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Sr. Meg Cole 

Don’t forget 
 

Mark Your  
Calendars 

 
Lent 

Begins this year 
On 

Ash Wednesday 
 

February 14 
2018 

    
"Let us go on 

to the  
nearby  
villages 

that I may 
preach there 

also. 
For this  

purpose have I 
come."  

  

 
 

 
Mark 

1: 
29-39 

St. Columbkill  
All Guests and New  

Parishioners are most   
WELCOME! 

Please go to our home 
page where you can 

register online to join 
our wonderful parish 

family! 

   www.allentowndiocese.org  

Mission Statement:  We are a Catholic community drawing people to follow Jesus and His message of love. 

Page 1 

SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION  

 
IS HEARD EVERY  
SATURDAY FROM  
4 P.M. TO 4:45 P.M.  

 
BEFORE THE  
SATURDAY  

EVENING VIGIL 
MASS 

5th Sunday 
Ordinary Time 

 Hear Ye, Hear Ye!!!  
 

IN CASE YOU FORGOT! 
We have “Extended Adoration”  
of the Most Blessed Sacrament  

In Our Holy Family Chapel FIVE days per week!! 
 

As we enter the Lenten Season on Feb 14 Ash Wednesday 
Why not make it part of your Spiritual Plan to  

Visit Our Lord in Adoration 
 

Even if you can only stop in for 5 minutes to say, 
“Hello Lord!” 

  
Here are the hours of Adoration 
Mondays 10 a.m.. to Midnight 
Tuesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Wednesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Thursdays Midnight to Midnight 
Fridays Midnight to 6 p.m. 

http://www.allentowndiocese.org/


Please Pray  
For the  

following  
Intentions… 
For Our Family Members in the Military 
Seaman Recruit Steve Hoffa 
SPC Jeremy Larson 
Jonathan Taylor 
Staff Sgt. Robert Preston 
1st Lieutenant Dana DeMartino 
USN Petty Officer Joseph Scarberry, Jr. 
Lance Corporal David Vogler 
Sergeant Brian Weber 
Sergeant Jason Emerich 
Sergeant David O’Brien 
CDR Brian Blair 
Sergeant Steve Lafond 
USN Petty Officer Jennifer McBride 
Lt. Steve Rohe 
Sergeant Jesse Miele 
USN Petty Officer Stephanie McBride 
SPC Kyle Laskoskie 
1st Lieutenant Eric Antonucci 
Lt. Andrew Moyer, USN 
Airman Josh Bartman 
Airman Morghan Poitras 
Corporal Joshua Taylor  
USN Petty Officer Matthew R. Goldschmidt 
Senior Airman Corey Kelch 
2nd Lieutenant Zachary Bregovi 
Lance Corporal Andrew J. Carpenter  
PV2 Somer Leanne Guhl -1st Calvary Division  
PV2 Ray Fazio  
SFC Ommannan Gonzalez  
LTJG Daniel Patti, USN 
1st LT Joseph Patti, USA 
 PV2 Cole Keenan  
Prayer: 
“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as 
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts that they perform for us in our time of need.  I ask this in the 
name of Jesus, our Lord & Savior.  Amen.” 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Monday, February 5 
9 AM -Anthony & Edith Del Ciotto by George Harig 
 
Tuesday, February 6 
9 AM – Nikolaus Botscheller by wife, Betty  
   Botscheller & Family 
 
Wednesday, February 7 
9 AM – Regina Chapman by Amy Baker & Family 
 
Thursday, February 8 
9 AM – Amanda Binsfeld by Kim, Louise & Ryan 
     Hannahoe 
 
Friday, February 9 
9 AM – James T. Cunningham by Carl & Loretta  
     Lawlor 
 
Saturday, February 10 
5 PM – Mary Ann Droege by the Droege Family 
 
Sunday, February 11 
7:30 AM – Living and Deceased of St. Columbkill 
 
9 AM – Eugenie A. Harlow by Carol Steinhoff 
 
11 AM – Mary Ceil Landry by Bob & Diane Morgan 

PRAYFUL INTENTIONS  FOR THE WEEK 

Sanctuary Candle 
   In Loving Memory of Henry Droege by Thomas, Megan 

and Abby  
Bread and Wine  

In Memory of Betty Maskrey 

Altar Flowers 
Call the office to honor someone with Altar Flowers   

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased who  
            are Relatives of Parishioners 

Charles Bergstresser brother of Sandra Eidle   
Mary Lake mother of Guy Wakefield 
John Jones father of Christine Ziemak 

 

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS 
Mon Feb 05—Msgr. Francis Nave 
Tue Feb 06—Fr. Anthony Nyari 
Wed Feb 07—Fr. Bernard O’Connor 
Thur Feb 08—Msgr. Edward O’Connor 
Fri Feb 09—Fr. John O’Neill 
Sat Feb 10—Fr. Richard O’Nyamwaro  
Sun Feb 11—Msgr. Thomas Orsulak 
 

EXTENDED ADORATION 
Hours of Adoration in our Holy Family Chapel 
Mondays 10 a.m. to Midnight 
Tuesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Wednesdays Midnight to Midnight 
Thursdays Midnight to Midnight  
Fridays Midnight to 6:00 p.m. 
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Catechism of the Catholic Church 

8. What are the next stages of God's Revelation? 
 
God chose Abram, calling him out of his country, making 
him “the father of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:5), 
and promising to bless in him “all the nations of the 
earth” (Genesis 12:3). The people descended from Abra-
ham would be the trustee of the divine promise made to 
the patriarchs. God formed Israel as his chosen people, 
freeing them from slavery in Egypt, establishing with 
them the covenant of Mount Sinai, and, through Moses, 
giving them his law. The prophets proclaimed a radical 
redemption of the people and a salvation which would 
include all nations in a new and everlasting covenant. 
From the people of Israel and from the house of King Da-
vid, would be born the Messiah, Jesus. 
Further reading: CCC 59-64, 72 
 
 
9. What is the full and definitive stage of God's Revela-
tion? 
 
The full and definitive stage of God’s revelation is ac-
complished in his Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, the me-
diator and fullness of Revelation. He, being the only-
begotten Son of God made man, is the perfect and defini-
tive Word of the Father. In the sending of the Son and the 
gift of the Spirit, Revelation is now fully complete, alt-
hough the faith of the Church must gradually grasp its full 
significance over the course of centuries. 
“In giving us his Son, his only and definitive Word, God 
spoke everything to us at once in this sole Word, and he 
has no more to say.” (Saint John of the Cross) 
Further reading: CCC 65-66, 73 
 
10. What is the value of private revelations? 
 
While not belonging to the deposit of faith, private reve-
lations may help a person to live the faith as long as they 
lead us to Christ. The Magisterium of the Church, which 
has the duty of evaluating such private revelations, cannot 
accept those which claim to surpass or correct that defini-
tive Revelation which is Christ.   
Further reading: CCC 67 
 
 
11. Why and in what way is divine revelation transmit-
ted? 
 
God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4), that is, of Jesus 
Christ. For this reason, Christ must be proclaimed to all 
according to his own command, “Go forth and teach all 
nations” (Matthew 28:19). And this is brought about by 
Apostolic Tradition. 
Further reading: CCC 74 
 

Ministries & Neighborhood News 

RETROUVAILLE 
Is your marriage going down the right road . . . or is it 
a little off track? Life can be difficult, and so can the 
challenges you face in marriage. 
Does the distance between you seem wide? Are you 
already separated? Looking for a better way? 
Retrouvaille can help and offers hope for a better re-
lationship. Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volun-
teer couples that can help you to learn the tools of 
healthy communication, build intimacy and heal, just 
as they have done in their own marriages. 
Retrouvaille is Christian-based, and Catholic in 
origin, but welcomes couples of all faiths as well as 
non-religious couples.  Retrouvaille can help get your 
relationship back on track. The next program begins 
on the weekend of February 16th at the Family Life 
Center in Malvern, PA. Additional weekends will be 
held in April and August. For more information, or to 
register for one of our weekends, visit our web site 
at: www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call  
1-800-470-2230. All inquiries are kept strictly confi-
dential. 
 
MBS Parish Mission—Bally, PA 
FEBRUARY 18- 21 -7PM PRAYER SERVICE 
EACH EVENINGCONFESSIONS 6-630PM EACH 
EVENING MASS AT 8AM EACH MORNING In a 
real sense the Lenten road to Easter is a microcosm of 
our pilgrimage to eternity!  
Our Restless Hearts Need God’s GPS From Here to 
Eternity! with Fr. Denis Wilde, OSA, Associate  
Director – Priests for Life Daily Themes:  
Sunday-Where is that GPS when I need it? Our  
destiny is mapped with the compass of Conscience 
and Creed.  
Monday- That GPS is handed on to us! Our Church 
lavishes Sacraments to set our eternal bearings.  
Tuesday- People of Life leave no one by the wayside! 
All lives matter – born and unborn –rescued,  
welcomed and revered on the Way.  
Wednesday- Our Life, Our Sweetness and Our Hope! 
Our Lady points us to her Son, the Way on our  
journey, Who in turn offers Truth and Life forever!  
 
ANNUNLMENTS 
Someone who has suffered the pain of divorce is  
entitled to petition the Bishop for an annulment. An 
annulment declares that the previous marriage was 
not a valid sacrament. 
 
When an annulment has been granted the person may 
enter another marriage in the Church. The Priests and 
Deacons of the parish are happy to help in the  
processing of annulments.  Please call Fr. Marty at  
610-367-2371 at our Parish Office to set up an  
appointment.  

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjk2uwyAQg0-T7IqGv0xYsMiTmnukw6REJaUCnnL9okpefLIty8Gj1ArNeHgFcgYJFmZrwAgpUC_yvk6LWvFu5_VvMLCnTK93biwon2P0MxtSaJ2DTUl4IDqnJ20RVMCwuzAmH1v7DHoZ1Np1XZegrcWcDqKSay28c-E3_QZ7oYdM8ajnr68HJTtU3grFDtbdJjMW_-Rcnhz6odoop__z8TpSEt38Aok
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjk0OhCAUg0-jS8KfggsWTqL3gMdTjCgTYOL1h5h08aVtmnqjmOBK9ofhlGnK6ED1IKkkjCgxs2UdZ76qZdDrp5N0iwnOO1UkkK4-GKtGp5icnEXvnQPruHDaThqkVcxDH02o9duJueNr0_M8BGwNKR4AOZWSccOMN7yDrdBChHCU6-2LjrMGBW2G0EDxPpsdU97RtzelQoq_y51HjKSZf74HP3s
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdTksOgyAUPI3sSvgJumBhE72HPJ5iitIAjdcvMZnFZH4Zbw2XwihyWMH4wDjr2dArpiinRk58XvQkFjP3w_LuFNtigs-VKlJIJwkWDa6tZDappEc1gt-kg1E74dbRME-iDbV-Ozl1Ymm475vCWkOKB0BOpWTcMOMFz2ALNBMhHOV88rITvJGCa4bQiO5fWpNsd0x5R98OlQop_k73OWKkTfwDLhQ_lg
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjksOhCAYg0-DS8IbXbBwEr0H_KAYUSbAxOsPMeniS9s09UZTzrQYDsMIHQklkoxSEIEp1nymy6pmtupFjusHCbKlDOedW8CQryEaK5iSkwfhmN2UtNJNykvvnCVKgJuGZGJrX8RnxNau53kw2BZzOgBKrrWELZRwwzvYCz0MEI96vX2OGO1Qgy0QO2g-FLOHXPbg-5vaIKff5c4jJdzNP3dePvI
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjsEOgyAQRL9Gj4RdVqUHDqap_6HLWkyxNEDj75c0mcPLzGQy3k1gcKL-cKjBatBWWxpoUKAISMMyzPflMVuzUEd6j4lf71RFcTr74ATpto27v5H3BJYRN4OjRfDbZEGbPrpQ66czc4dL03VditcaUjyYcyolyy5Z3vwfbIUWCoejnP--6RAaFFkzhwbj1Gf3lJSf4tubUjnF77m9jhhVM3_-3T3z
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjkEOhCAUQ0-DS_I_guCChZmM99AviBGHCTDx-kNMunhpm6ab1dgLLbvDCkADCAaMVFJx5BIl4Kym1_yeTD9LJsHHROcnVccpXV2wKykc9DgsevTrSHpEL0B5BQJW44m6aEOtX9ZPTMxN931zWmpI8SDKqZTsvMvuQ89gK7TQUTjK9fR7JrBBcUum0KD9zHZ3Ke9ua29KpRR_13oeMfJm_gErGD5e
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001n2F01sfJQzompkGx2VL5Lbx-CJ5mtEhYMsGahU9ZI0NoC0z8kCDOjYFeHczULoIoBNQcqOV1umdWXSenCcdEwcEnQjRjxettwcCu89KVTfgKnaHhPVF3dT2SwB6fQG2a39hodyR8ymq_9_TLysi736U1eq0X_cbV&c=fBDfhlUy9EhngOUS3lihMANnf0cPfk_Stcciv8mylXUHt0HHMgaE7g==&ch=97WCi


UPCOMING 
EVENTS! 
 
 
  
 

Sat./Sun. February 10th 
and 11th 
Youth Group will be having a Valentine’s Day 
Bake Sale after all Masses in the Narthex. 
Teens: Please sign up to help make and sell 
baked goods. All baked goods should be  
handmade. All proceeds will go to the Mission 
Trip in June. 
  
Sunday, February 11th 
Happy Valentine’s Day!! 
Monthly Meeting -  12:30—2:00 pm 
Light lunch provided. Let Heather know if you 
will be coming. Finish selling goodies upstairs 
then come on down! Please note the time 
change above! 
  
Friday, February 23rd 
BEAR CREEK: Tubing, Skiing & Snow  
Boarding 
5:00—10:00 pm 
Prices will be sent in an email. Sign up by Feb. 
5th- no exceptions! Family, friends and those 
with season passes are also welcome! 
 
Mission Trip deposits DUE! 
If you are planning to come on the Mission Trip 
to Cumberland, MD in June, your deposits were 
due back in December. There are still 9 spots 
left. Any questions about this trip, please con-
tact Heather. 
 
Steubenville deposits DUE! 
If you are planning on attending Steubenville in 
July, please turn your deposits in by February 
1st. Any questions about this trip, please contact 
Heather  
 
Heather Shainline is the Director of our vibrant 
Youth Group.  She can be reached at: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 

Youth Group (7th-12th Grades) TEEN BLOG 
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What Jesus Thinks About  
“That One Sin” by SAM BREBNER 
 

“Neither do I condemn you” 
Unlike the woman caught in adultery, 
when you or I sin we probably don’t have 
to deal with a crowd of religious leaders 
throwing accusations at us. But if you’re 
anything like me, you probably facing a 
barrage of condemnation inside your own 
head – voices telling you that you’re 
worthless, that you’re weak, that you’re 
unworthy.  

Jesus doesn’t think like that. He doesn’t 
condemn you. He isn’t up there thinking 
“Ha! You sinned! Off to Hell you go!” 
Jesus is thinking the same thing that He 
was thinking thousands of years ago, 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I 
have called you by name, you are 
Mine” (Isaiah 43:1). Jesus doesn’t love 
us more when we are being good and less 
when we aren’t. God just loves us. Un-
conditionally and always.  

I’ve found that one of the most power 
ways to overcome negative thoughts of 
self-condemnation is with Scripture:  

 If you feel like there’s no way God 
could love someone who keep going back 
to the same sin over and over, know that 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end. 
They are new every morn-
ing” (Lamentations 3:22-23). 

 If you feel too broken to start over, 
know that Jesus is one who makes “all 
things new” (Revelation 21:5).  
If you feel too weak to overcome the 
temptation, believe that you can do all 
things “through Him who strengthens 
you” (Philippians 4:13).  
 
(Continued Next Week)  
 
Source:  
https://lifeteen.com/blog/jesus-thinks-one-sin/ 
 
 

mailto:youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org
https://lifeteen.com/blog/author/sbrebner/


 St. Francis Academy 
668 Pine Street 
Bally, PA 
www.sfabally.org 
 

Feb. 7 - Second Grade First communion Enrollment 
Ceremony 1:30 p.m. 
 
Feb. 9 - School Liturgy 10:45 a.m. 
 
A big thank you to our Home & School volunteers and 
everyone who helped us to celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week 2018. 
 
Reminder-Registration and re-registration for the 2018-
19 school year is taking place now.  Any questions, 
please call school 610-845-7364. 
 
Anniversary Committee 
Thank you for the great response to our 275th anniver-
sary mailing.  The mailing was sent to MBS parishion-
ers.  St. Columbkill mailing in progress.  We have since 
sent the same information to non-parishioner alumni 
whose addresses we have thanks to our data base or 
family members who called us.  We’d love to hear 
from any alumni that we missed, but we need names 
and current addresses.  We’re trying to get our infor-
mation out to as many people as possible.  Our 275th is 
a milestone for all of us to celebrate. 
 
Please continue to save your Redner’s receipts and 
BoxTops for Education for the school.  Plastic cash is 
sold at MBS after all Sunday masses and through 
school on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
 

Youth Humor of the Week 
 
A man fell asleep in the congregation during Mass at a 
church in New York City in the front pew. 
 
The priest  whispered to the young boy sitting beside 
the man to wake him up at the end of his sermon. 
 
The boy, who was a native New Yorker, looked up at 
the priest and said, “ Hey Fadda...why don’t you wake 
him up...after all it wazz you who put ‘im to sleep?!” 
 

And the priest who grew up in Brooklyn...smiled 

Message from St. Francis Academy 
Our Parish Elementary School 
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Bible Quiz (New Quiz Next Week) 

From which catastrophe does  
Joseph save Egypt?  Famine 
 
How does God first appear to  
Moses?  Burning Bush 
 
What object that God gives Moses  
allows him to perform signs and  
wonders?  Wooden Staff 
 
How does God feed the Israelites in 
the desert?  Manna from Heaven 
 
What does David bring to Jerusalem 
to bless the religious city?   
Ark of the Covenant 
 
Who is Elisha?   
Elijah’s apprentice & successor  
 
What does King Solomon do in  
Israel?  Builds the Temple 
 
What gift does Solomon ask God for?  
Wisdom 
 
Who wrote this line “The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want”?  King 
David 
 
What does the name “Eve” mean? 
“Mother of all Living” 
 
Who married Abraham?  Sarah 
 
This woman remained with her  
mother-in-law, Naomi, after Naomi’s 
husband and sons died.  Ruth 



Father Marty’s Corner  

I find that when I preach I generally focus on the gospel.  It is a good thing to look to the gospel for our 
weekly encouragement and challenge because the gospel contains the very words of Jesus.  However, 
every now and again, I find that I am drawn to words of the Old Testament or the New Testament for 
consideration.  This week is one of those times.   
 
The Old Testament reading from Job 
is fitting for the dark, cold season of 
Winter.  If you are not depressed and 
want to become depressed, please 
read this scripture passage  
repeatedly and it will lull you into a 
sad state.   Actually, Job has a tough 
life.  It is filled with misery on many 
levels.  Yet, he never despairs of God’s abiding presence.   
 
I believe that we need to have Job’s disposition in the midst of challenges and painful situations.  Hope 
can guide us through the most difficult trials.  Remember that the evil one rejoices in our despair.   
Satan tried to break Job but he did not succeed.   
 
May we have the patience and the hope that kept Job on the journey to heaven!  

On leaving the synagogue 
Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew with James and John. 
Simon's mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. 
They immediately told him about her. 
He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her up. 
Then the fever left her and she waited on them. 
 
When it was evening, after sunset, 
they brought to him all who were ill or possessed by demons. 
The whole town was gathered at the door. 
He cured many who were sick with various diseases, 
and he drove out many demons, 
not permitting them to speak because they knew him. 
 
Rising very early before dawn, he left  
and went off to a deserted place, where he prayed. 
Simon and those who were with him pursued him 
and on finding him said, "Everyone is looking for you." 
He told them, "Let us go on to the nearby villages 
that I may preach there also. 
For this purpose have I come." 
So he went into their synagogues, 
preaching and driving out demons throughout the whole of Galilee.  

5th Sunday Ordinary Time—Mark 1: 29-39 
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STEWARDSHIP 
Facilities Faith Lift 

Thank you for your         con-
tinued support of our Facili-
ties Faith Lift       Campaign. 
Your support and prayers 
have been and    continue to 
be vitally       important to the 
success of our three year cam-
paign.      

July 1st marked our two year 
anniversary.  We will contin-
ue to accept new   pledges at 

any time during our cam-
paign. Please contact Gayle at the parish office if you 

wish to fill out a commitment card to pledge.  We have 
reached our $1,000,000 goal in pledges received….we 
are still accepting pledges!!   Your continued generous 

support is appreciated. 
Please contact Gayle Fontaine at the parish office if you 

have any questions at all concerning your pledge        
payment.   

Thank you for your continued support of our               
Facilities Faith Lift Campaign! 
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THANK YOU CHILDREN!! 
 

Our Penny Pledge total to date is: $12,079.49  !!!  
CONGRATULATIONS and thank you for your 
help in making this milestone a reality.   
 
Father Marty announced this in September at the 
Children’s Mass. 
 
Our new Penny Pledge Milestone is $15,000. 
Please continue to bring in your pennies and deposit 
them into the coin container in the narthex for the 
remaining months of our campaign. 
Every penny counts!!   

We wish to thank you for your consistent giving!   

Fiscal Year July 2017 —June 2018  
Weekend of Jan 20 & Jan 21—2018  

 
Wkly. offering necessary for Budget……$13,800.00  
Actual Weekly Offering …………...........$16,271.92  
Net Weekly Overage…………………….  $2,471.92 
YTD Budget Offering…………………. $414,000.00  
YTD Actual Offering …………………..$391,141.30 
YTD Shortage..………………………...-$22,858.70  
Growing our Faith End-Of-Year-Gifts….$28,976.45 
Net Year-to-Date Surplus………………..$6,117.75 
 

 Weekend of Jan 27 & Jan 28—2018  
 
Wkly. offering necessary for Budget……$13,800.00  
Actual Weekly Offering …………...........$12,260.92  
Net Weekly Shortage.………………….  -$1,539.08 
YTD Budget Offering…………………. $427,800.00  
YTD Actual Offering …………………..$403,402.22 
YTD Shortage..………………………….-$24,397.78  
Growing our Faith End-Of-Year-Gifts….$28,976.45 
Net Year-to-Date Surplus………………..$4,578.67 
 

Fuel Collection: $3,295.00 
  

 
Facilities Faith Lift Prayer  
Thank you, Father, for every blessing 
comes from you. You gifted us with time, 
talent and treasure. Teach us to give time 
first to You. Teach us how to pray. You 
bestowed on us unique talents. By unify-
ing our gifts, You connect us as one body. 
Teach us how to serve. Time and talent 
together create our treasures. Teach us 
how to glorify YOU with every breath of 
our lives.  
Amen!  
 



Parish News and Information 

The Knights Corner 

OUR SENIOR GROUP 
 
NEXT SENIOR GROUP 
MONTHLY  
MEETING : 
 
February 8, 2018 
In Quinn Hall at 1 PM 
 

SENIOR GROUP  
REMEMBER THE AUCTION FOR THE JANUARY MEETING 

  
For information about trips or to sign up  

Contact Peg Bryan at 610 754-7516 or  email at 
stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net 

SENIORS GROUP  
Group is open to people 50 years of age and have paid their 
current membership dues. 

 Call Don Gilbert for info on joining!  
610-369-5950 

From our St. Columbkill  
Knights of Columbus Council 

 
 
 
 

 
 Starting January 2018 the monthly 

breakfast will switch to 
the FIRST Sunday of  every month. 
This Sunday February 4, 2018, is our 
next  breakfast. 

   
 St. Valentines Day Dance to be held 

on Saturday February 17 after 
the 5:00 Mass 

 
 Prime Rib & Crab Cake Dinner to be 

held on Saturday April 21 after 
the 5:00 Mass 

 
If you'd like to learn more about the Knight of  
Columbus please visit their website at:  
http://kofc16544.org 
 

Did you know?  
Lent is one of the oldest observations on the Christian 
calendar. Its purpose has always been the same: self-
examination and penitence, demonstrated by self-
denial, in preparation for Easter. Early church father 
Irenaeus of Lyons (c.130-c.200) wrote of such a sea-
son in the earliest days of the church, but back then it 
lasted only two or three days, not the 40 observed 
today.  In 325 A.D., the Council of Nicaea discussed 
a 40-day Lenten season of fasting, but it's unclear 
whether its original intent was just for new Christians 
preparing for Baptism, but it soon encompassed the 
whole Church.  Until the 600s, Lent began on Quad-
ragesima (Fortieth) Sunday, but Gregory the Great 
(c.540-604) moved it to a Wednesday, now called 
Ash Wednesday, to secure the exact number of 40 
days in Lent—not counting Sundays, which were 
feast days. 
 
Question:  How is Easter Sunday determined? 
 
Last Week’s Answer:  Who is St. Catherine of Siena? 
What is she famous for?  Saint Catherine of Si-
ena TOSD (March 25, 1347 in Siena – April 29, 1380 
in Rome), was a tertiary of the Dominican Order and 
a Scholastic philosopher and theologian. She also 
worked to bring the papacy of Gregory XI back 
to Rome from its displacement in France and to es-
tablish peace among the Italian city-states. She is 
believed, in Catholicism, to have had miraculous vi-
sions and felt herself to be united in marriage 
with Jesus, stating in her letters that she wore the 
wedding ring he gave her but that it was invisible.  

And you can look it up? 
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Baptisms for November and December 2017 
 
Kylan Timothy – son of Joseph & Vanessa  
     Bowers 
 
Jordyne Anne – daughter of Jason Cruz &  
   Joanellyn Schubert 
 
Giulia Claire – daughter of Matthew &  
    Amanda Garr 
 
Jocelynn Deanna – daughter of Gary Juck Jr. & 
    Christine Bellino 
 
Dylan Patrick – son of William Jr. & Callie  
     O’Brien 
 
Landon John – son of Eric & Tara Sartor 
 
Tristan James – son of Zachary Nolfi &  
    Samantha Wolon 

mailto:stcolumbseniortrips@comcast.net
http://kofc16544.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Order_of_Saint_Dominic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scholasticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philosopher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theologian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_XI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avignon_Papacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus


Parish News and Events 

The 2nd Annual Night at The Races is being held in Quinn Hall from 6 to 9PM on March 17th.  Be ready to get 
your Irish on as we celebrate with an evening reminiscent of Ol’Éire.  Come join us for an evening filled with 
horse races, Irish fare, beverages, music and fun that will bring out the Irish in everyone.  More information and 
tickets will be available in the coming weeks.  
 
ONLINE SUNDAY OFFERINGS—Officially begin February 1, 2018! 
Keep your ears and your eyes open because in the next few weeks we will be advertising via mail,  
Flocknote, our parish website and our Facebook page your ability as a parishioner of St. Columbkill Parish to 
begin contributing your Sunday Collections, as well as other Special & Diocesan  collections “ONLINE!”  GO 
TO OUR HOME PAGE AND SIGN UP NOW!!! 
 
Widows & Widowers Support Group 
The next “REACH OUT” will be Feb 11 at  MBS at 1PM in Fr. Schneider’s Hall.  For those in need regardless 
of when your spouse has died, we provide a safe place for all to find that remembrance and readjustment are 
compatible. All are welcome to participate. For more information, please call Dn. Mike Boyle at 484-336-9849. 
 
Catholic Relief Services—Check out these two amazing CRS websites! 
https://www.crs.org/media-center/crs-honored-work-people-across-africa-haiti-and-around-world  
https://www.caritas.org/  
 
The Brownie Girl Scouts (grades 2- 3) will be selling cookies after all the Masses. Cookies are again $4.00 and 
all profits from the sale go locally to the girls. There is also an opportunity to donate cookies to our military. 
Besides earning money for their activities, they also learn new skills such as money management and gain con-
fidence.  
 
Welcome New Members to our Parish Family of St. Columbkill 
Todd Bowers 
Eric and Andrea Charlesworth 
Sean and Luchie Dublynn 
Blaine and Melanie Emery 
Kellie Fallon 
John and Christina Hartman 
Jennifer Hildebrand 
Michael and Grace Leavy 
Amanda Mc Carney 
Ryan and Colleen Minnaugh 
 

Page 9 

https://www.crs.org/media-center/crs-honored-work-people-across-africa-haiti-and-around-world
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Sacramental Life 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

 Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or any time by contacting the Parish Office 
Sacrament of Baptism 

 - 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 12:15 p.m. 
 Baptism Prep Classes for parents and godparents are held the 2nd of the month at 12:15 p.m.  

in the EHST Room.  
Sacrament of Matrimony 

 Arrangements must be made a minimum of 6 months in advance.   
All Couples must participate in the Marriage Prep Program. 

Staff Directory 
 
Pastor - Father Martin F. Kern 
Weekend Assistant – Fr. Kevin Bobbin 
Deacons -  James Kochu, Joseph L. Paschall,  
Joseph Petrauskas, Michael V. Woodall, Emeritus 
Administrative Assistants - Lisa De Simone: 
lisad@stcolumbkill.org     
Along  with:   Mary Lou  Heisler, and Joann Rivera 
Chief Financial Officer/Campaign Coordinator -  
Gayle B. Fontaine 
Parish Visitor - Sister Jean Wickenheiser OSF  
Parish School, St. Francis Academy -  
Deacon Thomas J. Murphy, Headmaster 
Director of Preschool—Adriana Segaline;               
preschool@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Religious Education - Constance J. Boyer: 
connieb@stcolumbkill.org    
Coordinators of Religious Education   
Patricia & Joseph Petrauskas 
Director of Youth Ministry - Heather Shainline: 
youthgroup@stcolumbkill.org 
Director of Music - Deborah Maskrey 
Director Communications/Marketing - 
George A. DeFrehn, OFS: georged@stcolumbkill.org 
RCIA Coordinator—Margaret Chovanes 610-248-2171 
Volunteer Coordinator—Mary Snyder  
 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coord. - Wendy S Krisak, 
MA, NCC, LPC   Direct Line  800-791-9209 
Diocesan Safe Environment Coord. - Sr. Meg Cole, 
SSJ,MS.LMFT,  610-332-0442, ext. 2019 
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Weekly and Monthly Meetings  
 Alcoholics Anonymous meets each Monday          

@ 5:30 p.m.in Ehst Room 
 

 Over-eaters Anonymous meets each Monday      
 @  Noon in Ehst Room 
 

 Rosary Group meets each Monday evening in  
Chapel at 7 p.m. during Adoration 

 
 Men’s Prayer Group meets with Deacon Jim the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
 

 The Shawl Ministry meets the third Tuesday of each 
month in the Conference Room at 10 a.m. 

 
 Human Concerns Ministry meets on the 1st Wed. of 

each month at 7 pm in parish Conference Room 
 

 Charismatic Prayer –Bible Group Meets each 
Wednesday @ 7:15 p.m. in Quinn Hall– Info: Sue -

 610-367-4711 or Don dondenick@comcast.net  
 

 The Senior Group meets 2nd Thursday of each 
month in Quinn Hall at 1 p.m. 

 
 Bible Study held on Thursday mornings following 

the 9 a.m. Mass in the Ehst Room.  
 

 Patriotic Rosary Group 2nd-3rd-4th Saturday of 
each month 9 a.m. Contact Sue Fryer 484-415-5128  

tel:(610)%20367-4711
mailto:dondenick@comcast.net

