
Solemnity of the 

Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

We are a Roman Catholic Parish, which gathers believers in Jesus Christ in 
Hopatcong and surrounding areas. Our Pastor is Fr. Peter Wierzbicki. We belong 
to the Diocese of Paterson, New Jersey. Our Bishop is Bishop Kevin Sweeney. 

If you are moving to the Hopatcong area, we cordially invite you 
to make Saint Jude your parish. 

Welcome to Saint Jude 
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QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, AUGUST 22, 2021 

Masses online 
For those who for any 
reason cannot partici-
pate in the mass in per-
son, we offer an online 
mass live.  

They are streamed 
online at 8:00 AM dur-
ing the week, and 9:00 

AM on Sunday. 

The link to watch it online can be found on our 
website: STJUDEHOPATCONG.ORG Because 
we use YouTube as the streaming platform, you 
can find Fr. Peter’s on YouTube.com by search-
ing „Peter Wierzbicki”.  
It is also a very versatile website. You can watch 
the streaming of the mass from St Jude, on al-
most any device with the screen and the Internet 
connection. 

SATURDAY 
8:00 AM 
4:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

AUGUST 21 
Paula Tomasheski 
Confessions (until 4:45) 
Agnes Job 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

AUGUST 22 
Maureen Schmidt 
Richard Dering 

MONDAY 
8:00 AM 

AUGUST 23 
People of St. Jude 

TUESDAY 
8:00 AM 

AUGUST 24 
Clifford Lundin, Sr. 

WEDNESDAY 
8:00 AM 

AUGUST 25 
Special Intention for  
Joseph D’Amelio 

THURSDAY 
8:00  AM 

AUGUST 26 
Benjamin Fernandes 

FRIDAY 
8:00 AM 

AUGUST 27 
Ernestine Costa 

SATURDAY  
8:00 AM 
4:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

AUGUST 28 
People of St. Jude 
Confessions (until 4:45) 
Mary Teresa & Bridget 
O’Shea 

SUNDAY 
9:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

AUGUST 29 
Donna Brath 
Timothy Armstrong 

RETURNING TO MASS 
 For all of those in good health, the dispensa-

tion from the obligation to participate in Sun-
day Eucharist is lifted effective on the Vigil of 
the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, June 
5, 2021. 

 All who are healthy and who do not regularly 
come in contact with those who have serious 
underlying medical conditions are encour-
aged to take part in Mass in-person. 

 Those who are particularly vulnerable to the 
coronavirus who are not vaccinated (and es-
pecially those with underlying medical condi-
tions) may follow Mass at home via the 
livestream (St. Jude will continue live stream-
ing). 

 A person with a cough or fever of any 
kind should not take part in Mass in-person. 

 Occupancy restrictions for social distancing 
purposes are lifted (Executive Order of the 
Governor, 242 - May 24, 2021). Masks are 
required . 

 The Precious Blood in the chalice will not be 
made available yet. 

 The Holy Water will return to our Church and 
be available to the people. 

 You are encouraged to bring hand sanitizer to 
use before the reception of Holy Communion. 

 You are encouraged to receive Holy Com-
munion in the hand.  

More information can be found on our website 
www.s t judehopatcong.org 



 God  
Bless  
You 

 
Fr. Peter 

Wierzbicki 

Give Online 
Help Keep the Lights On!  
 
 Please, continue on 
donating to Saint Jude. Just 
like you, our utility bills and 
other fixed expenses 
(insurance, salaries, etc.). 
Right now we are slowly 
opening our parish for the 
public, but the collection is 
still low and not covering all 
the expenses the parish has 
to cover. If it is within your 
means please consider set-
ting up a recurring weekly 
donation to support the Par-
ish via WeShare. 
 If you prefer to give 
your donation in envelopes, 
you can drop them in our 
mailbox. Mailbox is checked 
a couple times a day. 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON  
THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY  
by Rev. William J. Reilly  

 
““When they stood in ranks before God, Joshua addressed 
all the people. ‘If it does not please you to serve the Lord, 
decide today who you will serve, the gods your fathers 
served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose country you are now dwelling. As for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.’ ...Many of the disciples 
who were listening said, ‘This is a hard saying, who can 
accept it?’” 
 
Joshua, the successor of Moses, challenged the people. 
How often in the scriptures we come to moments of great 
decision. Mary was asked to be the Mother of God. She 
said yes. Peter and the apostles were summoned to leave 
the fishing industry and tax collectors booth. Saints and 
Martyrs throughout the ages, made their heroic decisions. 
Missionaries traveled to bring the gospel to others. Now it is 
my turn. 
 
Surely, as the hymn says, ‘We have decided to follow Je-
sus.’ But do we only when it is convenient? In moments of 
stress, or at the time to make a moral decision, what wins, 
convenience and ease or witness and commitment? Maybe 
we should begin by realizing that the Christian life is a chal-
lenge, supported by God’s gift of grace, allowing us to make 
a firm decision to improve. 
 
The Christian life is not to be a life of comfort, but it is com-
forting to know that Jesus Christ supports my decision to 
follow. 

First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel and told them if 
it did not please them to serve God, then they must 
decide who they would serve. The people claimed that 
God had brought them out of slavery and protected 
them on their journey. Therefore, they would serve, 
the Lord their God, and no one else. 
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32 
Husbands and wives should love one another as 
Christ loved the Church. They should nourish and care 
for each other as Christ cared for the church. Through 
the union between the two, they become one. 
Gospel: John 6:60-69 
Many of Jesus' followers were still disturbed by his 
teaching of the living bread, which they could not yet 
fully understand. Jesus explained that the Spirit gives 
life, and flesh is unimportant. Some of the disciples 
decided to leave. Jesus asked if the Twelve also want-
ed to leave. Although they do not completely under-
stand yet, they have enough faith in Jesus to stay be-
cause they believe he is God's holy one. 

 

 

Learning to Love 
In Washington, DC in 1994 Mother Teresa said that 
we fight abortion by teaching the mother what love 
really means: "to be willing to give until it hurts...So, 
the mother who is thinking of abortion, should be 
helped to love, that is, to give until it hurts her plans, 
or her free time, to respect the life of her child." 
Gustave Thibon has said that the true God trans-
forms violence into suffering, while the false god 
transforms suffering into violence. The woman 
tempted to have an abortion will transform her suf-
fering into violence unless she allows love to trans-
form her, and make her willing to give herself away. 
The Eucharist gives both the lesson and the power. 
Mom is to say "This is my body, my blood, my life, 
given up for you my child." 



VOLUNTEERS  
NEEDED 
Volunteers are needed to 
help with maintaining the 
church grounds. If you 
can help, please call Doc 
at (973) 398-6047. If no 
answer, please leave a 
message and Doc will get 
back to you. 

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 
 Registration for Faith For-
mation has begun for the 2021-2022 year. You 
may obtain the registration form by going on our 
website (www.stjudehopatcong.org) or by calling 
the Religious Education Office (973-398-6377). 
 If you are new to the parish, you will need 
to register and submit a copy of your children bap-
tismal certificate, Classes will be in person this 
year. 
 As of August 1,u  there will be a late fee of 
an additional $25.00.  Please send in your regis-
tration form , so that I can order books and  make 
necessary preparations that need to be taken.  

ROSARY  
& ALTAR SOCIETY 
Rosary Altar Society: The ladies of the Rosary Altar 
Society meet on the first Tuesday of every month at 
7:30 PM (except January and February). We begin 
in the church for the Rosary and announcements, 
and then proceed to the Meeting Room for refresh-
ments. All women of the parish are invited to attend.  

USHERS  
We are in need of ushers. If you would like to 
become one, and serve as an usher during the 
mass, please contact our office (973) 398-6377.  
Ushering is open to men and women. 

LECTORS 
Lectors are needed for the 5:00PM Mass if in-
terested please contact the Rectory or contact 
Madeline & Jack Quirk. (973) 398-8108 

PARISH PICNIC  
Keep your calendar open for our Parish picnic by St. 

Jude Parish. on September 12.  
 

There will be great food, lots of games for all and a 
chance to reconnect with good friends 

Forms are in the back of Church.. 
Rain Date: September 26 
Admission is free. 

VOLLEYBALL   
& PING PONG  
MONDAYS 
 
Starting Monday June 7th at 6pm Volleyball 
Games and Ping Pong games will be played all 
summer behind St Jude’s Parish Center. The 
games are all for fun. All are invited. Activities 
are sponsored by our Knights of Columbus. 

HELP  
THOSE  
IN NEED 
 

The Pandemic has hit all of us pretty hard 
some more than others.  
Since we no longer have a food pantry we 
have been relying on gift cards donated 
by parishioners.  Thanks to your generosi-
ty we have received a large number of 
Shop Rite certificates.  However, we are 
still in need of Walgreens, Walmart and 3 
in 1 certificates.  If you can help us with 
those it would be greatly appreciated 

Line Dancing  
with Stompin’ Sue 

 

Tuesdays  from 7-10 pm 
St. Jude’s Parish Center 
Admission $10.00 
For more information 
Call or text Sue at 862-312-3971 

http://www.stjudehopatcong.org)


Peter Alles, Matthew Bailey, Charles Battersby, 
Ann Bauer, James Bonavota, Ann Bonda, Tom 
Brown, Nancy Buckler, Kyle Bussey, Ethel Butler, 
Jordyn Cameron, Toni Castoro, Amanda Church, 
Lenny Colello, Sr., Cathy Collins, Linda Corcoran, 
Shannon & Reggie Crowley, Claudia Davis, Jo-
seph D’Amelio, Liliana DiFillippi, Edward DiGangi, 
Irene Farkas, Richard Ferris, Dylan Flinchum, Will 
Garcia, Beverly Gilmore, Katie Gowey, Jodie Gril-
lo, Susan Helfrich, Mary Hessenius, Linda Hill, Ire-
ne Hogan, Mark Joanna, Terri Kellerman, Mary 
Kopec, Al Kostenholz, Charlie La Capria, Cheryl 
Lotito, Theresa Leggio, Sheperd Lobdel,Erin Lo-
escher, Joan Major, Peggy McGarry, Claire Miller, 
Anthony Monetti, Maryann Moore, Arthur Morelli, 
Abbie Nicosia, Kim Olenic, Joanne Orr, Yvonne 
Paquing, John Pizzimenti, Jeff Poyer, Richard 
Ratti, Cathy Ricciuto, Mary Rushka, Paul Sanse-
vere, Lola Scala, Joanne Scully, Julie Simmons, 
Catherine Sorace, William Stelmach, Nancy 
Tevis, Natalie Thompson, Anne Marie Truncali, 
Grzegorz Wierzbicki, Florence White, Joyce Wil-
liams, Barbara Wulff. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  
PRAYERS THOSE WHO ARE SICK 

FROM  
THE DIOCESE 

 

Go 2 St. Joe Pilgrimage 
All people are welcome and encouraged to partake 
in the Go 2 St. Joe Pilgrimage hosted by the Dio-
cese of Paterson to celebrate the year of St. Joseph. 
To participate, visit insidethewalls.org/go2stjoe and 
print the pilgrimage passport. You then have until 
December 8th to visit 7 of the 11 locations listed on 
the passport. Full details can be found on the web-
site. 

 
The Joy of Love & Family Conference 

The Diocese of Paterson, in collaboration with the 
other four Roman Catholic Arch/Dioceses in New 
Jersey, will sponsor “The Joy of Love & Family,” a 
conference series in celebration of the Year of the 
Family as declared by Pope Francis. Beginning on 
June 24, the series of free talks will premiere over 
six months, covering topics for every stage of family 
life. More information, including the full speaker line 
up and talk titles, is available on 
www. l igh t ingheartsonf i re .org ,  where you can 
also sign up to receive notifications. Stay tuned to 
diocesan social media pages 
@dioceseofpaterson for continued updates! 

RETREATS  
TO HEAL  
THE WOUNDS  
FROM ABORTION 
 
“Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, 
where everyone is welcomed, loved, and forgiv-
en.” (Pope Francis). The Church can also be a place 
to heal. We are called to “be merciful like the Father.” 
So many are suffering from the effects of abortion. 
Where can they heal? Where can they feel safe and 
loved?  
 
The Archdiocese of Newark Respect Life Office will be 
hosting two upcoming Rachel’s Vineyard retreats to 
heal the wounds from abortion. 
 

Retreat dates are September 10-12, 2021 (English) 
and October 22-24, 2021 (Spanish). 

 
Contact the Respect Life Office for more details by 

calling 973-497-4350 (Spanish option 2) 
or e-mail Cheryl.riley@rcan.org (English) 
elvinedoderaquelinfo@rcan.org (Spanish) 

 
“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds.” (Psalm 147:3) 

BUS TRIP TO  
ATLANTIC  
CITY  
 
The Seniors are sponsoring a bus trip to Atlantic 
City on September 28 & 29. If interested please 
call Jean O’Donnell at 973-810-2072  

mailto:Cheryl.riley@rcan.org
mailto:elvinedoderaquelinfo@rcan.org


HELP NEEDED 
SAFETY  
ADVISORY  
BOARD 
 
 
Saint Jude has been awarded a $150k nonprofit security 
grant to make safety improvements to the parish. These 
efforts will begin 4Q2021 and continue for several years.  
 
We are in need of volunteers to help make this a success-
ful program, including people with these backgrounds: 

Law Enforcement 
Physical/Cyber Security 
Emergency Management 
Project Management 
Facility Management 
Procurement (RFQ/RFP) 

 
Please contact Rob Bond 
at safety@stjudehopatcong.org if you are able to help. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Derek and Alex Lupo on getting 
the Eagle Scout rank. 

A missionary  
from  
the Cross  
Catholic  
Outreach  
 
 
Please welcome Father 
Richard Kunzman who 
will speak at all the 
Masses on behalf of 
Cross Catholic Out-
reach which was found-
ed to create a meaning-
ful link between parishes in America and the priests 
and nuns working in the Church overseas in the Car-
ibbean, Africa, Asia, Central and South America.  
 
Please be generous in your response to Father’s ap-

peal.  
Brochures will be provided if you wish to support this 

worthy Catholic ministry. 

 

mailto:safety@stjudehopatcong.org


Our Staff: 
Rev. Peter Wierzbicki……............................Pastor 
Rev. Mr. Tom Friel.......................................Deacon 
Mrs. Kathleen Barger…...Administrative Assistant 
Mrs. Lillian Colello...........Coordinator of Religious 

 Education and Confirmation Program                 
Mrs. Lillian Colello ................... Liturgy Coordinator  
Mr. Henry Schmidt…………...…...Parish Trustee  
Mr. Sylvester Plewa…………...….Parish Trustee 
Mr. Marcin Kochanowicz ......................... Musician  
Edie Vieth…………………....................…..Cantor  
John Armeno………………………….…..Cantor  
 
How to register: 
If you are new to the parish or have not previous-
ly registered in the parish, please do so by calling 
the office at 973-398-6377 for a registration form.  
Also, if you are not receiving collection envelopes, 
we can arrange to have them sent them to you. 
 

Our Parish Family invites all of its members to 
share fully in our spiritual and social life.   
 
If you change your address or telephone number, 
please contact us. All parishioners are requested 
to use the regular Sunday envelopes or our 
Online Giving. If you are not receiving them, 

please call the Rectory  
 

Parish Center Rental 
If you would like to rent a Parish Hall, please call 
Debbie at  (973) 650-8164. 
The typical maximum head count is 225 people 
for dinner seating. 
For more information email our hall rental com-
mittee: rental@stjudehopatcong.org 
 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
Sunday Masses During Pandemic: 5:00PM. 
(Saturday Vigil Mass) 9AM and 11AM 
Weekday Masses (Mon - Sat) 8:00 a.m.  
Holy Days of Obligation To be announced  
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) Satur-
day 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. or by appointment  
Novena to St. Jude: Wednesday after the Mass 
Adoration: every Thursday after the mass until 
3PM 
Litany to Our Lady: after every morning Mass in 
May 
Litany to the Heart of Jesus: after every morning 
Mass in June 
Rosary: after each daily Mass in October 
 
Remember to always check the bulletin and 

listen to the announcements for any changes 
and times for special liturgies. 
 
Sacraments: 
BAPTISMS are usually celebrated on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month after the 11AM Mass. Par-
ents are asked to call the rectory about the  
Baptismal preparation meeting  on the first  
Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  
MARRIAGE - Arrangements should be made at 
the Rectory no less than 6 months before the 
marriage date and prior to any social planning. To 
arrange for Pre-Cana instructions, please call the 
Rectory.  
R.C.I.A. RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF 
ADULTS - Persons interested in learning of the 
Catholic faith, and any adult person who needs to 
receive Baptism, Eucharist or Confirmation. If you 
need information regarding this, please contact 
the Rectory.  
VISITATION OF THE SICK AND ELDERLY - 
Please keep us informed so that we can be at-
tentive to those who are ill at home or in the hos-
pital. Communion is brought upon request to the 
home. Please call the Rectory for the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick.  

RECTORY IS  FINALLY 
OPEN 

Notice the new hours of opera-
tion. 

If you would like to visit, please, call the office 
first to schedule an appointment, and wear 
your mask while in the office.  

Also, the door will be locked at all times, as we 
cannot allow more than one person at once in 
the office.  

Wear your mask at all times (cover your mouth 
and nose), keep distance, and in case of hav-
ing any kind of symptoms, stay home and call 
the office instead. 

Please, don’t prepare for long talks, as there 
may be more people waiting in line to get to 
the office. 

We reserve the right to refuse admission to 
anyone who show symptoms of Coronavirus 
or do not follow the State’s and Church’s rules 
about COVID-19. 

9:00 
 

CLOSED 
 

9:00 
9:00 

 
CLOSED 

 
CLOSED 

 
 

CLOSED 

3:00 
 

CLOSED 
 

3:00 
3:00 

 

CLOSED 

 

CLOSED 
 

CLOSED 

973-398-6377 
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MARISA 
HANSEN

Cell 973-610-3467 • Office 973-539-1120
marisa@hansenhomessales.com 

44 Whippany Road • Suite 230 
Morristown, NJ 07960

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
www.hansenhomessales.com

Hopatcong Resident  
and Parishioner

"Helping You Make The Right Move"

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESSES
BUY LOCAL • BE FLEXIBLE • BE GENEROUS

Joseph A. GAtes, AIA
N.J. Lic. No. 21A101212400

973-398-4860
gatesarchdesign.com

ALSO SERVING THE JERSEY SHORE AREA

www.aspca.orgNY Lic # 1274423 • NJHIC#  13VH01833300

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
B a s e m e n t R e p a i r N J . c o m

WET BASEMENT?
• WATERPROOFING & FINISHING
• FOUNDATION PROBLEMS
• HUMIDITY & MOLD CONTROL
• NASTY CRAWL SPACES

Thinking About BUYING or SELLING?
• Want to know how much your home is worth? • What can you do to improve 
your house before listing? • I can help you with these questions and more!

YOUR Property Is MY Priority
Call Today For a

ComplimenTary Home evaluaTion

Full-Service Real Estate Company
262 Route 10 West · succasunna, nJ 07876

Frances M. Pepe
Broker/Owner

Residential & Commercial

N C J A R  W o m e n ’ s  C o u n c i l ,  C R S ,  e P R O ,  R PA C

O: 973-448-1400 
C: 973-714-4441

Proud To Support St. Jude's Parish Community “A GreAt DentAl experienCe...WiTH a GenTle TouCH!”

22 HOWARD BLVD., SUITE 104 • MOUNT ARLINGTON, NJ 07856

We provide many services for the entire family:
DIGItAl RADIoGRAphs · CosmetIC FIllInGs · poRCelAIn lAmInAtes · CRowns & BRIDGes

ImplAnt RestoRAtIons · Full & pARtIAl DentuRes · peRIoDontAl Gum CARe 
new Glo whItenInG  · “CuttInG-eDGe” DIGItAl ImpRessIons & moRe! 

www.MtArlinGtOnFAMilyDentistry.COM

eMAnuel CAtAniA, DMD · peter serrAtelli, DDs

973-770-3322

080B (JA) - St. Jude's Parish Community, Hopatcong FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 

President & Manager
NJ Lic. No. 4228

Continuing Joseph 
J.A. Cinotti's 
Commitment 

To Family Service

Michael J. 
cinotti

Joseph R. 
cinotti

director

NJ Lic. 
No. 4098

(973)
398-3000

Leber-Lakeside
FuneraL          Home

MAIN ROAD, 
LANDING   

NEW JERSEY 
07850

Smokin Schmidtys BBQ

Join Our Family Of Sponsors Which Helps 
Makes Our Weekly Bulletin Possible 

Call 800-883-4343 

Help the ASPCA put  a 
stop to animal  cruelty.

5 BOWLING GREEN PARKWAY

973-663-0233

"WHERE FRIENDS AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER!"

Learn more at oig.ssa.gov/scam

HANG UP on phone scams.

TELL your friends and family.

Let’s SLAM phone scams together.

Beware of Social Security Phone Scams!

GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA

After Church Of Course .... Come See Us At
FOOD TRUCK & 

FIREWORKS FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, AUGUST 28TH @4PM

Food Trucks and Fireworks is a food lovers event featuring 
18+ food trucks, music, beer , inflatables for the kids and vendor 

booths. There is sure to be something for everyone!
BRING AN EMPTY STOMACH

PACK YOUR BLANKETS & LAWN CHAIRS!!
turkey BrOOk pArk: 30 FlAnDers rOAD · BuDD lAke


