
“For this reason the Church has always venerated the 
Scriptures as she venerates the Lord’s Body. She never 
ceases to present to the faithful the Bread of Life, taken 
from the one table of God’s Word and Christ’s Body.” Dei 
Verbum, 21

Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time/A

Reading 1
Sir 15:15-20

If you choose you can keep the commandments, 
they will save you;
if you trust in God, you too shall live;
he has set before you fire and water
to whichever you choose, stretch forth your hand.
Before man are life and death, good and evil,
whichever he chooses shall be given him.
Immense is the wisdom of the Lord;
he is mighty in power, and all-seeing.
The eyes of God are on those who fear him;
he understands man's every deed.
No one does he command to act unjustly,
to none does he give license to sin.

Sirach is encouraging the Jews to go back to basics ie the 10 
commandments. The Jews were trying to understand how to live 
holy lives among gentile pagan communities. They no longer had 
a temple to worship in and offer animal sacrifice for their sins.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/15?15


This particular reading really emphasizes the gift of free will that 
God always honors.

During the pandemic we lost some of our routine practices. How 
did that affect you?

Have we ever thought that God asked us to act unjustly?

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34

R. (1b) Blessed are they who follow the law of the 
Lord!
Blessed are they whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the LORD.
Blessed are they who observe his decrees,
who seek him with all their heart.
R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the 
Lord!
You have commanded that your precepts
be diligently kept.
Oh, that I might be firm in the ways
of keeping your statutes!
R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the 
Lord!
Be good to your servant, that I may live
and keep your words.
Open my eyes, that I may consider
the wonders of your law.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/119?1


R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the 
Lord!
Instruct me, O LORD, in the way of your statutes,
that I may exactly observe them.
Give me discernment, that I may observe your law
and keep it with all my heart.
R. Blessed are they who follow the law of the 
Lord!

Reading 2
1 Cor 2:6-10

Brothers and sisters:
We speak a wisdom to those who are mature,
not a wisdom of this age,
nor of the rulers of this age who are passing away.
Rather, we speak God's wisdom, mysterious, 
hidden,
which God predetermined before the ages for our 
glory,
and which none of the rulers of this age knew;
for, if they had known it,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
But as it is written:
What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard,
and what has not entered the human heart,
what God has prepared for those who love him, 
this God has revealed to us through the Spirit.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/2?6


For the Spirit scrutinizes everything, even the depths 
of God.

Even though the second readings in Ordinary Time are 
usually not closely theme related to the first reading or the 
Gospel, this one is.
We once again see Paul preaching Christ crucified which 
was a stumbling block to both the Jews and the Gentiles.
Paul also takes two quotes from Isaiah:64 emphasizing the 
long game we must have as opposed to focusing too much
on the quality of our earthly life. This theme would have 
resonated with the Jews of Sirach’s time, Paul’s time as well 
as our time.

How can you remind yourself of this theme when you are 
experiencing hard times?

Gospel
Mt 5:17-37

Jesus said to his disciples:
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or 
the prophets.
I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.
Amen, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away,
not the smallest letter or the smallest part of a letter
will pass from the law,
until all things have taken place.
Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5?17


and teaches others to do so
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven.
But whoever obeys and teaches these 
commandments
will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses
that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.

"You have heard that it was said to your ancestors,
You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to 
judgment.
But I say to you,
whoever is angry with his brother
will be liable to judgment;
and whoever says to his brother, 'Raqa,'
will be answerable to the Sanhedrin;
and whoever says, 'You fool,'
will be liable to fiery Gehenna.
Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar,
and there recall that your brother
has anything against you,
leave your gift there at the altar,
go first and be reconciled with your brother,
and then come and offer your gift.
Settle with your opponent quickly while on the way 
to court.



Otherwise your opponent will hand you over to the 
judge,
and the judge will hand you over to the guard,
and you will be thrown into prison.
Amen, I say to you,
you will not be released until you have paid the last 
penny.

"You have heard that it was said, 
You shall not commit adultery.
But I say to you,
everyone who looks at a woman with lust
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
If your right eye causes you to sin,
tear it out and throw it away.
It is better for you to lose one of your members
than to have your whole body thrown into Gehenna.
And if your right hand causes you to sin,
cut it off and throw it away.
It is better for you to lose one of your members
than to have your whole body go into Gehenna.

"It was also said,
Whoever divorces his wife must give her a bill of 
divorce.
But I say to you,



whoever divorces his wife -  unless the marriage is 
unlawful - 
causes her to commit adultery,
and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery.

"Again you have heard that it was said to your 
ancestors,
Do not take a false oath,
but make good to the Lord all that you vow.
But I say to you, do not swear at all;
not by heaven, for it is God's throne;
nor by the earth, for it is his footstool;
nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.
Do not swear by your head,
for you cannot make a single hair white or black.
Let your 'Yes' mean 'Yes,' and your 'No' mean 'No.'
Anything more is from the evil one.”

This quote is a theme throughout Matthew? He is speaking to 
Christian Jews primarily and continually demonstrates to them the 
evidence that Christ is the fulfillment of all they understand from 
the law and the prophets? This is an extension of their credible 
beautiful Jewishness.
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or 
the prophets.
I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.



What does Raqa mean?

There is a purgatory reference in this reading. Do you see it?

What does Paul mean by an unlawful marriage? Why does he 
recommend the husband giving her a bill of divorce?

https://repository.up.ac.za/bitstream/handle/
2263/13403/Sim_How%282005%29.pdf?
sequence=3&isAllowed=y
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