter, please email 
Mike Lineman at michaell@stcolumbkill.org or call 610.689.0755.  Tickets and entries are available in the Parish 
Office or Narthex after all weekend masses. 
 
LOOKING FOR A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT THAT COULD BE WORTH $500?   
Purchase St. Columbkill Daily Lottery Tickets!  Each ticket is a gift that keeps giving... 28 chances to win a cash 
prize from $100-$500 during the month of February…and each ticket can win more than once!  These tickets make 
great Christmas presents for just $20! Only 1000 tickets being sold…get your tickets early so you can reserve your 
favorite numbers.  Nearly $5000 in cash prizes will be available to win.  Tickets are available for purchase in the 
Parish Office.  GOOD LUCK! 
 
Life AD Donation Coupon 
Be counted when we publish this anti-abortion/pro-life ad in the Reading Eagle on Sunday, Jan 22, 2018. The  
suggested donation is $6/person, $12/couple or family.  Sandra Eidle will be in the Narthex taking Names on the  
weekends of December 9/10and 16/17or make donations (check payable to “Life Ad”) into your Sunday Mass  
collection or mail to: St. Ignatius Loyola Rectory 2810 St. Albans Dr. Sinking Spring, Pa. 19608. Make sure your 
name, parish name & Phone # attached. 
 
Notary Public Lisa De Simone of our office staff is a certified notary public. She is authorized to perform the legal 
formalities of a notary, especially to draw up or certify contracts, deeds, and other documents for use in other  
jurisdictions. To contact Lisa you can call her at the Parish Office: 610-367-2371. Or email her 
at: lisad@stcolumbkill.org 
 
2018 Parish Calendar 
This weekend you can pick up our 2018 Parish Calendar.  We hope you enjoy it!  We’d like to thank Greg 
Catagnus & Catagnus Funeral Home & Cremation Center Inc. for financially sponsoring our calendar. 
 
Bible Study Group 
Our Bible Study Group here at St. Columbkill meets every Thursday after the 9 a.m. Mass in the EHST Room.  
Contact Margaret Chovanes at: margaretc@stcolumbkill.org for more information.  ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Page 9 

mailto:michaell@stcolumbkill.org
tel:(610)%20367-2371
mailto:lisad@stcolumbkill.org


Sacramental Life 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

 Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or any time by contacting the Parish Office 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 - 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 12:15 p.m. 
 Baptism Prep Classes for parents and godparents are held the 2nd of the month at 12:15 p.m.  

in the EHST Room.  
Sacrament of Matrimony 

 Arrangements must be made a minimum of 6 months in advance.   
All Couples must participate in the Marriage Prep Program. 

Staff Directory 
 
Pastor - Father Martin F. Kern 
Weekend Assistant – Fr. Kevin Bobbin 
Deacons -  James Kochu, Joseph L. Paschall,  
Joseph Petrauskas, Michael V. Woodall, Emeritus 
Administrative Assistants - Lisa De Simone: 
lisad@stcolumbkill.org     
Along  with:   Mary Lou  Heisler, and Joann Rivera 
Chief Financial Officer/Campaign Coordinator -  
Gayle B. Fontaine 
Parish Visitor - Sister Jean Wickenheiser OSF  
Parish School, St. Francis Academy -  
Deacon Thomas J. Murphy, Headmaster 
Director of Preschool—Adriana Segaline;               
preschool@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Religious Education - Constance J. Boyer: 
connieb@stcolumbkill.org    
Coordinators of Religious Education   
Patricia & Joseph Petrauskas 
Director of Youth Ministry - Heather Shainline: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Music - Deborah Maskrey 
Director Communications/Marketing - 
George A. DeFrehn, OFS: georged@stcolumbkill.org 
RCIA Coordinator—Margaret Chovanes 610-248-2171 
Volunteer Coordinator—Mary Snyder  
 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coord. - Wendy S Krisak, 
MA, NCC, LPC   Direct Line  800-791-9209 
Diocesan Safe Environment Coord. - Sr. Meg Cole, 
SSJ,MS.LMFT,  610-332-0442, ext. 2019 
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Weekly and Monthly Meetings  
 Alcoholics Anonymous meets each Monday          

@ 5:30 p.m.in Ehst Room 
 

 Over-eaters Anonymous meets each Monday      
 @  Noon in Ehst Room 
 

 Rosary Group meets each Monday evening in  
Chapel at 7 p.m. during Adoration 

 
 Men’s Prayer Group meets with Deacon Jim the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
 

 The Shawl Ministry meets the third Tuesday of each 
month in the Conference Room at 10 a.m. 

 
 Human Concerns Ministry meets on the 1st Wed. of 

each month at 7 pm in parish Conference Room 
 

 Charismatic Prayer –Bible Group Meets each 
Wednesday @ 7:15 p.m. in Quinn Hall– Info: Sue -

 610-367-4711 or Don dondenick@comcast.net  
 

 The Senior Group meets 2nd Thursday of each 
month in Quinn Hall at 1 p.m. 

 
 Bible Study held on Thursday mornings following 

the 9 a.m. Mass in the Ehst Room.  
 

 Patriotic Rosary Group 2nd-3rd-4th Saturday of 
each month 9 a.m. Contact Sue Fryer 484-415-5128  
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