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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

January 3, 2021 

 
We have seen his star in the East, and have 

come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

Cf. Matthew 2:2 

 

First reading Isaiah 60: 1-6 

The Gentiles Bless Zion 

The prophet’s words reassure his people and call 

them to attention. God would act for them in the 

future kingdom, bringing blessing to them through 

the Gentiles and in His own mercy. The glory of 

the Lord represents the revelation of His power 

and holiness to the nations. By this He would 

prompt them to give Him their tribute.  

“Lord, every nation on earth will adore you! 

For He will deliver the needy when he cries, the 

poor also, and him who has no helper.  

He will spare the poor and needy, and will save 

the souls of the needy.” 

(Psalm 72: 12-13) 

Second reading Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6 

The Mystery Revealed 

The dispensation of the grace of God is Paul’s 

calling to preach to the Gentiles. 

The church was unknown in the OT or the 

Gospels, not fully revealed until Acts 2, and not 

explained until Paul began his mission. The heart 

and soul of the mystery of the church is that Jews 

and Gentiles are joined into one body – the 

Gentiles are fellow heirs with the Jews, fellow 

members of God’s household and fellow 

partakers of His promise. 

Jews and Gentiles: Fellow Heirs! 

We do not understand the degree of separation 

that existed between these two groups of people. 

“It is like saying there will no longer be blacks 

and whites in South Africa. It is like saying there 

will no longer be Catholics and Protestants in 

Ireland. It is like saying there will no longer be 

liberals and conservatives in the United States. All 

these people are going to be made into one. 

So when the gospel offered grace to all, it 

produced a massive shift. Suddenly, there could 

be no separate Jewish church, no separate Gentile 

church. God had only one family – and Jew and 

Gentile alike had equal status. It was a truly 

revolutionary time in the church.  

The Gospel Matthew 2: 1-12 

Wise Men from the East 

The wise men from the East apparently were 

members of a respected group of scholars – what 

many might call astrologers- from the Persian 

Empire who studied the stars and other sources 

for knowledge about the future.  

Various scientific explanations have been offered 

to account for the star, but this was not simply a 

natural phenomenon. It was His star, 

supernaturally placed in the heavens for the 

purpose of guiding the wise men. We see 

throughout biblical history that God always 

guides His people. 

Herod the Great was named King of Judea by 

the Roman Senate in 37 BC and likely died in 4 

BC. He was Idumean and did not welcome the 

news that “the King of the Jews” was born in 

Bethlehem. By the time of his death, he had 

murdered his wife and at least two of his sons to 

protect his throne. When Herod felt troubled, the 

entire city was troubled.  

In the prophecy about Jesus in Micah 5:2, two 

names are given for the small village in northern 

Israel where the Messiah would be born: 

Bethlehem and Ephrathah. Bethlehem means “the 

house of bread”. Jesus will later be called the 

Bread of Life (John 6:22-40). Ephrathah is a much 

older name that means “to be fruitful.” Into a 

hungry and thirsty world came the Bread of Life, 

who teaches human beings to have a fruitful life. 

For Pregnancy Support 
Birthright 241-8444 or 800-550-4900 

Anointing of the Sick 

Celebrated biannually at Mass or individually by 

appointment 

 

MASS INTENTIONS January 2 – 8, 2021 

Saturday  4:00 pm.   + Donald W. Hanley  

Sunday   10:00 am.   + Leslie R. Olsen 

Tuesday    9:00  am.   + Irene Ann Miller  

Thursday  9:00  am.  Gertrude Seastron B/day 

Friday      . 9:00  am.   + Richard Leo Lyons 

  
Stewardship of Treasury 

Sunday Collection Dec. 26 & 27, 2020 was 

$937.00 

Christmas Collection was 

$3,574.00 

  

Women’s Club/Prayer Group 

We meet 4
th

 Wednesday of each month, 

January 27
th

 from 1 to 2:30 PM. 

Our focus is social and spiritual at the same time.   

 

We pray the ROSARY together every Saturday 

at 3:30 PM. Please come to pray for the 

families and our Country! 

 

We Need Your Support 

The 2021 Collection Envelopes are in the 

entrance to the Church. 

Please pick up your box if you had one for last 

year. God bless you, Fr. Eugenio 

 
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh! 

Matthew 2:11 
One was a gift of gold, fit for a king. Gold –pure, 
valuable, and nearly indestructible- is indeed a 

royal metal, and in the ancient world.  
Frankincense was a gift for a priest, since it was 

mixed with oil and used to anoint priests. In 
Jesus’ day, frankincense was used as an offering 

of thanksgiving and praise to God in temple 
worship. 

The final gift was myrrh, a gift for the Savior. 
The term comes from the Hebrew term mar, 

which means “bitter.” Myrrh was used to 
prepare dead bodies for burial; the corpse was 

wrapped in layers of cloth and spices were 
placed between the layers to cover the odor of 

decay. This final gift foreshadowed the 
suffering Jesus would endure on the cross in 

fulfilment of His role as Savior. 
 

BEFORE A NEW YEAR 2021 
The theologian Ladislao Boros says in some of 

his writings that one of the cardinal principles of 
the Christian life consists in that “God always 

starts again.” With God there is nothing 
definitively lost!  In God everything is beginning 

and renewal.   
To say it simply, God doesn’t allow himself to 

get discouraged by our mediocrity. The 
renewing power of God’s 

 Forgiveness and God’s grace is more vigorous 
than our mistakes and our sins. With God 

everything can begin again.  
That’s why it’s good to start the year with the 
will to renewal. Each year that we’re given the 
chance to be alive is a time that’s open to new 

possibilities, a time of grace and salvation in 
which we are invited to live anew. Therefore, it’s 
important to listen to the questions that spring 

up within us… 
Will I keep living with my back turned away from 
God or will I dare to believe that God is my best 

Friend? Will I stay mute before God, without 
opening my lips or my heart, or will there finally 

spring forth from my interior a humble but 
sincere invocation? 

 
Wishing you a Blessed, Safe, Healthy and 

Happy 2021! Fr. Eugenio 
A Year of Possibilities as endless as the 

sky… All for You! 

 
Prayer requests: can be email to 

christchildchurchprayerline@gmail.com  

http://www.christchild.org/
mailto:christchildchurchprayerline@gmail.com

